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JOHN HERE'S PREFACE. 



Beloved keabek : We live in a period of time, in which many 
writings are circulated among the people, which, generally are more 
injurious than beneficial, since the greater part contain not the pure 
and uncorrupted truth of the ffospel, although it is the only rule, in 
accordance with which every thing should be regulated, written and 
taught, as St. Paul testifies : Though we, or an angel from heaven, 
preach any other gospel unto you than that which we have preached 
unto you, let him be accursed. (Gal. 1.) If its directions were fol- 
lowed, there would not be so many scomers of the christian religion ; 
for, by the pious, virtuous, and godly life of its professors, they 
would be convinced, that something true and substantial is in its 
composition ; as Paul teaches, that the gospel of Christ is the power 
of God unto salvation, to every one that believeth. (Rom. 1.) Tea, 
it is so powerful an operator in all those who truly believe, that their 
hard hearts become softened, renewed, and enlivened, so that, as they 
were formerly carnally minded, so they have now become spiritual 
and heavenly-minded ; and as they have been proud, imperious, 
envious, and implacable against those, who may have aggrieved them, 
so they are now humble, mild, condescending, patient, peaceable, 
and forgiving towards their opponents, according to the example of 
their Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ, and the instructions of his word. 
But this salutary influence is to be found and perceived in so small a 
degree among the present christians, that the reverse is much more 
in vogue, from which circumstance, it, consequently, arises that 
atheism, the rejection of all revealed religion advances with such 
rapid strides. For, say its advocates, were the professors of Christi- 
anity firm believers in the truth of scripture, they would conduct 
their Ut^s according to its tenor, as Christ and his apostles have 
inculcated ; but since this conformity is but seldom evinced, they 
conclude It to be the worlt of man, and a fabric of imposture, and 
exclaim : Our bonds are in twain and we are free, we will none of us 
go without his part of our voluptuousness, for this is our portion, 
&c. Such things do they Imagine, and are deceived ; for their own • 
wickedness hath blinded them, so that the mysteries of God they 
know not ; neither hope they for the wages of ilgbteousness, nor 
discern a reward for blameless souls. (Wis. 2.) Oh ! how deplorable 
that so many profess Christ with the lips, but yet by their works 
deny both him and his doctrine, whence, In the eyes of God, they are 
not better than the manifest scomer of his word, although comforting 
themselves, and being comforted by their unregeneratftd •^^^•wiXvKWi 
with the belief that they are chriBtiaiiB,\3ecavx&ft \Sfcl \kSi.'^^^T^ ^■'q^:««x\ 
profesBwn. 
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The dark vapours of false and perverted doctrine, have so mnch 
obscured the clear light* of the gospel, that oftimes, sincere souls 
scarcely know how to distinguish between right and wrong. For 
this reason, I and my brethren, out of lOve to mankind, and partic- 
ularly to serious minds, have been induced to publish, in the English 
language, in which they never before appeared, the works of the zealous 
and heaven-devoted Menno Simon. And since I sincerely believe, 
and from the word of God acknowledge, that therein is contained 
the pure and unadulterated truth, according to the testimony of this 
Holy Scriptures ; and as I myself, by the grace of God, have derived 
much benefit from the reading of this book, it is my hope, that to 
those who, in these confused times, when unbelief, universalism^ tiiie 
despising of God and his word, and the denial of our Lord, Jesus. 
Christ, some by their lips and others by their conduct, is so extensively 
prevalent, impartially read and compare It with the word of God, it 
ma^ be serviceable for their illumination and the advancement of 
their salvation. Tea, dear reader, in the writings of this zealous and 
godly man, you will find how sincerely and fearlessly he exhibited 
to every one the powerful and undefllcd truth. He feared neither 
emperor nor king, neither high nor low, neither pope nor monks, 
neither life nor death. He sought the glory of God, and he exerted 
himself to extricate*poor mankind from the darkness of popery and 
deliver them from all false doctrine. In zeal for God, and his rightftil 
worship he was not inferior to Josiah, king of Judah. (2 Kings, 23.) 
With the sword of the spirit, which is the word of God, (Eph. 6,) he 
went forth, breaking down the strange altars, and overthrowing the 
inventions of papacy with which the ignorant people from time to 
time were burdened, and the errors, which Luther and other reformers 
overlooked, he laid aside, namely the human instituted baptism of 
infants with other erroneous usages. Thus he again introduced and 
built up the true and apostolic service of God, so that a large people, 
as a pure and . chaste virgin, were led to Christ, and many erring 
sheep were gathered together, which formerly were Compelled to 
drink the impure water of false doctrine, which their shepherds 
defiled ; and thus were founded many communities, in many places 
in Friesland, Holland, Groningen, East Friesland, Brabant, and on 
the border of the Baltic Sea, and likewise in Germany, in the Pala- 
tinate, in Alsace, Bavaria, Suabia, Switzerland, Austria, Moravia, 
&c. The word of the Lord spread itself by his instrumentality, so 
powerfully, in defiance of all the tyranny and persecution of priests 
and governments, that it was evidently seen, how the strong hand 
of God, whom he glorified, rescued him from the power of his 
enemies. For by a bloody decree issued in 1543, he was declared an 
outlaw, and a sum of money was ofiTered for his body, at the same 
time, that it was forbidden under pain of death to harbor him. Even 
criminals and murderers, as historians show, were promised the 
emperor's pardon, in case they would deliver him into prison ; so 
that he was continually in danger of his life. But he was not dis- 
couraged, on the contrary, he untiringly prosecuted the labors which 
God imposed upon him. The hand of the Lord conducted him, until, 
at length, after long combatting, and great victory, he terminatea 
his career at Frescnburg, and died the death of the blessed, January 
^Ae 3lBt, in the year 1561, at the age of sixty-six years. Beloved 
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reader, in our aathor's writings, you will find, if impartial, with 
what simplicitly and energy he proclaimed the gospel, in its correct 
sense and scope ; how he defended Christ the crucified, and his saving 
doctrine, against false principles and perverted teachers, with whom 
he dealt sharply and keenly, and represented to them the dreadful 
judgments of God with which the scriptures threaten all deluding 
ministers, and which he well perceived would be their lot if they 
were not converted. Indeed, he might well say with the apostle, he 
knew none according to the fiesh, ^'he reproved, threatened and 
exhorted," as Paul teaches, without respect to persons, he, sought 
not good will or honor among men, but instead his zeal in the Lord's* 
house was so strong and ardent that every thing besides was deemed 
of no importance ; he showed every ope that there was no other way 
to happiness, than through self-knowledge and true self-denial and 
the acceptation of Christ through faith, together with his righteous- 
ness, which he merited for us, out of pure love, grace and mercy by 
his blood and death. He further taught, that whosoever believes 
this, and experiences this love and elevated grace, in his soul, will, 
through them be induced to imitate Christ in every thing, and to 
place himself with childlike obedience, under the guidance of his 
doctrine and commandments ; but, those, on the contrary, who are 
not obedient to him in all that he taught, and follow not daily after 
him, plainly evince, that they, likewise, are not partakers with him — 
with his cross and death, and have not in possession that righteous- 
ness, which is acceptable to God, or if they had received a portion, 
** they have again lost it by deviating from the holy commandment." 
Hence, he never flattered such with hopes of peace, nor comforted 
them with soft pillows ; but, with the force of scripture, spread before 
them, the eternal doom, and destruction of their miserable souls, so 
that, they might, possibly, reflect, and be converted ere it would be 
too late. 

Further, it will easily be perceived by all those, into whose hands 
this book may fedl, and who will read it with consideration, that the 
doctrine which I profess and teach, and that, of this godly reformer, 
entirely agree. He acknowledges Christ as the only foundation of 
our salvation ; so likewise do I. He confesses, that he who has thus 
found Christ, will follow him in all that he has commanded, (Matt. 
28) will be of the same ,mind as he was, (Philip, 2, 1 ) he will love 
his enemies, do good to those that hate him, overcoming evil with 
good, and thus heap coals of fire on their heads. (Matt. 1 ; Rom. 12.) 
The same do I inculcate, as my writings plainly show. He teaches, 
that in the kingdom of Christ, and in his church, no other sword is 
used, than the sword of the spirit, and no other regulation, than the 
regulation of Christ and his apostles, and that this church can not 
be kept in a state of purity, without bringing to bear, upon all 
tingo(Uy scomers, and perverse and apostate members, all apostolic 
excommunication ; and that, then it is necessary to avoid the inter- 
course, without respect to persons with them, so as to induce a feeling 
of shame and self reproach ; all of which he clearly points out in this • 
work, and which I also confess. Menno exhorted all believers, with 
scripture testimony, to abjure all false doctrine, to refrain from 
hearing corrupt teachers, to shun them, and separate t.\>Avci»,^^ssei 
from them, as Christ's doctrine sets forlYi, 0\a\X.. '^ \ ^«t.^^^^Si^ 
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John 10; Rom. 16, 17, 18 ; 1 Tim. 6, 1 ; 2 Tim. 3, 6; Tit. 8, 10 ; Rev. 
2, 2.) This I also teach, and am fully persuaded, that where these 
instmctions of Christ and his apostles are not heeded, but the faithful 
after being enlightened, and having perceived the great treachery of 
the faithless shepherds, yet, to please them, listen to them, there will 
not long be a communion in spirit, nor a unity of mind. For the leaven 
of misleading principles, will speedily insinuate itself, and conftise 
their minds ; so that, one will believe one thing, and another something 
different ; as the melancholy evidence of experience Indicates amongst 
all sects. O how did the churches, in our author's time, who were 
•taught and regenerated out of the word of God, and gathered from 
all sects by him unto one flock, so faithfully adhere to the word of 
God in this matter ! They sacrifice fortune, body, and life. In pre- 
ference to going into meeting, where the word of God was not 
proclaimed in its purity ; for which reason, also, many thousands 
had to suffer the most dreadful torture, or were forced to go into 
miserable banishment. 

These people were, by their persecutors, called anabaptists, because 
they considered no baptism apostolic, except its reception was 
grounded upon true faith, according to the injunctions of Christ and 
his apostles. Afterwards, they were named after Menno, as being his 
fellow believers, Menonites, which name they have ever since borne to 
the present time ; but how far they have deviated, fh>m time to time, 
ttom the doctrine of this zealous and godly reformer, their fruits 
plainly exhibit to every one. 

It is, indeed, mournful to contemplate that, so great has been their 
degeneracy, as to make numbers, teachers not excepted, unwilling 
to assist in giving these his works to the world ; but, at the same time, 
I am in hopes, that a great proportion are innocent, in this respect, 
and such are exempted from the charge ; and, I have reason to believe 
that many are kept so much in darkness, that they are unacquainted 
with the writings of Menno, and imagine, that they are in entire 
agreement with what he taught, and consequently, they infer, that 
we have, as is frequently said, originated something new. But I have 
the pleasing confidence, that when they impartiaUy read this work, 
which now makes its appearance both in English and German, and 
properly contemplate it in conjunction with scripture, and compare 
it with my writings, they will find that we insist on the same 
principles, and profess the same foundation of faith according to 
ficripture. I must confess, however, that I feel myself far behind 
him, and, in my own eyes, cannot claim equality with him, since, 
although, exposed to the most terrifying persecutions, he, without 
the least concession, indefatigably pursued his vocation. This heavy 
trial I have never yet experienced, notwithstanding which I feel 
myself armed with the resolution, if God would allow such to be the 
case, to remain, with his help steadfast to the end : and this also, 
must be the mind of all christians. (1 Pet. 4, 1.) 

If out author, occasionally, uses severe expressions against the 
unrighteousness of the world, the misleadcrs of the people, and blood 
thirsty priests and governments, it is no more than what Christ, the 
instructor of all, himself did, (Matt. 23; Luke 11) likewise the 
apostles : (Acts 8, 20 to 23 ; chap. 13, 10 ; Rom. 1 ; Gal. 1 ; 2 Pet. 2 ; James 
1/ 2Jolm 1 ; Bev. 21.8; Rev. 22, 1 5 ; &c. So also did the proplicts, and 
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all faithful messengers of Qod, continually, represent his threatening 
Judgment to the perverse and unregen crated, whence, they, likewise, 
were encessantly, more or less hated and persecuted by the world. 

Oh ! all ye, who profess to be peaceable christians, read this book 
carefully, in which you can perceive, with the direction of scriptures, 
what properly constitutes a true and pacific christian, and conduct • 
your lives accordingly, showing, in truth, that you are lovers of 
peace. Take upon you the disposition of the dove, and the innocence* 
of the lamb, and evidence that you are branches in the vine Jesus, 
and made partakerl of his divine nature. Let every one read for 
himself: For all scripture given by inspiration of God, is profitable 
for doctrine, for reproof, for correction, for instruction in righteous- 
ness ; that the man of God may be perfect, thoroughly furnished unto 
ail good works. / 3 Tim. 3, 16, 17.) 

I^t us not any longer, after the fashion of our indolent flesh, say t 
Yet a little sleep, a little folding of the hands to sleep, <&c. ( Prov. ii, 
81 ) for the messenger is before our door, calling upon us to give an 
account of our stewardship. O it is dreadful to fall hito the handa 
of the living God ! he is a consuming fire to all who believe not, and 
whosoever has his name not written in the book of life, will be cast 
into the lake of fire and brimstone, which is the second death. 
Therefore, awake every one, and be converted to the Lord, learn of 
Christ, as the true prophet and teacher, accept his word and follow 
Mm, as Menno clearly inculcates, and your soul shall triumph over 
all that is sin, death, devil and hell, and shall reign with Christ 
forever and ever. Amen. 

But should you despise, for unjust reasons, the doctrine herein set 
forth, take heed that the judgments of God fall not the more heavily 
upon you ; for our author had, while yet living, many enemies and 
persecutors on account of what he taught, and so, also, did Christ 
and his apostles suffer for truth's sake. Tea, my God, work thou, 
with thy grace, in the hearts of those, who read this book, give them 
enlightened eyes, and open understandings to perceive thy holy will, 
and prepare them to do in every thing, as is pleasing in thy sight, in , 
these perverted and confused times, for the glory and honor of thy ' 
ever praised name. Amen. 

JOHN HERR, 
JVf«r Strasburg, Lancaster Co, Pa, 

Mabch 25th, 1835. 
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Pious, betx)vbd readeb : Since I perceive that our work, called, 
** The Fundament of Christian Doctrine," which I published a 
fBw years ago, has been prodnctlve of mnch good, throagh the grace 
of God, to whom be eternal praise and thanks ; and God's holy word 
which was obscured for such a long time, has been again a' little 
explained, through our limited talents ; and many well disposed chil- 
dren, requested and entreated me, to revise and correct such parts as 
were obscured through the negligence of the printer, and which 
deprived the reader of the sense ; I was prevailed on, and did so. In 
some places I made additions; explained the obscure parts, and 
corrected those that were defective, and omitted all redundancies ; 
the style, language and form I improved, in order to be better suited 
to aid the reader, to make known and acceptable, the rejected truth. 

Not my reader, that I altered the first ground and contents ; by no 
means ! I have not altered, but as appears to me, improved its form, 
and confirmed it with more power and plainness. Those who fear 
God may Judge. The former, as well as this, is God's word ; and all 
what the first teaches, this teaches also. May the almighty, merclfal 
Father grant his grace, to accompany our little work, that it may 
produce much fruit in many thousands, Amen. 

MENNO SIMON. 

Note. The following J^eface shows to whom this book is addressed^ 
• and toas written at the tttne when thfi errors of Mvntzer yet prevailed. 



PREFACE. 

To those in authority and all otlters, of whatever condition, Menno 
Simon wishes them tfte illumination of the spirity and the pure knowledge 
of the kingdom of Ood, of God our lieavenly Father , and his son Jesus 
Christ our Lord, who has loved us and toaslied us from our sins with his 
blood. To him be praise, honor, glory, and thanksgiving to eternity. 
Amen. 

Dear Sirs, Friends atfd Brethren, since we teach from the scriptures, 

and from experience find, that the prediction of the prophets, Christ 

and of the apostles, is in full power ooncemiDg oppression, misery, 

want, persetrution, danger, anxiety and false doctrine. In this last 

i///je, (Matt, 24; Mark 13,- Luke 31 j 1 Tim. 4; 3 Tim. 8; 3 Pet. 2 ; 
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Jnde 1.) and this bo powerfully, that the gracious Father must shorten 
these days, otherwise none will be saved. Therefore, we poor miser- 
able men entreat and admonish every one, and that through the mercy 
of the Lord, that he would for once candidly read our Ground and 
belief, lay it well to heart and understand it, that you might know 
what kind of doctrine we inculcate and what faith we maintain, 
what kind of life we lead, and how we are disposed, on account of 
which we have to suffer so much, — must endure imprisonment, exile, 
be robbed, derided, defamed and slain as Innocent sheep. In order 
that you may cordially weep and lament over your former bloody 
deeds before God, and be more circumspect and watchful and may 
henceforth be found to be more pious, sincere; yea God-fearing 
magistracy, (Exod. 18, 23 ; Deut. 1, 17 ; 3 Chron. 19; Lev. 19) not to 
mortify and destroy, but be fathers tfnd guardians of all miserable 
and wretched ; not exterminate, but defend righteousness, not perse- } 
cutors, but followers of Christ and his word. Therefore, anoint your 
eyes with eye salve that you may see and know which is the true way 
of truth and life. (Rev. 3; John 14.) The way which is so strait and 
is found of few. (Matt. 7.) The truth, which is known to none, but 
to those who are taught of the spirit of the Lord, illuminated and 
drawn by the Father. (John 16; Matt. 11.) The life which Is to 
know Grod the Father as the only true God, and Jesus Christ whom 
he sent, f John 17,) that you may se^ him whom you pierced so 
outrageously, (Acts 1) and that you may with holy Paul fast and 
weep and humble yourselves before the Lord, ( 1 Cor. 15 ; Gal. 1 j 
Eph. 3; Joel 3,) clothe yourselves in sack-cloth; rend your hearts 
and not your garments, that you may find grace in his sight. For 
he is long suffering, gracious and merciful and pardons the iniquity 
of all who sincerely repent and seek his grace, (Mic. 7.) Be 
no longer like Jeroboam, Ahab and Manuasseh, but like David, 
Hezekiah and Josiah; that you need not stand confoxmded in the 
great dread day of the Lord on account of your entrusted office — in 
that day which shall bum as an oven ; and all who have used violence 
and did imrighteously upon the earth shall be burnt up as dry straw 
and stubble. ( Mai. 4.) 

Therefore, we most humbly entreat you for the sake of Christ's 
merits, that you would thoroughly ponder and reflect upon our faith, 
doctrine and undertaking ; and not esteem us to be worse than yon 
do thieves and murderers, whom you do not condemn without having 
perfect knowledge of their case. Our doings are not thievish, nor 
have we to do with possessions, but with God and his word, our 
bodies and souls, eternal life or eternal death. Therefore do not look 
upon the usages, and customs of the fathers, nor upon the worldly 
wise ani the learned, for it is hidden from them. (Mfttt. 11.) They 
w^ e alwa ys" those who from the beginning thrust from them the 
wisdom of God through their own wisdom and have trampled it 
under foot. For the wisdom of God, which we teach, is a wisdom ^ 
which none knows, except they who are desirous of living and walk- 
ing according to the will of God, ( 1 Cor. 1 ; John 7.) It is wisdom 
that is not to be brought from afar and to be taught in colleges. It 
must come fi*om above and be learned through the Holy Ghft«»^. (^5^\ss!l 
8.) As Paul says: (Rom. 10.) Say not Vn \\im^ \k&«?\.\ Vaa^«^3^^ 
ascend into heaven ? That is to bring C\iT\a\. ^o^iittom ^Xi's^i^'^ ^"^-k 
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who shall descend Into the deep? That la to bring up Christ from 
the dead. But the word is nigh thee, even in thy mouth, and in thy 
heart. That is, the word of faith which we preach, namely : That 
if thou Shalt confess with thy month the Lord Jesns, and shall believe 

, in thine heart that God hath raised him from the dead, thou shalt be 
sayed ; therefore, look to God's word, to the testimony and example 
of the holy prophets, the Lord Jesus Christ and his apostles. Let 
these be your doctors, teacheis, and not the ambitious feudal preachers 
of this world, then you will soon perceive, whether we are within or 
without the truth. May the almighty and eternal God give you such 
hearts and minds. To him be honor, praise and gratitude, the king- 
dom, power and majesty for ever. Amen. 

Seeing then, beloved, that satan can transform himself into an 
angel of light, (3 Cor. 11, ) and thus sow tares among the Lord's 

I wheat (Matt. 8) such as the atoordy polygamy, secular Ungdom, and 
kings and the like errors on account of which the innocent have to 
suffer much ; hence we are urged to publish this our faith and doc- 
trine ; and we desire for Jesus' sake that we might obtain so much 
grace, that they would not treat and judge us except according to the 
word of Gk>d as is reasonable and just. But should we not obtain so 
much grace, we have to commend it unto the Lord, who is the only 
helper of every one in need. We will, nevertheless, through the grace 
of God, abide in the word oC the Lord ; and comfort ourselves with 
the scriptures, which say : Thus saith the Lobd that created thee, 
O Jacob, and he that formed thee : O Israel ; fear not : for I have 
redeemed thee, I have called thee by my name; thou art mine. 
When thou passest through the waters, 1 will be with thee; and 
through the rivers, they shall not overflow thee ; when thou walkest 
through the fire, thou shalt not be burned ; neither shall the flame 
kindle upon thee; for I am the Lord thy God, the Holy one 
of Israel, thy Saviour. (Isa. 43.) Again : Fear ye not the reproach 
of men, neither be ye afraid of their revilings ; for the moth shall 
eat them up like a garment and the worms shall eat them like 
wool — ^I, even I, am he that comforteth thee: who art thou that 
shouldst be afraid of a man that shall die, and the son of man which 
shall be made as grass 1 ( Isa. 51.) Christ also says : Fear not them 
which kill the body, but are not able to kill the soul ; but rather fear 
him which is able to destroy both soul and body in hell. Whosoever 
will confess him before men, him will he also confess before his 
heavenly Father ; but whosoever denies him, him will he also deny 
before his heavenly Father. ( Matt. 10; Luke 12.) With the heart, 
says Paul, we believe unto righteousness, but with the mouth we 
make confession unto salvation. 

Since then the scriptures urge so much both as to believing and 
confessing, and comfort us so pleasantly against the raging and 
raving of men, therefore, do we desire to abide by the scriptures until 
death. And hereby testify before you in Christ Jesus, that we neither 
have, nor know of any other Ground, Faith or Doctrine, than what 
may be plainly read, heard or understood from the word of the Lord, 
Amen. 

MENNO SIMON. 
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My Reader — 

I write to you the truth in Christ, and lie not. In the year 
1524, being then in my twenty-eighth year, I undertook the • 
duties of a priest in my father's village, called Penningum, in 
Friesland. Two others of similar age to myself, also officiated' 
in the same station. The one was my pastor, and was well 
learned in part — the other succeeded me — both had read the 
scriptures partially; but I had not touched them during my* 
life, for I feared, if I should read them, they would mislead me. 
Behold! such a stapid preacher I was, for nearly two years. <—^' 

In the first year thereafter a thought occurred to me, as 
often as I handled the bread and wine in the mass, that they / 
were not the flesh and blood of the Lord. I thought that it | 
was the suggestion of the devil, that he might lead me off from I 
my faith. I confessed it often — sighed and prayed, yet I could 
not be freed from this thought. 

Those two aforementioned ^oung men and myself spent our 
time daily in playing, drinking, and all manner of irivolous 
diversion, alas I as it is the fashion and way of such useless 
people : and when we were to treat a little of scripture, I could • 
vot speak a word with them without being scoffed at ; for I did 
not know what I asserted — thus concealed was the word of 
Qod to my understanding. 

At length I resolved that I would examine the New Testa- 
ment attentively; — I had not proceeded far therein, ere I 
discovered that we were deceived. My conscience, >N\v\R\!k.'^^^ 
troubled on account of the sacramental biead, %l^Qx^\xv^\!s^AR^aft.^^ 
soon obtained relief, without any human avd ox «u^\\a^%'vXi^'^^ 
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I was. encouraged by Luther in the belief, that human authority 
cannot bind to eternal death. 

Through the illumination and grace of the Lord, I continued 
daily to examine the scriptures, and was soon considered by 
some, though undeservedly, as being an Evangelical preacher. 
Every one sought my company — the world loved me and had 
my affections, yet it was said that I preached the word of God, 
and was a clever man. 

Afterwards it happened, before I had been aware of the 
existence of brethren, that a pioiis, paitient man, named Sicke 
Snyder, was hanged at Leuewarden for having his baptism 
renewed. It sounded strange to me, to hear a second baptism 
spoken of. I examined the scriptures, and meditated on them 
assiduously and earnestly, but could find nothing in them 
concerning infant baptism. After I had discovered this, I 
conversed with my pastor on the subject ; and after much dis- 
cussion, we carried it so far that he had to confess, that infant 
baptism had no scriptural foundation. Notwithstanding all 
this, I dared not trust my own understanding, but consulted 
several ancient authors. They taught me that children were 

Ito be washed by baptism from their original sin. I compared 
this doctrine with the scriptures and found that it made bap- 
tism take the place of the blood of Christ. 

Afterwards, desiring to know the grounds for infant baptism, 
I went and consulted Luther. He taught me that children 
were to be baptized on account of their own faith. 1 perceived 
that this also was not in accordance with the word of God. 

Next I consulted Bucer. He taught that infants were to be 
baptized — ^that their baptism would cause those, who had their 
training, to be more careful in bringing them up in the way 
of the Lord. I perceived that this doctrine, too, was without 
foundation. 

I then consulted Bulliger. He directed me to the covenant 
and circumcision. This I found incapable of being substan- 
tiated by scripture. 

Having thus observed that authors varied greatly amon^ 
themselves, each following his own opinion, I became convinced 
that we were deceived in relation to infant baptism. 

Shortly after, I went to the village in which I was bom, 
called Witmarsum. Oovetousness and a desire to obtain *a 
, great name, were the inducements which led me to that place. 
There I spoke much concerning the scriptures without spiritu- 
ality or love, even as all hypocrites do. I made disciples of 
my own stamp, such as vain boasters and light-minded persons, 
who, alas 1 like myself, took but little of scriptural instruction 
to heart And thoagh I was able now to understand much of 
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the scriptures, yet I wasted that knowledge, through the lasts 
of my yoath, in an impure, sensual, unprofitable life. I sought 
nothing but gain, ease, favor of men, splendor, reputation and 
honor, even as they all generally do, wno embark in the same 
course of life. 

Thus, my reader, I obtained the knowledge of baptism and \ 
the Lord's supper, through the illumination of the Holy Ghost, \ 
-through much fading of the scriptures, aud meditating upon \ 
them, and through the gracious favor and gift of God, but not ^ 
by means of the service of misleading sects, as it is reported 
of me. I hope that I write the truth and do not seek vain 
glory; though some, doubtless, may have contributed to my 
assistance in the pursuit of truth, yet will I, for this, render 
thanks to the Lord forever. 

Meanwhile it happened before I had resided there one year, 
that some had almost broke in upon us with baptism, but 
whence the first beginners were, or where they resided, or 
who they properly were, is unknown to me ; neither have I 
ever seen tnem. 

Afterwards the sect of Munster made inroads, by whom 
many pious hearts in our quarter, were led into error. My t 
soul was much troubled, for I perceived, that though they 
were zealous, they erred in doctrine. I exerted my feeble 
efforts, as &r as I was able, in oppposing them by preaching 
and exhortations. I conferred twice with one of their leaders, 
once in private, and again in public; but my admonitions 
availed nothing, because I did that myself which I well knew 
was not right. 

The report spread far abroad, that I could silence these per- 
sons. Ail looked to me. I saw that I was the leader in this 
combat — ^the surety of the impenitent — all depended upon me. 
This pained my heart; I signed and prayed: Lord nelp me 
least I make myself partaker of other men's sins. My soul was 
troubled and I reflected, if I should gain the whole world, and 
live a thousand years, and at llil«t have to endure the wrath of 
God, what would I have gained ? 

Afterwards the poor straying flock, who wandered as sheep I 
without a shepherd, after many severe edicts and slaughters, I 
assembled near my place of residence, called Oude Cloistre, and, } 
alas ! through the ungodly doctrine of Munster, drew the sword I 
to defend themselves, which the Lord commanded Peter to put I 
up in the sheath. 

The blood of the slain, although they were in error, grieved 
me so sorely that I could not endure it — I could find no t«!&t 
in my soul. I reflected upon my cam&V «v^^\\l5y---\Bc^ V^^ 
critical doctrine afid idolatry, in wWd 1 cou^^x»\ ^«^l ^^^^ 
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the appearance of godliaess. I perceived that these zealous 
persons would willingly have resigned their lives and their 
estates, though they were in error, for the principles which 
they maintained. I was one of those who had discovered to 
them some of their abominations, and yet I myself remained 
satisfied with m^ unrestrained life, and Known defilements. I 
wished only to live comfortably and without the cross of Christ. 

Thus reflecting, my soul was grieved beyond endurance. I 
meditated with myself*— I miserable man? What shall I do? 
If I continue in this way and live not agreeably to the word of 
the Lord — ^if I refuse to exert my limited talents to rebuke, by 
the aid of the word of God, the learned hypocrisy, the impeni- 
tent lives, the perverted baptism, the Loni's Supper, and the 
false worship of God — If I, tnrough bodily fear, refuse to show 
them the right foundation of truth, or forbear to use my powers 
to direct the wandering flock, who would gladly do their duty 
if they knew it, to the true pasture of Christ — Oh how shall 
their shed blood rise against me in the judgment of the Al- 
mighty, and pronounce sentence against my miserable soul. 

My heart trembled in my body. I prayed to God with sighs 
and tears, that he would give to me, a troubled sinner, the gift 
of his grace, and create a clean heart within me ; that through 
the merits of the blood of Christ, He would graciously forgive 
my unclean and unprofitable life, and bestow upon me, wisdom, 
candor and fortitude, that I might with sincerity, preach his 
adorable name jand holy word, and make manifest his truth to 
his praise. ;.•:'•? 

I began in the name of the Lord to preach publicly from the 
pulpit, the word of repentanco-^to direct the people into the 
narrow path — and through scripture to reprove all ungodliness 
and sin — all idolatry and false worship — and to present the 
truth concerning baptism and the Lord's Supper, according to 
the doctrine of Christ. 

I faithfully warned every one in relation to the abominations 

I and crimes of Munster, concerning kings, polygamy, wealth, 
the sword, &c,, till about the period of nine months, when the 
gracious Lord granted me his fatherly spirit and aid ; then I 
voluntarily renounced all my worldly honor knd reputation — 
my unchristian conduct, masses, infant baptism, and my unpro- 
fitable life, and willingly submitted to poverty and distress, and 
to the yoke of Christ In my weakness I feared the Lord — ^I 
sought out the pious, and though they were few in number, I 
found some, who were zealous and maintained the truth. I 
confered with the wicked, and through the word and power of 
Oad, reclaimed some from the snares of damnation, and gained 
tdem to ObrUt T&e hardened and tebe^oua, I commended to 



OP THE CHURCH OF ROME. 15 

the Loid. (Thus, my reader, the God of mercy, through the 
benign inflnence of nis grace, exerted upon the heart of me a 
miserable sinner, produced in me a new mind, hnmbled me in 
in his fear, taught mc to kno^^jpyself in part, tamed me from 
the way of death, and called me into the narrowj)ath of life — 
to the communion of his saints. To him be praise forever 
more. 

About one year thereafter, at which time I exercised myself 
in writing and in reading the word of God in secret, it happened 
that six, seven or eight persons came to me, who were of one 
heart and one soul with myself, in^eir faith and life, and as 
far as man can judge, were unblamable, separated from the 
world and subdued to the cross. They cordially abhorred not 
only the sect of Munster, but the anatnemas and abominations 
of all other worldly sects. With much solicitude, they kindly 
requested me to reflect on the sufferings, the oppression and 
distress of those souls whose spiritual hunger was great, whilst 
the faithful stewards were few. They desired that the talents 
which I had unmeritedly received from the Lord, might be ap- 
plied to advantage. 

When I heard this my heart was greatly troubled. Trouble 
and fear were on every side ; for on the one hand I was sensi- 
ble ofi^my limited talents, my great ignorance, my weak nature, v 
the timidity of my flesh, the unbounded wickedness, perversity 
and tyranny of the world, the powerful sects, the subtlety of dif- 
ferent minds, and the heavy Qross that would press me^should 
I comply with their solicitations. On the other hand, I saw the . 
/-miserable starving condition of the Christians ; for I was aware 
what they erred as innocent sheep which have no shepherd. 

At last, after much prayer, T placed myself and these circum- 
stances before the Lord and his church, in order that we might 
pray to the Lord for a season, that should it accord with his 
noly will, he would give me such a mind and heart as would 
enable me to say witn Paul, " Woe is me, if I preach not the 
Gospel ;" for Christ says, " That if two of you shall agree on 
eartn as touching any thing that they shall ask, it shall be done 
for them of my Father which is in heaven. For where two or 
three are gathered together in my name, there am I in the 
midst of them." (Matt. 18.) 

Thus, my reader, behold, I was not called to serve among the 
followers of Munster, nor of any other seditious sect, (as it is 
falsely reported concerning me,) but I have been called by a 
people wno were ready to receive Christ and his word, led a 
penitent life in the fear of God, served their neighbors v\ \ft^^^ 
bore the cross, sought the welfare and a«\\«u\Afi\i cA ^ xs^k^, 
loved rigbteonaneBB and troth, and aWiotxed m<tV^^T!««». '^XsaA 
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they manifested that they were not such perverted persons as 
as they are slanderously reported to have been. Bat they were 
true Christians, though unknown to the world ; if we otherwise 
believe that Christ's word is true, and his holy life and example 
unblameable. 

Thus have I, a miserable sinner, been enlightened of the Lord, 
converted to a new mind, fled from Babel, went into Jerusalem, 
and finally I have, though unworthy, advanced to this high and 
arduous station. 

When the persons before mentioned, did not desist from their 
supplications, and my own conscience in some degree made me 
uneasy, ^although in weakness) because I saw the great hunger 
and need, already named, I surrendered myself, soul and body, 
to the Lord and committedmyself to his grace, and commenced, 
according to the contents of his holy word, to teach, and to 
baptize, to labor in the vineyard of the Lord with my limited 
talents, to build up his holy city and temple, and to repair the 
dilapidated walls. The great and mighty God has made known 
the word of true repentance — the word of his grace and power, 
together with the salutary use of his holy sacraments, through 
our insignificant service and unlearned writings, together with 
the service, labor and help of our Mthful brethren in manj 
towns and countries. The Lord made the condition of his 
churches glorious, and accompanied them with such a subduing 
power that many exalted and proud hearts were not only hum- 
oled, the unclean not only purified, the drunkard made sober, 
the avaricious benevolent, tne ferocious mild, and the impious 
pious ; but they also faithfully renounced their possessions and 
Dlood, bodies and lives, for the testimony of Jesus, as may daily 
be seen. These are not the fruits and evidences of false doc- 
trines, where God is not a co-worker. Neither could they en- 
dure so long under such grievous misery and oppressive crosses, 
were it not the power and word of the Almighty which sustains 
them. Yea,' more, the Lord endued them with such grace and 
wisdom, as Christ has promised to all his children in their trials, 
so that all the worldly-wise and renowned teachers, together 
with the blood-guilty daring tyrants, who, God, boast that 
they are Christians, were vanquished and abashed by these in- 
vincible champions and witnesses of Christ. Those ferocious 
persons knew of no other weapons or refuge to which to resort 
than those of banishing, seizing, punishing, burning, murdering, 
and destroying, even as has always been the custom of the old 
serpent, from the beginning, and as may be daily witnessed in 
many places of our Netherlands. 

Behold these are our calling, our doctrine and fruits of our 
pimctice; on Account of which we are so grievously slandered 
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and soTnalevolently persecuted; whether or not all the prophets, ' 
apostles, and faithful servants of God have endnred similar suf- 
ferings on accoant of their faithfulness, we willingly leave all 
the pious to be judges. 

But as much as regards my poor, weak and imperfect life, I 
freely confess that I am a poor wretched sinner, conceived of 
sinful seed in sin, and sinfully brought brought forth. I can 
say with David, " That my sins are ever before me. My thoughts, 
words and actions condemn me." I see with holy Paul, " That 
nothing good dwells in my flesh." Nevertheless, I must be al- 
lowed to boast this much in my weakness, if this wicked deso- 
late world would hear our doctrine (not ours but the doctrine 
of Christ) with patience and follow it implicitly, in the fear of 
God, there woula soon be another kind of Christianity than is, 
alas ! existing now. 

I thank God, who has made me willing with holy Paul, to 
hate the evil and follow the good ; and willingly would I with 
my own blood, reclaim the wicked world from ungodly works, 
and gain it to Christ. Through the grace of God, it is all my 
desire to fear the Lord with all my heart ; to love, seek and 
serve him, to do right before him, and be an unblamable godly 
Christian. 

I hope through the Lord's mercy and assistance, that no one 
upon earth may have ground to accuse me of leading an avari- 
cious and luxurious life. Money and affluence J. have not — I 
desire them not, although alas, some from a perverted heart, 
say that I eat more roasted than they do seethed ; and drink 
more wine than they do beer. My Lord and master, Jesus 
Christ, was also called a winebibber, and a glutton. I trust 
that through the grace of the Lord, I am innocent in this 
matter, and stand acquitted before God. 

He who purchased me with the blood of his love, and called 
me who am unworthy to his service, knows me, and knows that 
I seek not wealth nor luxury nor ease, but only the praise of 
the Lord, my salvation, and the souls of those on whose account 
I, with my poof weak wife and children, had to endure for 
eighteen years, so much affliction and persecution. Every 
where around me were fears and dangers ; yea when the minis- 
ters repose on easy beds and downy pillows, we have to conceal 
ourselves in secret. When they at weddings pipe and beat the 
tambour and vaunt loudly, we must look out, when the dogs 
bark, lest the captors be at hand. Whilst they are saluted as 
doctors, lords and teachers by every one, we have to hear that 
we are Ana-baptists, hedge preachers, deceivers and heretics, 
and must be saluted in the name of the de^vV. l\i ^otX.^'^^^^X* 
they are glorioualy rewarded for their aemci^^ m>^ \w\y5^\^- 

2* 
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comes and easy times, our recompense and portion must be 
fire, sword and death. 

Behold my faithful readers in such fear, poyerty, misery and 
danger of death, have I wretched man, periormea to this nour, 
without change, the service of the Lord, and I hope throngh 
his ffrace to continue therein to his glory, as long as I remain 
in this earthly tabernacle. What I and my co-workers have 
sought in peru)rming our arduous duties, is apparent to all the 
we£disposed, who may readily judge from the works and their 
fruits. 

I will here humbly entreat the reader for Jesus' sake, to 
accept in love, this my confession in relation to my illumination, 
conversion and calling, and to meditate thereon. I have made 
it on account of urgent necessit^r ; because I was slandered by 
the clerffv, and am accused without foundation of truth, of 
being cfuled and ordained to the service of a seditious and 
heretical sect. He that feareth God let him read and judge. - 

MENNO SIMON. 
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OF THE DAY OF GRACE. 

In the first place we teach, (John 3,) what Jesas, the teacher 
from heaven, the oracle and word of the Most High God, him- 
self, taught, that now is the time of grace, a time to awaken! 
from the sleep of onr abominable sins, (Bom. 13,) and obtain 
an upright, converted, renewed, contrite and repenting heart, 
and cordially to lament before God, our past profligate and 
dissolute course of life. And now is the time, in the fear of 
God, to crucify and mortify our depraved, sinful flesh, temper 
and nature, and arise with Christ into a new, righteous, and 
penitent life and condu^ (Eph. 4 ; Gal. 5 ; Rom. 6 ; Mark 1.) 
The time is fulfilled, and the kingdom of God is at hand: 
repent ye and believe the Gospel. 

The time is fulfiUed, that is, the promised day of grace 
approaches — the time for the appearing of the promised seed, 
the time of redemption, the time of that ofiering by which all 
things were to be reconciled in heaven and upon earth, f Gen. 
3 ; Col. 1 ; Eph. 1 .) The time for the consummation of all the 
litei^l and figurative transaction into new, spiritual and abiding 
truth. The time for which ihe fathers, Jacob, Moses, Isaiah, 
David, Daniel, &c., with all the patriarchs and prophets, looked 
and hoped with many tears. Thev saw this time, by faith, from 
afar, and drew their comfort and hopes therefrom. (Heb. 11.) 
Yea, it was to Uiem such a great ana pleasing consolation, that 
good old Simeon desired life no longer, when he beheld the time 
and saw the Bedemer. He said, Lord, now lettest thou thy 
servant depart in peace, according to thy word, for mine eyes 
have seen thy salvation which thou hast prepared before the 
face of all people. 

2%c time is fulfilled, — ^The predictions of the prophets and 
promises of the fathers, are performed. — The sworn oath is 
accomplished — Israel has obtained its David, its Prince and 
Chief. He has arisen as a mighty one to prepare his way. 
(Tb. 2 ; Isa. 9 ; Jer. 23, 30, 33 ; Hos. 3.) His going forth is 
from the heavens — the Anointed who was the desire of all 
nations has come, nrded with the sword of the spirit and 
valiant for battle. (Is. 19 ; Mich. 5 ; Hag. 2 ; Is. 24) He has 
declared the gospel of the kingdom — the word of his Father. 
He taught by precept and by the example of his unblemished 
Hfe. (Mat. 4; John 7, 13, 15.) He has conquered the mighty, 
and subdued the power of the devil ; he bore our ^Iw^^^V^^V^^^sA 
death; reconciied the father, and acqmx^d ^w «3^ \)ck^ Ok^^^^'^ 
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of God, grace, mercy and eternal life. (Matt. 11 ; Luke 11 ; 
Heb. 2 ; Isa. 53; 1 Peter 2 ; 1 Cor. 15 ; Col. 1.) He has been 
ordained by his Almighty and eternal Father as an omnipotent 
King over the holy Mount Zion. He has become the head of 
the church, a dispenser of the heavenly blessings, yea, he is an 
Almighty Bnler over all, in heaven and upon earth, Isa. 2 ; 
Eph. 2 ; Heb. 3,) and this is what Christ saith, the time is ftil- 
f filled, and the kingdom of God is at hand. 

Out of compassion and a sincere heart, I beseech you widi 
the apostle Paul, that you take heed to this day of grace, and 
be obedient to the word of God, which says : " I have heard 
thee in an accepted time ; and in the day of salvation, have I 
succoured thee. Behold, now is the accepted time, now is the 
day of salvation." Let us, with Paul, give no offence to any one, 
that our ministry be not slandered, but in all things approving 
ourselves as the ministers of God, in much patience in aMc- 
tions, in distresses, in stripes, in imprisonment, in tumults, 
(understand this in relation to things which befall us,) in labors, 
in watchings, in fastings; by pureness, by knowledge, by long- 
suffering, by kindness, by the Holy Ghost, by love unfeigned, 
by the word of truth, by the power of God, by the armor of 
righteousness, in the right hand, and in the leit by honor and 
dishonor, by evil report and good report ; as deceivers and yet 
true ; as unknown, and yet well known : as dying, and behold, 
we live ; as chastened and not killed ; as sorrowful, yet always 
rejoicing ; as poor, yet making many rich ; as having nothing 
and yet possessing all things, (2 Cor. 6, 1, 10.) Oh my beloved 
sirs, friends and brethren, my mouth is open unto you and my 
heart is enlarged for your sake. I am much grieved that you 
are so careless, and pay no attention to these plain, intelligible 
scriptures — ^that you wholly contemn the word of the Lord, and 
suffer the precious time of grace to pass so shamefully away, 
and regard nothing more than to live according to the lusts of 
your flesh whilst you bow to dumb idols. Alas I It is the time 
to awaken. The angel has sworn (Rev. 10) by him that liveth 
for ever and ever, who created heaven and the things that are 
therein and the earth, that after this time, there shall be time 
no more. We know not but that now, the present time, is the 
last vigil of the year, the last proclamation of the holy gospel, 
the last invitation to the marriage of the Lamb, which is to be 
celebrated and promulgated before the great and terrible day 
of the Lord, llence we may conclude that the summer will 
pass away and the winter approach. They, who like the foolish 
virgins, 'neglect to trim their lamps, will come too late, and 
knock, and shall be excluded. (Mat. 25.) Therefore, comfort 
aot one another with idle comfort, and vain hope ; even as some 
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do who think that the word shoald be taught, whilst they reject 
the cross. I mean those who know the word of the Lord, but 
live not according to it. The Lamb is slain from the founda- 
tion of the world, (Rev. 13,) yea, he did not only suffer, in his 
body, but he also through the cross and death, entered into that 

flory which he had left for our sakes. (Luke 24 ; John 17 ; 
*hil. 2.) If Christ then had to suffer such anguish, misery and 
pain, how can his servants expect peace, whilst they are in the 
flesh. If they have called the master of the'house Beelzebnbi 
how much more shall they call those of his household ? (Math. 
10, 25.) All that would live godly in Christ Jesus, says Paul, 
most suffer persecution, (2 Tim. 3.) Ye shall be hated, saith 
Christ, by all men for my name's sake. (Matt 10.) 

Banish then all thougnts of delay from your heart, lest ye be 
deceived through vain hopes. 1 knew some who waited for 
more propitious days, to serve the Lord, but they did not live « 
to realize their hopes. Had the apostles and the Fathers thus 
delayed, the gospel would, at this day be unknown and the 
word of the kingdom would be concealed. Oh, if you, who 
boast that you are christians and the children of God, were as 
you ought to be, you would say with Paul : Who shall separate 
us from the love of God, (Bom. 3.) For the flesh, the devil, 
sin, hell and death would all be subdued, there would be no 
desire to remain any longer in this depraved, wicked, sanguinary 
world. Ye would boast of nothing save the cross of Christ, 
(Gal. 6,) and like Paul desire to be delivered from this body 
and live with Christ, (Phil. 2.) 1 cordially desire that you may 
awaken without delay; and may the gracious Lord give us 
liberty and joy, which we shall thankfully receive at his 
gracious hands ; but should he withhold his blessings, still his 
great name must, and shall be praised eternally. We have all 
enjoyed the acceptable time oi grace ; for now is the day of 
salvation. Let us not, like ungrateful, disobedient, bloodthirsty 
Jerusalem, reject the divine peace, heavenly grace, but let us 
awaken, with sober hearts and hear the inviting voice and rise 
NOW from the slumber of our offensive sins, for the Lord is, at 
hand ; the night is far spent, the day is at hand ; let us, there- 
fore, cast off the works of darkness, and let us put on the armor 
of light, let us walk honestly as in the day ; not in rioting and 
drunkenness, not in chambering and wantonness, not in strife 
and envy. But put on thj^ord Jesus Christ, and make not 
provision, for the flesh, to ffifil the lusts thereof. (Bom. 13.) 
Let every Boe be vigilant, for now is the time which the grace 
of God has given for repentance. Ecce, nunc tempus acceg- 
tumy Ecce, nunc dies saliUia. Behold, no^ \& \X:k& ^«^^^\s^ 
time^ behdd now is the day of salvtt^oii. 
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OF SINCERE AND TRUE REPENTANCE. 

In the second place we exhort yon in the language of Christ, 
repent for the kingdom of heaven is at hand. (Math. 4.) Oh 
thou faithful worj of divine grace and love, thou art read and 
sung, and preached with the mouth, with life, and death, and 
proclaimed in dififerent parts of the world, but thy power so 
few desire; and what is more deplorable, those who receive 
thee, are made a prey by an ungodly world. Beloved, it will 
avail us nothing to be called christians and boast of the Lord's 
blood, merits, grace and gospel, as long as we are not con 
verted from a sinful life. It is all in vain that we are called 
christians, or that Christ died, or that we were born in the days 
of grace, and baptized with water, if we walk not in obedience 
to all the commandments of Grod, therefore let us awaken from 
the slumber of sin. Behold the world lieth in wickedness. 
All around may be seen sensuality, pride, lying, fraud, avarice, 
strife, incontitience, murdering, hypocricy, blasphemy, idolatry 
and false worship. (Ps. 31 ; Ezek. 22 ; mc. 6 ; Hos. 4 ; Bom.4.) 
In short, the efiforts of a sinful world are directed against what 
God commands. Who can relate the alarming condition of the 
present times. Yet the wicked want to call themselves the holy 
christian church ! Oh no ! they who do such things, saith Paul, 
will not inherit the kingdom of God. (Bom. 1 ; 1 Cor. 6 ; Gal. 
6 ; Eph. 6 ; Rev. 21 ; John 3.) ye men, awake from your 
slumbers, for thus saith the Lord, verily, verily I say unto you 
except ye be born from above ye shall not see the kingdom of 
God. Again, verily, verily I say unto you, except ye be bom 
of water and spirit, ye cannot enter into the kingdom of God. 
Again, verily, verily, I say, except ye repent and become as 
little children, ve cannot enter into the kingdom of heaven, 

iMatt. 18.) What does it profit to speak much of Christ and 
lis word, if we do not believe him and obey his command- 
ments. Again, 1 say, awaken, banish accursed unbelief with 
all unrighteousness from your hearts; live a pious, penitent 
life according to the scriptures; for Christ says, except ye 
repent, ye shall all likewise perish. (Luke 13.) Here do not 
understand such repentance as ^ taught by an erring world, 
which is only an outward appearance, consisting of human 
righteousness, such as hypocriticaf fasting, pilgrimage, praying 
and reading of Pater Nosters and Ave Maria8,nearing frequent 
masses, auricular confessions and the like hypocricy, which 
Christ and bis boly apostles did not teacb aiid comm&ud, and. 
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therefore, instead of profiting, it will tend to provoke and 
excite divine displeasure. Such doctrines are fruitless and 
unavailing — the commands of men — the enchanted wine of 
Babvlonian whoredom, which those, who have dwelt upon the 
earm have drunk for so many ages. (Bev. 17.) But we speak 
of a repentance possessed of power. That which was taught 
by John, to the Jews — " Bring forth fruits meet for repentance, 
and think not to say within yourselves we have Abraham for 
our father, for I say unto you, that God is able of these stones 
to raise up children unto Abraham. And now also the axe 
is laid at the root of the trees ; therefore, every tree which 
bringeth not forth good fruit is hewn down and cast into the 
fire." 

Behold, dear reader, the repentance we teach, is to die unto 
sin, and all ungodly works, and live no longer according to the 
lusts of the flesh. Do as David did, (2 Kings 12 : 22, 24,) when 
he was reproved by the prophet on account of his adultery, 
and for numbering the people : He wept bitterly, called upon 
€k>d, forsook the evil and aid so no more. Peter sinned very 
grievously but once, and no more. Matthew, when called by 
the Saviour forsook his former way of life. (Matt 16.) Zaccheos 
and the sinful woman did not again return to the smful works 
of darkness, (Matt. 9.) Zaccheus made restitution to those 
whom he had defrauded, and gave one-half of his goods to the 
poor and distressed, (Luke 10 : 8.) And the woman wept bit- 
terly; she washed the feet of the Lord with her tears, and wiped 
them with the hair of her head ; she anointed him with precious 
ointment, and sat humblv at his feet to listen to his blessed 
word. (Luke 7: 10.) These are the precious fruits of that 
repentance which is acceptable to the Lord. Therefore, it was 
said unto David, (2 KingB 12,) that the Lord removed his sins 
from him. To Peter it was proclaimed that the Lord had 
arisen from the dead. (Matt. 9, 10.) Matthew was called to be 
an apostle. Zaccheus was told that he had become a son of 
Abraham. Magdalena was commended for choosing the better 
part which would never be taken from her, (Luke 10.) And \ 
Christ said to the adultress to depart in peace and sin no more. 

Such a repentance we teach and none other. Namely, that 1 
no one can count himself pious, and glory in the grace of God, I 
the forgiveness of sin, or the merits of Christ, unless he has i 
truly repented. It is not enough to say, we are Abraham's chil- 
dren, that is, that we profess to be christians and be esteemed 
as the followers of Christ. But we must do the works of i 
Abraham, that is, we must walk as all the true children of ^ 
God are commanded to walk. John fioya, "11 "w^ ^«^ ^^>ass^^ 
fellowship with him and walk in datkaeaa,^^ Yia,^\A ^^ "s^kX 
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the truth. Bat if we walk in the light as he is in the li^ht, we 
have fellowship one with another : and the blood of Christ, his 
son, cleanseth us from all sin. (1 John 1, 6, 8.) L ask mj 
readers if they ever read in the scriptures that an impenitent, 
obdurate man who fears not God nor his word, who is earthly, 
sensual, and devilish, and lives according to his lusts can be a 
child of Gk>d and a joint heir of Christ? you must answer, no. 
But he that with all his heart ceases from evil and learns to do 
well, to him in the whole scriptures, the grace of the Lord is 
proclaimed. Thus the prophet says : wash ye ; make you clean ; 
put away the evil of your doin^ from before mine eyes, cease 
to do evU, learn to do. well, seek judgment, relieve the oppressed, 
judge the fatherless, plead for the widow. Come now let as 
reason together, saith the Lord : Though your sins be as scar- 
let, they shall be as white as snow ; though they be red like 
crimson, they shall be as wool, (Isaiah 1.) And again. But if 
the wicked will turn from all his sins that he hath committed, 
and keep all my statutes and do that which is lawful and ri^ht, 
he shall surely live, — he shall not die. All his transgressions 
which he hath committed, they shall not be mentioned nnto 
him. (Ezek. 1, 8.) .And further, search the whole scriptures, 
the true instructions and testimonies of the holy prophets^ 
evangelists and apostles; and you will find it clearly stated 
how this godly repentance is to be performed in sinceri^; 
and that without it no one can receive grace, or enter into ue 
kingdom of heaven. In short, as far as in us lies, we teach 
repentance from the word of the Lord, in order that ye may 
destroy those carnal lusts which war against the soul, (I Pet. 
2 ;) crucifv the flesh with its lusts and desires, (Gal. 5 ;) refrain 
from conformity to this world, (Rom. 18 ;) subdue the love of 
this world and the things therein, (John 1 ;1 put off the old man 
with his deeds, and put on the new, wnich is renewed in 
knowledge, after the image of him, that created him, (Col. 5 ;) 
put off old Adam with nis whole nature and deceitful lusts, 
such as pride, avarice, unchastity, hatred, envyings, gluttony, 
drinking, idolatry, and that ye put on the new man which after 
Gk>d is created in righteousness and true holiness, whose fruits 
are faith, love, hope, righteousness, peace, joy in the Holy 
Ghost. (Eph. 4; Gal. 5 ; 1 Cor. 13 ; Bom. 14.) In suffering be 
patient, merciful, compassionate and chaste; and hate and 
rebuke all sin. Entertain a cordial zeal for God and his word. 
I repeat it again, this repentance must be sincere, fruitful, 
acceptable to the Lord and according to his word. He that 
receives this grace, and retains it to the end, may rejoice and 
thank Qod, for the end thereof is eternal life. But he that 
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rejects it and desires it not, be he warned that the end is eter- 
nal woe. 

Beloved, do for once lay it to heart, what it is, and what the 
consequences will be, to wilfully transgress the commands of 
the Most High. Adam and Eve ate but once of the forbidden 
fruit, which the Lord had commanded them not to eat, (G^n. 
3 ;) and the earth was cursed. In the sweat of his face, Adam 
was doomed to eat his bread all the days of his life. Eve and 
her daughters must bring forth in pain and be in subjection to 
their husbands. Both were driven from Paradise, and, with all 
their race, placed under the sentence : Dust thou art and unto 
dust shalt thou return. There was no forgiveness, no conso- 
lation. But the Eternal Word, God's eternal Son, came from 
the high heavens — assumed human nature, suffered hunger, 
temptation, misery, the cross and death, for the redemption of 
man. Oh beloved, if this single transgression was so great 
before God, what shall become of those who proudly despise 
the holy word, the covenant, the will and command of the Lord; 
who do not confess, nor desist from their sins, though they are 
full of iniquity from the crown of the head to the soles of the 
feet. Cain was cursed and became a vagrant upon earth, 
because he so enviously slew his innocent brother Abel. (Gen. 
4.] Alas, what will become of those who at the present day 
without compassion, persecute, plunder, and murder the pious 
Abelites, who, with warm and smcere hearts, seek Christ and 
eternal life. The ancient world was drowned in the waters of 
the flood, because the " sons of God looked upon the daughters 
of men, tiiat they were fair, and took to themselves wives of all 
which they choose." And also, because they would not be 
reproved by the spirit of God, for every imagination and thought 
of the heart was evil continually. (Gen. 6, 7, 8.) Reflect upon 
the lusts with which the marriages of the present day are con- 
tracted ; Yea like horses and mules, without the fear of God. ' 
(Job 6.) How the Holy Ghost is reviled, slandered and grieved, 
and how they all walk in their perverted way which leads to 
hell. Sodom and Gomorrah with the surrounding cities, were 
burned up with the fire of the furious wrath of God, and cast 
into the abyss of hell, on account of their pride, wantonness, 
cruelty and abominable crimes. (Gen. 18, 19 ; Ezek. 16.) Alas I 
what will befall those miserable men in the great and terrible 
day when the Lord will appear in his glory, those miserable 
men, whose pride, covetousness, debauchery, pomp, tyranny, 
blood thirsty, adultery, fornication, papal abominations, no heart 
can conceive, no tongue can express or describe. (Eom. 1 ; 
1 Tim. 1.) 

Korafl, Dath&n and Abiram, thougli t\ie^ ^^t^ ^is^^ ^^'Si^ ^^ 

3 
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Abraham, and some of them bom of Levi, yet because they 
revolted against Moses and Aaron, and entered uncalled into 
the sacerdotal office, they and all their company, were sunk 
into the earth alive. (Numb. 16.) Reflect, what will ultimately 
befall our Korites, or what they have to await, who have never 
acknowledged God, much less, have been sent by him. Their 
service and calling are not from God, nor according to his 
word, but, as the scriptures teach, are from the infernal abyss, 
and are of the dragon and the beast, (Rev. 9, 13, 17,) who mis- 
lead so many miserable souls by their seducing doctrines, Baby- 
lonian sorcery ,/ind hypocritical lives, and not only despise, but 
persecute, crucify and kill Christ — the righteous Moses and 
Aaron. Moses, the faithful servant of God, could not enter 
the promised land, only because he was once faint-hearted, and 
doubted the word of the Lord, (Num. 4 ;) how much less shall 
this unbelieving, faithless, perverted, stiflf-necked generation, 
enter the eternal promised land of glory, who not only dis- 
believe, but despise the word of the Lord — the delightful gospel 
of Christ. They hate it bitterly and persecute it ; trample the 
blood of Christ under foot, stop their ears against the truth, 
and refuse to be taught by any means, either by truth or the 
unblamable lives of the saints, or by the innocent blood of the 
worthy-witnesses of Jesus, which has been shed, and, in many 
countries flowed like water. 

ye miserable men, who commit so much evil, and are such 
loathsome objects before God, take heed, to the word of the 
Lord. Cleanse yourselves, purify your hands and unbelieving 
hearts, and do not longer despise God's grace with your vaia 
boastings, and say not, Abraham is your father, (James 4 ;) or 
that you are children of God, that Christ died for you ; that you 
trust in his mercy. Trust not to lies, says Jeremiah the pro- 
phet. Say not here is the temple of the Lord, the temple of 
the Lord, the temple of the Lord, for it avails nothing that 
Christ died, and that we are called by his name, if we do not 
possess a sincere and powerful faith in Christ Jesus, and exer- 
cise unfeigned love and lead an obedient, pious, unblamable 
life. God s mercy, says the scriptures, is towards his saints, 
and his care is over his chosen. (Wisd. 4.) The hope of the 
wicked is in vain, (Wisd. 5.) The eyes of the Lord are upon 
the righteous, and his ears are open to their cry, (Fs. 33 ; I 
Pet. 3;) Ye are my friends, saith Christ, if you do whatever I 
command you, (John 15.) Therefore we pray and exhort you 
again to reform yourselves. He is the same unchangeable God. 
(Math. 3 ; James 1.) He is a strict, jealous, and rigid punisher 
of all wickedness, yea, a righteous jud^ of all ungodliness, 
and every evil work. He visits the m\c^\i<^ ot tba C&th«ra 
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upon the children, nntil the third and foarth generations of 
them that hate him ; on the other hand, he is gracious, kind 
and mercifal unto thousands of. them that love him and keep 
his commandments. (Ex. 30.) Oh reader, reader, beloved 
reader, it is a fearful thing to fall into the hands of the living 
God. (Heb. 10.) The time is fulfilled, now is the accepted 
time — now is the day of salvation. (Mark 2 ; Cor. 6.) The 
kingdom of heaven is at hand, would jon inherit it and enter 
into it? Yon must reform, not only in appearance, as the hypo- 
crites do, but as sincere penitents, with all your heart and with 
all your powers, and bring forth good fruit. If not, you must 
be cut off and cast into the fire of fierce wrath. (Matt. 3 ; Luke 
3 ; John 15.) Imo, nisi resvpuerite^ omnes similiter^ periittes, 
(Luke 13,) (i. e.) unless ye repent, ye shall all likewise perish. 
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In the third place, we teach with Christ, and say " Believe 
the gospel.'' Mark 1. That gospel is the glad tidings, and 
promulgation of God's grace tons- ward, and of the forgiveness of • 
our sins through Christ Jesus. Faith receives this gospel through 
the Holy Ghost, and does not look upon former righteousness 
or unrighteousness, but the believer hopes, (Rom. 4,) and with 
the whole heart, depends upon the grace, word and promises of 
the Lord. He knows that God is true and that his promises 
are sure, (Ps. 51, 14, 4,) whereby the heart is renewed, con- 
verted, justified, made pious, peaceable and joyous. (Bom. 3, 
5 ; Gkd. 2.) He is born a child of God, (John 1,) approaches 
with full confidence to the throne of grace, (Heb. 4,) and thus 
.becomes a joint heir with Christ, a possessor of eternal life. 
(John 7 ; Rom. 8 ; 1 Tim. 1.) 

Believers awaken in time. They hear and believe the word 
of the Lord. They weep over their past unworthy life and 
conduct. They desire medicine, help, and advice for their sick 
souls. (Matt. 26.) To such, Christ, who is the comforter of all 
troubled hearts, says, " Believe the gospel." That is, fear not : 
rejoice and be comforted ; I will not punish you, but will heal 
you, comfort you, and give you life. (Isai. 41.) A bruised reed 
I will not break, and smoking flax I will not quench ; but I will 
bind up that which was broken, and will strengthen that which ^ 
was weak, I will seek for what was lost. (Ezek. 24 ; Matt, II,\ 
For I came not to call the righteous, but aVsiii«t^ \ft xc^«oX»«aRfe» 
(Matt 9; Luke 2; John 1 ; 1 John \.) ksi.Q.Kir^^%\f^*^^ %^^ 
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geasnre of my heavenly Father, I came into the world, and by 
e power of the Holy Ghost, I became a visible, tangible and 
dying man ; in all points like unto you, sin excepted. (Heb. 4 ; 
Luke 2 ; Phil. 2.) I was born of Mary the spotless virgin ; I 
came down from heaven, proceeded from the mouth of the Most 
High ; am the first born of every creature ; the first and the 
last ; the beginning and the end, (Eccle. 24 ; Col. 3 ; Rev. 1, 
21 ; I am the Son of the Almighty God ; Matt. 16,) anointed 
with the Holy Ghost to preach the gospel to the poor, and to 
bind up the broken hearted, (Isa. 61 ; Luke 4,) to proclaim 
liberty to the captives ; to give sight to the blind ; to set at 
liberty the prisoners and to preach the acceptable year of the 
Lord. Believe the gospel. I am the Lamb that was offered 
for you all. I take away the sins of the whole world. My 
Father has ["made me unto you wisdom, sanctification and re- 
demption, (Exodus, 6 ; 1 Cor. 6 ; John 1 ; 1 Cor. 1 ; Isai. 28 ; 
Bom. 6, 10 ;) those who believe on me shall not be made 
ashamed ; yea, all that believe that I am he shall have eternal 
life. (John 3.) Behold, beloved, all who believe this, are 
those of whom the scriptures say, to them gave he power to be- 
come the sons of God, even to them that believe on his name, 
which are born, not of blood, nor of the will of the flesh, nor of 

• the wiD of man, but of God, (John 1, 12, 13.) These are they who 
are justified by faith and have peace with God, through our Lord 
Jesus Christ, through whom we have obtained this grace, that 
we can boast of the hope of the glory of God. (Rom. 6.) And 
this, as Paul says, is all of grace and love ; for all are sinners 
and have come short of the glory of God. Being freely justi- 
fied by grace through the redemption which is in Christ Jesus, 
^ho God hath set forth to be a propitiation, through faith in 
his blood, &c, (Rom. 3.) There is none that can boast of this 
faith — that he is saved of himself; for it is the gift of God. 
(Eph. 2.) All who receive faith from God, receive, as it were, 
a tree full of all manner of suitable fruit. Happy they who re- 
ceive this gift of God, for it is more precious than silver or gold, 
or gems — it is incomparable. He that obtains it, obtains Christ 
Jesus, forgiveness of sins, a new mind, and eternal life. True 
faith, whicn is acceptable to God is not dead. It brings forth 
fruit, and so manifests its nature. It is even fruitful in charity, 
it works and wills righteousness ; it mortifies the flesh ; it cru- 
cifies lust and sinful desires ; it rejoices in the cross of Christ ; 
is renewed and regenerated, it quickeneth, it makes holy and 

# joyful in Christ Jesus. Such a faith, we say, is the gift of God, 
(Rom. 1,) by which according to the scriptures, the righteous 

are to live, as did Abel, Enoch, Noah, Abraham, Moses, Rahab 
»ndaU the Bsdata. (Heb. 11.) Evetj good tt^ biingeth forth 
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good fruit. (Gal. 3 ; Heb. 10.) And every tree which bringeth 
not forth good frnit, although in full and verdant foliage, must be 
accursed and consumed by fire. (Matt. 3, 21 ; Mark 1, 6 ; 
Luke 3.) And thus, also, a fruitless, powerless faith, such as is 
possessed by the world, and is not operative in love, be it ever 
so learned, and wise, and eloquent, and imposing and miracu- 
lous, still it is in the sight of God, unclean, dead, and cursed. 
(Matt. 6 ; 1 Cor. 13 ; James 2.) 

Therefore, we exhort you with Christ Jesus, believe the Oos* 
pel ; that is, believe the joyful news, — the message of divine 
grace, through Jesus Christ. Leave off sinning, manifest re- 
pentance, mourn for your past life, submit to the word and will 
of the Lord, then you will become joint-heirs and children of 
the new and heavenly Jerusalem, and be freed from your ene- 
mies, hell, the devil, sin and death. Walk according to the 
spirit and not according to the flesh. (Kom. 8.) Quid credit 
filio Dei habet vitam (Btemam, i. e. he that believeth on the 
son of God hath eternal life. 
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We, poor wretched men, forsaken of every human assistance, 
and all consolations, have, like innocent sheep, without a shep- 
herd, become a prey to the roaring and fierce lions of the 
forest, and the devouring beasts of the field ; to the world we 
have become a spectacle and a reproach. (1 Cor. 4.) We 
have to suffer daily the oppression of lords and nobles, the in- 
human reviling and abuse of the learned ; and the lying, scorn- 
ing and mockery of the common people. We humbly entreat 
the imperial majesty, kings, lords, princes and officers, every 
one in nis station, of worthiness and highness, by the deep and 
bloody wounds of our Lord Jesus Christ, that you lay aside all 
displeasure and bad opinion of us, and reflect with pity on the 
inhuman and severe trials, misery, wants, crosses, and murder- 
ings of your helpless and innocent servants ; for the great Lord 
before whom we stand, who is the searcher of all hearts, and 
before whose eyes all things are revealed, (Ps. 7; Jer. 17;. 
Rom. 8 ; Heb. 4,) knows that we seek nothing else upon this I 
earth, than that we, with a good conscience, may live accord- » 
ing to his holy commandments, ordinances, word and will. But 
there are, alas I in our day, some evil sects, which will doubt- 
less, be manifested in due time. 

Do, iherefore, co^idescend so much aA lo t^«A w« >Rx>fesi^ 
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with attention, and with a godfearing and impartial heart, so 
that you may know us, and cease to deter us from our doc- 
trines, faith and practice, by persecution, poverty, misery and 
death. Be pleased, therefore, to examine more deeply into the 
truth*— and be no longer guilty of innocent blood. 

r* Show some natural pity — some humanity towards your poor 
servants. Think not that we, miserable, forlorn men, are wood 
or stone, but we are descended with you, from one father, Adam, 

> and from one mother Eve, and are created by the same God. 
We have a common entrance into this world, are clothed with 
the same nature, which desires rest and peace,— have wives and 
children as well as you, and are naturally like all other crea- 
tures on earth, afraid of death. 

^^ Therefore, humble yourselves in the name of Christ, and save 
your poor souls. Examine our doctrine and instructions, and 
you will find through the grace of God, that they are the pure, 
unadulterated doctrines of Christ, — the holy Word, the Word 
of eternal peace, (Acts 20 ; Eph. 2,) the Word of eternal truth, 
the Word of divine grace, the Word of our salvation, (James 1, j 
the all-conquering Word, against which the gates of hell shall 
never prevail. (Matt. 16.) It is the two-edged sword which 
proceeded out of the mouth of the Lord, (Rev. 1,) — the sword 
of the spirit by which all living upon the earth are to be 
judged. (Eph. 6.) 

Oh ye beloved sirs, put your swords into the sheath ; for as 
true as the Lord lives, you do not fight against flesh and blood, 
but against him who has eyes like a flame of fire ; (Rev. 1 ;) 
who dispenses justice, and makes war in righteousness : who 
is crowned with many crowns, whose name no one knaws 
but himself, who is clothed with a vesture dipped in blood ; 
whose name is called the Word of God ; who rules the nations 
with a rod of iron ; who treads the wine- press of the fierce 
wrath of Almighty God ; who has a name written upon his ves- 
ture and on his thigh, THE KING OF KINGS AND LORD 
OF LORDS. (Rev. 19.) 

Oh ye high renowned lords and princes, it is against this 
Being you are contending and taking such a stand with your 
counsel and sword. Remember what the great prophet (Zach. 
2) said concerning the children of God, who are sufiering here : 
He that toucheth you toucheth the apple of mine eye. It is a 
dreadful abomination, mad wickedness, and insanity, so mise- 
rably to slay, to destroy and exterminate those who with such 
warm hearts, seek the Lord and eternal life, and who would not 
molest any one upon earth. The death of the righteous, saith 
David, (Ps. 16,) is precious in the sight of the Lord. It is 

t/esas of Nazareth whom ye persecute, (Acts 9,) and not us, 
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Therefore waken, desist, fear God and his word, for yon and 
we will all be summoned to appear before one Judge, before 
whom all are on a level — there is no distinction there ; neither 
power, exaltation, fair speeches, nor talents will there avail. 
Judgment is there passed impartially and without respect to 
persons — and there the oppressed will have justice done him, 
and then the murdered Jesus, with all his elect will enter into 
his promised inheritance— his kingdom and glory, and be beyond 
the power of death, and the reach of tyrant's cruel hands. See- 
ing then, that you deal so unjustly and tyrannically, according 
to the evil intentions of your wicked hearts, without the sanc- 
tion of scripture, with the helpless and godly, how can yon 
expect any favor and mercy in the day of the Lord, when we 
will all have to stand before the impartial judgment seat; 
where every one will receive according to his deeds. (James 
1; Rom. 14; 2 Cor. 5,j 

We desire not this ravor as the evil doers of this world ; for 
we have not sinned in our doctrine, faith and practice, although 
we have to suffer so muchfbut we, only with the word of the 
Lord, as, ^9 scriptures direct us. reajat anti-christian doctrines, 
ordinances, ana evil courses or Kfe.' S We resist neither the 
emperor, nor the king, uor'an'y ilifliority to which thev are 
called of God, but we are ready to obey till death, in all things 
not contrary to God and his word. (Matt. 17, 22 ; Bom. 13 ; 
Tit. 3; Pet. 1.) And we very well know what the scriptures 
teach and command us, concerning this. But we desire so 
much mercy as that we may, under your gracious protection, 
teach, act and serve the Lord, according to the dictates of our 
consciences, so that to you and many with you, the ^gospel of 
Christ may be rightly preached, and the gate of life opened. 
Alas ! had only the learned the word of God, and not we, how 
gladly would we be taught by them. But since we have it, 
and they not, we therefore pray, for Jesus' sake, do not urge us 
to leave Christ, and join Antichrist! to go from truth to error — 
from life to certain death. (Wisd. 6.) y 

Oh, ye high renowned lords and princes, who are appointed ^ 
by God, to be heads and rulers of the people, consider well and 
believe the word of the Lord : for if you will not desist from 
unrighteousness, and fear God and do right, it would be better 
for you if you had never been bom. The innocent blood of 
Abel calls unto heaven, (Gen. 4) and will be demanded at your 
hands at the last day. Again we say, awake, fear God's word ; 
for God the Lord himself, will rule in heaven, his kingdom, and 
in the thoughts and consciences of men. (Isa. 14.) He will 
permit none to detract from his glory, or attempt to become 
etxalted above him. Lncifer the &\t ange^ oi ^^;^> ^<^%vt^\ "^ 
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exalt himself to the Most High, but was cast down from hea- 
ven into the abyss of hell, and is retained in chains of darkness 
till the judgment of the last day. (Rev. 12 ; 2 Pet. 2 ; Jude 1.) 
Beloved sirs, receive it in love, and be not oflFended, for the 
truth must be made known. Your pride has arisen to heaven ; 
this yon will find to be true if yon look at Christ, and his 
word, his example and life. The Almighty and everlasting 
Father, through his eternal Wisdom, Jesus Christ, has given 
ordinances, and commands, in his kingdom, which is his chnrch, 
about doctrines, sacrament, &c. But you, through the counsel 
and instigation of the learned, have changed t^hese, and resorted 
to persecution and extermination, by your inhuman mandates, 
as if the almighty and everlasting Word, were to yield to your 
authority ; and as if the divine ordinances of the Son of God, 
f might be improved into a more suitable form, and made to 
^ answer a better purpose, through the wisdom of men. Oh 
presumption of presumption ! oh madness of all madness — why 
exalt thyself, earth and dust ! Acknowledge Christ Jesns 
as your chief Lord, who, of God, is jnade to you a Prince and a 
Judge. (Eccl. 10.) ThMieay^ns are the Lord's, saith David, 
but the earth he gave^jbo the children of men. (Eph. 1 ; Col. 
2.) If any one were to rise up against the earthly emperor or 
king, and enter upon the kingdom and government, he would 
not be borne patiently, nor go unpunished ; much less will it be 
left unpunished, when an army of earthly flesh rises against the 
emperor and king, Christ Jesus, to dethrone him from the seat 
of nis divine majesty, and to rob him of his sceptre and his 
crown, as though Christ, the eternal Wisdom of God, were 
unreasonable and unfit for the heavenly government. Reflect 
what befel the haughty and proud hearts who were for erecting 
their seats near the throne of God. 

Therefore humble yourselves under the Almighty hand of 
God, as Peter teaches, (1 Pet. 5) and take the prosperous, great 
king, Nebuchadnezzar, as an example, /Dan. 3, 4;) and 
observe how grievously he was punished by God, on account of 
* his pride; and how, after being punished, he turned his heart to 
wisQom, and feared the Almighty ; he praised his works and 
adorable name. 

Beloved, awaken and mend your ways, for it does not become 
the creature to rise up against the Creator. Christ will himself 
be the head of his church — ^the onlv teacher in his school — the 
only king who will judge his kingdom — not with the docirines 
and commands of men, nor with slaying and murdering, but 
with his holy spirit, his power, his grace, and his word. 

Therefore, we pray you, O you great ones of the earth, 
wtom we, through the mercy of God, acknowledge in all tem- 
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poral things before our gracious Lord, that yoa wonld not 
grieve the eternal Almighty king, Christ Jesns, who has been 
ordained by his Father as the only Lord and Saviour of our 
indigent souls ; and that you perform the duties of your office 
in tempo rcU jgov ernment, to which you have been called. We 
do with all our hearts, desire to render Oeesar, the things of 
Offisar, and to God, the things that are Gods. (Matt. 22.) ; 
Be pleased to consider well, l£is, our doctrine and instruction, 
concerning baptism, and the Lord's supper, and the shunning 
of Babylonian deeds; and compare it with the word of the 
Lord. We hope, through the grace of God, you will find in 
truth that we oelieve and teach nothing else, than what the 
true oracle of the Lord has commanded us, and his holy apos- 
tles have testified. To this end, may the great Lord grant you 
his grace. Amen. 



CONCERNING BAPTISM. 

Christ, after his resurrection, commanded his apostles saying, 
€k> ye therefore, and teach all nations, baptizing them in the 
name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost ; 
teaching them to observe all things whatsoever I have com- 
manded you, and lo, I am with you always, even unto the end 
of the . world. (Matt. 28.) 

Here we have the Lord's command concerning baptism, when 
and how it shall be administered after God's ordinance ; namely 
that the gospel must first be preached and then those bap- 
tized who believe therein. Christ says, " Go ye into all the 
world and preach the gospel to every creature. He that 
believeth and is baptized shall be saved, but he that believeth 
not, shall be damned." (Mark 16.) Thus hath the Lord 
commanded and ordered, therefore, let nothing else be 
taught or practised forever. (1 Cor. 3.) God's word abides 
forever, (isa. 40; 1 Pet. 1.) Young children are with- 
out understanding and cannot be taught, therefore, no 
baptism can be administered to them, without perverting the 
ordinance of the Lord, misusing his high name, and doing vio- 
lence to his holy word. In the New Testament there are no 
ceremonies commanded children, for it treats, both in doctrines 
and sacraments, with those who have ears to hear and hearts * 
to understand. (Matt. 13 ; Mark 4 ; Luke 8.) 

As Christ commanded, so the holy apostles taught aud^ra^- 
tised^ as may de perceived in many paiVa ol VllDk&^^^^^^^A*' 
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ment. Thus Peter said, Repent and be baptized in the name 
of Christ for the forgiveness of sins, so shall ye receive the 
gift of the holy ghost. Again, Philip said to the Eunuch, "If 
thou believest with all thine heart, thou mayest be baptized." 
♦(Acts 8.) Here faith followed not baptism, but ^bai2.tism fol- 
,lowed faith. (Matt. 28 ; Mark 16 ; Eph. 5 ; Heh. 6.) 
I Thus has Christ commanded baptism, and received it him- 
self, according to the following manner : — ^when the time had 
come, and the hour had approached, in which he was to exe- 
cute his enjoined commission, to preach the word, and • make 
known his Father's holy name, he went to John, to the Jordan 
and was baptized by him, that he might fulfil all righteousness. 
He prepared himself to meet temptation, misery, the cross and 
deatn. And as a willing, obedient child, he resigned himself to 
his father's will ; he himself said, that he did not come to do his 
will, but the will of him that sent Him. (John 6.) He was 
baptized by John, attested to by the Holy Ghost, and acknow- 
ledged by the Father, as a beloved son. (Matt. 3.) 

Behold, thus Christ commands, and was himself baptized ; 
and thus the apostles taught and practised. Who will rise up 
against the Lord, and say, it shall not be so ? Who will teach 
and instruct Wisdom ? Who will charge the apostles and evan- 
gelists with falsehood? It would be altogether unbecoming 
for a child to command and judge his father, or a servant his 
master , and it is much more improper for the creature to 
oppose the Creator. But now it is manifest that the world 
with its unprofitable doctrines and commandments of men — 
with its anti-christian customs, long-standing usages, its tyran- 
nical, murdering sword, judges over Christ and his word. 
Christ's truths are esteemed lies ; his wisdom, foolishness ; his 
light, darkness ; and his gospel, perverted and false. In short, 
Christ must be silent and suflFer. 

Now it may probably be said, that a command of this kind 
was necessary in the beginning of the gospel, for at that time 
there were no believers whose children might be baptized. 
But if the parents are believers, their children then are also 
baptized, even as Abraham, when he believed, circumcised 
his children. (Gen. 17.) Oh no I this does not follow. Although 
Abraham believed God, only one half of his seed was circum- 
cised, namely, the male children, and not the females, though 
he was the father of the female, as well as the male children : of 
which, in the replication, by the grace of God, more shall be 
said. 

In the beginning the gospel was to be preached, and faith 
followed hearing, and baptism followed faith ; this is incontro- 
rertible, for so the scriptares teach. (Rom. 10 ; Mark 16., 
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That believers' children should be baptized becanso Abraham's Y 
children were circumcised (Gen. 14,) cannot be supported by 
scripture ; but if it could be established, though it cannot, but 
few, would then be baptized, for the number of true believers, . 
it is to be lamented, is very small. Thev are not all christians 
who are so called. But those only who have the spirit of. - 
Christ, are true christians ; and I know not where many are 
to be found. Tea, all who with Abel bring an acceptable offer* 
ing; those who are born with Isaac of the free woman, and with 
Jacob, have the birth-right, and have obtained the paternal 
blessing, must be slain by Cain, mocked by Ishmael, and hated 
by Esau, (Gen. 25, 27 ; John 3 ; Gal. 4.) even as we hear and 
see on all sides — may God effect a change for the better. 

This is the word and will of the Lord, that all who hear and 
believe, be baptized, (as above stated) in order to profess their 
faith, and declare that they will henceforth not live according 
to their own will, but according to <the will of God, (2 Cor. 6.) 
That for the testimony of Jesus they are ready to forsake their 
lives and property, and to suffer hunger, affliction, persecution, 
the cross and death ; vea, they desire to subdue the flesh with 
its lusts, and arise with Christ, even as Paul savs, know ye that 
all who are baptized with Christ are baptized unto his death. 
(Col. 2 ) We are buried with him, by baptism, into death ; 
that, like as Christ was raised up from the dead, by the power 
of the father, even so we also should walk in newness of 
life. (Rom. 6.) 

Beloved reader, take heed to the word of the Lord, for this 
also Paul teaches, (Gal. I,| who received not his gospel of men, 
but of the Lord Jesus Christ himself; Even as Christ d^ed and 
was buried, so also ought we to die unto our sins, and be buried 
with Christ in baptism ; we are not to do this after we have 
been baptized, but we must commence the work beforehand. 
For if we have been planted together in the likeness of his 
death, we shall be also in the likeness of his resurrection : 
knowing this that our old man is crucified with him, that the 
body of sin might be destroved, that henceforth we should not 
serve sin. For he that is dead, is freed from sin. Now if we 
be dead with Christ, we believe that we shall also live with 
him. — Knowing that Christ being raised from the dead, dieth ^ 
no more ; death hath no more dominion over him ; for in that ' 
he died, he died unto sin once ; but in that he liveth, he liveth 
nnto God. (Rom. 6.) 

Think not, that by dying unto sin, we teach that christians 
are to become insensible to sin. By no means ; but they die * 
so unto sin as to be no longer undei \\.% ^oTsx\\s\wa.%*OKaA^^:^ 
says ; Let not ain rdgn in your moTta\ \>od^%, to. 5 Ook^^ajwj^ ^^*asi'- 
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soever is born of €k)d; doth not commit sin ; for his seed remain* 
eth in him ; and he cannot sin because he is born of God. (1 
John 3, 5.) 

Even so, the death of the- Lord would not have profited us, 
had he not risen fromithe power of death to the praise of his 
^Father. Neither would it avail us anything to bury our sins in 
baptism, if we do not arise with Christ Jesus, from the power 
of sin, unto a new life, to the praise of the Lord. That Christ 
died, he died once uivto sin, says Paul, but that he lives unto 
God. Likewise, reckon ye also yourselves to be dead indeed 
unto sin, but aKve unto God, through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
For as ye have yielded your members servants unto uncleanness, 
and to iniquity, unto iniquity; even so, now yield your members 
servants unto righteousness and true holiness, and the end is 
everlasting life. (Bom. 6.) 

Here observe, sensible reader ; you who desire to know the 
truth, and seek your soul's salvation, what the great and holy 
apostle Paul has taught you here. If you believe his word, doc- 
trine and testimony to be true, you will readily perceive, from 
these instructions, and from many other passages in scripture, 
that baptism is no more serviceable to children, than circumci- 
sion was for the Israelite females. We are no more to baptize 
children than Israel was to eircumcise female children. And 
it is impossible for little children to die to sin so long as they 
have not been alive to it ; and they cannot rise to a new life, as 
long as they are not born of God through faith, and by the 
spirit of God led into mghteousness ; and therefore beware, for 
the intent of baptism, is to bury sin and to rise with Christ into 
a new life, which can, by no means, be the case with young 
children, therefore look well, into the matter, what the word of 
the Lord teaches you, on this subject. 

Again, Paul caUs baptisn^ the washing of regeneration. Oh, 
dear Lord, how lamentably thy holy word is abused. Is it not 
lamentable, that men are attempting, notwithstanding these 
plain passages, to maintain infant baptism,and pretend that infants 
are regenerated thereby, as if regeneration were effected by 
simple immersion into water. Oh no, regeneration is not a work 
of such hypocrisy, but is an i nward change, which converts a 
man, by the power of God— the working- of faith, from evil to 
' good, from lusts to spirtuality, from unrighteousness to right- 
eousness, out of Adam into Christ ; this can by no means take 
place with little children. The regenerated live by the power 
of the new principle, they mortify the flesh, with its evil lusts ; 
they put off the old man with his deeds ; they avoid every ap- 
pearance of evil ; thev are taught, governed and influenced by 
tlie Moljr Ghost, ±c. (Hab..2 ; £U)m» 1."^ l^biA ia ttue regenera- 
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lion, and its fruits of which the scriptares speak ; it eomes by 
faith in the word of God (1 Pet. 1 ; 1 Cor. 4 ; James 1,) withont 
which no one can be sayed, who has arrived to the years of 
understanding ; for Christ says, veriiy, verily, I say unto you, 
except a man be Born again he cannot enter into the kingdom of 
God (John 3.) Tea, it is all in vain, if one were baptized by 
Peter or Paul, or Christ, himself, if he be not baptised from 
above with the Holy Ghost and with fireA (Matt. 3 ; Luke 3 ; 2 
Cor. 5.) Paul says, in Christ Jesus, neimer circumcision nor 
nncircumcision availeth any thing, but a new creature. All who 
are thus born of God, are changed and renewed in the inner man 
— translated from Adam into Christ, and are ready to obey the 
word of the Lord, and say with holy Paul : Lord what wilt 
thou that we should do ? Such deny themselves with all their 
minds and hearts — ^they submit themselves to the word and 
ordinances of the Lord, without dislike or gain-saying. They 
suffer themselves to be baptized according to the commands of 
the Lord. (Matt 23 ; Mark 16.) They manifest themselves to 
be fruitful oranches of Christ the vine, and joint heirs of the 
community of the Lord. (John 15 ; 1 Cor. 12.) They receive 
the forgiveness of their sins and the gift of the Holy Ghost. 
(Acts 2.) 'fhey pnt on Christ, (Gal. 3,] and enter the ark of 
safety, and are secured from the dreadiul flood of wrath which 
will come upon the world. (1 Pet. Sf) This is not effected by 
the power of the water or the sign, but by the power of the 
divine word, received through faith ; for where there iB no faith, 
which, through love worketh obedience, (we again speak of 
those who have, arrived at years of understanding,) there is no 
promise. He that believeth not the son, will not see life, but 
the wrath of God abideth upon him. (Gal. 5 ; John 3.) 

The Lord commanded Moses, (Ex. 14,) that he should stretch 
forth his hand with a rod and smite tne sea, and the waters 
would divide. Moses believed the Lord's word ; he stretched 
forth his hand, and smote the sea with his rod, and the waters 
divided and Israel was redeemed ; this was not effected by the 
rod or the stroke, but the power of divine word, received by 
Moses through a lively and sincere faith. (Exod. 14.) Had Moses 
not believed God's word, and through disobedience not smote 
the water, undoubtedly oppressed Israel would have fared ill. 
He also received a command in the wilderness, to erect a brazen, 
serpent,) so that when Israel looked thereon, thev might be 
healed of the bite of a serpent, (Wisd. 16,) not through the 

Sower of the image of the serpent, but by the power of the 
[vine word received by them. (Num. 21.)* In the same manner 
saltation is ascribed to scriptural baptism, (Mark l(^^\ W^ 
forgivenesa of sins, (Acta 2,) the putting c^u ol O^oi^W^iS..^^ 

4 
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iQCOrporating into the church, (1 Cor. 12,>not on account of the 
water, or.the administered sign, (else the Kingdom of God would 
depend upon the elements and tne signs) but on account of the 

Sower and truth of the divine promise, which we receive in obe- 
ience through Mth. Those who trust to wofds, elements and 
works, make with Aaron, a golden calf and suffer the people to 
commit idolatry and abominations therewith ; for, in Christ, 
faith alone avails which is effectual in love, (Gal, 5^ which is 
manifested in the new creature, and in the keeping of the com- 
mands of God. (1 Cor. 7.) 

Ye beloved sirs, friends, and brethem, awaken and delay not, 
render the Most High his praise and honor, and give ear to his 
word, for those who maintain that the baptism of ignorant 
children is a baptism of regeneration, do violence to the word of 
God ; thev gainsay the Holy Ghost ; they make Christ to falsify, 
and his holy apostles to be false witnesses, for Christ and his 
apostles taught that regeneration is wrought through faith and 
the word of God, (John 1, 3,) which word is not to be taught 
to those who are naturally unable to hear o'r understand, but 
to the hearing and rational — this is incontrovertible, (Matt. 13 ; 
Mark, 4 ; Luke 8.) 

The Holy apostle Peter explains the eame, and says, that 
baptism saves us, not the putting away of the filth of the flesh, 
but the answer of a good conscience towards God ; (or the cove- 
nant of a good conscience towards God) by the resurrection of 
Jesus Christ, (1 Pet. 3.) 

Here Peter teaches us now the inner baptism saves us, by which 
the inner man is washed, and not the outward baptism by which 
the flesh is washed ; for only this inward baptism, as before said, 
is of value in the sight of God, while the outward baptism fol- 
lows only as an evidence of obedience, which is of faith ; for 
could outward baptism save without the inner washing, the 
whole scriptures which speak of the new man, would be spoken 
and written to no purpose, the kingdom of heaven would be 
bound to elemental water ; the blood of Christ would be shed 
in vain, for none who is baptized would be lost. no, no ! Out- 
ward baptism profit nothing, as long as we are not inwardly re- 
newed, regenerated, and baptized by God, with the heavenly 
fire and the Holy Ghost. But if we are baptized with the bap- 
tism from above, we will be constrained through the spirit and 
word of God, by a good conscience, which we have thereby, 
to cordially believe in the merits of the death of the Lord and 
in the power and benefits of his resurrection ; and henceforth, 
because we are inwardly cleansed by faith, and endued with 
spiritual strength, we obediently covenant with the Lord, 
(tbrougb the outward sign of baptism, which is enjoined on all 
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the believers in Christ,) even as the Lord has eovenaated with 
us in his grace, through his word, that we will no longer live 
according to the evil, unclean lusts of the flesh, but walk ac- 
cording to the witness of a good conscience. 

"And though these words of Peter are very plain, still the 
learned are not ashamed to wrest them into a foreign significa- 
tion, by means of their plausible comments and highly boasted 
reason. They do this, that they may enjoy the favor of the 
world ; and live at ease, without affliction or persecution. They 
teach that baptism is a sign of grace, whicn according to onr 
limited understanding, can in no wise be established. Our sign 
of grace is Christ Jesus alone, through whom God's abundant 
love is freely dispensed and declared unto us, (John 3, 4 ; Rom. 
8.) By signs he was gloriously prefigured to the ancient patri- 
archs, as by the coats of skin, to Adam and Eve ; by the rainbow 
to Noah, (Gen. 3, 9) by circumcision to Abraham ; (Gen. 17,) by 
which sign they were assured of the divine covenant* But we ' 
are only assured by God, of divine grace and peace, through 
one sign, which is Christ; the seal in our conscience is the Holy 
Ghost, (Eph. 4,) But baptism is a sign o( obedtence, commanded 
by Chnst, by which we testify, when we receive it, that we be- 
Ifeve the word of the Lord, that we are sorry for our former 
life and conduct, (Gal. 4 ; Bom. 8 ; Mark 15,) that we desire to 
rise with Christ in a new life ; and that we believe in the re- 
demption from sin through Jesus Christ, (Rom. 6 ; Col. 2 ; Acts 
2.) Not, my beloved, that we believe in the remission of sins 
through baptism : — by no means ; because, by baptism we can- i 
not obtain faith and repentance, neither do we receive the for- 
giveness of sins, nor peace, nor liberty of conscience, but we 
testify thereby, that we have repented, received pardon and 
faith in Christ, as before said. But with the fathers it was not 
thus, for they, through the signs, received assurance and com- 
fort, that the promise would be true and sure. We have this 
assurance in Christ alone, in whom all the figurative signs were 
completed. We have it in the only true sign, Christ, but the 
fathers had it in many figurative signs. In short, had we 
forgiveness of sins and peace of conscience, through outward 
ceremonies, and elements, then the realfty would be superceded 
and its merits made of no effect. 

Behold, this is the true basis of baptism which the scriptures 
maintain, and we teach or practise none other, though all the 
gates of hell exert themselves and become indignant thereat ; 
for we know it is the revealed word of the Lord, and his divine 
ordinance, from which we dare not take away, nor add thereto, 
lest we be found disobedient and false before Gtod.^'^ViQ ^k^vsfoSs^ 
the Lord and God of onr consciences, ioi \3ttft N«Qt^ q!1^^ \jtox^ 
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is pare, be is a sMeld to them who pat their trast in him. (ProY. 
30, 5.) 

Oh God, what are the learned and highly learned masters of 
this world doing, who are so earnestly engaged in derogating 
from God's word and wisdom, and ingenioasly arging their own 
yain reason ; bat they will not prosper ; Goa will not give his 
honor to another, for he is the liOra, and there is none beside 
him. (Isa. 42.) Conqnering, he will conqner them. He will tarn 
their wisdom to folly and their reason to disgrace, for he knows 
that the thoaghts oi the wise are Tain. (1 Cor. 3 ; Fs. 93.) 

Lather writes : that children should be baptized on acconnt 
of their own faith, and adds; '* If children had no faith, then 
their baptism would be blaspheming the sacrament," &c. It 
appears to me, to be a great error in this learned man, through 
whose writings at first the Lord efifected much good, that he 
maintained that ignorant, irrational children had faith, while the 
scriptures teach so plainly, that they know not good from evil, 

iDeut, I.) Yea, they cannot discern their right hand from their 
eft, (Jona. 4.) He saith that faith is dormant and concealed 
in children, till they arrive at the age of anderstandiag. If 
Lather writes this as his sincere opinion, he writes mnch in 
vain concerning faith and its power, but if he writes to please 
men, may God have mercy upon him, for we know of a truth it 
is only human reason and the invention of men, but it shall not 
make void the word and ordinance of the Lord. For we do not 
V read in scripture that the apostles baptized a single sleeping 

2 believer, — ^They baptized those who were awake, and not the 

slumbering. Why then should children be baptized before they 

awaken from their dormant faith, or even before the possession 

of such faith is known to them ? 

Bucer does not thus support the doctrine, but he maintains 

" infant baptism differently, namely : not that children have faith, 
but that they, by baptism may be added to the church of the 
Lord, and instructed in his word. He admits that infant bap- 
tism is not expressly commanded, and he is correct in this. O 
Lord I how lamentably they do err, who court the favor and 
honor of men, and seek not the favor and honor of God. Since 
infSemt baptism is not expressly commanded by God, as he ac- 
knowledges, it cannot be acceptable to the Lord, Et per conse- 
quence, i. e. and by consequence, no promise can follow. There- 
tore, the reader should know, that true christians ought not to 
be governed in this matter, by the opinions and traditions of 
men, but by the word and the ordinances of God. For we have 
but one Lord and master of our conscience, Christ Jesus, whose 
word, will, command and ordinance, we, as his willing disciples, 
are JmpJIcitlv to follow, even as the bride rejoices greatly to 

^ear the bridegroom'a voice. (John 3.) 
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^ Since we have not a single command in the scriptares, that 
infants are to be ba])tized, or that the apostle did practice it ; we 
modestly confess, with a clear conscience, that infant baptism 
is bat human sentiment ; a capricious notion ; a perversion of 
the ordinance of Christ ; a manifest abomination, standing in 
the holy place, where it ought properly, not to be. (Matt. 24 ; 
Dan, 9.) 

Beloved sirs, how little the word of the Lord is regarded, 
which says : What thing soever I command you, observe to do 
it : thou shalt not add thereto, nor diminish from it. (Deut. 12.) 
Did not the Father testify from heaven and declare, This is my 
beloved son, in whom I am well pleased ; him ye shall hear ? . ' 
(Matt. 3, 17; Mark 9; Matt. 28.) Does not scripture direct -^ 
us to Christ? Are we not baptized in his name that we should 
hear his voice ; and be obedient to his word ? Do you not boast 
to be the apostolic church? Why do you then depart from 
Christ and adhere to anti-christ— -depart from the apostolic 
doctrine and usages, and maintain the usages of the learned ? 
Do observe how severely and often God punished the opinions 
which men held concerning holy works, and divine worship. 

Kadab and Abihu died when offering strange fire before the 
Lord. Saul had mercy on Agag, the king of the Amelekites, 
and he spared the best sheep and oxen, to sacrifice unto the Lord, 
contrary to the word of the prophet. That seemingly act of 
mercy and laudable zeal was punished as the sin of witchcraft 
and the iniquity of idolatry, because he acted according to his 
own judgment, and not according to the word of the prophet. 
He was reproved by the prophet — smitten with a pestilence — 
his kingdom was taken from him, and given to a more faithful 
one. (1 Sam. 13.) 

Manaseh, the king of the Jews, and others in Israel, made , 
their children pass through fire — they built temples, and reared 
altars in many groves, cities and countries, with good intentions 
(2 Kings, 21.) For they were desirous to honor the Almighty 
thereby, as may be plainly seej;^ from Isa. 36. This glorious 
and holy choice was so offensive before God, that Jeremiah re- 
fused to intercede for the people.^ Israel was desolated, Jer- 
usalem and the temple burnt ; and the people with the holy 
vessels were carried into a foreign land, (2 Kings, 16 ; 2 Chron. 
36.) Therefore, saith God by the prophet : Obey my voice, and 
I will be your God, and ye sliall be my people ; and walk ye in all 
the ways that I have commanded you, not those of your own 
choice, that it may be well with you. (Jer. 7.) 

What advice then, my beloved friends, in relation to such wil- 
ful deceivers, who presumptuously do violence to the wotd <iC 
the Lord, and so shamefully belie the A\m\|^X."3^>iXvft mae\.V\^ 
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God, in teachings that their doctrines are in the word of God ? 
Teaching such things that He never did, or will command. 

How awful it is thus to sin against God, to pervert his holy and 
precious word 1 Yea, they will be sorely beaten and severely 
punished of the Lord — ^they will not escape the ire of his wrath, 
if they do not repent and reform ; for God is an enemy to all 
liars. They have neither part nor lot in his kingdom ; but 
their portion is eternal destruction, in the lake of fire. (2 Thes. 
2 J Bev. 21, 22.) 

In the second place, it is evident, that infant baptism is an ac- 
cursed abomination andjdolatry ; for all those who are baptized 
^ in infancy, are called christians and are accounted partakers of 
«vthe Lord's grace, merits, death and blood, and are called his 
people/although the whole course of their lives, is heathenish 
and diweiute, nay, idle, carousing, drinking, gaming, whoring, 
cursing and swearing are their works — they believe that the 
water in baptism can make and preserve them christians.! no 1 
no I Paul positively declares : He that hath not the spirit of 
Christ, is none of his. (Bom. 8.) Yea, the helpless, innocent 
children, though baptized with the blood of the Lord, and having 
the sure promise of the kingdom of God, if not baptized, by this 
baptism, are buried without the grave yard as accursed. What • 
infamy I — what blindness I We will say nothing of godfathers, 
of crossing the children, breathing upon them, sprinkling with 
salt water, annointing ; and spitting upon them, and that abom- 
inable exorcism, all which is nothing else than open blasphemy, 
and not commanded by God. What abominable, detestable 
idolatry ! 

In tne third place, we are informed by historians, ancient, and 
modern, (Matt. 28; Mark 16,) and we also learn from several 
\ decrees, that baptism was changed both as to its mode and time 
of administering, fin the beginning of the holy church, persons 
were baptized in cbmmon water on their first profession, on ac- 
count of their own faith, agreeable to scripture. Afterwards a 
change was made ; they were examined seven times before being 
baptized — After that, thev were baptized at two stated periods, 
munely ; at £aster and Whitsuntide. Higinius, the tenth pope, 
instituted godfathers, in the year A. D. 146. Luther tells us, 
that in the year A. D. 407, Pope Innocent confirmed infant 
baptism by a decree, and it is to be feared, that it will not be 
abrogated but at the expense of much innocent blood, of the 
saints of God ; even as the prophets, in their days reproved the 
accursed abominations and idolatry of the kings, priests and 
people, not by admonition only, but also, with their blood, as we 
reaa in sacred and profane history.^ 
^ If infant baptism was commanded of God, why did Innocent 
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ftdd his decree? How can baptism as practised, by the world, 
be right, since it has been so frequently changed ? We entreat 
yon, for Jesus' sake, to reflect, that Christ Jesus, but not the 
learned, is King aud Lord of his community, he rules his church 
with his sceptre, spirit and word. He is "Wisdom, and none 
can instruct him ; he appeared to testify the truth ; they that love 
the truth, hear his voice, (Matt. 11 ; Eccl. 24, Rom. 11 ; John 19 ;) 
believe his word and not that of the learned ; for his word is truth ; 
but the word of the learned, in this respect, is seduction ; for Christ 
commands that believers should be baptized. He has not com- 
manded that children should be baptized. But the learned say : 
He that has his children not baptized, (and is himself baptized 
upon his faith, even as Christ commanded) is a fanatic, ana-bap- 
tist and heretic. 

Now you know the principal reasons why we are opposed both ^ 
in word aud doctrine, to infant baptism, and resist it with all ^ 
oar powers. For we well know, by the grace of God, that there 
is not one word in the scriptures in its support. — We tell you 
the truth and lie not. Is there one under the canopy of heaven 
who can show us, by divine truth, that Jesus Christ, the son of 
Almighty God, the Eternal Wisdom and Truth, the lawgiver 
and teacher of the New Testament, has given a single command 
that children should be baptized ; or that his holy apostles ever 
80 taught, or practised. If they did not, why urge us to such 
a ceremony, by tyranny and punishment ? Show it to ns in the 
word of God, and the diflBculty is removed. For God, who is 
omniscient, knows, that in our weakness, we humbly seek to 
walk according to the divine ordinances, word and will, for 
which, we miserable men, are shamefully reviled, dispersed, 
robbed and slain, in many countries, like innocent sheep. But 
the Lord be eternally praised ! We are esteemed as unworthy 
of heaven or earth, even as Christ said : They shall deliver you 
up to be afflicted, and shall kill you ; ye shall be hated of all 
nations for my name's sake. (Matt. 24.) 

It is our determination, that we will not only have a clear 
conscience in this matter, but we will, in everything else, to 
escape the wrath of Almighty God, be not influenced by lords and 
princes, or be governed by doctors and teachers, neither by the 
councils of the fathers, and long established customs ; for in this 
matter, nothing contrary to the word of God, neither emperors 
nor kings, nor doctors, nor licentiates, nor councils nor proscrip- 
tion shall stand. We dare not be bound to any person, power, 
wisdom and place, but we must be governed alone, by the ex- 
pressed and positive commands of Christ, and adhere, as said, 
to the pure doctrines and usages of his holy apostles \ W \^ -^^ 
do Bo, we neither deceive any one, not wi^^ ^^^i^\^^^% i^-^^x 
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woe to liim, woe to liim, who departs from this foundation, 
or is compelled to do so, either through bodily fear or care, 
or tyranny, or by false doctrine ; and will not testify unto this 
wicked and sinful generation, both in word and deed, of the 
word of his Lord. (Matt. 10, 16, 24 ; Mark 8; Luke 9.) 

All of you who reject the word of God and persecute his peo- 
ple, take particular notice of this our doctrine, ground and belief 
concerning baptism, which are in accordance with the instruc- 
tions and words of Christ, viz. : that we must first hear and believe 
the word of God, and then be baptized ; we are not seditious and 
for war ; we do not approve polygamy ; we neither seek nor wait 
for any kingdom upon eartn ; no ! no I God be praised, we 
know what the word of the Lord teaches us on this subject 
(Matt. 28 ; Mark 16.) The Lord commanded us to die to sin, 
to bury them with Christ, and to rise with him into a new life, 

iRom. 6 ; Col. 2,) even, as baptism is a figure thereof. That we 
lumbly strive to walk in the covenant of his grace, and his 
eternal peace, and live upright and humble in Christ Jesus, with 
an approved conscience before God, (1 Pet. 3.) even as the mouth 
of tne Lord has commanded, as he has testified by his ejcample, 
as we are taught by the pure doctrines and practices of the 
apostles. 



COUNTER ARGUMENTS WITH THEIR 

REPLICATIONS. 

H AviKo briefly noticed the Lord's command and the apostolic 
doctrine and usages concerning baptism, and it-s design ; that it 
is the true, and will be the true baptism to the end of time ; we 
will, therefore, now call your attention, by the grace of God, to 
another part of the same subject ; and answer some of the ar- 
guments which have been adduced by the learned from scrip- 
ture, in support of their doctrine, whereby they perverted and 
made void the ordinance of the Lord, and substituted their 
own. 

In the first place, they teach, that we are all sinful, and the chil- 
dren of wrath, born of the sinful seed of Adam, and therefore, 
say they, children are to be baptized, in order to be purified and 
washed from original sin, &c. 

To which we replv, thus, with the word of the Lord : We 
believe and confess that we all come from, and are born of un- 
clean sin ; that we through the first Adam, became wholly de- 
nraved, and children of death and of hell. (Rom. 6 ; I Cor. 15.) 
Nevertheleaa, as we fell, and became sinners in Adam, we also 
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confess and bclieye that we were restored by, grace itid jnsti- ^ 
fied throagh Christ, the heavenly Adam ; for he appeared apon 
earth, that in and through him we might have life. Through 
him we ^lory to have obtained grace, ravor and the forgiveness 
of our sins with God oar heavenly Father ; and not through 
baptism, whether we are children or believers ; for if redemp- 
Ifton, and the washing away of sins, were through baptism and 
not by the blood of Christ, alone^^hen would the sweet smelling 
sacrifice, which is of eternal worth, have been in vain, and with- 
out effect, or, there would be two remedies for our sins^ Alas, 
no ! the scriptures speak but of one, which is Christ with his 
merits, death and blood. (1 Pet. 1; John ; Acts 2.) Therefore, 
he who seeks the remission of his sins through baptism, rejects 
the blood of the Lord and makes water his idol. Therefore, let 
every one be careful lest he ascribe the honor and glory due to 
Christ, to the ceremonies and the elements. 

It is true, Peter says : (Acts 2.) Repent and be baptized 
ever^ one of you in the name of Jesus Christ, for the remission 
of sins, Ac. But this is not to be understood, that we receive 
the remission of our sins through baptism. no 1 for if it be 
80, then Christ ani his merits must fall. We receive the re- 
mission of our sins, in baptism, in this manner : The Lord com- 
manded his gospel to be preached to every creature, so that 
all who believe and are baptized, may be saved. Where there 
. is faitlT, which is called the gift of God, by Paul, (Eph. 1.) there 
also are the power and the fruits of faith. Where there is an 
active, fmitfij^ %^^i ^^fiffl ^^^ iw ^l^^ p^ ^^^^? ; b]iij!^i££&jBuch 

lere also is no 




promise . For he tnat Hears the wora ot the JLora, ana Deiieves 
It with all his heart, manifests his fruit, he observes all things 
the Lord commanded him ; for the scriptures teach, thejust 
shall live by faith. (Heb. 1 ; Rom. 1 ; Gal. 3 ; Heb. 10.) Then 
the remission of his sins is preached to him, as Peter teaches. 

Had Noah and Lot not believed the word of the Lord, they 
would have fared ill. (Gen. 6, 7, 8, 17.) Had Abraham not be- 
lieved,%e would not have obtained such glorious [iromises : but 
they believed, and did right, and became heirs of righteousness. 
(Heb. 11.) 

Had Moses and Israel not believed the word of the Lord and 
been obedient, how could they have been succored in the sea and 
in the wilderness ? But they believed, and according to His pro- 
mise, were protected by the mighty hand of the Lord. But 
those who provoked Him, and believed not his gracious word, ^ 
and the great miracles, fell in the wilderness, and entered not • 
tiie promised land. (Exod. 16 ; Num. 11, 14 ; Pa. 94-, H^^Xi ,^,^.\ 

There was tiho reconciliation connected nVtti^^^ ^wst^^aes^^ 
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the pldJTestament, not on account of the worth of the smokinff 
ofiferings upon the altars ; for it wa8 not possible, says Paul, 
that the blood of bulls and goats should take away sin ; (Heb. 
10.) Before it was offered, it was all the Lord's, and the cat- 
tle upon a thousand hills, were his, says David. (Ps. 49.) But 
because the righteous believed the word of divine nromise as 
true, and walked in obedience to his command. Tnus now is 
the remission of sins preached through baptism ; not on account 
of the water, or the ceremonies, for Christ is the only source 
of grace. But, because the righteous receive the promises of 
the Lord by faith, and obediently follow his word and will. 

This direction does not extend to children. For in all the 
scriptures, there is not a single command given to baptize them. 
Therefore, it is not required of them as a sign of obedienceu 
Since, then, infant baptism is performed without the command 
of God, it cannot be a ceremony of God, but a pernicious super- 
stition of men, and evidently idolatry ; therefore, the promise 
of God cannot be connected with such abominations. It seems 
to me, it is high time to awaken, and to give heed to the scrip- 
tures. Sins are not imputed for Christ's sake to infants. Life 
is promised, nol ^ ^ro\igh anv one ceremony , but fiai-(ifpuj[e 
grace , in the promises ol the' Lord ; as liti llimself savs : Sufier 
little children to come unto me and forbid them not for of such 
is the kingdom of heaven. (Matt. 19 ; Mark 10 ; Luke 18.) But 
concerning baptism he did not command them any thing. Ac- 
cording to my opinion, it is a great error, (which some entertain,) 
that little children were pleasing to Christ on account of cir- 
cumcision ; and that ours on account of baptism, are also pleas-^ 
ing to him. blasphemy ! In every instance, Christ, the onl^ 
medium of divine grace, must be set aside, and grace be attri- 
buted to the rites and elements. Here I would ask all the Pe- 
dobaptists, how they are going to prove that these blessed 
children were all circumcised — and that there were not among 
them female children ? Were they acceptable on account of 
circumcision, as they pretend, and why not adults, who were 
circumcised ? Although they were circumcised, he comvanded 
that adults should be baptized upon their faith ; but concern- 
ing children, he did not command that they should at all be 
baptized. He took them into his arms, laid his hands upon 
them and blessed them; promised them the kingdom, and 
dismissed them, but did not baptize them. 

Thus did the wisdom of God himself; but the world would 

be his teacher. Christ does not command that infants^ but 

adults should be baptized. What is more abominable, if any 

one is baptized on believing, because the Lord commanded him 

to do 80; and for conscience sake has not his children bap- 
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tized, because the word of God does^not command it, lie must, 
alas, have reproachful epithets applied to him by every one ; 
and in addition, he may expect torture, misery and death. And 
this persecution is not to oe attributed so much to the rulers, 
as to those who are esteemed learned, for what the rulers do, 
they do generally by the counsel of the learned. By their 
fruits, they show who is their father, for they do his works. It 
seems to me there ever were, and ever will be those, who, with 
false doctrines and hard hearts, shed the blood of the right- 
eons. (Matt. 23 ; Rev, 17, 18.) Alas ! such persecution is so 
disgraceful, that it is almost a shame to mention it. Even as 
the sun shines before all the world, and of these inhuman, 
learned, against the Lord and his chosen. God grant that these 
blind, perverted, blood-thirsty teachers, with all their tyranny, 
may see and become tired of their false doctrine, and their shed- 
ding of innocent blood, Amen. 

In the second place, they teach that the children of Israel 
under the Old Testament, were initiated into the church and 
admitted into God^s covenant through circumcision. But now, 
our children are admitted into church through baptism. In ac- 
cordance with scripture, we reply, no ! For whoever reads the 
scriptures understandingly, will clearly perceive, that Abraham 
was in covenant with the Lord, many years befoie he was cir- 
cumcised. And that the children were circumcised on the ^/ 
eighth day, although they had been in the covenant . before. 
For it is evident, that we do not become the children of God 
through any outward rites, but through the paternal and gra- 
cious choice, through Christ Jesus. (Eph, 1.) But an outward 
sign was commanded Abraham as a seal of obedience and faith. 
And likewise of his seed, that they should circumcise the male 
children on the eighth day, no sooner nor later, and not the 
female children. (Gen. 17.) Had the covenant depended upon 
the sign, and not upon the grace, what would have become of 
the female children, and the males that died before the seventh 
day. 

Header, give heed to the word of God. Although the women 
and female children were not circumcised, they had the promise 
in common, in the promised seed, the holy land, the kingdom and 
glory. They were no less the seed of Abraham and in the cove- 
nant, and the things signified by the circumcision, than the cir- 
cnmcised men and male children. From which it is evident, 
that the children of Israel were not in the Lord's covenant, on 
account of circumcision, as F^dobaptists assert, but through the 
divine choice of grace. 

And even as Abraham and the children of Israel, — th^fe^eaa-V^k 
as well as the male chiJdren, were in the co\«tt»»X. VJotwi^'^^ 
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divine cboice, so also are our children in the covenant of God, - 
although not baptized. The word of Paul is incontrovertible : 
Who has chosen us in him before the foundation of the world, 
&Cm and has ordained us His children by Jesus Christ. (Eph.l.i 

Again. Children arc entitled to the kingdom of heaven, ana 
are under the promise of the grace of God, through Christ ; as 
^ has been said ; and therefore we truly believe, that they are 
f- blessed, holy and pure, acceptable to God, are under the cove- 
^ nant, and in his church, not by any external sign ; for there is 
not a word in all the scriptures whereby to maintain, that chil- 
dren were admitted into the covenant, and incorporated with 
the church. Besides, it is very evident that they cannot bs 
taught or admonished by word, or sacrament, long as they are 
without understanding. 

Therefore, are the signs not to be used for any other purpose 
than they were designed and commanded by the Lord. Since 
Christ has ordained and commanded to baptize believers ; and 
not said a word of infant baptism ; we believe and teach that 
the baptism of believers is of the word of God, and infant 
baptism of the dragon and the beast. 

All the rites ordained of God, both of the Old and New Tes- 
tament, are ordained to exercise our faith and to show our obe- 
dience. Therefore, we are not to use them in such a way, and 
change them as we think proper ; but, we must use them as the 
Lord himself, has ordained and commanded, if we would escape 
being punished by the fierce wrath of God, as were Nadab and 
i Abihu. (Lev. 10.) 

Since Christ has commanded that believers should be bap- 
tized, and not infants, and the holy apostles taught thus, in ac- 
cordance with the instructions and commands of Christ, as may 
be jseen in many places of the New Testament, all reasonable-, 
minded men must admit, that infant baptism, although held by 
nearly the whole world, and maintained by tyranny, is nothing 
less than a ceremony of anti-chriet, open olasphemy, an en- 
chanting sin, a molten calf, yea abomination and idolatry. 

We also know how they apply circumcision figuratively to 
allude to baptism, and adduce the saying of Paul, in proof 
thereof, (Col. 2, 1 1,) namely : In whom also ye are circumcised 
with the circumcision made without hands, &c. He that will at- 
tempt to prove, by this passage, that infant baptism is right, 
does violence to holy Paul, and perverts his testimony. (For he 
does not teach that eternal circumcision is a figure of baptism, 
(Gen. 18; Jos. 5,) but alludes to ^inward circumcision tTfBom. 
2 ; Phil. 3 ; Coll. 2.) For even as actual circumcision of the 
foreskin was performed with a knife of stone, so also must our 
inbred and Aoamic nature be cut off with that spiritual knife of 
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stone/ done without hands. The stone is Christ. (1 Cor. 10.) 
The knife is the word of God. (Heb. 4 ; Eph. 6.) It is with 
this circumcision that believers not children, are circumcised, 
as Paul evidently intends to teach by this scripture : Ye are 
circumcised with the circumcision made witnout hands, in 
putting ofif the body of the sins of the flesh by the circumcision 
of Ohnst, buried with him in baptism, wherein also ye are risen 
with him through the faith of the operation of God. It appears 
to me, that these words plainlv show that Paul spoke not m re- 
lation to the baptism of children ; but in regard to inner cir- 
cumcision of the believers. Bead also what we said above 
(Bom. 6.) 

In the third place, they say, that children are regenerated, 
put on Christ, and receive the Holy Ghost, in baptism. 

To which we reply : To be regenerated, to put on Christ, and 
to receive the Holy Ghost, are one and the same thing ; and 
according to its power, inseparable. Have you the one, yon 
have the other also. But that does not at all concern children ; 
for regeneration takes place through faith, through the word of 
God, and is a change of heart, or of the inward man, as above 
said. To put on Christ, is to be transplanted, into Christ, and 
to be like-minded with him. To receive the Holy Ghost, is to 
be a partaker of his gifts and power, to be taught, assured and 
influenced bv him, as the scriptures teach. This cannot take 
place with children ; for they have no ears to hear the word of 
the Lord, and no understanding to comprehend it. Faith is by 
the hearing, of the word. 

Here it may be asked, whether God is not powerful enough 
to work faith in children ; because John the baptist, yet unborn, 
leapt in his mother's womb for joy. (Luke 1.) 

we reply to this, that we are not speakine of the fower of 
God ; he made aged and barren Sarah fruitful, (Gen. 18, 21,) 
and caused Balaam's ass to speak. (Num. 22.) But it does 
not follow that all old, barren women will become fruitful, and 
that all asses are to speak. Therefore, he does not all he 
could do ; but we speak of the scriptures, what they teach and 
command us concerning this matter. 

Because little children do not understand, therefore, they 
cannot believe, and because they do not believe, they cannot be 
born again. Beason teaches us that they cannot understand 
the wora of God. That they do not believe and are not regene« 
rated, is evident from their actions. Be they baptized or j iot. 
.^h eir inbred natnre i8 from t heir youth prone to evii.~ ((ren. 678. ) 
^TKey knowHo-di^erence between Onrist and Satan; between 
^ood and evil ; between life and death. (Deut. 1 ; Jonah 4.\ 
Whereby then shall we know their fail\i, t^^^u^t^Xiovi^ ^^ ^^oaJ^ 
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tbey possess Christ and his Spirit? The regenerating word 
must first be heard and believed with a sincere heart, before 
regeneration, the putting on of Christ and the influences of the 
Holy Ghost, follow. 

Behold, thus we are taught by the word of the Lord. He 
that does, therefore, not desire the palatable bread of the divine 
word, upon which our souls have to live, may satisfy himself 
with husks, — we cannot forbid him. (Deut. 8 ; Matt. 4 ; Luke 
15.) I trust that the gracious Father will protect and preserve 
us, out of his great mercy, from their anti-christian doctrines 
and Pharisaic leaven. 

In the fourth place, they say : that although children are not 
so washed from original sin in baptism, that there are no re- 
mains of it, still for the sake of baptism these shall not be 
imputed to them as sin. 

To which we reply : Thus to teach and believe, is open blas- 
phemy against Christ and his blood. I have proved more than 
once by the word of the Lord, that Christ is the only remedy 
for our sins, and that there is forever none other. (Isa. 43, 53 ; 
Matt. 1, 20, 26 ; Mark 14 ; Luke 2, 22, 24 ; John, 1, 3 ; Acts, 
4, 10 ; Gal. 1,2; Eph. 1, 2, 5 ; Col. 1, 2 ; 1 Tim. 1, 2 ; Tit. 2, 
3 ; Heb. 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8, 9, 10, 13 ; 1 Pet. 1, 2, 3, 4 ; 1 John 
1, 2, 3, 4, 5; Rev. 1.) If men will not believe the word of God, 
there is no help for them. But the way or manner in which 
believers receive the remission of sins, in baptism, is fully ex- 
plained above, and he that reads it understandingly, will give 
the Lord Jesus the praise due him, and not ascribe the re- 
mission of his sins to rites and elements. 

In the fifth place, they say, that Christ has cleansed and 
sanctified his cnurch witn the washing of water. (Eph. 5,) 
Children, (say they,) belong, to the church, therefore, tney must 
be cleansed with the washmg of water by the word. 

To which we reply, Paul does not speak of children, but of 
those who hear and believe the word or the Lord, and thus by 
faith, their hearts are sanctified and cleansed. (Acts 15.) For 
such are cleansed by the washing of water, as the mouth of the 
Lord has commanded. 

Since children have not this pure, sanctifying faith, nor the 
means thereto, (Rom. 10,) namely, the understanding, and are 
not commanded in scripture to be baptized ; how can they then 
be cleansed with water by the word, having no faith in the 
word, and no washing of water by the word? Therefore, all 
pedo-baptists should know, that their infant baptism does 
neither cleanse nor sanctify, but that it is idolatry in toto, 
without promise — ^pernicious, and contrary to the word of the 
Jyord^ 
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We have before shown, that the remission of sins, or recon- 
ciliation was connected with and consequent upon the Jewish 
offerings, if performed according to the instructions of Moses. 
But when not thus performed, they did not obtain reconciliation, 
bat made themselves the more guilty, as Saul, Uzziah, Nadab, 
Abiha and others. (I Sam. 15; 2 Ghron. 26; Lev. 20.) In 
like manner is the church sanctified and cleansed, wit^ the 
washing of water, by the word, if it is done in every respect ac- 
cording to the instruction of the word. But if not, a man is not 
cleansed, but sins much more. 

And although children have neither faith nor baptism, no one 
has a right to believe, that they will therefore be damned I 
no I they are blessed ; fny th ^y have the Lord's own promise of 
the kingdom of God ; not through anv elements, ceremonies and 
external rites, but they are saved only by grace, through Jesus 
Christ (Matt. 19; Mark 10; Luke 18.) And therefore, we 
do truly believe, that they are in a state of grace, acceptable to 
God, pure, holy, heirs of God and of eternal life. For on ac- 
Aionni of this promise, all sincere, christian believers, may 
assurediv comfort themselves and rejoice in the salvation of 
their children. 

In the sixth plac£, they say, that children are to be baptized 
on account of the promise made them, as above stated ; although 
Christ did not baptize the children brought to him, or had them 
baptized ; but they say, that he had infant baptism, taught and 
practised after his death. 

To which we reply : This is a false doctrine, and has not the 
word of God to sanction it ; yea, it cannot be supported by a 
single word in the scriptures. We rejoice with all our heart, 
that they have this promise ; the scriptures, however, do not 
teach that they should, therefore, be baptized. And that they 
were not baptized before Christ's death, ^ives us greater assur- 
ance still, that they were not baptized after his death ; for we 
certainly know, that he taught no other word, no othec. doctrine, 
no other baptism, nor did he give another spirit, or another 
promise, nor had he instructed others to teach differently, 
after his death, than before that event. That he commanded 
his holy apostles, after his ascension, to teach and practise 
infant baptism, can never be proved by the word of the Lord. 

flesh, flesh! thou art not ashamed to charge lies upon 
Jesus Christ and his apostles, and to practise infant baptism 
under the semblance of the divine word, as if the Lord had 
taught it, though he never did. How much you are like those 
who say : Thus saith the Lord, Lord, albeit, I have not spoken 
it, saith the Lord. ( Jer. 23 ; £xod. 13.) 
. Ab often aa the question is put to \x&, ^\i^ ^i)\ Ooc^^^^"^^^ 
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be baptized, since they belong to the cbnrch of God, and are 
partakers of his grace, covenant and promise ? 

We answer : Because the Lord neither tanght nor com- 
manded it. ' ' 

In the seventh place they say: The scriptures inforb ns, 
that the apostles baptized whole families, from which we may 
readily conclude, that there were infants amon? them. 

To which, in the first place, we reply, that tney acknowledge 
by their own argument, which they base upon uncertain con^ 
jectures, that there is not a word in the scriptures, which 
teaches this doctrine. 

In the second place, we answer, that in things of such im- 
portance, we dare not buiM upon uncertain suppositions, but 
upon the sure word, which is a lamp to our feet and a light to 
Ourpath. (Ps. 119.) 

We answer in the third place, that four families are men- 
tioned in the scriptures, as having been baptized ; namely, Oor- 
neilus's, the jailor's, Lydia's and Stephanas's, *f Acts 10, 16 ; 1 
Oor. 16.) ^d the scriptures plainly show tnat these four 
families were all believers, namely, the family of Cornelius, the 
jailor's, and that of Stephanas. But, touchin^r the family of Lydia, 
although the scriptures say nothing definitely concerning it, the 
reader should know that it is not usual in scripture, nor the 
common custom of the world, to call the family by the woman's 
name, as long as the husband is living. Since then, Luke men- 
tions the family by the name of the woman, reason teaches us, 
that Lydia was at that time either a widow or a virgin. Of the 
difficultv to determine whether there were children in her house, 
we shall let the pious reader judge. 

We answer in the fourth place, that the word household, or 
houses, does not include the minor children as mentioned in 
the scripture : for Paul says : That the idle talkers subvert 
whole houses. And that a little child cannot be subverted by 
any falseidoctrine, is incontrovertibly true. Therefore, by the 
word house or houses, no others can be understood, than those 
who have ears to hear, and hearts to understand. 

In the last place, they appeal to Origen and Augustine, and 
say, that these assert, that they have received infant baptism 
from the apostles. 

To which we answer, and ask : Can Origen and Augustine, 
prove this by the scriptures ? Have they done so ? — we desire 
to know ; if not, then must we hear and believe Christ and his 
apostles, and not Augustine and Origen. 

That this is not the case may readily be seen from Cyprian ; 

becAuse he left infant baptism at liberty, if the preachers of 

NordUngen, (or m&ny years past, bave tighUy informed me in 
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the history of their church, and not deceived me with the mean- 
ing of the word Ldhertum. Cyprian also was a Greek, as well 
as Origen, and lived twenty-five years after him. If then infant 
baptism was the doctrine of the apostles and practised by them, 
as Origen and Augnstine assert, it must first be proved by the 
scriptures, and then Cyprian must not have sinned a little, to 
leave the observance of the doctrines and usages of the apostles 
at liberty. For any thing that is apostolic, dare not be changed 
by any man. The word of Paul is indisputable ; if an angel 
were to come from heaven to preach another gospel unto you, 
than that which he had preached unto you, let him be accursed. 
Else we would be constrained to acknowledge, that the twelve 
apostles with their doctrine, were not the twelve foundations and 
twelve gates of the new Jerusalem. 

If infant baptism is apostolic, why does Tertullian write and 
say, ''They who are baptized, confess for a considerable time in 
the church, before the bishop, that they renounce the devil, his 
pomp and angels," &c. 

Bevanus annotates on this passage and says : That it was the 
custom of old, that the adults, — the grown persons, be baptized 
in the bath of regeneration. 

That in&nt baptism was not apostolic, may be seen from the 
insipid remarks of Athanasius, as Bufinus plainly shows ; see 
Eus, 10 Ldhro Eec. Hia. Cap. 14. 

And, remember how the early writers contended about infant 
baptism. Had it been apostolic, and found in the gospel, why 
would they have thus wrangled. 

Bead also Erasmus Bottered, tn sua concion,, in his public 
orations, Sebastus Frank's Chronicle. Ulrich Zuingle in his 
book of Articles, Martin Cellarius, de immensis operi, Dei, 
concerning the immense works of God, there you will find, 
that infant baptism is not the doctrine and the usuages of the 
apostles. 

Behold, beloved reader, I admonish and Oedvise you, if you 
seek God with all your heart, and do not wish to be deceived ; 
depend not upon men and their doctrine, no matter how old, 
how holy and excellent soever they may be called; for one 
divine, ancient or modern, is against another; but put your 
trust in Christ and his word. Depend upon th^ sure instruc- 
tion and usages of his holy apostles, and you will through the 
grace of God, be perfectly safe from all false doctrines and 
power of the devil ; and you can walk with a pious mind before 
God. (Matt 17.) 
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I 

AN ADMONITION 

ADDRESSED TO THE SCOENERS OF THE 

WORD AND BAPTISM. 

Wb well know, beloved reader, that there are many nnprofit- 
able talkers, who teach from the letters of the scriptares, th»t 
little children should not be baptized, but only cnristian be- 
lievers ; nevertheless they say : Why my dear sir, what can 
water avail us ? We have been oncfe baptized in the name of 
Qod. Had we only the new life, it would sufiSce. 0, dear 
Lord ! thus is thy precious word every where esteemed of this 
vicious world, as fables of JBsop>f as if omnipotent majesty, the 

^eternal wisdom and truth had taught and commanded seme 
things to no pn^ose. No, my good reader, no, his name, is the 
governing Lord ; his word is his will ; his command is eternal 
fife, (John 11.) All things which he has taught and commanded 
us, he will undoubtedly have us to observe : if we do not, woe 
to us! Christ says: He that hath my commandments, and 
keepeth them, he it is that loveth me. (John 15.) My counsel, 
says the prophet, will stand, and my will shall be done. There- 
fore, creature, do no longer fight against God. Give ear to 
him and obey his voice, for it is his divine counsel, word and 
will. Who are you, that you would contend with God ? Christ's 
sheep hear his voice. (John 10). True christians believe and 
obey. Are you sincere christians, born of G^d ? Then why do 
you dread baptism ; which is among the least that God com- 
manded you ? it has always been a weighty command, to love 
your enemy ; to do good to those who hate you ; to pray in 
spirit and in truth, for those who persecute you ; (Matt. 5) to 
crucify your wicked and ungodly flesh, with its lusts and de- 
sires ; (Rom. 12.; QrsX 5) to subdue your arbitrary arrogance ; 
your avariciousness ; your offensive unchastity ; your bloody 
hatred; your banqueting, eating and drinking to excess; to 
renounce your accursed idolatry ; to desist from your envious 
revilings; to curb your slanderous tongue; to govern your 
heart, and fl6sh ; to love and serve with all your heart, your 
Lord and God, your Creator and Redeemer ; and in all tmngs 
to submit to his holy word, and to love and serve your neighbor 
sincerely, with all your powers ; (Deut. 6, 10 ; Matt. 22 ; Gal. 5) 
with all your possessions, with your counsel, with your labor, 
yea, if required, your death and blood, (Eph. 4,) to suffer misery 
and disdaia for the l^ord's word ; with a sincere heart to bear 

tAe oppressive cross of Christ ; (1 John Z) wid lo coxife^?^ Clknat 
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Jesus, before lords and princes — ^in prison and bonds — in life 
and death. 

We think that these, and the like commands, were more 
powerful and weightier to perverse flesh, which is so natarally 
prone to follow its own way, than to have a hand full of water 
applied. And a sincere christian must at all times be ready to 
do all this ; if not, he is not born of God : for the regenerated 
are of one mind with Christ Jesus. 

All who have been translated from Adam into Christ, and 
become partakers of the divine nature, through the grace of 
God, and are baptized of God, with the spirit and fire of heavenly 
love, will not contend with and speak so deridingly of the Lord, 
and say : My dear sir, what can water avail ? But they say 
with trembling Paul ; Lord what wilt Thou have me to do ? 

iActs 9.] And with the penitents on the day of Pentecost : 
fen ana brethren, what shall we do ? (Acts 2.) They will 
renounce their own wisdom ; and willingly obey the word of the 
Lord; for thev are influenced by his spirit; and through faith, 
willingly do all things commanded them. 

But as long as their minds are not renewed, and they are not 
of the same mind with Christ, (Phil. 1,) and are not washed in 
the inner man, with clean water, from the living fountain of 
God ; they may well say ; What can water avail us ? (John 7 ; 
Heb. 10.) For as long as they are earthly and sensually 
minded, the whole ocean would not cleanse them. 

My faitiliful reader, think not that we put great stress upon 
the elements and rites. I tell yon the truth in Christ, and lie 
not If any one were to come to me, even the emperor or the 
kin?, and would desire to be baptized, still walking in the 
unclean, ungodly lusts of the flesh, and were he not unblame- 
able, penitent and regenerated, I would sooner die by the grace 
of God, than to baptize such an impenitent and sensual man. 
For where there is no renewing, regenerating faith, leading to 
obedience, there baptism should not be administered. Even as 
Philip Batd to the Eunuch; If thou believest with all thy heart, 
then mayegfthou be baptized. (Acts 8.) But nevertheless, 
you ought to know, should the person to be baptized, come with 
a hypocritical heart, under semblance of faith, tnat his hypocrisy 
would not be imputed to the baptizer as a sin, but to the dis- 
sembler ; for no man knows the heart of man, save the spirit of 
man which is in him. (I Cor. 2.) 

It appears to me, that you might readily conclqde that we 
desire no other water, than that which the Lord commands. 
For since we believe, that Christ is the true Messiah, to whom 
tiie law and the prophets directed, wbom ^AV Wii^ Tv^^^^^^i 
pAtriarcbs and prophets desired, tbatlDie cam^^To\a.\ift»M^^^'«^^ 
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testified the truth, and that his command is eternal life, we must, 
therefore, hear his voice and obey his word ; if not, we actually 
show that we do not believe, bat that we reject his counsel and 
word, and are un^pratefal towards him, for his love. 

I know well, that many of yon will say : We were once bap- 
tized in the name of God, and with that we are satisfied. To 
which we reply : If you fear God with all your heart, and acknow- 
ledge that his word and ordinances are just and good, you must 
be judges yourselves whether you are baptized in the name, or 
against the name of God. It is true that the ad(»rable, high 
name of God was pronounced over you, but not otherwise than 
it is pronounced over church-bells, chapels, altars, consecrated 
water, tapers and palms. AH anti-christian idolatry and abomi- 
nations, are performed under the semblance of the divine name; 
although they are not done by virtue of but against his name, 
(Exod. 20,) for they are done contrary to his word and wilL 

My beloved reader, reflect well upon these words, and judge 
them by the word of the Lord, and you will find that your bap- 
tism is instituted and invented of men, without the command of 
God, and must be accursed of God, who will himself rule and 
govern his church. (Gal. 1.) Would ^ou rejoice in the promise 
and be partakers of the church of Christ, you must believe the 
word of the Lord, be obedient to, and follow his counsel, irid 
and ordinances. But if you refuse, and follow vour own, and 
not the Lord's counsel and will ; you cannot comfort yourselves 
with any scriptural promise. For he that believeth not, says 
Christ, is already condemned. (John 3.) 

Therefore, do no longer comfort yourselves with such vain 
comfort, and say, we have been once baptized. You are still 
unbelievers, rebellioua and unclean. Your whole life is earthly 
and sensual, and your baptism is anti-christian, and is without 
the sanction of the word of God. Therefore, awaken, repent^ 
believe in Christ, seek, fear and love God with all vour heart, 
then the word of the Lord and his unction, will teach yon wluit 
is proper for you to do in this matter. And say not, as some 
do, I will renounce the church and idolatry; I will serve my 
neighbor, ice, ; but I do not wish to be baptized. 

O you blind men I Do you think that the Lord is pleased 
with your staving away from the church, or with your alms, or 
any thing of the kind, if you reject his counsel and word ? No ! 
no ! ! He desires your obedience, but no sacrifice, (1 Sam. 15.) 
He desires the whole heart, the entire man. With him, neither 
church nor alms will avail, neither words nor deeds, as long as 
yon are unrenewed. For in Christ Jesus, says Paul, neither 
eircumcmoD, not nncircumcision availeth anything, bat faith 
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iir\A6h worketh by love, ((Jal. 5) and a new creatnre, (GTal. 6) 
and the keeping of the commandments of God, (1 Cor. 7.) 

And whosoever is renewed in Christ and bom of God, he 
liveth no more, as Paul says : bat Christ lives in him, (Gal. 1.) 
In all his ways he conforms to the word of the Lord, for the 
powerful, active faith constrains him to all obedience, and to 
every good work. But where this new principle is not, there 
fair words may indeed be, but in truth, nothing else than unbe- 
lief, disobedience, presumption, and perverseness. 

I hereby entreat and admonish you, beloved reader, not to be 
80 obstinate against the Lord, and say : what can water avail 
us ? Bat do reflect that Christ Jesus himself was baptized, 
(Matt. 3) though he was without sin, and in his mouth guile was 
not found ; (I Cor. 1,) yea, righteousness himself, the way, the 
truth, and life, (John 4.) Say then, what could water avail 
Christ, who was all in all things ? The disciples at Ephesus 
were re-baptized of Paul, because they knew nothing of the Holy 
Ohost, altnough they were baptized with the baptism of John, 
(Acts 19.) If Christ himself was baptized, who was without 
sin, (Matt. 11) and others were re-baptized of Paul, who were 
baptized with the baptism of John, which was also from heaven? 
Why do you then despise the Lord's baptism, you miserable, 
poor sinners, who were baptized without knowledge and faith, 
with the baptism of the dragon and the beast ? 

Cyprian, the martyr, with his council, in Africa, resolved that 
those who were baptized of heretics, should be re-baptized with 
the christian baptism, and they, therefore, maintained that 
heretical baptism could not be the baptism of Christ. Reflect 
j| little, kind reader, who they were that baptized you ; of whom 
they were sent ; what kind of faith they had ; what kind of lives 
t}iey led ; with what doctrine and usages you were baptized. 
If you will seriously reflect thereon, I hope by the grace of God, 
if you desire the true peace and libertv of conscience, you will 
soon be aware that you never knew either the external or inter- 
nal baptism, much less received it. 

Behold, beloved reader, here you have the true foundation and 
scriptural instructions of the baptism of Christ, and an explana- 
tion of the baptism of Antichrist. 

Pray the Lord, the Most High, for a sound and clear under- 
standing, that yon may know the right and blessed truth, might 
believe and in the fear of the Lord, faithfully observe all things. 
Quit all useless disputing and gainsaying ; for whosoever will 
dispute and gainsay with the determination to remain in the 
broad way, will ruin his soul, and will never walk honestly, and 
with a good conscience before God ; and he will ai'v^^^ ^\A 
occasion to dispone and wrangle. 
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I Therefore, do examine, believe, and obey the word of Qod, 
with a sincere and devout heart, and be not deceived by fair 
speeches under disguise, and you will certainly obtain the sure 
ground of the saving truth, and the consoling promise of grace. 
The Lord Jesus grant, and give you his grace thereto, Amen. 
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Yon know, beloved sirs, friends and brethren, that every 
where much is written, preached and said concerning the Lord's 
supper. But with what knowledge, in what manner, with what 
faith, love, peace, and unity, they celebrate it, is evident. It is 
true, the Lord commanded, in the New Testament, the breaking 
of bread, or the last supper, but not to be celebrated as you do. 
Your Lord's supper is common to all, no matter who the^ are; 
the avaricious, the proud, the gay, drunkards, wranglers, idola- 
ters, debauchees, whoremongers, and rogues, celebrate with yoo. 
It is also used in an abominable, offensive, pompous, hypocriti- 
cal and idolatrous manner ; and besides, it is dispensed by sach 
ministers, who, in truth, seek but the world, honor, ease, to 
serve their flesh and body, alas I as may be seen in many places. 

Since so many of you are so zealous about the Lord's supper, 
but not according to the scripture, as you shall hear ; for your 
table is more the devil's table than the Lord's, (I Cor. 20.y I 
would, for Jesus' sake, that you would in the true fear of Uod, 
reflect and enquire whom, why and wherefore, the Lord 
instituted, ordained and left, this his supper, in the church, so 
that it may prove to you a living and an effecting sign ; that it 
might be impressed upon, and bring to your min^ the Lord's 
abundant kindness, the peace, the love, and union of his churcn, 
the communion of his flesh and blood ; and that you may die to 
unrighteousness, and every other ungodly work ; to live to right- 
eousness and godliness: and renounce the devil's table ; and that 
you may sit down at the Lord's table in the, church of Christ, 
with true faith, and unfeigned love, as pious, penitent and 
regenerated. 

Ttius saith Paul : I have received of the Lord, that which 
also 1 delivered unto you, that the Lord Jesus, the same night 
in which he was betrayed, took bread, and when he had given 
thanks, he brake it and said : Take, eat, this is my body, 
which is broken for you, this do in remembrance of me. After 
the same manner, he took the cup, when he had supped, say- 
ing, this cup is the New Testament in my blood, this do ye as 
oft as je drink it in remembrance of m^ (l Cor. IL) 
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Here yoa have Panre explanation of the words of the Lord's ' 
Sopper, institnted by Jesus Christ, (Matt. 26 ; Mark 14; Luke 
22 ;) coDcerning which words/ the learned taught and disputed 
much ; and alas, some of them, through their idolatrous misun- 
derstandiug, if we may call it such, and not pride, disputed at 
the expense of much innocent blood ; and what holy Paul says, 
(Rom. 1.) concerning them is'fuIfiUed. Professing themselves 
to be wise, they become fools. For .they disputed most about 
the sign, .which avails little, but they touched not the thing 
signified which avails much. In my opinion, they are indififerent . 
what the qualification of the guests or communicants should be 
in order to sit with Christ at his table, to celebrate this holy * 
sacrament. 

There is not a single word in the scriptures, that should give 
cause for dispute concerning the visible and tangible sign : The 
spiritual judge all things spiritually, (i Cor. 2.) For whatever 
that may be in the substance, it can be handled, seen and. 
tasted. But it is more important for us to perform as much as 
we can, in our weakness, what is signified — the thing which is 
set forth to all true and Christian believers. 

'On this account, we will not trouble the well meaning and 
pious reader, with jarring, fruitless disputing, as the learned 
do ; but we only desire, by the help and grace of the Lord, by 
the power of the divine word, to point out to tou, for whom, and 
why Jesus left and ordained this sapper, so that we do not pre- 
fer the visible sign to the reality of the thing signified, and de- 
part from the truth to images. 

To come to a right and profitable understanding of the Lord's -, 
Supper, what it is, why, and wherefore it was enjoined, four 
thingtf in particular must be observed. 

Id the first place, we must take heed that we do not as some 
who make the visible, perishable bread and wine, the Lord's 
real flesh and blood ; to believe this, is contrary to nature, rea- 
g^n and scripture ; yea, it is open blasphemy of the Son of God, 
abomination and idolatry. But as Israel had to hold the pass- 
over annually, according to the command of Moses, to com- 
memorate that the Almighty God, the God of Abraham, Of 
Isaac and Jacob, did signally deliver them in passing over, 
and sparing their first born, when he slew the first born of the 
Egyptians ; and by his strong hand and outstretched arm, 
gloriously redeemed, and rescued them from the iron furnace of 
Egypt and the dread tyranny and dominion of Pharoah, accord- 
ing to the word of his promise, (Exod. 15,) and hence the 
paschal lamb is called the Lord*s passdh, that is, passover^ 
(Exod. 12.) The sign for the reality, for the lamb 'viii"8>\3i^\.NJa& 
j>a$9ov€r (leap over) although bo called, V>u\. \\. oxi^^ V3^\^<i\^^ 
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'passover, as said. So in the Eucharist, the bread is called the 
bodi/f and the wtne the blood of the Lord. (Mark 16 ; Lake 
24 ; Acts 1 ; Rom. 8 ; Eph. 4 ; 2 Pet. 3.) X aaj the sigp is. 
put for the reality ^ the thing signified or typified, not that i£ 
actuallj is the real flesli and blood of Christ; for with ihat^Ee 
ascended tnto heaven, and sitteth at the right nand of his father, 
immortal, and unchangeable, in eternal majesty and glory ; but 
it is a memorial and type that Jesus Christ the Son of God has 
redeemeilus fFom the power of the devil, from the do.minion of 
hell and eternal death, by offering up an immaculate sacrifice, 
— his innocent flesh and blood, and has triumphantly led us into 
the kingdom ofjhls grace, (Heb. 10,) as he himself says ; (Luke 
22.) This jIo in remembrance of me. 

. In the second place, it is to b^' observed, that there Ji^jio 
' greater evidence oi love, than that one. suffers death for aooJbh.Q£t 
as Christ says : Greater love hath no man than this, that a man 
My down his life for his friends. Since this holy sign is only a 
memorial of the Lord's death, and since death is the greatest 
evidence of love, as said, we are therefore, reminded, when we^ 
are at the Lord's table, to eat his bread and to drink his cup,' 
that we not only show forth and remember, hifi death, but al^o 
all the glorious fruits of divine love, manifested towards us,^ i^^ 
Qiirist; namely, that God, in the beginning, made man after 
his image — placed bim in Paradise, and made all creatures sub- 
ject to him, (Gen. 1, 2.) 

And when he was beguiled of the serpent, he was comforted 
with the promise of a coming Conqueror and Saviour, Jesus 
Christ. That God sent Moses and the prophets, who sedu- 
lously practised the law, and directed to the promised Christ 
and his kingdom. That Christ Jesus, according to the pro- 
mise of the Scriptares, finally appeared in this world, — a true 
man, born of the Virgin Mary, (Matt. 1, 2 ; Luke 1 ; John 1.) 
That in much misery, afiQiction and labor, he preached the sav- 
ing and gracious word to the house of Israel — sought the lost 
sheep, and brought them to their true Shepherd. (Matt. 18 ; 
Luke 15.) Who has pacified and reconciled us before the 
Father, tnrough his painful death and precious blood, (Eph. 2 ; 
Col. 1, 2,) as he himself says ; For God so loved the world that 
he gave his only begotten Son, that whosoever believeth in him 
should not perish but have everlasting life. (John 3.) 

Oh I the great, wonderful unsearchable and incomprehensible 
love of God, He did not send into this unfriendly world an 
angel, a patriarch, or a prophet, but his eternal ALMIGHTY 
WORD, bis ETERNAL WISDOM, the brightness of his 
glory, in the form of sinful flesh, (Rom. 8,) and made him to he 
s/n for ua, who knew no sin ; that we mignt be made the right- 
eoasaesa of God in him. (2 Oor. 5.) 
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My good reader, do Dot anderstand this as if Christ had been 
a sinner. Far from it. The scriptares acqait him of all sin. 
He was the spotless lamb. He knew not^sin, neither was guile 
fonnd in his mouth. But Panl calls J^m sm, accordinjg to the 
Hebrew manner Qf .egprpaflion ; ttat isltn oSering for sm as'tH^ 
prophet sgjea^ He was wounded for our transgres^oil?, he was 
Dimtsetfloroar iniqnities ; the chastisement of our peace was 
upon'him ; and with his stripes were we healed, (Isa. 53.) 

Bel.oved, worthy reader, all those who believe with their 
whole hearts in this glorious love of God, this abundant, great 
blessing of grace in Christ Jesus, manifested toward us, they 
are more and more renewed through such a faith ; their hearts 
are filled with joy and exultation ; they will break forth with 
joyful heart, in all manner of thanksgiving — they praise and 
commend God with all their heart, because they know, and be- 
lieve with joyful heart, in the spirit ; that the Father loved us 
80, that He gave us poor, wretched sinners, his own and Eter- 
nal Son, with his merits, as a gift and eternal ransom as Paul 
says : The kindness and love of God our Saviour toward man 
appeared, not by works of righteousness, which we have done, 
but according to his mercy he saved us, by the washing of re- 
generation, and renewing of the Holy Ghost ; which he shed 
on us abundantly, through Jesus Christ our Saviour : That being 
justified by his grace, we should be made heirs according to 
the hope of eternal life. (Tit. 3.) 

Here it is proper to observe : How the righteous died for the 
unrighteous, when we were yet sinners and enemies. (Rom. 5.) 
How the spotless lamb was prepared for us, in the fire of 
affliction — sufiered upon the cross, and was offered an eternal 
propitiation for our sins. Be, the creator of all things was 
Drnised for our sakes, (Ex. 12 ; Heb. 1 ; John 1 ; Col. 1 ; Fs. 
45.) And he, the most High, who was above all the children 
of men, &c., became as the most unworthy', and was counted 
with evil doers, (Isa. 53.) The innocent bore the sins of the 
whole world, and blotted out all our transgression, by the price 
of his crimson blood ; as the scriptures declare : I restored that 
which I took not away. (Fs. 69.) In short, that Jesus Christ 
through His obedience, delivered Adam and all his seed from 
the consequences of disobedience, and by his painful death, 
again restored life. (Rom. 5.) 

The apostle Faul, who knew this great and glorious work of 
divine love, broke forth and said, (Rom. 8 :) Who will separate 
us from the love of God ? Shall tribulation or distress, or per- 
secution, or famine, or nakedness, or peril, or sword, as it is 
written. (Fs. 43.) For thy sake we are killed all tVi^ d<^i 
long; we are acconnted as sheep for the sVan^ViW. '^«:^x*\'^^ 

6 
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these things we are more than conquerors through him that 
loved as. For 1 am persuaded, that neither death, nor life, nor 
angels, nor principalities, nor powers, nor things present, nor 
things to come, nor height, nor depth, nor any other creature, 
shall be able to separate us from the love of God, which is in 
Christ Jesus our Lord. 

And this is what John says : Let us love him for he first loyed 
us. (I John 4.) For nature teaches us to love those, who love 
us. And this is the first fruit of the holy sacrament, if rightly 
celebrated. 

In the third place, we have to observe : That christain union, 
love and peace are presented to us, and we are reminded* of 
them, by the Lord's supper ; after which all true christians will 
Jiave to strive with all their heeirt. For we being many, (says 
Paul) are one bread, and one body : For we are aU partakers of 
that one bread. 

■' Like as natural bread is made of many grains, broken and 
kneaded together, and baked by the ^heat of fire ; also is the 
church of Christ made up of nian^ true believers, broken in 
their hearts, by the hammer of divine word, and are baptized 
by the Holy Gnbst, and with the fire of pure love, into one body. 
(1 Cor.' 12.) And as the natural body is in harmony and 
peace with all its members, ^and as each member discharges 
Its duty to promote the good of the whole body ; thus it also 
becomes the true and living members of the body of Christ, to 
be in harmony, of one heart, one mind' and one soul. Not 
quarrelsome and unpeaceable, not spiteful and envious, not 
wrathful and hateful, not malicious, not obstinate or rancorous, 
one toward another, not like the ambitious, covetous of honor, 
or the haughty of this world ; but in all things, one toward 
another, be long suffering, friendly, peaceable, ever ready to 
serve his neighbor in true christian love, in all things possible ; 
by exhortation ; by reproof, by comforting, by assisting, by 
counselling, with deed and with good, yea, in labor, with body 
and life. (Eph. 4.) Keady to forgive one another, as Christ 
forgave us, and served us by his word, with his life and death. 
As Paul says : Put on, therefore, as the elect of God, holy and 
beloved, bowels of mercies, kindness, humbleness of mind, meek- 
ness, long suffering : forbearing one another, and forgiving one 
another, if any man have a quarrel against any : Even as Christ 
forgave you, so also do ye. And above all things, put on charitv, 
which is the bond of perfectness : and let the peace of God rule 
in your hearts, to which also ye are called into one body; and be 
thankful. (Col. 3.) 

And again ; as in the natural body, the more honorable mem- 
bers, sacb aa the eye, the ear, the mouth do not proscribe the 
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less honorable, and they also do not envy the more honorable ; 
but every member in its place, is peaceable, and contributes to 
the good of the whole body, whether it is honorable or feeble ; 
and thus in the church of the Lord God gave, says Paul, some 
apostles, some prophets ; some evangelists ; some teachers. Let 
every one be mindful that he boasts not of the things he has, 
for it is all the grace of God. Let every one attend to his duty, 
to the perfecting of the saints, for the. work of the ministry, for 
the edifying of the body of Christ : till all come in the unity of 
faith, and the knowledge of the son of God. into a perfect man, 
unto the measure of the stature of the fullness of Christ. 
(Eph. 4.) 

This is also set forth in the holy supper ; but how the world, 
calling themselves christians, live up to this, is shown by their 
iraits and actions. 

In the fourth place, we have to observe : That the hgly supper -- 
is the co mmunion of the body and blood of Christ ; as Paul 
says: The^cup ofBleissing which we bless, is it not the commu- 
nion of the blood of Christ? The bread which we break, is it 
pot the communion of the body of Christ ? (1 Cor. 10.) 

Since then it is a communion, as said, I would fraternally 
exhort all of you; that you would earnestly examine yourselves, 
whether you have been made partakers of Christ? (Heb. 3.) 
Whether you are flesh of his flesh, and bone of nis bone? 
(Eph. 5.) Whether you iare in Christ, and Christ in you ? For 
all who would worthily eat of this bread, and drink of this cup, 
roust be changed and renewed in the inner and outer man 
through the power of the divine word and the operation of faith ; 
(John 3; 2 Pet. 1.) and be of a new mind, as new creatures 
born of God, and translated from Adam into Christ ; be of a 
christian disposition, long sufiering, peaceable, merciful, afiec- 
tionate, and truly humble, and be obedient to the word of the 
Lord. The proud, ambitious, selfish and sensual heart must be 
circumcised. (Col. 2.) The evil eye must be plucked out, (Matt. 
18.) the ear that delights to hear evil, must be closed ; the 
unprofitable, backbiting tongue must be bridled ; the unclean, 
bloody hand must be cleansed ; the unclean, unchaste flesh 
must be corrected, &c. (Isa. 2.) They must lead a crusade 
against the world, flesh and the aevil ; their loins must be girt 
about with truth ; having on the breast-plate of righteousness ; 
their feet shod with the preparation of the gospel of peace ; 
they must be armed with the shield of faith ; with the helmet 
of salvation, and the sword of the spirit. (Eph. 6 ; 1 Thess. 5.) 
They must be led by the spirit of God, to become the sons of 
God; and strive with all their powers, \,Vi«A. VVkfc^ \a».'^\i^\^^- 
winded mt}i Olirist Jesus. (Plx\\,2-, Biom^^.^ -^^V^aV^ Nksj^x- 
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tated and celebrated it with his beloved disciples ; he said : With 
desire I have desired to eat this passo^er with voa before I 
suffer. And then he took the cup and ^ave thanks and said : 
This is my body which is given for you. Likewise also the wine. 
This is the cup of the New Testament in my blood, &c. This do 
in remembrance of me. (Matt. 22 ; Mark 14 ; Luke 22 ; 1 Cor. 
11.) As if he had said : Behold, dear children, so far has that 
love which I have had for you and the whole human family, and 
shall ever have for you, constrained me, that I left the glory of 
my Father, came into this world of affliction, and am as a poor, 
miserable servant, to serve you, (John 3, 1 ; John 4 ; Bom. 8 ; 
Phil. 1.) for I beheld that you all belonged to satan, and there 
was none to redeem you, (Heb. 2.) and that you had all gone 
astray, like erring sheep, and there was none who cared for yon. 
That you were a prey to devouftng wolves, and there was none 
to ransom you. (Isa. 53; Exod. 34; Matt. 18; Luke 15.) That 
vou were wounded with death, and there was none that could 
heal you. (^Luke 10; Exod. 16.) Therefore, did I come from 
heaven, ana became a poor, weak and dying man, in all things 
like unto you, sin excepted. (John 1 ; Ueb. 4.) In my great 
love I zealously sought you, and I found you helpless, loathsome 
and miserable, yea half dead, (Exod. 16,) the services of my love 
I have so cordially manifested toward you ; your sores I bound 
up ; your blood 1 wiped off* ; I pourea wine and oil into your 
putrid wounds, (Luke 10, ) set you free from the jaws of the 
bears and lions of the pit ; I laid yon upon my shoulders, and 
led yon into the tabernacles of peace; (2 Kings 17 ; Ezra 1;) 
your nakedness I covered; had compassion on you in your 
misery ; 1 fulfilled the law for you ; ^Matt. 5 ; Bom. 8 ;) youj sins 
I took away ; 1 proclaimed to you tne peace, the grace and favor 
of my Father ; I made known to yon his good will ; I pointed 
out the way of truth ; and I have powerfully testified to yon, 
bv my unheard-of signs and great miracles, that I am the true 
Messiah, the promised Prince and Saviour. (Isa. 53 ; 1 Pet. 2 ; 
Gen. 49 ; Job. 17 ; John 3.) 

Beloved, children, so long as I have been with you, taught 
my Father*s word, admonished, reproved and comforted in his 
name ; but now my hour is at hand ; this night I shall be 
betrayed. All what the prophet said of me, has come to aa 
end. (Matt. 26; Luke 22.) But, since I can serve you no longer, 
with my doctrine and life, I will, at last, serve you with my 
painful sufferings. 

And this is the reason why I called you to this supper, so that 

I might institute a memorial in the use of bread and wine, and 

tbatjroa Diighi occasionally come together after my death, and 

commemorate the ^rocioas favors of my ftid^iit love, 80 abasr 
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dantly manifested to yoa-ward ; and especially, that I loved yon 
80 dearly, that I offered my body for you ; and shed my blood 
for yon. Greater love hath no man than this, that a man lay down 
his life for his friends. (1 Cor. 11 ; John 15.) I have by my 
death obtained for you everlasting reconciliation, grace, mercy, 
favor and peace with my Father^ as I told you, namely : Even 
as the Son of man came not to be ministered unto, but to 
minister, and to give his life a ransom for many. (Matt. 20.) 

Beloved reader, take notice of the word of the Lord and the 
institntion. For where this holy supper is celebrated with such 
faith, love, devotion, peace, harmony, and so much cordiality, 
there Jesus Christ is present with his grace, spirit, and promise, 
and with the merits of his sufferings, misery, flesh, blood, cross 
and death ; as he himself says : Where two or three are gathered 
together in my name, there am I in the midst of them. (Matt. 
18.) But where the knowledge of Christ, active faith, new life, ' 
christian love, peace and harmony do not exist, there is not the 
Lord's supper, but a despising of the blood and death of Christ, 
a consolation of the impenitent, a seducing hypocrisy, and open 
blasphemy and idolatry. As, alas ! we know and see by the world, 

O I delightful assembly and christian banquet, called and 
ordained of the Lord himself, where there are no sensual plea- 
anres, to gratify the flesh, but where are set forth, the glorious, 
holy mysteries by visible signs, under bread and wine — those 
mysteries are set forth, sought for, and desired by all true 
christian believers. (Matt. 26; Mark 14; Luke 22.) 

1 delightful assembly and christian banquet, where no un- 
seasonable, slanderous mockery, and trivial songs are sung ; but 
there obtain the devout, christian life, peace, and harmony 
among all tfaebrethren; besides the joyful word of divine grace, 
his gracious kindness, favor, love, service, tears, prayers, cross 
and death, with delightful praises of divine thanksgiviog in 
devout jo^, are all set forth, and exhibited to all. 

O I delightful assembly and christian banquet ; to which the 
impenitent and proud despisers, according to scripture are not 
invited ; such as whores, and whore-mongers, rogues, adulterers, 
debauchees, the giddv, robbers, liars, defrauders, tyrants, blood- ^ 
shedders, idolators, slanderers, &c., for such are not the people 
of the Lord. 

Bat these are the people of Christ, who are invited, the true 
christians, who are born of God, who have subdued their sins 
and walk with Christ in newness of life, who crucify their flesh, 
are influenced by the Holy Ghost, who believe. God with all their 
heart, seek, fear, and love him, and in their weakness gladly 
serve him, and are obedient unto him ; — 8U(iVi M^m^mX^^x^ ^WXi^^ 
body of Christ; Seek of hia flesh ; and boiie ol \\Sa\iOXk^. V^i^. ^>k 

6* 
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1 delightful assembly, and christian banqnet ; when therft 
is not excess of eating and drinking, nor the ungodly friyolity of 
piping and drumming is heard ; but there the troubled con- 
sciences are satisfied with the heavenly bread of the divine word, 
and with the wine of the Holy Ghost, joyful souls, singing and 
making melody in their hearts«to the Lord. 

Awaken, you, who sit in darkness and walk in the region 

and shadow of death. Awaken, I say, and observe that the 

supper which you have, to the present held, is not the supper of 

Christ, but of antichrist ; not the table of the Lord ; but the 

table of the devil. For it is generally dispensed only by open 

deceivers, and worshippers of idols ; and received by a people 

that is as yet quite dissolute, sensual, disbelievers, of the word 

of God and obstinate thereto. And moreover, they believe it 

i to be the real body and blood of the Lord, and celebrate it with 

{ such unbecoming, heathenish pomp and splendor. I abomi- 

i nable idolatry 1 1 

Beloved reader, I bear witness to the truth in Christ and lie 
not ; I tell you that the holy supper of Christ is not to be dis- 
pensed by a deceiver, nor to be received by an impenitent and 
obstinate sinner. Nor does it require such a gorgeous and 
splendid array to celebrate it ; as the world is wont to celebrate 
it. Neither golden vessels, nor hypocritical semblance of con- 
fessions, absolution, bowing, and smiting upon the breast, &c., 
but it must be celebrated with a broken heart, and bumble 
mind ; — with unfeigned, ardent love, with peace and joy in the 
Holy Ghost. Again, I say, awaken, and reflect upon what I 
write. God's word and his work are no dead letter ; it is not 
buffbonry. Nor is it the sounding of many bells and organs, 
and singing; but it is a heavenly power and a living, moving, 
of the Holy Ghost, which warms the heart and mind of the be* 
lievers ; pervades, comforts, anoints, and enlivens them ; makes 
them joyful and happy in G^d. For this is the trae nature and 

Sower of the Lord's word, if it be rightly preached, and of his 
oly sacraments, if rightly used. " 

It is, therefore, high time, to take heed to the word of the 
Lord. For all who are earthly and sensually minded, are not 
born of God and his word, are obstinately averse to the Lord's 
word ; love not their neighbors, nor are ready to help them ; all 
these are not the community of God, therefore they cannot be 
part of his body or guests at his table. For Paul says : To 
DC carnally minded, is death, (Rom. 8 ; John 3.) Christ says : 
Those who are not born from above, cannot see the kingdom of 
God. And Samuel says : Disobedience is as iniquity and 
idolatrf. (1 8 Am, 15, 23.) John says : He that loveth not 
Aia /brother, (neighbor) abideth in death. A^n, He thai 
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loyeth not, knows not God, for God is loye. In short, withont 
love, all preachine, all faith, baptizing, celebrating the Lord's 
snpper, and prophecying, are vain, profit nothing. (I Cor. 13.) 

We do, therefore, admonish all those desiring to celebrate this 
snpper, that they might rightly learn to know what the tme 
sapper is, — what it signifies — how it is to be used, and who are 
to celebrate it. And then also to examine themselves well, as 
Paul teaches, before they eat of this bread and drink of this 
cap ; that they do not oomfort themselves with the visible sign, 
and err in regard to the reality, represented by these signs ; for 
they who know not Christ and his righteousness, believe not 
him and his word, and walk not according thereto ; but accord- 
ing to the superstitious doctrines and commands of men, though 
they sit down at the Lord's table, they eat and drink damnation 
to themselves. 

All who have received the word of the Lord through faith, 
and acknowledged it to be true, and have again transgressed it, 
and have not continued to walk in the truth, but are walking 
ajgain in the broad wav, have returned to the love of the world, 
and. are rejecting Christ and his word, and depending upon the 
seducing doctrines, the interpretations and promises of the 
learned, such have no part at the Lord's table, for they are 
without God ; as John says : Whosoever transgresseth, and 
abideth not in the doctrine of Christ, hath not God. (2 
John 1.) 

All who walk in their heart's pride, and despise their poor 
distressed neighbor, and know not that they themselves are 
poor mortals, seed of Adam, and food for worms, and a wilted 
flower, yea dust and earth, whether they are emperor, king, rich, 
or learned, &e, and sit down at the Lord's table with a proud 
heart ; eat and drink damnation of themselves. 

All who boast of the Locd's spirit, name, covenant, word, 
knowledge, merits, grace, blood and death, and yet reject his 
holy counsel, doctrine, command, ordinance and his unblamable 
example, or reject and grieve his holy Spirit, hate, defraud and 
belie their neighbor, and sit down at the Lord's table ; eat and 
drink damnation to themselves. 

All who love houses, lands, friends, children, honor, ease of 
flesh, voluptuousness, and this life, more than they do Christ 
and his word, though attending the Lord's table, eat and drink 
damnation to themselves. Christ says : He that loveth any 
thing more than me, is not worthy of me and cannot be my dis* 
ciple, (Matt. 10; Luke 14.) 

And this is the sum of the whole matter, that all those who 
would sit down at the Lord's table, with the disci^l^ft «»^d ^\x«&l% 
of Christ, whether rich or poor, hig\i ot \on», ibslsX. \«k wsiWtkWa. 
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^ faith, nDblamable in condoct and life. None are excepted, 
neither emperor nor kin^, nor prince nor earl, knight nor noble- 
man. Yea, as long as they err in doctrine and faith, and are in 
their lives sensaal and blamable, thej are by no means to be 
i suffered to commune with the pious and penitent, to appear at 
; the holy supper ; for they are not in Christ, bat must remain 
without, till they sincerely repent and are converted to Christ, 
walk in the ways of the Lord, and be of one spirit and one faith 

IMrith Christ and his church. For the Lord's supper is a com- 
munion of the flesh and blood of Christ, which isruot to be given 
to the ungodly and obdurate as a pledge of reconciliation, but 
^ to the sincere, penitent, christian believers. 
' . If any one has a good appearance before men, and is inwardly 
proud, avaricious, sensual and without the spirit of God, he is 
not judged of the church, but of the Lord himself, the searcher 
and trier of men's hearts, and reins, as the scripture says. (Ps. 
7 ; Jer. 17 ; Rom. 8 ; Rev. 2.) We do, therefore, admonish all 
those who would go to the Lord's table ; to examine themselves 
before they approach ; for all who eat unworthily of this bread, 
and drink of this wine, eat and drink damnation to themselves. 
(1 Cor. 11.) 

Thus, beloved, does the holy supper instruct and admonish 
lU : first ; the bread, as the body of Christ, which he offered for 
«s, and the cup, the blood of Christ which he shed in great love, 
for the remission of our sins. (Matt. 26 ; Mark 14; Luke 22.) 
In the second place, we are admonished to union, love and 
peace, which must be among all true christians, accordingto the 
spirit, doctrine and example of Christ ; for Paul says : For we 
being many are one bread ; and one body, &c. (1 Cor. 10.) In 
the third place, we are admonished to true regeneration, to all 
righteousness, thanksgiving, peace and ^*oy in the Holy Ghost, 
to a pious and unblamable life. For it is a communion of the 
blooa and body of Christ, of which no one is a partaker, nor 
can be, unless, he is born of God, dead unto sin, an humble, 
peaceable, pious christian, one who is in Christ, and Christ in 
m him ; flesh of his flesh, and bone of his bone : This is to be 
a true partaker of the body and blood of Christ ; as Paul says : 
For we are made partakers of Christ, if we hold the beginning 
of our confidence steadfast unto the end. (John 3; Kph.5: 
Heb.3.) 

Behold, beloved readers, here you have the true instructions 
concerning the Lord's holy supper, with its significations, fruit, 
power, nature, and the guests, as the mouth of the Lord and 
the holy apostles have left it and taught us. The usages and 
ordinances which belong to thechurch of God, are to be observed 
Mad kept with knowledge, faith, love, union, peace and piety. 
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Here. compare tbe SQpper of the woif d with this, and yon will 
know the true one ; what an abomination the Antichrist has 
made of it, and what enchantments he practised by it, and how 
we poor sinners, with all our forefathers, have offered incense, 
as idolatrous Israel of old, for hand reds of years, nntb the 
brazen serpent, (2 Kings 8 ; Ezod. 32,) and danced before the 
golden calf. (2 Ghron. 12.) 1 my faithfnl reader, fear €h)d, 
with all yonr heart, examine the scriptares, and believe the 
truth. 



OF THE CORRUPTION OF THE HOLY 

SUPPER. 

The scriptures teach that we have no other offering for sift 
than the body of the Lord, (Isa. 53 ; Matt. 20, 26 ; Kom. 3 ; 
Heb. 9, 10,) as before said. Bat because the enemies of Christ, 
have possessed the- cathedral for so many years, and according 
to scripture, have altered the laws of the Most High, and have 
instead thereof, erected their abomination of desolation, (Deut. 
7,) and have altered and corrupted the holy supper with their 
councils, power and false doctrine, till, alas! it retains but the 
shadow, and the mere name, and they did this to destroy and 
corrupt the true, eternal offering of Christ, which only avails 
with God, and changed it into a daily offering for sin, as we may 
plainly read in the canons of the mass ; which undoubtedly is 
an abomination of abominations ; for thereby, Jesus Christ with 
his all-sufficient, eternal offering, is abolished and made of none 
effect though he is the propitiation and mediation of the New 
Testament. He is thrust from his throne of majesty; his 
merits, cross, blood, and death rejected: yea, all the types and 
shadows of Moses, all predictions of the prophets; the promise 
of angels, and the whole New Testament, are thereby denied, 
for they all harmoniously point to the one and eternal offering 
of Christ; in opposition to, and instead of it, they ordained an 
unholy, blind, seductive and sensual idolatry, with a piece of 
bread ! Beloved reader, here put no other construction upon 
these words ; what I write is the truth. 

It has come so far with this ungodly seducing corruption, 
that they have arrogated to themselves all power in heaven 
above, upon earth, and in hell below ; they therefore break the 
bread into three pieces. With the first, they reconcile God ; 
with the secondly they intercede for the world ; and with the 
third J as they pretend, they pray for the Boula YVi^TJiT^^Xwt'^. 

Through this accursed infamy they toa^ so V\^mV^s^^'^> 
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tbat they are above all the potentates of earth, (Acts 17,) whom 
they made their own servants. By their hypocritical service and 
encnanting idolatry, they hold in possession, money, goods, gold, 
silver, land, rents, cloisters, cities, principalities and the domin- 
ions of this world, because eveir one loved this splendid service 
^ holy and divine, honored and feared their exited and pom- 
pons names as the messengers of God 1 1 

By this ingenious and subtle magic, the Boman AntichriBt 
has gained such respect and authority, that even the imperial 
majesty, the highest soverignty on earth, whom we are com- 
manded of God to respect and obey, had to humble himself and 
kiss his feet ; yea, what is still worse, Frederick Barbarossa, a 
prudent man, an emperor of renown, could not be reconciled 
with Pope Alexander III. until he humbled himself at Venice, 
before the church, and suffered the Pope to tread upon him with 
his feet I 

Behold, thus Antichrist has enchanted the whole world with 
his offering. The gracious Father be eternally praised, that he 
has, through his paternal grace delivered us, his poor children, 
from this enchanting offering, and given ns to know the only 
and eternal offering of his son, Jesus Christ, who, according to 
the order of Melchisedek, is ordained an eternal high priest over 
the house of God ; who, in the days of his flesh, offered op 
prayers and supplications with strong crying and tears, nnto 
oim that was able to save from death, and was heard, because 
he honored God. (Heb. 5, 7, 9, 10.) This one, 1 say, offered 
an acceptable offering, a sweet smelling sacrifice, of eternal 
worth, wnereby he appeases the Father's wrath, recondles the 
human race, opened heaven, and closed hell ; and made peace 
between heaven and earth ; and sits now, and henceforth, at 
the right band of his Father, till his enemies be made his foot- 
stool, (Col. 1 ; Ps. 109,) yea, with this one offering, he has per- 
fected forever all those who are sanctified. This cannot be 
gainsayed, whether by emperor or king, doctor or teacher, angel 
or devil. This word stands firmly and immovable. He has 
with one offering, I sav with one offering, perfected for ever 
those who are sanctified. (Heb. 10.| 

0, my beloved reader I I mean all those who are without the 
spirit of Christ and his word, take heed what the word of the 
Lord teaches you, and observe the true doctrine of Christ, the 
true sacraments, the true teachers, the true church and the tme 
christian life, so tbat you may once learn to know what kind of 

Eastors feed you ; what kind of baptism and supper you practice ; 
y what kind of offering you are reconciled ; what kind of lives 
yon lead, and of whose body you are members. 
O bow long, aaya Solomon, will you simple ones love sira- 
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• 
plicity? And yon scomers delight in scorning? How long 
will you remain'prisonere of sin ? How long will you remain in 
the communion of the devil, and suffer yourselves to be dragged 
down to the abyss of hell by the cords of unbelief? Awake, 
and ransom your poor souls! Come out from among them! 
Avoid every appearance of evil ; (Isa. 52 ; 2 Cor. 6 ; Rev. 18 ; 
1 Thess. 5 ;] believe in Christ Jesus ; repent and lead an un- 
blamable life ; follow Christ with a sincere heart ; enter into 
the house and covenant of his everlasting peace, into the com- 
munion of his flesh and blood. Take upon you his easy yoke 
and you will find rest for your soals, (Matt. 11,) and you may 
then of a truth say, that you are christians ; that you have ob- 
tained the remission of your sins, by the grace of God, through 
the merits of Christ ; and that you are joint heirs of the eternal 
kingdom. May God grant his grace to you all. Amen. 

In the second place, they made the bread, in the holy supper, 
into the real flesh, and the wine into the real blood of Christ, 
and understood the words of Christ literallv : Take, eat, this is 
roy body, &c., and did not observe that Christ (John 6) does 
fully instruct us, how we are to eat his flesh and drink his blood, 
and says, that it would profit nothing really to eat his flesh, and 
to drink his blood, for tnis could not be done, because he was 
about ascending to heaven where he was before ; we are there- 
fore not literally to understand this eating of his flesh, and 
drinking of his blood ; but spiritually, as he himself says : The 
words that I speak unto you, they are spirit, and they are life. 
All those who thus understand this from the scriptures, are 
called and accursed as heretics and profaners of the sacrament, 
and sufier for it by water, fire and the sword. 

O dear Lord ! is this not an ungodly error, and great blind- 
ness, to teach and to believe ; that a piece of bread, and a drink 
of wine should be changed into the real and essential flesh and . 
blood of the son of God, whereby we may be delivered from hell, 
the devil, sin and death, and are made children of grace ? 0, 
horrible heresy I 

O you poor, miserable, blind people, believe the words of 
Christ, when he says : It is the spirit that quickeneth ; the 
flesh profiteth nothing: the words that I speak unto you, they 
are spirit, and they are life ; believe that he ascended up to 
heaven and is at the right hand of his Father, (Mark 16 ; Luke 
24 ; Bom. 8,) therefore he cannot be eaten nor confined in the 
body by any one, nor is he to be placed upon any altar, nor can 
he be consumed by fire or worms, as it is evidently the case with 
the visible bread and wine. (Col. 2.) 

But where the Lord's church, the beloved d\&cV^\^% ^l Q)Vti^V.> 
who have met in his name, celebrate tlie hoV^j axiY^^t Va. Xto^ 
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faith, lore and obedience, there the outward perishable man 
eats perishable bread and wine ; and the inner, the imperishable 
man of the heart, sniritaally eats the imperishable flesh and 
blood of Christ, which can neither be eaten iK)r destroyed, as 
above said ; like is pi oited by like ; this is incontrovertible. 
The visible man is nourished upon visible food, and the invisible 
man is fed upon invisible bread, as we may plainly learn from 
the month oi the Lord. (John %.) 

Therefore, all who are in Christ and with believing, peni- 
tent hearts, know and rely upon the pure offering of the Dody 
and blood of Christ, that it is the only sacrifice and ablation 
for their sins, the onlv and eternal medium of grace, eat the 
true flesh and drink the true blood of Christ, not with their 
mouths, but sptrituaM}^, by faith, as said before. 

The reader may readily observe from these words, that the 
bread is no flesh, and that the wine is no blood ; for were they 
flesh and blood, as the idolaters pretend and teach the poor 
people, one of two consequences must follow : either the per- 
ishable bread and wine are changed into the imperishable and 
heavenly Son of God ; or the Son of God must be changed 
into bread and wine. This is incontrovertible. 

dear Lord I they are more ignorant than the heathens 
ever were; true, the heathens worshipped sun, moon and 
stars, which have their influence upon tmngs below. They wor^ 
shipped the ox, the dragon, serpents, fire, and other creatnrei, 
some of which had living breath within them. They also wor- 
shipped images of wood, stone, gold and silver, made bv skilful 
workmen, who cast, carved and decorated them in the like* 
ness of man. But those who are called by the name of Chnst* 
pray to, worship and adore a piece of bread and a mouthfnl of 
wine, as the real flesh and blood of Christ, who came from hea- 
ven for our salvation, — and was made an offering upon the 
cross for our sins. intolerable abomination and infamy ! thai 
the praise of God, the glory of Jesus Christ is converted and 
changed into such a feeble idol, which can neither speak, hear 
Dor see ; neither can stand nor walk, which worms eat and fire 
consumes ; and must be locked up, preserved, assisted, and car^ 
ried about bv the hands of men, like the idols at Babylon, of 
which Barucn writes. 

my faithful reader, rightly learn to know Christ Jesus. He 
is not like the fabulous Proteus but he is now the everlast- 
ing, almighty Son of the eternal, omnipotent God, and not a 
perishable creature, bread and wine. Oh no ! he is unchange- 
able through all i'lvrnity. Neither can he be confined in any 
house, church uur chamber, in silver oor gulden vessels; for, 
Aceording to hii eternal divine being, heaven is his throne Mad 
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the earth his footstool, and according to his holy humanity, he 
ascended into heaTen and sits at the right hand of his Father. 
(Isa. 66 ; Acts 6, 17 ; Mark 16 ; Acts 1 ; Bom. 8.) He is the 
eternal and almighty power, brightness, word, tmth, wisdpm 
and image of God. {Heb. 1 ; Matt. 28 ; Eph. 1 ; Phil. 2.) He 
has all power in heaven above and on earth below, all tnings 
aie under him ; eyerv knee has to bow, and every tonene to 
confess to him, that he is the Lord, to the honor and glory of 
his Father, (Matt. 26 ; Rev. 1.) and he will not appear asain in 
the flesh, bnt he will come in the clouds of heaven, to judge the 
goats and sheep. (Matt. 25.) 

Therefore I say i^ain : That he cannot be eaten, nor can he 
be digested in the body of man. Augustine well knew this ; 
when he says : Why do you make ready to eat ? only believe, 
and you have eaten him. 

Beloved reader, we well know, that Augustine did not write 
this of the natural eating of the holy supper ; but of the spiri- 
tual eating, which is by faith ; and with that view, we adduced 
iXi so that the godfearing reader mieht see the difference be- 
tween outward and inward eating, and not mistake the one for 
the other; for the external use of the sign is nothin^^but a false 
appearance and hypocrisy, if the thing which is invisibly repre- 
sented, is not connected with it. That this is the case with in- 
fant baptism and the world's supper, may be readily proved 
from the scriptures ; but where the mystery is connected with 
the sigp, for which purpose it is ordained, there is the baptism 
of Christ, and his supper, as the scriptures teach. But this is 
hidden from the world. They know that the scriptures teach 
a supper, but what it actually is, what it prefigures and who 
are to enjoy it, they know not. The Babylonian whore has so 
completely deceived and bewitched them in this matter. 
(Rev. 17.) 

The holy supper, as taught by Christ and his apostles, 
reproves all idolatry ; foreign mediums of reconciliation ; natred, 
discord and unrighteoushess; for it directs alone to the one 
oflbring of Christ which was made by his flesh and blood, once , 
for all, as related; it represents christian peace, harmony, 
brotherly love, and a pious, unblamable life, as alreadv said. 
For that reason they are forsaking the Lord's word and ordi- 
naaceSf^and have turned away from the Creator to the creature, 
and from the true reality, to the perishable signs ; — yea, they 
call the disgraceful mass, the sacrifice of the Lord ; and the 
bre^id and wine his real flesh and blood ; for this is the custom 
and manner of the ungodly, because they know not the true 
God, — God of heaven and earth, and hate the ttxxe aetVvi^, «2^^ 
are inimicable thereto, believe not his holy aud'^oiXXi'^ ^cst^' 

7 
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in God's stead they have a visible and tangible creatare ; and a 
service of their own choice. So did Israel with the golden 
calves, with Baal and Moloch ; and Antioch with his Maoaim, 
(god of forces,) (Exod. 31 ; 1 King 12; Jer. 7, 5; Dent. 20; 
Sam. 12,) the Babylonians with their Belas ; the E^mfitiaiii 
with their Isis ; &c. From this sonrce, all disgraceful idolatryt 
which is practiced with this abomination, such as carrying 
abont the bread, exalting it, praying thereto, offerinf^ of incense 
on every occasion to pay it divine honor and divine service. 
Concerning which there is not a letter in all the scriptnret. 
Yea, alas I many esteem it so highly, that they say this ia the 
same one who reconciled as npon the cross. Even as Israel 
said to the calf : These be thy gods, Israel, which have 
brought thee up out of the land of E^pt. (Exod. 32.) 

Beside this, tne use of the cup is withheld from the people in 
the Roman church. If it were the Lord's supper, as they pre- 
tend, they would, in every respect, use it accoraing to the ordi- 
nance of the Lord. But this custom shows that it is not the 
supper of Christ, but a deluding seduction of anti-christ. 

Therefore, be wise and sober, you who name yourselves after 
the name of Christ. Spew out tne wine which you have drunk 
of Babylonian whoredom. (Bev. 17.) Ton have danced and 
burned incense long enough to the golden calf. Give tht 
Almiffhty the praises and honor due him ; lest it happen to yoo 
as it did to faithless, disobedient and idolatrous Israel. (1 Cor. 
10.) Although the Lord God graciously redeemed them from 
the power ana tyranny of Fharoah, vet they had to suffer pnii- 
ishment on account of their unfaithfulness and obstinacy, and 
were destroyed in the wilderness. (Exod. 14.) And so it it 
also in vain that we are redeemed by the blood of the Lord 
from the dominion and power of the devil, if we do not repent, 
but remain idolaters, and believe not in Jesus, and are not obe- 
dient nor live according to his word in our weakness. (Ps. 94; 
Heb. 3, 4.) 

In the third place they teach ; that this bread is dispensed for 
the remission of sins. My faithful reader, take notice of whai 
I write. Where Jesus Christ and his word and spirit, are 
not known and acknowledged, there is nothing but unbelief, 
idolatry, error, and an uncertain wavering conscience, as may be 
seen. ^ 

All seek some remedy for their sins, but the true remedy, 
Christ, they do not acknowledge ; hence they have contrived so 
many remedies, that we can neither describe nor relate them 
all ; such as absolution, holy water, fastiugs, confessions, masses, 
pilgrimages, infant baptism, bread and wine, &c., &c. 
I know not to whom to compare this race, other than to a 
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eick and wonnded person, who has entrusted himself under the 
care of an unskilful physician, who can give him no suitable 
medicines, and apply no healing plasters ; he spends his money 
in vain ; he suffers pain and affliction : and is getting worse 
instead of better. A skilful, experienced and philanthropic 
I^ysician is recommended, who would visit him without money 
apd without price, bind up his wounds, and would gladly cure 
him; but the sick man will not receive such a welUdisposed 
physician ! Who then could feel for such a man, because he 
would rather perish than get well T 

So it is with this perverse race. They feel and are sensible, 
at times, that thev are failing and sick, but they seek medicine 
and counsel of tnose who sicken them still more with their 

Soison ; and are not healed of their l^ounds and cured of their 
isease. (Matt. 9.) They refuse the skilful, the heavenly chi- 
rnrgen and physician, Jesus Christ, recommended by all the 
patriarchs, prophets, apostles and by angels, vea, appointed of 
the Father himself— him thev will not have who would willingly 
visit all so deadly wounded ; he offers his services without money 
andwithout price ; he has a well scented, healing salve, good to 
heal our wounds, — it is his powerful word, to instruct ; and his 
crimson blood, to reconcile, as' was said. (Matt. 11 ; John 7 ; 
Luke 10.) But they desire him not ; they turn away, and per- 
secute him with all manner of false doctrine, with contumelv, 
with lies, betrayings, mutiny, and murder; as has been fully 
shown. (Luke 19.) dear Lord ! counsel thou with this disobe- 
dient, perverse and blind people ? 

My worthy reader, we testify the truth in Christ; beware, 
believe, obey, hope and seek, where and what you desire ; we 
are assured that vou will find no other remedy to all eternity, 
for your sins, in the word of God, which can stand before God, 
than the one we pointed out to you, Jesus Christ; else the 
scriptures must befalse. 

Thus says Isaiah : I, even I, ^m he that blotteth out thy trans- 
gressions for mine own sake, and will not remember thy sins. 

He was wounded for our transgressions. (Isa. 53.) The 
angel said to Joseph : Thou shalt call him Jesus, for he shall 
save his people from their sins. (Matt. 1.) 

This is my blood of the New Testament, which is shed for 
many, for the remission of sins. ( Matt. 26.) 

Lo this is the lamb of God which taketh away the sins of the 
whole world. ( John 1.) 

For he made him to be sin for us, who knew no sin, that we 
might be made the righteousness of God in him. (2 Cor. 5.) 

Who, his own self bore our sins in his own bod^ on \)dj^ \.\^^« 
(IPet. 2.) 
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The blood of his own son, Jesus Ohrist cleanses us from all 
sin. (1 John 1.) 

He loved ns, and washed us from onr sins in his blood. 
(Acts 1.) 

My ^ood readers, look well to yonrselves, and do not deceive 
yourselves ; if there were any other remedy for sin, as related, 
we might then with propriety say, that these and other passages, 
have not rightly directed us ; and holy Paul, also erred not* a 
little, when he says : For there is one God, a^d one Mediator 
between God and man, the man Christ Jesus, who gave himself 
a ransom for all, to be testified in due time. ( 1 Tim. 2.) 

All those, however hol^ they may appear, who seek for 
another remedy for their sms, instead of the remedy provided 
by God, deny the Lord's 4e&th, which he died for us, and his 
innocent blood which he shed for us ; and they are those of 
whom the Lord complains and says, through his prophet 
Jeremiah : For my people have committed twofold evils, they 
have forsaken me, the fountain of living waters, and have hewn 
them out cisterns, that can hold no water. 

And all false doctrine goes to deny the true throne of grace, 
Jesus Ohrist, who alone is our righteousness, acceptable to God : 
and all the erectings of strange^Baals, who are worshipped and 
honored in Christ's stead, do so likewise. 

Behold, beloved sirs, friends and brethren, here you have the 
salutai^ truth and the only ground of the Lord's sui>per, plainlv 
and bnefl^ set before you, what it is, for whom it is ordainea, 
and what it teaches, and represents to us with its mysteries and 
significations. 

And you have also a view of the anti-christian supper, with 
its dreadful abominations, whereby the Lord's supper is de- 
stroyed, and the kingdom of anti-christ is fortified, and is 
placed in the stead of God's throne, whereby, alas! tens of 
thousands of poor souls were and are yet daily deceived. On 
account of which so many pious are so slanderously spoken of 
and reproached by the learned, and so dreadfully murdered and 
slain m some cities, because they renounced this abominable 
idolatry. 

Place these two beside each other — ^weigh them well by the 
spirit, word and ordinances of the Lord, and you will find, if 
you do at all believe that the word of God is true, to what an 
abominable pitch idolatry has risen, and that we have accord- 
ing to our feeble abilities, plainly explained to you the im- 
movable foundation of truth out of the word of God. 

Praise the Most High, all of you who fear the Lord, that he 

has manifested his unbounded love and grace to us-ward, poor 

sJaaers, in th'w dreadful time of unbelief; that he let shine oat 
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darkness, the clear light of the holy gospel, which was con- 
c^ed for several centuries in this dark Egypt, under the clouds 
of the anti-christian abominations. ( 2 Oor. 4.) 

Therefore, let ns be vigilant thereto, ana diligently walk 
therein, so that thick darkness may not again cover us, as the 
prophet says. (Jer. 13.) 

.0 my dear reader, rightly learn to know Jesus Ohrist, 
who ordained this holy supper and breaking of bread for his 
disciples and all christians. Believe the glonous and unspeaka- 
ble gifts of his grace. Fear, love, honor and serve him ; walk 
in godly union, in love and peace with your neighbor, even as 
this supper, witlf its representation, testifies and admonishes ; 
die to your wicked flesh, crucify its unclean lusts ; in all 
things submit to the spirit of the Lord, and his word ; imitate 
his example, and your supper will redound tb the praise of the 
liord, and it will be a blessing to your souls to eternal life. 
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We further teach and admonish from the word of God, that 
all true children of God, who are regenerated from the incor- 
ruptible living seed of the divine word, who have separated 
themselves, according to the scriptures, from the idolatrous 
race, and yielded to the yoke and cross of Christ, and who are 
able to judge between true and false doctrines — between Christ 
and anti-christ, must shun, according to scripture, all seducing 
and idolatrous preachers with their doctrines, sacraments and 
Worship, ( Jer. 23 ; Matt. 7, 15, 16 ; John 10 ; Rom. 16.) They 
must avoid all, of every sect, creed and name, who are not 
found in the pure doctrine of Christ, and in the scriptural usage 
of his sacraments. ( 1 Tim. 6 : 2 Tim. 2, 3 ; Tit. 3 ; 2 John 1 ;) 
because they have neither calling, doctrine, nor life, according - 
to the word of God, but are sent by anti-christ, and ordained in 
his employment and service. And 

Because they not oaly fail to observe the pure doctrine of 
Christ, and to conform to the established usages of the apostolic 
church, in relation to the hol^ sacraments, but to vain con- 
fusion, they add (as has been stated) abominable and open 
idolatry. 

Because they have deceitfully mingled the light froth of man's 
doctrine, with the fair, precious gold of the divine word, and the 
pure wine, with the unclean waters of their foolish wisdom. (Isa« 
1; 2 Ohron. 25, 26.^ 

Becaoje tbejr bo sbamefally censure, and nvoxxXA -wSWcl^'^ t^taX 
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out and destroy the holy city of God, the city of righteouaness 
and eternal peace ; the lovely Jerusalem with its sacred temple, 
the house of prayer, and rule therein with their spiritual mar|i, 
Fharasaic commands, and enchanting traffic, (fsa. 56 ; Jer. 7 ; 
Matt. 21 ; Mark 11 ; Luke 19 ; John 2 ; 2 Fet. 2.) 

Because they, like Belshazzar, in their Babylonian idolatries, 
80 miserably misuse and de^de the precious vessels and uten- 
sils of the Lord ^the precious souls whom he has consecrated. 

with his crimson blood, (1 Pet. 1) and by whom the true service 
of the Lord should be performed. (Bev. 1 ; Dan. 5.) 

Because, like Herod, they mock Christ, the eternal Wisdom 
of God, as a fool arrayed in a fool's garment; and his holy 
apostles, the witnesses of eternal truth, they regard as useless 
talkers and liars, and thrust them out with scorn. (Luke 27.) 

In short, they preach and lay before the poor people lies for 
truth ; darkness for light ; death for life ; and Anti-christ for 
Christ. 

Therefore it is unfit that the bride of Christ, who stands pre- 
pared to hear only the bridegroom's voice — the dear children 
of God who have their feet washed and their garments cleansed 
in the blood of the Lamb, (John 3, 13; Bev. 7.) who are es- 
tablished upon the immoveable foundations of the apostles and 
prophets, upon the precious corner stone, Christ Jesus, (Eph. 
2,) should again hear the strange voice and doctrines of anti- 
christ, and again defile their garments, (John 10,) and in faith, 
doctrmes, worship, and life accord with anti-christ. They who 
do so, (if they repent not) are condemned by the scriptures and 
adjudged to death, (2 Pet. 2 ; Bom. 1 ; 1 Cor. 6 ; Gal. 3 ; Bev. 
21, 22.) 

This we teach according to our limited talents, with all earnest- 
ness, not out of contempt, (as the Lord knows,) nor yet out of 
obstinancy, caprice, or party stubbornness, as the world ascribes 
to us. On no f God preserve all his own from party spirit. But 
we so preach out of the pure fear of the Lord and tne great dis- 
tress and burthen of our consciences. God's pressing word, and 
love for your poor souls, urge us, (Gal. 5,) as may, through the 
grace of God, be seen with clearness hereafter. 



OF THE SENDING OF PREACHERS. 

AcooBDiNO to the scriptures, the sending of true preachers 

was performed in two wajs : some were called by God alone, 

without any human instrumentality, as was the cose with the 

pjrapbetB and apoBtles, O thers were called through the medium 



or THB SBKDING OT FREA0HElt8. 79 

of the pious, as may be sden from Acts 1, 14 ; I Tim. 3 ; Tit. L 
We hope no one will be so ignorant (who is otherwise of a 
-candid and rational mind,^ but that he will know that the whole 
8erq>tares, both of the Ola and New Testaments, were written for 
our instmction, admonition and correction ; and that thej are 
th^ tme sceptre and rule by which the Lord's kingdom, honse, 
church and congregation mnst be governed and adjusted, (Bom, 
16; 1 Cor. 10 ; 2 Tim. 3 ; Ps. 44; Heb. 1 ; Eev. 21.) Every 
thing, whether it be doctrines, sacraments, worship or conduct, 
which should be measured by this infallible rule, and divine 
jnstifying sceptre, without any respect to persons, if not so 
measured and adjusted, will be destroyed and brought to 
nothing. Therefore would we, your willing servants and asso- 
ciates, of like mortal Mature with you, each one in the office 
•nd station to which he is called, humbly admonish you, in all 
love, that you would reflect on the salvation of your immortal 
Bouls, and would rightly examine the sending or caUing, the 
4oetrine and lives of the bishops, pastors and preachers of your 
churches. Examine them by the aid of the spirit of the Lord and 
by the doctrines and customs of the apostles, because you have 
persecuted and destroyed so many pious, godly christians, by the 
idols' houses of the ungodly, which are supported by the bloody 
havoc-cries of the learned. Tea, we doubt not, but that if you 
follow our advice with a sincere heart, you will soon perceive, 
that we, miserable men, do nothing more in this matter, than 
God's own word teaches and enjoins ; and that your preachers 
are not the servants of Ohrist, but hirelings, hypocrites, deceivers 
and mockers, concerning whom the scriptures warn us, on every 
side, and represent them under many evil names. (John 10 ; 
Hatt. 29 ; 2 Pet. 3 ; Jude 6.) 

Gandid reader ! let this be to you a true and unwavering rule : 
All who rightly preach Christ and his word, and thereby bring 
forth obedient children to the Lord, (Rom. 10,) such mnst have 
been called through one of the aforementioned means. Thev 
must have been brought into the vinevard of the Lord, through 
unfeigned love of God and man — through the power of the 
Holy G&ost. They must improve the talent of grace which 
they have received from God, (Matt. 9 ; Luke' 10.) They must 
rebuke sin, and teach faith and righteousness, without any res- 
pect to persons, (Matt. 25 ; Luke 19,) they must set forth the 
Lord's word and praise : they must perform correctly the work 
and service of the Lord and bring the gathered sheaves into his 
barn and acquired wealth into his treasury. Such a shepherd 
was the faithful Moses ; for when the Lord informed him that 
Israel had made a molten calf, he hastened ftouv Wi.^ \si^xi\k\.<v^%^ 
and when be be&rd the tnmalt and saw the mu\\iv\»\x^^ «^xN^%>i 
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and dancing, a provoked zeal burned in his heart, so that he cast 
down and brake the stone tables which the Lord had written 
with his own finger. He cared neither for life nor death, bat 
rushed forth among the idolatrous people, and rebuked them by 
word and by sword, because they gave to a molten creature the 
honor of Almighty God, who with such love gloriously effeql^d 
their deliverance from Egypt. (Exod. 32«) 

When Zacharias, the son of Barachias, a man full of the 
Holy Ghost, saw the false worship of the people, he hazarded 
his life, and stood forth for the honor of the Lord. He rebuked 
his brethren — erring Israel, and said : Why transgress ye the 
commandment of the Lord that ye cannot prosper. (2 Ghron. 24.J 

Also the worthy prophet, Jeremiah, was burthened with sur- 
fering and cares. He was much troubled on account of his 
fSuthful services, and had determined in his heart to prophecy 
no more in the Lord ; but when he saw the people were ungodly 
nor acted nor spoke aright, he said, God's word was in my heart 
as a burning fire shut up in my bones, and I was weary with for- 
bearing and I could not stay. (Jer. 20.) 

Again, also holy Paul says : (1 Oor. 9.) Wo is unto me, if I 
preach not the gospel ; For if I do this thing willingly, I have a 
reward ; but if against my will, a dispensation of the gospel is 
committed unto me. 

Behold, my good reader, all, who by such a power are touched 
in their hearts, who are moved by the Holy Ghost, who are 
pressed by love to God and man, and urged by the Lord himself, 
or by his spotless christian church, are rightly called to the 
service of the Lord — ^to instruct, admonish, threaten, correct and 
comfort the house of God, the church of Christ, with sound 
doctrine and an unblamable life ; to set forth and administer the 
Lord's holy baptism and supper, in a right manner ; to repel 
diligently, with God's word, all deluding and false teachers to 
exclude all evil members from the communion of the godly, &e. 
To such, the word of Christ, is, I send you as my father has sent 
me ; ^ John 20 ;) without such a sending, no one can ever rightly 
preach the gospel, as Paul says : How can they preach except 
they be sent. (Kom. 10.) 

Yes, it was with this sending and calling that all prophets, 
apostles and servants of God came forth. They sought not 
their own honor, as the preachers of this world do ; but like 
Aaron, they were called by €h)d, or, as has been said, by the 
spotless church. They were brought by the spirit of Gk)d, with 
pious hearts, into his service ; they had always esteemed them* 
selves unfit to serve the people of God, or stand forth in such a 
high and responsible station. (Heb. 5 : Acts 1, 14 ; 1 Tim. 3 ; 
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. When Moses was called of the Lord, that he might lead ont 
the people, he refused from his heart — ^he excosed himself and 
declmea, because he was of a slow tongue ; he desired not the 
office to which the Lord had chosen Urn — ^yea, he resisted so 
long that the Lord was angry. (Exod. 4.) 

Isaiah was confounded because he was to preach the word 
of the Lord. He lamented that he was of unclean lips till 
the angel purged them with a coal from off the holy altar. 
(l8a.6j 

Jeremiah was called and prepared from his birth by God, to 
be a prophet ; he said : Ah Lord God ! I am not fit to preach, 
lor I am but a child. ( Jer. 1.) 

Peter was asked by the Lord three times, if he loved him, 
before he gave him charge of his sheep. (John 21.) 

Paul was called from heaven, and appointed bv the Lord him- 
self in the service of the Gospel ; for the Lord chose him as 
suitable for the ministry. (1 Tim. 1 ; Acts 9 1 GaL 1.) Mat- 
thias was chosen through the zealous prayers of the church, 
and the lots of the apostles, to be an apostle in Juda's stead. 
(Acts 1.) 

_A11 who us.aot sent by God, nor by an unblamable church, 
^nfbrinably to the regulations of Christ and the apostles are 
not called, (as above said.) Such are not called by the Holv 
Ghost, by the sincere love of God and their brethren, and with 
correct knowledge and zeal for the divine word, but they enter 
vpon it with a temporal, sensual life, seeking man's fovor, praise, 
money and profit. They ?rill never gather fruit in the vineyard 
of the Lord, though they may be learned in language, eloquent 
and esteemed as great and excellent men. But all that they 
attempt is lost labor. They will rise eariy, and go out long, but 
their calling is powerless, their service is vain, their labor with- 
out fruit, yea, it is nothing but seeding by the way, and beating 
against the wind ; for no one can serve in this high and holy 
omce, conformably to God's will, except those whom the Lord of 
the vineyard has made worthy and fit, by the spirit of his 
grace. 

. Since then, this sending is the true sending and calling, which 
is taught in the scriptures, (as has been observed,) we faithfully 
counsel the reader, that in the pure fear of God, he would mark 
what kind of people their teachers are ; how, of whom, in what 
way, and to wnat they are called. For it is manifest that some 
of them are useless, h^ighty, lustful men ; some are avaricious, 
usurers, liars, deceivers, idolaters, &e., concerning whom it stands 
written : If they repent not, they shall not inherit the kingdom 
of God. (Rom. 1 ; 1 Gor. 6 ; Gal. 5 ; £ph 5.) 8om^ q2^q^ v(^ 
idle profligates, jonng and haughty, wnoU^ Toii^fiaxu^ Vsi ^^ 
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scriptnres ; and were anointed by anti-christ, when they obtain 
a little knowledge of the Latin tongae, like as if the qnalifi- 
cations for the ministry and for the care of onr souls, were not 
to be founded upon godliness and the ^ts of grace, but upon 
language I Oh no, my reader, no, their foundation must be 
sought for more deeply. 

Besides, this, those so chosen, desire nothing but an indolent^ 
carnal life and filthy lucre and benefices, which heretofore anti- 
christ and his servants have collected together and multiplied 
by means of sorcery, theft and robbery. 

They are only called by carnal love, favor and faction : one 
has a son, another a brother, a third a friend, a fourth is made 
willing by money and gifts. 

They are also with a similar spirit installed and established in 
their office ; to wit : With eating, drinking gormandizing and 
luxury ; with pompous greeting choir letters, appellations, pre- 
sentations, investitures, and such like antichristian titles. JSiit 
bv whom are they thus called ? By the church ? No. Christ's 
church knows no such callings, customs, practices and teachers, 
but they are called by the assemblies of the impenitent, the 
haughty, avaricious and unchaste, by gamblers, drunkards and 
idolaters, who neither know God nor his word, but who abuse, 
persecute and hate all christian truth and walk after the lusts 
of the flesh. 

Again, to what are they called ? That they may genuinely 
preach the word of God ? That they may go before the poor 
people, with doctrines and conduct consistent with the com- 
mands of scripture ? no : but that they may teach the doc- 
trines and commandments of men : that they may withstand the 
holy truth, and betray the pious and godly, who refrain from the 
broadway, into the hands of the blood-thirsty. 

But, beloved reader, why shall I much lament ; it is vet much 
worse than can be written. One blind man calls another ; one 
idolater another ; one ungodly man, another. It is, as the prophet 
said, deceivers, liars, drunkards, and gluttons are good propnets 
for this people. (Mich. 2.) 

sensual preacher I You who with Korah, Dathan, an^ 
Abiram, (Num. 16) ran uncalled — particularly you who know 
that your calling and conduct are not of the word and spirit of 
God, iudge your hearts by the word of the Lord, fear his rigid 
punishment and severe sentence, and reflect how the afore- 
mentioned persons, for the same reason, were fearfully destroyed 
by the Lord before all Israel. (Num. 16.) 

It suits perverted fleshly ease to live in voluptuousness here 

upon earth, with fattened bodies — with gloves on the hands, with 

oetentatjoaa ahow—io be greeted by men as doctor^ lord and 
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and master. (Luke 16.) But when the messenger of death shall 
knoek at the door of ^onr sonis and say, ^' give an account,'' you 
will no longer remain as stewards and hirelings. When yon 
most appear before the. throne of the eternal Majesty, (Bom. 
14,) and the poor miserable souls which yon have mislea with 
your false and deceiving doctrine, idolatries, sorceries, and 
ungodly wanton lives, shall be required at your hands. where 
then shall you concesd yourselves from the wrath of God ? Then 
shall ye cry, ye mountains fall upon us, and ye hills cover us. 
(Bev, 16.^ then you will know what kind of calling ye bad ; 
what kina of life you led, that ye served no other God than your 
belly, the devil, and your selfish evil flesh, (Phil. 3 ; Jer. 14, 27, 
29 ; Essek. 34,) that you ran unsent and came uncalled, that you 
■ought nothing but the milk, wool and flesh of the sheep, (Matt. 
15) and that one blind man has led another, till both have fallen 
into the abyss of the eternal wrath of Almighty God — into the 
torments of hell. (Luke 6.) 

precious souls I waken up and fear God, for the hour draws 
near that this your momentary laugh will be changed into an 
eternal wail, (James 5^ these short lived joys to eternal pain, 
and this easy carnal life to death and endless wo. Jude says : 
Wo to them ! for they have gone in the way of Cain, and ran 
greedily after the error of Balaam for reward, and perished in 
the gainsaying of Gore. Again, to them is reserved the blackness 
of darkness. (2 Pet. 2 ; Jude 1) 

Behold, beloved sirs, friends and brethren, we openly declare, 
that the sending and calling of your preachers are neither of 
God nor his word, but are from anti-christ, the dragon and the 
beast. (Bev. 13.) That they are not called to preach the word 
of the Lord, by the spirit of God, and the church, but they are 
called and urged by their lusts with the priests of Jeroboam, to 
worship the golden calf. (1 Ohron. 12.) They enter not in by 
the rigntdoor, therefore, we testify from the scriptures that they 
are thieves and robbers. (John 10.] 

Since then, we have been savea out of the mouths of the 
lions and bears of the pit, (Heb. 13 ; 1 Kings 17) and out of the 
snares of concealed thieves and robbers, through the great 
Shepherd of the Sheep — ^the High Priest of our souls, Christ 
Jesus, and are now upon the chosen and fruitful mountain of 
Israel, (Ezek. 34) and the green luxuriant pastures of the holy 
word rtne Lord be eternally thanked) our hungering consciences 
have oeen fed with the food of eternal life, it must ever be a 
condemnable folly to forsake such a true shepherd, and such 
precious pastures, and again enter upon the barren and waste 
neaths, under the false shepherd who do nol\i\Tig ft\a^ VjA* '^^ 
and deprive Ood of bis glory, and ruin and m\iid«t qs^t \<^a^ 
miserable soah. (John 10.) 
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This I have said particularly in relation to the I^fpish 
Priests: Bat what is the calling aad sending of the Lntharans 
and Zuinglians. By what spirit are they moved ? what do they 
seek ? and what frnits of repentance do they show by their doc^ 
trines and sacraments? We willingly leave all the godly to 
jndge. 



OF THE DOCTRINE OF THE 

PREACHERS. 

As I have presented to the reader, the first part in relation to 
the sending and calling of a true preacher, according to the 
word of God, — I will now, through the grace of €k)d, present 
in like manner the second part, relating the doctrine ; for there 
is but little difference between their ciSling and their doctrine 
— as the calling is, even so, most commonly, is the doctrine. 

Where Qod's spirit urges or moves to preach, there will the 
word be genuineljr taught in the power of Qod, and npright 
chiklren of the spirit will thereby be bom. But where flesh and 
blood calls, there will a fleshly doctrine be taught and carnal 
disciples will be made, for that, like produces is like, incontrovert- 
ible. I deem it unnecessary here to prove this with much 
scripture, for actions bear testimony* 

The scriptures show plainly how a rightly called preacher of 
God's word is to genuinely teach that word without perverting 
glosses, — without any mingling of leaven ; as Peter says : If 
any man speak, let him speak as the oracles of God. (1 Peter 
4.) They are the children of the Holy Ghost who speak the 
word of the Spirit, as Christ said : For it is not ye that speak, 
but the Spirit of your Father which speaketh in you. (Matt. 10.) 
For he whom God hath sent speaketn the words of God. (John 
3.) It is the highest and heaviest command enjoined by Christ 
to preach the word salutarily and unblamably. He said : Go 
in all the world and preach the gospel to every creature. (Mark 
160 

The Gospel, the nnmingled words of Gk)d, preached in the 
power of the spirit, is the only right, true seed, out of which 
believers, obedient children of God, are born. 

Therefore may nothing else be preached in Christ's kingdom 
and house — the church, except ner king and husband's own 
commands and words, according to which she and all her ser- 
vants must conform. 

The same command and word (I say) all Christ's true mes- 
aeogera preached, aa he spoke : Preach the go«peZ, (Mark 16) 



OF THE DOCTBINE OF THE FBEACHEBS. 85 

and teach them to observe all things whatsoever I have com- 
manded yon. (Matt. 28.) 

My futhful reader, observe, all the true servants of God, both 
of the Old and New Testament, they taaght nothing bat God's 
word, as may be seen and read in many places in the scriptures. 

Moses is found faithful of God in all his house. He regulated 
and taught nothing which God had not before commanded him. 
(Heb. 3 ; Num. 12.) 

Isaiah, and all the other prophets, testified in many places 
what kind 6f doctrine they taught, and from whom they had re- 
ceived it. They said : Thus saith the Lord your god, who brought 
ybu out of the land of Egypt : Thus spake the Lord of Hosts : 
Again the mouth of the Lord has spoken it. (Isa. 40, 42 ; Jer. 
9, 11; Eaek. 4, 7.) Paul dare not speak of any thing which 
Christ had not wrought through him. (Bom. 15.) Yea, Christ 
himself did not teacn his word,* but the word of his father, 
(John 7,) as he said, my doctrine is not mine, but is of him who 
Bent me : All that I have heard of my Father, that have I de- 
clared unto you. (John 15.) Since then the true messengers of 
God, taught nothing but the Lord's word, which is the on^ doc- 
trine from which our souls can obtain eternal life, as the Lord 
said. (Deut. 6 ; Matt. 4 ; Luke 4.) So it is easily here to mark 
and to judge what kind of teachers the^ are who direct the poor 
nncultivated people to legends, histories and fables ; to holy- 
days, images, tapers and palms ; to confessions, pilgrimages, 
masses and matins ; who teach of purgatory, vigils, times, bulls, 
ofliBrings, and satisfactions for souls and sins, wno also make a 
piece of bread and a drink of wine, to be the essential body and 
blood of Christ. Who teach and say that when they have but 
spoken these words, *'flbc est corpus meum,** {this is my tody) 
the Lord, willing or not willing, must descend into their idola- 
trous hands, even though the Heavens should rend assunder, 
and the earth crumble down 1 blasphemy 1 

dear Lord 1 my heart trembles in my body that I must 
relate and mention such terible abominations. But because the 
simple plain people, who cannot guard themselves against these 
deceivers, are born with blind eyes and the hands and feet of 
their conscience bound, bv these useless men, down to eternal 
death, and the gulf of hell ; so that I cannot remain silent, but 
must disclose this, through undlssembled love to God and your 
souls. Who knows but that God may gvrQ grace that you may 
be prevailed upon to hear, your eyes opened to see, and your 
hearts to understand, — that you may be freed from the snares 
cH the devil, whereby you are taken. (2 Tim. 1.) 

Tes,my dear reader, they have made lords, princes^ ^\!k^^Vi^ 
world drunk by their cup, (Eev. 17,) and tav^ com^\eX^l Xi'^- 

8 
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witched them, so that all who turn from their shame, and wonld 
not pervert the honor of their Savior, by a piece of bread— all 
who shnn false teachers, and desire the salutary administration 
of the Lord's supper, as above said, will be upbraided by all 
men, as profaners of the holy sacrament, and as degraded, cursed 
heretics, they must suffer and take to flight. 

blind leader ! you, who throughout your life have not rightly 
understood one sentence of the Lord's word, nor have received 
one ray from his spirit, but have trodden the kingdom of God 
with your feet, and have thrust it from you with your horns. 
(Ezek. 34.) How truly are you associates of those of whom it 
stands written, that they say : We have made a covenant with 
death, and with hell we are at agreement ; when thq overflow- 
ing scourge shall pass through, it shall not come unto us ; for 
we have lies for our refuge, and under falsehood have we hidden 
ourselves : (Isa. 28) again ; Wo unto them who call evil good, 
and good evil ; that put light for darkness, and darkness for 
light. (Isa. 5.) Wo unto you, for ye shut up the kingdom of 
Heaven unto men, said Christ, (Matt. 23,) and make the poor 
souls to err from the way. Yet again : Wo unto you ! (Deut. 24.) 

However, I am not much astonished that such persons teach 
such shameful doctrine, since they have known neither Christ 
nor his word, but they hold and teach all things as they were 
taught from youth up, out of the old usages, and the papistical 
laws. But that which grieves me most, is, that those also who 
now are aware in part of the hidden whoredom of the Babylonian 
woman, and have put from them some of her abominations, yet 
cling to human sophistry, so that they cannot be moved nor 
taught, either with the powerful word of God, or with the un- 
blamable lives, /the candid professions, or the innocent blood of 
80 many godly saints. Nevertheless, some of you, have, at times, 
to yield to the truth with stopped mouths and subdued hearts, 
but still ye cease not to upraid and defame, with envious tongues 
and slanderous lips, the bright, clear truth of Christ, and the 
pious children of God, before your fleshly, blind churches which 
are of like calling with yourselves. This also vour writers do 
as may be seen and heard every where. Besides, I fear that 
they are not less guilty than the papists in moving the lords, 
princes and ruling powers, by commissions, complaints, ontcries 
and writings, to persecute the Lamb of God, and his chosen, 

iBev. 17) and to uproar, when their deceiving leaven, partica- 
arly the calf worship of their infant baptism, and their 
unfounded supper, is rejected. Let each one behold for himself 
and learn to know them rightly. I know of a truth that they 
are without the spirit, the sending, or the word of Christ ; for I 
am sensible bow malicioua they are for most part against all 
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who are ristitly led — ^who fear the Lord from the heart and 
woald gladly become christians. In their doctrines and deeds 
they seek, not les8 than the papists, for human friendship, honor, 
or jpride, rest, handsome houses, and an easy licentious life. 

my beloved reader, these are not the teachers who lead 
many to righteousness, and who shall shine as the light of 
heaven, and as the stars now and in eternity. (Dan. 12.) For I 
know not where a single congregation shall be found which they 
have led with their doctrines and conduct to repenting lives, 
and to the worship of God. Their great clamor is against the 
pope and his cardinals, bishops, priests and monks. All must 
be upbraided by them, as promners of the sacraments, anabap- 
tists, fanatics, and heretics, who through the word of God, 
reprove their deceiving doctrines, idolatrous sacraments, idle 
lives, and who would gladly see the best of their poor souls. 

Yea, when they can find but one, (though cut off) who was 
he/ore united with the pople of God, but who has now fallen into 
some vice, they judge and sentence cdl the godly by this one; 
" Behold !" say they, " what manner of people they are." They 
seek nothing so much as to find cause of censure ; therefore, 
they look upon Judas, but not upon Peter, Andrew and John. 
But they do not regard what manner of people they are them- 
selves ; and what kind of disciples they have. 

Besides, their coveteous, haughty, proud, drunken, impure 
and impenitent church, preachers and boasts, nothing but pure 
grace, favor, mercy, and love of God. They observe not that 
the whole scriptures testify that such shall not inherit the king- 
dom of God. They strengthen also the hands of the wicked, 
80 that no man repents himself of his wickedness, as the prophet 
lamented. 

O ye useless unprofitable teachers, who think that you bear 
the vessels of the Lord — these my words are to you 1 Why do 
YOU declaim so much of faith and love, whose fruit you so greatly 
hate and dislike. ( Jer. 25.) Have you the sincere and unfeigned 
fear and love of God ? So let them appear and be made mani- 
fest through your words. (James 2.) Bay, beloved preachers I 
Where is your christian humility, your godly, christian zeal, 
pleasure, peace and joy in Christ Jesus ? 

Where is your mercy which you shew ? Where are the naked 
whom you have clothed, the hungry whom you have fed, and the 
needy whom you have entertained ? (Matt. 25.) Where is the lost 
whom you have again sought, the wounded whom you have 
bound up, and the sick whom you have healed ? (Ezek. 34.) 
Where is your unblamable, pious life which is from God ? That 
which you preach, perform and do, is for the mQ^\> ^^x\» \^^ 
hypocrisy. 
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Some of yon approve in some degree, a godly, christian life, 
preach also mnch of Christ, of his merits, spirit, and grace, and 
are yourselves, manifestly tibose who lead a gross, sensual life, 
who crucify Ohrist anew, and grieve his spirit and dispise his 
grace, as may be seen. 

O preachers, preachers 1 how aptly has the Holy Ghost likened 
you to dry wells and empty clouds from which no water can be 
obtained, and to fruitless trees from which no fruit can be taken. 
(2 Pet. 2.) I know not to what you maybe more suitably com* 
pared, than to a woman who lives in all manner of shame and 
wantonness, and yet talks much about modesty, decencv and 
virtue ; should not her words be regarded as mockery ? Might 
it not be said, why do you talk of modesty and chastity, since 
you, yourself are full of all manner of immodesty and shame. 

We are well aware that you have in part demolished the little 
gods of Babylon, such as the Roman indulgences, the invocations 
of departed saints, unclean purification, abstaining from meats, 
and the like idolatry and other superstitions but the horrible 
blasphemy and abominations are still retained ; such as accursed 
unbelief, the headstrong obstinacy, the earthly mind, the unscrip- 
tural infant baptism, the idolatrous supper, and the impenitent 
old life which is of the flesh. 

Therefore, we testify with the truth and declare that von are 
not ambassadors of God nor teachers of Christ. For it is plain 
that you reject the word and ordinances of the Lord, and run of 
yourselves, (Jer. 8, 23 ; John 10 ; Ezek. 34,) and have pastured 
yourselves under the name and appearance of the evangelical 
shepherds of the Lord, and have led to destruction so many 
hundred thousand souls, through your wanton doctrine, idolatrous 
sacraments and carnal lives. 

But the teachers who are sent of God, and who have been 
rightly called, teach God's word genuinely, they abide in its holy 
ordinances, live f after their weakness) unblamably, for they are 
bom of God, ana are taught and moved by his holy spirit, they 
seek neither gold, nor possessions, neither an easy life nor 
earthly applause — they wait upon their enjoined duties with all 
earnestness — ^they fear God from the heart, seek their neigh- 
bour with fidelity; they are armed with the weapons of righteods- 
ness, on the right hand and on the left. (Acts 3 ; 1 Thes. 
2 ; Gal. 1.) They deal without respect to persons. (2 Cor. 6.) 
The powerful, sharp sword of the divine word cuts out of their 
mouth (Luke 12) ; it is a shining lantern in their hands ; they 
are taught in righteousness, are full of all spiritual wisdom ; 
(Jer. 15) they divide the good from the evil ; tne holy from the 
nj)ho]j, aud the clean from the unclean. In short, they shine in 
doctrine and condact, even as from the beguming till the present 
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time, it has been written and remarked of all true prophets, 
apostles and servants of God. (Matt. 5) 

dear Lord, how lovely are those pastors and teachers who 
seek nothing else but to extend the kingdom of God ; who preach ' 
rightly the word of repentance and grace, that they may win 
many soals ; and for this end, they expose their name, repu- 
tation, houses, property, persons and Myq^, 

These are they, who, with Christ, the chief shepherd, gather 
together and feed his lambs; but the others are those who 
scatter and destroy them. They are prophets, — but not of God — 
they preach, but not out of the Lord's mouth. They strengthen . 
the hands of the ungodly. They destroy the souls who should 
have eternal life, and encourage those who must forever die ; 
and this they do for handfuls of barley and pieces of bread. 
(Jer. 23 ; Ezek. 13.) They preach io the people peace when 
there is no peace. Therefore, shall they stand in shame, who 
follow such abominations, though they yet are not ashanled and 
yet forbear to blush. (Jer. 8.) 

Behold, dear reader, since they so shamefully deprive Christ 
of his honor and gain, and scatter his sheep, (John 10,) and, 
with the sword of their deceiving doctrines, destroy the poor 
souls who are so greatly loved by the Lord — whom he so ear- 
nestly seeks for, and whom he so dearly purchased. And since 
they so enviously war against the word and ordinances of the 
Lord, we say and teach with Christ : Let them alone, they be 
blind, leaders of the blind. (Matt. 15.) Guard yourselves 
against such false prophets; for though they come in the 
appearance of sheep, they are nevertheless, inwardly ravening 
wolves. They are the strangers whose voice Christ's sheep 
know not. (Matt. 7 ; John 10.) They are those of whom Paul 
warns us and says : Now I beseech you« brethren, mark them 
which cause divisions and offences, contrary to the doctrine 
which you have learned, and avoid them ; for they are such as 
serve not our Lord Jesus Christ, but their own belly and by 

f;ood words and fair speeches, deceive the heart of the simple. 
Bom. 16.) 

Affain : John sa;^s, whoever transgresseth and abideth not in 
the doctrine of Christ, hath not God. If there come any unto 
yon, and bring not this doctrine, receive him not into your house, 
neither bid him God speed : For he that biddeth him God speed, 
is partaker of his evil deeds. (2 John 1.) 

The word of God abundantly warns us that, we leave such 
and beware of them. Shun their voice and retreat from them, 
and that we should not take them into our houses, (as has beexL 
said.) If we are Christ's sheep and the chMieii ol \Xi^'SL0c3 
Spirit; so mast we even hear ChrisVs voice, atiA IcJ^wi ^\«t 

8* 
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and obey the monitions of the Holy Ghost. Reflect how sincerely 
holy Paul admonished the Philippians, that they shonld guard 
themselves from the evil doer and the concision. He tanght the 
trae servants of God that they shonld shnn those^ who failed no 
farther (as it appears) than only, that they oat of zeal without 
knowledge, held fast to circumcisiouj which they had received 
from their fathers, and would not admit that it should be abolished 
through Christ. How much more earnestly it becomes us to 
beware of them, who have deceived the whole world, who upbraid 
and persecute the godly and fight against truth; of alt false 
teachers and bliasphemers of God, who urge, set up, and permit 
idolatrous and abominable doctrine, 
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As ypu have just heard the ground of the caUina and doc- 
trines of the preachers, we will proceed, and through the grace 
of God point out by the scriptures how the true apostles, 
bishops, teachers and pastors, in the church of Christ, should 
conduct themselves in their deportnient and lives ; for it is not 
enough that a man appears to speak much of the word of the 
Lord, but what he says must also be maintained by a devout 
and unblamable conduct, as the scriptures teach. 

Thus says Paul : But I keep under my body, and bring it into 
subjection ; lest that by any means, when I have preached to 
others, I myself should be a cast-away. (I Cor. 9.^ If it becomes 
the hearers and disciples to lead an unblamable ufe, how much 
more does it become teachers, because they rule the hearers 
and are their overseers. (Eph. 3 ; Phil. 2.) As Paul savs : 
Remember them who have the rule over you, who have spoken 
unto you the word of God, whose faith follow, considering the 
end of their conversation. [Heb. 1 3.) 

He also admonishes Timothy thereto, and says : Let no man 
despise thy youth, but be thou an example of the believers, in 
word, in conversation, in charity, in spirit, in faith, in purity. (1 
Tim 4.) But in all things shewing thyself a pattern of good works; 
in doctrine, shewing uncorruptness, gravity, sincerity, &c. (Tit. 
2.] For it is undoubtedly proper, if any one teaches and renioves 
otners, that he first himself be rightly taught and unblamable, as 
Paul teaches : If a man desire the office of a bishop he desireth 
a good work. A bishop then must be blameless, the husband 
of one wife, vigilant, sober, of good behavior, given to hos- 
pitality, apt to teach ; not given to wine, not greedy of filthy lucre ; 
oat patient, not a brawler, not covetous ; one VJmA. im\^\.Vv -well 
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his own house, having his children in subjection with all gravity : 
for if a man know not how to rule his own house, how shall he 
take care of the church of God ? Not a novice, lest being lifted 
up with pride, he fall into the condemnation of the devil. More- 
over, he must have a good report of them who are without ; 
lest he fall into reproach and the snare of the devil, he must be 
sober, just, holy, temperate ; holding fast the faithful word, as he 
has been taught, that he may be able by sound doctrine, both 
to exhort and to convince the gainsayers ; even so must their 
wives be grave, not slanderers, sober, faithful in all things, {i 
Tim. 3 ; m 1.) 

Behold dear reader, it is requisite that every preacher and 
teacher, who would rightly govern and rule in the church of God 
be thus qualified; for if any one were to reprove and teach 
others, and is himself not blameless and is ignorant ; he will 
justly have to hear : Why do you teach others and teach not 
yourself first I Thou teacnest a man should not steal, and thou 
dost steal. Thou sayest a man should not commit adultery, and 
thou dost. Thou abhorrest idols, yet thou committest sacrilege. 
Thou boastest of tl^e law of God ; and dishonorest God by break- 
ing the law I (Rom. 2.) 

All those thus called, who are in doctrine sound, and unblama- . 
ble in life, may teach, exhort, reprove, root up, and build up in 
the name of the Lord ; their labors will not be fruitless, as may 
be seen, in the case of Moses, Samuel, Elias, Elisha, Isaiah, 
Jeremiah, Peter Paul, John, and with all the true prophets, 
apostles and servants of God, who preached the word unblama- 
bly in the power of the spirit. 

Their doctrine cuts like a sharp edged sword, for it has power, 
it is fruitful, has spirit and energy, as the prophet says : For as 
the rain cometh down, and the snow from heaven, and returneth 
not thither, but watereth the earth, and maketh it bring forth 
and bud, that it may give seed to the sower, and bread to the 
eater, so shall my word be, that goeth out of my mouth : it 
shall not return unto me void, but it shall accomplish that 
which I please, and it shall prosper in the thing where I sent 
it (Isa. 65.) 

Yea, all those who enter the vineyard of the Lord being so 
sent, called, with such a spirit, with such a doctrine and life, as 
said ; are the shepherds of whom it is written : And I will 
give you pastors according to mine heart, which shall feed you 
with knowledge and understanding. (Jer. 3.) 

They are the teachers who turn many to righteousness ; and 
they shall shine as the brightness of the firmameiil, ^^ \Js\a ^\ax^ 
forever. (Dan. 12.) 

Thejrare the apiritnal streams, and the mexB o^ v\v^^^t^^\^^ 
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of Christ, which issue from the fountains of the paradise of God, 
to irrigate and fertilize the whole country. (Gen. 2.) 

They are the spiritual posts and pillars in the court of the 
tabernacle with hangings of fine twined white silk. (Ex. 27.) 

They are three score valiant men, of the valiant of Israel, 
who are around Solomon's bed ; they all hold swords ; being 
expert in war : every man with his sword upon his thigh, because 
of fear in the night. (Cant. 3.) 

They are the seven horns or trumpets, of the golden years, 
before whose sounds, (their teaching and preaching,) the walls 
of Jericho fall, that is, all false doctrine, all powers and domin- 
ions raised up against the true Joshua, Jesus Christ, and his 
people, are brought low. (Josh. 6.) 

Tney are the beautiful messengers of peace, who preach the 
gospel of peace, mercy and grace, and bring ^lad tidings of good 
things, to us, poor, miserable, troubled sinners. (Isaiah. 52 ; 
Bom. 10.) 

They are seven mighty mountains, whereupon grow roses and 
lilies, whose sweet scent refreshes with joy all who fear the 
Lord. (2 Ez. 2.) 

They are the splendid crown of twelve stars of the woman 
big, and in travail. (Rev. 12.) 

Thev are the walls of the new and heavenly Jerusalem, based 
upon the twelve foundations, that is upon the ground and doctrine 
of the twelve apostle. (Rev. 2.) 

See, worthy reader, with such and similar glorious images 
and parables, are all the pious pastors and teachers honored in 
the scriptures, whom the Holy Ghost has ordained as bishops 
and overseers in his church, congregation and house. 

These mav say with holy Paul: Follow us as we are the fol- 
lowers of Christ for our exhortation was not of deceit, nor of 
nncleanness, nor in guile, but as we were allowed of God to be 
put in trust with the gospel, even so we speak ; not as pleasing 
men, but God, who trietn our hearts ; for neither at any time, 
used we flattering words, as you know, nor a cloak of covetous- 
ness ; God is witness. Nor of men sought we glory. (Thess. 2.) 

I repeat it : These are they who gather with Christ what has 
been scattered, bind up the wounded, and heal the sick, (Ezek. 
34,) for they are influenced by the spirit of the Lord and urged 
by unfeigned love. (Luke 11.) They are vigilant, and are assidu- 
ous in the discharge of entrusted duties. They fight daily 
with the weapon of obedience, f Jer. 1.) They tear down and 
break and destroy all that whicn is against the word of God, 
not by external power, with sword and spear, but by the preach- 
mg of the holy word, in power and spirit — with the word of the 
I^rd They till, sow, water and plant, (Oot. Z \ John 4.^ They 
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cnt down what is ripe. They gather their grain and sheaves, 
and carry them into the Lord's barn, and their froits will abide 
onto eternal life. (John 15.) 

Since the scriptures require such teachers, as said, it is then 
Indispensable, that we weigh the conduct of your preachers in 
the balance, and determine their actions before your eyes, bv 
the plummet of the divine word, that you m&j discover how much 
they^are wanting of the pattern of the true bishops, preachers and 

gastors, spoken of by taul to Timothy and Titus, in all their 
ves and actions; and that they are the very reverse, who, 
without spirit, word, work or truth, but in semblance only, are 
BO called of the world. 

It is manifest, beloved reader, that they changed the meek 
office of a true bishop, preacher and pastor, which is an office 
of christian service, and if rightly attended to, is an office full of 
trouble, care, reproach, cftisery, tribulation, cross and affliction, 
into ungodly gorgeousness and princely glory, so that they are 
greatly respected and feared, of those whose names are not 
written in heaven, because they appear in such splendid robes 
and are dressed in such shiniug garbs, (Rev. 13, 17,) and are 
called by pompous names, and use in their services, ointments, 
palms, caps, togas, unclean purifications, and have cloisters, 
chapels, bells, organs, music, masses, ofiferings, &c, of which 
there is not a word to be found in scriptures. By their splendid 
trappings, we know and see the covered, slily, croaching wolf, 
the earthlj, sensual mind, the antichristian seductions and bloody 
abominations ; for they seek nothing but the the favour of men, 
honor, splendor, venery, idleness, self, gold, silver, gluttony, &c., 
and suffer themselves to be called spiritual doctors, teachers, 
lords, abbojbs, guardians, fathers and priors. 

Alas! how vastly they do differ from the prophets and 
apostles in their office, services, examples, usages, lives, and 
in all they did — ^who entered the vineyard of the Lord without 
purse, without money, or much clothing, (Matt. 10 ; Luke 10,) 
who were made a spectacle to the whole world ; and for Christ's 
sake were killed all the day long, and accounted as sheep for 
the slaughter : (1 Cor. 4 ; Kom. 8,) as may be seen from the 
Bcriptures. 

But these have their chests and coffers full, they are waxed 
rich through the abundance of the Babylonian sorcery.) Rev. 
18.) In all things they are blamable, violating female chastity, 
which is carried on to such an unblushing degree, that it cannot 
be expressed; they are full of inordinate desires, unchaste, 
unmerciful, malicious, scorners, unfriendly, unrighteous, liars, 
drunkards. All their tables are ftiU of vomit «Ai^ ^MjKOiseak, 
as Isaiah^ the prophet b&jb, (Isa. 28.) Theit YieotVA «t^ ^s5\ ^S. 
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avarice, and malicious towards those who will not contribute to 
their support. They even prepare war against them, as Micah 
teaches. They are full of adultery. (Mich. 3 ; 2 Pet. 2.) They 
ut with harlots in their houses. They beget children illegiti- 
mately. They are unbelie^^ers, thev are refractory; proud, 
ambitious. Obey not the word of the Lord ; are bound with 
tiiie cords of the devil, and there are many who have not known 
the truth, (2 Tim. 2.) they are a scandal and disgrace to the 
world. Their dreadM, abominable fruits make this manifest 
to all. They fight against Christ and his word. They hate all 
the pious. They speak reproachfully of all those who seek, 
love and fear the Lord with all their hearts. In short, it is not 
possible to relate all their abominable crimes, their lewdness, 
their ungodly deeds, their private and public vices, infamy and 
abominations. 

dear Lord 1 how much more ar^ they the reverse of the 
upright and true bishops, overseers and pastors, although thev 
boast that they can bring Christ from heaven, reconcile God, 
forgive sins, and that they are the true pillars, the heads and 
eyes of the church. 

And although I have written this especially of the Boman 
priests, the reader should know, that I cannot acquit those in 
any wise, who boast of the word, if they seek, in the common 
walks of their lives, unlawful gain, and practise idolatry with 
infant baptism and the Lord's supper, and hate the pious, 
oppress, backbite and slander them, and differ little from the 
church of Bome, except in a few idolatrous abuses of the bread, 
which are not found with them. 

Therefore, I fear all, who preach for money, and flatter 
the world, are the spiritual sorcerers of Egypt, (Ex. 7, 8; 
2 Tim. 3) priests of the groves, (1 Ghron. 12) servants of Baal, 
and prophets of Jezabel, (1 Chron. 18) destroyers of the Lord's 
vineyard, (Jer. 12) defilers of the land, (Jer. 23) blind watch- 
men and dumb dogs, (Isa. 56) spoilers of the good pastures, 
they trouble the waters and make foul the rivers, (Ezek. 34) 
devourers of souls, (Ezek. 22) false prophets and raveninff 
wolves, (Matt. 7) devourers of widows' houses, (Matt. 23) 
thieves and murderers, (John 10) enemies of the cross of 
Christ, whose end is destruction, wnose God is their belly, and 
whose glory is in their shame, who mind earthly tilings, 
(Phil. 3) false teachers, founders of sects, cursed children, 
wandering stars, withered trees, without fruit, twice dead, 
plucked up by the roots; foaming out their own shame, to 
whom is reserved the blackness of darkness forever, (2 Pet. 2 ; 
Jude 1) anti-christs, ^1 John 2) locusts that rose from the bot- 
tomlesa pit, came to nurt those who have not the seal of Qod 
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in their foreheads, (Rev. 9.) In short, if they will not repent, 
they are already condemned according to the scriptures, 
(Matt. 15, 23 ; Luke 11 ; Phil. 3 ; 2 Tim. 3 ; Tit. 3 ; 2 Pet. 2 ; 
Jude 1 ; Rev. 21, 22.) 

Not that I would judge any one, my good reader, I well know 
that it is written : Judge not that ye be not judged ; condemn 
not and ye shall not be condemned ; (Luke 6) but they are 
judged of him, who say : The word that I have spoken, the same 
shafi judge him in the last day. (John 12.) 

Who do such and the like things, says Paul, shall not inherit 
the kingdom of God, (Rom. 1 ; 1 Cor. 6 ; Gal. 5 ; Eph. 5.) But 
if any one do the works whereof Paul speaks, he is not judged 
of me, nor of any other man, but by the word of the Lord. 
We do therefore entreat you to measure the conduct of your 
preachers with the scriptures, and you will find, by whom they 
are judged. 

miserable preachers, whose blindness we may well lament ; 
how much better would it be for you never to have been born. 
For if you have finished your short, perishable, voluptuous and 
idle life ; and have not repented, as above stated, your portion 
will be God's eternal wrath, punishment and judgment in the 
torments, the pains and burnings of hell ; woe and death shall 
be your end, as the scriptures threaten, (Matt. 15, 23 ; Luke 11 ; 
2 Tim. 3 ; Phil. 3 ; Tit. 3.) 

The reason is, because you reject Christ, and despise his 
word, which is everlasting food for the soul, upon which we 
must eternally subsist. (2 Pet. 2 ; 2 John 1 ; Jude 1 ; Rev. 21, 
22.) And despise his word because it reproves your vain and 
frivolous conduct, showing that you are indeed sensual ; of the 
world, and of the devil, as is evident ; and that you so miserably 
deceive poor souls ; and so cruelly hate, belie, reproach and 
betray an those who sincerely seek their souls' salvation ; take 
their propertv, deprive them of honor, and life, who in great 
love admonish, by the word of God, your deceiving teachers, 
and reprove their ungodly deeds with all discretion. (Deut. 8 ; 
Malt. 4 ; Luke 4.) 

O Balaam. Balaam, how long will you so unmercifully kick 
and cuff the poor ass which has to suffer all the opprobium, 
scorn and disgrace, for the sake of his master's testimony ? 
And never kindly listen how he answers you in a human voice, 
and reproves your great folly and error? That he is driven 
by an angel with a naked sword, namely, by the spirit and word 
01 the Lord; that he can longer carry (endure) you in your 
ungodly deeds. (Lev. 22.) 

Well now ! seed of Cain, Korah and Balaam, ^xe^^t^ ^ort 
defence; lie, cheat, censure, blaspheme, hate, too\i xx^, ^^a^^«»^ 
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and mnrder as mach as in yoa lies; allege all the conncils, 
autbors, and learned teachers who have been for centuries; 
appeal to all the lords and princes, emperors, kings and the 
mighty of the earth. (Jer. 51.) Use all the power, art and 
canning that you can command, it avails you nothing: the 
Lamb will conquer and gain the victory, the people of God will 
triumph, not with tangible weapons, but in patience with the 
spirit and word of God. Jerusalem and the temple must be 
built up, although the Azotes and Sanabalats may attempt to 
hinder it, not with inanimate stores, which are now tread upon 
in every street with vour unclean feet, (Rev. 17; 1 Ex. 2: 
1 Pet. 2 ; Tim. 1 ; Neh. 4) and although all the gates of hell 
may resist, Babel must be destroyed and laid waste. The ten 
kings wiU and must perform their services. (Rev. 17.) You 
will gnaw your tongues for pain, bitterly cry and weep on ac- 
count of the torments of Babel, and say : Alas ! alas ! that 
great city, that was clothed in fine linen, and purple, and 
scarlet, and decked with gold, and precious stones, and pearb 1 
For in one hour so great riches is come to nought ; for her sins 
rose up to heaven, and the Lord remembered her wickedness. 
(Rev. 18.) 

The gospel will and must be heard ; lies must be exposed, 
and your blind folly made known to all men. (Matt. 14; 2 
Tim. 3,) 

And although 1 and my brethren may be called off by death 
before this takes place, yet it will undoubtedly happen at the 
appointed time, which the Hol^ Ghost so plainly foretold and 
taught through the worthy disciple, John. 

stiflfnecked, evil generation, how long will you resist the 
Holy Ghost ? How long will you revile the truth, and prefer 
lies ? How long will you be guiltjtof innocent blood ? Reform 
your wicked lives, fear God with all your hearts, treat us accord- 
ing to the word of God, so that the gospel may be rightly 
preached, and be maintained by a pious and blameless Hfe. 
Alas ! were you to do so, no innocent blood would be shed, and 
the truth would be made known. ^ 

But we are afraid it will be as the prophet said : The wicked 
shall do wickedly, and none of the wicked shall understand ; but 
the wise shall understand. (Dan. 12.) For it is the custom of 
all the sects, who are out of Christ and his word, to defend their 
foundations, faith and actions with the sword. The Romans, the 
Arians, the Gircumcellions, the Lutherans, the Zuinglians, and 
the Munsterites, are our witnesses ; but Christ's people suffer 
and forbear. 

Is it not a grievous error, that these poor people want to be 

Christians, and be gvultv of such abominable things, as exter- 

minating, robbing, apprenendiDg, burning, mui^omt^, ^^^.^lUidQr 
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pretence, as if the kingdom of Christ, the glory of the Lord, the 
word and trnth of God, were to be defended and maintained with 
such horrible disgrace ? 

Alas, no 1 yon miserable men, no I All who are moved by 
the spirit of Christ know of no sword bnt the word of the 
Lord ; their weapons are powerful prayer, a long-suffering and 
patient heart, strong, unfeigned faith, living hope, and an un- 
blamable life, (Ezra. 13 ; Eph. 6 ; Heb. 4,) whereby the gospel 
of the kingdom, the word of peace, is to be promulgated, and 
to be defended against the gated of hell. 

Beloved reader, see, if you have the fear of God, then learn 
rightly to know your bishops, prophets, pastors and teachers, 
and remember what is written : Come out from among them, 
and be ye separate, saith the Lord, and touch not the unclean 
thing ; and I will receive you, and I will be a Father unto you, 
and ye shall be my sons and daughters, saith the Lord God 
Almighty. (2 Cor. 6.) And again : Come out of her, my people, 
that ye be not partakers of her sins, and that ye receive not ner 
plagues. (Rev 18.) Beflect that the mouth of the Lord* said : 
Beware of folse prophets, which come to you in sheep's cloth- 
ing, but inwardly they are ravening wolves : ye shall know them 
by their fruits. Do men gather grapes of thorns, or figs of 
thistles? (Matt 7,) They are the salt which has lost its savor, 
and is henceforth good for nothing, but to be cast out and to be 
trodden under foot of men, as the Lord says. (Matt. 5.) 

Li shorty they are those of whom Paul warned and said : This 
know also, that in the last days perilous times shall come ; for 
there shall be men, lovers of their ownselves, covetous, boasters, 
proud, blasphemers, disobedient to parents, unthankful, unholy, 
without natural alBfection, truce-breakers, false accusers, incon- 
tinent, fierce, despisers of those that are good, traitofs, heady, 
Sh-minded, lovers of pleasure more than lovers of God 4 having 
)rm of godUness, but denying the power thereof; from such 
turn away. (2 Tim. 3.) 

Again, thus you see that your preachers are such persons as 
described, and that the scriptures abundantly admomsh and com- 
mand that we shall forsake them, fear them, avoid and flee from 
them, &c.(Matt 7 ; 1 Thes. 5 ; John 10.) And this is the reason 
why we opnenly teach not to hear their seducing doctrines, not 
to use their sacraments, and to have nothing to do with their 
&l8e worship. 

Bather say : What godliness can Israel bring from Assyria, 
Ej^^t, from Babylon. 

How can the true service be found with the priests of Baal ? 
How can you be taught in divine things to iv^W&wxsvi^'^"^, ^'l 
those who are ignorant thereof them&eWe^^ 

9 
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How can yon learn Christ from anti-christ ; and tlie word of 
God from false prophets ? 

How can yon be blessed by the cnrsed, and be rightly led by 
the blind ? 

How will yon draw water from dry fountains, and gather fmit 
from withered trees ? (2 Fet. 2.) 

How can yon be partakers of the Lord's table and of the table 
of devils ? 

How can yon drink both of the Lord's cup and the devil's 
cnp, and be in the commanion of Christ ai^ of anti-christ ? 

Yon cannot serve two masters who are opposed to each other ; 
you must love the one and hate the other, or else yon will hold 
to the one and despise the other. (Matt. 6) Yon must be for 
Christ or against him, you will gather with him, or destroy in 
opposition to him. 

» Since we, by the grace of God, so plainly see how your 
preachers are sent, see their doctrine and lives, how they go 
without being called, falsify the word of God, lead a wanton, 
sensual life, deceive the poor people ; and we being so abun- 
dantly admonished by the scriptures, that we should forsake, 
avoid and flee such preachers, because they are so diametrically 
opposed to Christ and his word, and we desire to be obedient to 
the voice of our shepherd in this matter as it becomes all the 
pious of Christ, (John 10,) for the kingdom is promised to the 
obedient, as the scriptures say : Not ev3ry one that saith. Lord, 
Lord, shall enter into the kingdom of heaven ; but they that 
doth the will of my Father, f Matt. 7,) 

And we also, agreeably to tne contents of God's word, departed 
from their doctrine, sacraments and service, and this we testify 
both by word and deed, with possessions and blood before lords 
and princes, in cities and in the country, before you, and the 
world as an admonition, doctrine and instruction, so that you 
^U, both teachers and hearers, might awaken, to reflect on the 
truth, repent and come out from the kingdom and fellowship of 
anti-christ, and enter the kingdom and communion of Christ; 
and thus extricate your poor souls from the snares of unbelief, 
that you may be rescued, preserved and eternally saved. 

For we will sooner endure, in our mortal bodies, miserv, 
poverty, tribulation, hunger, thirst, heat, cold, bonds and death, 
and adhere to the Lord's word, than lead secure easy lives with 
the world, and for the sake of a short and temporal life, ruin 
our souls. 

We think with holy Peter, (Acts 15, 6,) that we should rather 
obey God than man ; and with virtuous Susan, it is better to fall 
JDto the hands of man, than into the hands of G^d. (Dan. 13.) 
AM who fear the Lord may read and indge. 
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COUNTER ARGUMENTS 

OP BABYLO:^^ AND OP ITS BUILDERS, WITH 

THEIR REPLICATIONS. 

Beloved reader, although we have clearly shown yon the 
difference between trae and false preachers, and why we will not 
hear them, we do, therefore, hope that the god-baring, who 
acknowledge the word of the Lord to be trne, might fully com- 
prehend this QROCXD AND TRUTH ; still we find some among those 
preachers, who partly know that their cause cannot stand the 
test of the scripture. 

Nevertheless, not being bom of God, neither fearing him and 
seeking unlawful gain, the world and ease, they have wrested a 
variety of scripture passages, by which they persuade the simple, 
those who dread the cross of Christ, that it is lawful to hear 
their doctrine and attend upon their church services, and this 
they do in order to live at ease and enjoy good times. 

In the first place, they say, that Christ said : The Scribes and 
Pharisees sit in Moses' seat : all, therefore, whatsoever they bid 
yon observe, that observe and do ; but do not ye after their 
works, (Matt 23.) From which they conclude, that, as the 
Scribes and Pharisees were sitting in the seat of Moses, and 
mingling leaven with the unleavened lump, of which Christ 
warned his disciples, because Christ said : all therefore whatso- 
ever they bid you observe, that observe and do, they also now sit 
in Christ's seat, although they are in their doctrine and lives not 
upright and &ee from guilt ; that therefore we are to hear them, 
go far as they preach the word of God, but not to do after their 
works. (Matt. 16; Mark 8; Luke 12.) 

To which we reply, first, and ask them whether they and the 
Pharisees are one or not ? If they answer yes ! they must then 
be ;their own judges, and decide that they are of those who cru- 
cified Christ, stoned Stephen, beat the apostles, persecuted the 
saints, and they are of those who are threatened with eternal 
woe, (Matt. 28; Mark 15; Luke 23; John 19; Acts 5,7; Matt 
2, 3,) they may well then be afraid and fear the Lord and his 
judgments. If they answer, no I then they can prove nothing 
with this passage. 

Secondly, we reply : If they adduce this passage, quasi argu- 
mentum assimili^ i. e. as it were an argument of similitude, and 
remark that to sit in Moses' seat, is to rightly preach and attend 
to Moses' law with its ceremonies. This did tViQ ^CiT!^^^ ^tA 
Pharisees, thej )eit the law and ceremonies eu^ix^ «sii^ ^XXft't^^ 
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nothing therein, although they practised some superstition with 
it, as may be s.een from Matt. 15, 23. For had they altered the 
law and ceremony, they would not have been sitting in Moses' 
seat. 

But even as the Scribes and Pharisees did sit in Moses* seat» 
these will then also have to show that they sit in Christ's seat, 
that is, they must prove that they preach Christ's gospel, bap- 
tism, supper, separation ;< preach and practice all things correctly, 
or the argumentwm assimiU cannot stand. If this is the case, 
we may tnen ask counsel of the scriptures ; why they suffer the 
traditions of men to be added thereto ? and why retain them ? 
But we well know that the scriptures are silent on this subject. 

Thirdly, we reply : So long as the Scribes and Pharisees were 
sitting in Moses' seat, and practised the ceremonies and taught 
the law which pointed to Christ, as before related ; so long did 
Christ direct his disciples and the people, at that time, to them ; 
for the law was not fully accomplished ; the perfect sacrifice, 
which was to abolish all typical sacrifices, was not yet offered; 
the veil of the temple was not yet rent, the figures and shadows 
were not yet changed into the new and abiding reality. But 
after it was all accomplished according to the scriptures, and all 
things made new in Christ, (John 19 ; 2 Cor. 5,) he did not then 
send out the Scribes and Pharisees, with Moses' law, but sent 
out his disciples with his own doctrine ; and said : Go into all 
the world and preach the gospel to every creature, fMark 16,) 
and teach them to observe all things I command you. (Matt 28.) 

Since then all things are new in and through Christ ; and as 
the people of Moses were directed to his preachers, by Christ 
before his death, to those who sat in Moses' seat ana rightly 
taught the law, practised the ceremonies ; in like manner, now, 
in tne new Testament, are we, after the death of Christ, directed 
to those preachers who sit in Christ's seat, teaching his words 
unblamably, and using his sacraments as the scriptures teach. 
(1 Tim. 1.) 

But the scriptures abundantly warn us of those who adulterate 
Christ's doctrine, misuse his sacraments, seduce the people, lead 
dissolute and wanton lives ; such we are to flee, avoid and aban- 
don, not to admit them into our houses, for they sit in anti-christ's, 
not in Christ's seat, as said, (Matt. 7 ; John 10 ; Bom. 16 ; 2 
l^m. 6 ; 2 John 1.) 

Secondly ; they adduce what Paul says : Quench not the 
spirit; despise not prophecying; prove all things; hold fieist 
that which is good. (1 Thes. 5.) 

I answer, Paul himself explains, according to our opinion, of 

what spirit and prophesy he thus spake in. (1 Cor. 4.) For if it 

were ine opinioD oti^e apostle that ive should repair to hoaseB 
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where this open seduction and idolatry are carried on, and there 
try their spirit and prove their doctrines, Paul would then have 
contradicted himself, when he says, that we shall separate and 
flee from them ; for we know of a certaintythat they do corrupt 
the word and sacraments of the Lord, and seek nothing but a 
good living, and are without the spirit and doctrine of Christ. 

O no ; Paul did not write this of such preachers as the Scribes 
and Pharisees were, neither of the idolatrous priests of Egypt 
and Babylon ; but he said this touching the prophets, pastors 
and teachers in the Church of Christ, that we are not to quench 
their spirit, but prove their doctrine, and hold fast to that which 
is good. And ii they taught any thing not in accordance with 
the scriptures and the true faith, to avoid it. (Rom. 4.) \If any 
man prophesy, let him prophesy according to the proportion of 
faith, (Rom. 12,) and this is to what John exhorts his disciples : 
Beloved, believe not every spirit, but try the spirits, whether 
they are of God. (1 John 4.) And this passage : Avoid the ap- 
pearance of all manner of evil, may be understood as not properly 
referring to what is just mentioned. 

My good reader, we have proved your preachers so well, both 
as to their spirit and doctrine, that we may with a clear con- 
science say, tnat they are not of God and his word, but of the 
bottomless pit, of the dragon and of the beast. (Rev. 9.) Say, 
dear reader, how shall we acknowledge those as teachers who 
430 wantonly fight against the word of God ? What fellowship 
has light with darkness? What communion has Christ with 
Belial? (1 Cor. 6.) The greater part of what they teach is 
delusion and hypocrisy. My reader, do not pervert these words, 
for what I write is the truth, and I can prove it to the whole 
world, from their doctrines, lives and sacraments. 

. Thirdly, they ask : Why will we not hear them ; for the wise 
men of the East gave heed to what Herod said ? 

Answer, To adduce this passage seems to me to be so puerile, 
that it is by no means worthy of reply. For Herod did nothing 
else than by the instruction of the scribes, point out to the wise 
men the town in which the king of the Jews was to be born, and 
he did it with a blood-thirsty heart, as the following act shows : 
He sent them to Bethlehem and said : Go and search diligently 
for the young child, and when you have found him, bring me 
word again, that I may come and worship him also. 

Herod was afraid when he heard that the Jews had a king 
born, lest he might lose his glory and kingdom ; he therefore 
spoke, out of pure hypocrisy and slyness, with the wise men, in, 
order that he might destroy the child, for he was desirous of his 
death. But when he saw that he failed in Taia \i^^ocm^ ,>aa^^A 
Yerjmncb enraged, and showed his fierce, \,^aamG«^,^«i%'^Sc5 
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disposition ; he sent forth and slew all the childven that were in 
Bethlehem, and in all the coasts thereof, from two years old and 
under ; as may be seen from Matt. 2. 

O my godd reader, how justly they do appeal to this hypo- 
critical, lying, ambitious and tyrannic Herod ; for the greater 
part of them are of the same spirit and disposition. They are 
80 much pained that Christ is born again through his word. 
They are like hypocritical Herod ; they lie and say, that they 
are sincere ; but they fear their unlawful gain, their rich and 
lazy life, lest Christ should rule, as Herod feared, lest he shonld 
lose his kingdom. And they are ready to destroy the pious, as 
Herod was determined upon the blood of Christ as you have 
heard. 

Since then they are such manifest, hypocritical liars, and so 
Earthly-minded, some of whom also are lurking for blood, as 
may be seen openly in such places ; and in this respect we will 
take the wise men as an example ; who being priyately exhorted 
from heayen not to return to Herod again, (Matt. 2,) and by the 

frace of God take sure heed to the Lord's inspir&ting counsel, 
octrine and exhortation, and turn to those who recommend 
Christ to us in power, and according to the spirit, rightly teach 
and exhibit the truth. 

Fourthly, some of them say : Although the deyil should preach 
the word of Gk)d, why should we not hear him ? 

In the first place I reply to these vain, slanderous calumni- 
ators, that it would be weU for them to learn to rightly distin- 
guish between the spirit and disposition of the deyil, and the 
spirit and nature of Christ, before they would utter such unsea- 
sonable, blasphemous words before the poor people. 

The deyil was a liar from the beginning, and will undoubtedly 
always be. (John 8.) Since then he is a liar, and lying his 
nature, disposition and work, as the Lord says, how can he then 
rightly teach and preach the word of God, which is truth, and 
diametrically opposed to his lying disposition and nature, and 
though he did rightly teach the truth, and giye Christ his praise, 
still he does so with a false heart : for he is a deyil and the 
truth is not in him. 

He confessed Christ, rightly and according to the contents of 
his word, when he said : Thou art Christ, the holy one of God : 
thou art Christ, the Son of God. Howeyer, Christ wanted not 
his confession, but reproyed him and said : Hold your peace, and 
come out of him, (Luke 4,) for his confession was made with a 
diabolical heart, as said. 

Secondly, I say : If any one would hear the yoice of the deyil, 

he need not go far; alas! he can hear him eyery where. All 

wAo speak lies, apeak of the devil. (John B.^ In the beginmng 
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lie spoke throagh the serpent: in Israel throngli the folse 
prophets, and now through hta preachers, in order to deceive 
the people of the world, and divert them from the truth, that 
they never can be saved. 

Since then, that he was from the beginning, a lying spirit, an 
adversary of God, a fiklsifier of the scriptures, and a murderer 
of souls, and will eternally be such, who can neither teach nor 
endure any thing good, because he is by nature unclean, a liar, 
and a deceiver, always the enemy of God, we will therefore stop 
oar ears through grace, and not hear such blasphemous speak- 
ing; turn our backs upon the devil, with all his lying preachers, 
as the scriptures teach; and we will sincerely believe the 
scriptures, which direct us to Christ to hear him. (Deut. 18 ; 
Matt 17 ; Mark 9.) And Christ directs us to his disciples, and 
they direct us to such tefichers who are blameless in doctrine 
and life, as related. (MaU. 10 ; 1 Tim. 3 ; Tit. 1.) May the 
merciful and gracious Lord eternally preserve cdl the pious 
hearts against this Herodian generation, and against the devil^s 
preachers. Amen. 

Fifthly, some also say : That we may hear them, if we suffer 
ourselves not to be deceived by them. 

I answer, the reader should observe how the people of God 
ever were, from the days of Abraham, separated from the world; 
and especially since the days of Moses, tney have had their own 
particular preachers, teachers, ceremonies, ordinances and ser- 
vices, as may be abundantly read and seen in all the books of 
Moses. 

Secondly, that Israel was commanded by God, that if a false 
prophet were to rise up among them, and though he were to do 
wonders and signs, he should die. (Deut. 13, 18.) 

Thirdly, Israel was not allowed to teach or to receive any 
doctrine or worship from any strange nations circumjacent to 
them, but to keep closely to the law and testimonies. (Isa. 8.) 

Fourthly, where there arose some ungodly kings, such as 
Jeroboam, Ahab, Mannassah and many others, who loved their 
own righteousness and idolatry more than the word and right 
worship of the Lord ; and when the false prophets multiplied, 
who turned the people from the Lord and his law, then also did 
the Lord raise up true prophets such as Isaiah, Jeremiah, &c., 
to reprove the disobedient, idolatrous kings and false prophets^ 
warned the people faithfully of them, and said : Hearken not 
unto the words of the prophets that prophesy unto you ; they 
make vou vain ; they speak a vision of their own hearts, and not 
out of the mouth of the Lord. (Jer. 23. These prophets all 
gloriously pointed to Christ, to his kingdom and T^\^xi. 

FifthJj. That Christ did, as well aa 'M.ose^, oxdaiTi ^\A 
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appoint in his kingdom, community, or church, prophets, preach- 
ers, teachers, ceremonies and ordinances, whicn are to be 
observed by all true christians for ever, (Matt. 18 ; Mark 16.) 

Sixthly. The holy apostles teach us abundantly, that we are 
to separate ourselves from those in doctrine and in worship, be 
they baptized or not, if they agree not with the spirit, doctrine, 
regulations and examples of Christ. Matt. 15 ; John 10 ; Bom. 
16,3; 1 Tim. 6 ; 2 Tim. 2, 3; Tit. 3; 2 John 1; Tit 6; 2 Tim. 2; 
1 John 1.) 

Seventhly. That the whole world with their spirit, doctrine, 
sacrament, worship and conduct, are far from Christ's spirit, 
word, sacrament, worship and example ; and, alas ! are nothing 
but a new Sodom, Egypt and Babel. ( Rev. 11, 17.) . 

Eighthly. That all those who acknowledge God's word, and 
are partakers of his spirit, are called on to let their lights shine 
out of darkness and give light to the world, that they reprove 
all ungodliness by word, deed, life and death, confess the Lord's 
holy name, word and will, and confirm it by a pious and unblam- 
able life, according to the scriptures. ( Matt. 6 ; Phil. 2 ; Eph. 
5 ; 1 Pet. 2.) 

Ninthly. That it were better to have a mill-stone hanged to 
one's neck, and to be cast into the depth of the sea, than to ofifend 
one of these little ones, who believe in Christ. (Matt. 18.) 

Tenthly. That we reflect well, why or for what reason we are 
not to hear such preachers. If we do hear them, and desire to 
be taught of them, then seek we the truth among lies, and life 
among the dead. But if we will not be taught of them, but use 
our liberty, as they call it, we must then confess that such 
hearing is no hearing, but triflifig and hypocrisy, by which we 
despise Christ's spirit, doctrine, regulations, counsel, admoni- 
tion, community and church ; and encourage anti-christ's seducing 
abominations, idolatry and kingdom ; and conform to the world 
in all appearance of evil, act the hypocrite, grieve and vex many 
a pious child of God, cause strife among the pious, and esteem 
lightly the innocent blood which is shed in many places on this 
account. 

Behold, my readers, all who fear the Lord, and rightly examine 
and judge tJiese ten articles ^ by the spirit and word of the Lord, 
will not halt here, but will faithfully take heed to the counsel 
and admonition of the Holy Ghost; reprove the world both by 
works and doctrine, flee all appearance of evil and walk unblam- 
ably in the house of the Lord. 

iDut touching the false worship, the light-minded comfort one 

another, and say : children may be baptized ; for the child is 

clean; the water is clean ; to wash and to bathe is also clean, 

^o. We may also receive the supper ot \]hQ Loid ^t the hands 
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of these preachers, alHiaagh it is in idolatrous honses ; christians 
have no idols any more, they only use bread and wine as such, 
which is pure to the pare ; (2 Cor. 8) for Paol says : To l^e 
unre all things are pore. lAnd they appeal to the case of 
Naaman, the Captain of the sing of Assyria ; and to the house 
of Bimmon, ( Bom. 14 ; Tit 1 ; 2 Chron. 5) and sa^ : We care 
not for the idolatry of the priests, but we worship Him who 
made heaven and earth, &c. 

I answer : Can a single passage be adduced from the scriptures, 
that uncleanness, sin, falsifying the ordinances of God, idolatry, 
disobedience to the word, and hypocrisy are all pure to the pure, 
that is, to the true believers ; then we might consider a little on 
it But we know certainly, that not a single passage can be 
advanced. 

my reader, had the men of Gk)d thus understood the scrip* 
tores, as these poor people do, the three valiant young men 
.would have by no means suffered themselves to be cast into the 
fiery furnace. ( Dan. 3 ; 2 Mace. 6, 7..) The upright Eleazer, 
pious Susan ; the mother with her seven sons, the holy prophets, 
apostles and pious witnesses of God, would have saved their 
lives, would nave escaped the cruel tortures and pains, and 
said: To the pure all things are pure, we will cheerfully 
comply. 

O no, my good reader, no : the xlean are not to touch the 
unclean. Touch not, says the spirit of God through Isaiah and 
Paul, the unclean thing, that is, what the scriptures forbid. 
( Isa. 52 ; 2 Cor. 6.) He that washed himself, after the touching 
of a dead body, if ne touch it again, what availeth his washing ? 
Is it not folly for any man to wash his clothes, and afterwards 
tread them into the mire affain ? ( Eccl. 34.) The scriptures 
plainly teach : That the just shall live by faith ; and that a good 
tree brings forth good fruit. ( Heb. 1 ; Bom. 1 ; Gal. 3 ; Heb. 
10.) And we certainly know that an humble, lowlv-minded 
soiu will never magnificently array itself, dressed in gold, pearls 
or other costly apparel, ( Matt. 7, 12,) and that those who fear 
the Lord, will be honest, chaste, sober ; they will not drink with 
dishonorable women, siug and dance with them ; for the know- 
ledge, fear and love of God and his word forbid them ; and 
should one do so, we would know that his light is darkness, and 
his conduct not agreeable to the scriptures. And so it does also 
illy become those who boast of the word, and would reprove 
seduction, the idolatry and abominations of preachers by the 
scriptures, and yet associates with them in their false service, 
doctrine and sacraments, words without actions profit nothing. 
( Matt 23 ; !Bom. 1.) Have no fellowship with. tVi<^ xsiTkltx^^^lsN. 
works of darkness, hut rather reprove tliem.. ^^i^\i. ^•^ 
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It is true, that to the pure all things arepure, which are tiot 
contrary to the spirit and word of God. For none are called 
pure in the scriptures, except those who conform to the spirit 
and word of the Liord. All who agree with the word, to them 
all lawful, pure things, are pure, such as eating, dringing, cloth- 
ing, houses, manors, land, gold, silver, wives, children, goods, 
food, to wake, to sleep, to speak, to be silent, and all things 
which God has given us as necessaries ; because they are pure, 
they will also use ail lawful, pure things purely ; namely, in the 
fear of God, with thanksgiving and moderation, to the praise of 
God and to the service of their fellow man ; for which end, these 
things were given by God, to the use of men. 

But all things prohibited of God, such as hypocrisy, unfruitful 
works, conformity to the world, living in affluence and splendor, 
living in idolatry, are by all means, impure to the pure, to the 
willing obedient children of God ; and the pure can never use 
things impurely through all eternity, according to the will of. 
God ; for the spirit of God and his word forbid tnem. 

Adam was allowed of God to eat of all the vegetables and 
fruits of the earth, for his subsistence, except of the tree of 
knowledge of good and evil ; for if he would eat thereof, he was 
to die. (Gen. 3.) All the fruits and creatures allowed of God, 
were pure to pure Adam, but one tree was impure to him 
through the command of God ; he eat thereof, and with all his 
seed he fell under the power of death. 

And even as all things are pure to the pure, and are for the 
good of the pious, so also to the impure all things are impure, 
and encourage the evil one to do wickedness ; because they are 
impure they use all the creatures of God impurely. They eat 
and drink with excess ; they dress gorgeously ; and indulge in 
lewdness ; they raise their children to idleness ; they avariciously 
hoard gold, silver, houses and lands, ( Tit. 1) and there is nothing 
they use purely according to the will of God ; for they are im- 
pure, sensual, disobedient to the word, and are earthly-minded, 
as the scriptures say. 

Further; it is also an abominable calumny and slanderous 
seduction, what some pretend and say ; outward idolatry cannot 
defile and make impure, if not sanctioned by the heart. 

My good reader, if that were true all the passages would 
have been spoken to no purpose, which say; neither be ye 
idolaters as were some of them — have no fellowship with the 
unfruitful works of darkness ; avoid all appearance of evil, &c., 
( 1 Cor. 10 ; Eph. 5 ; 1 Thes. 6 ;) then would also the offence of 
the cross have oeen ended. No, no, it becomes a true christian 
to be wholly pious, to glorify God, both in body and spirit ( 1 
Cor. 6.) 
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Aaron, a high priest called of Gk)d, a t3^e of the Lord Jesus, 
vhea he was constrained of the people to make gods for them 
which should go before them, he was overcome through the 
weakness of the flesh, that he yielded to the idolaters, and made 
them a golden calf. Aaron did not worship it, in his heart ; for 
he well knew it was not (jkkI, who led them through the red sea, 
but that it was a creature made of gold. Nevertheless this 
guilt was charged to Aaron, for Moses said : What did this 
people unto thee that thou didst bring so great a sin upon them? 
( Exod. 32,) yea, the Lord would have destroyed him had not 
Moses interceded for him. ( Deut. 9.) 

We would, that all founders of sects and erring spirits, whose 
rejection of the cross, ease, sensual minds and hypocrisy, is 
cloaked under the semblance of the word of God, would reflect 
well upon the history of Aaron ; I trust they would no longer 
conceal their nudity and disgrace with fig-leaves; but would 
clothe themselves with the true coat of skins, with Jesus, Christ 
made of God ; ( Gren. 3,) for they comfort and encourage the 
poor, rude people in their idolatry and faith, by their ungodly 
dealings, wtdch they call liberty, grieve the pious unto death, 
discourage and offend the poor, wavering souls of whom it is 
written : But whoso shall offend one of these little ones, which 
believe in me, it were better for him, that a mill-stone were 
hanged about his neck, and that he were drowned in the depth 
of the sea. ( Matt. 18.) 

What christian liberty is, and how it is to be used according / 
to the will of God, is fiilly explained in Kom. 14 ; 1 Cor. 6, 8, 10. 

Say, beloved, how can we count that as belonging to chris- 
tian liberty, which is so openly committed against so many 
passages in the scriptures against brotherly and universal love, 
and contrary to all the examples of so many saints, as said? 

0, were they pure of heart, who introduce such subtle argu- 
ments, and would they but love Christ supremely over every 
thing, how soon they would then know that that which they 
maintain is contrary to the spirit and word of Grod. But I fear 
they are those concerning whom it is written : There is a genera- 
tion that are pure in their own eyes, and yet are not washed 
from their filtniness. (Pro v. 30.) 

Touching Naaman, we have to notice attentively the follow- 
ing passages. 

First, that Naaman was neither a Jew, nor a proselyte, but a 
foreigner, who was not included in the doctrine, ceremonies, 
ordinances and righteousness of Israel, although he would no 
longer serve idols, and would serve and offer to God, he was not 
circumcised. 

Secondly: that ie was the servant of hia mas\«t,\x^a^ trVsc^. 
ilie king depended ; and therefore had to atteiid \iO \JCkft %«t^Vift Vil 
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his master when the king worshipped in the house of Bimmon, 
Naaman would worship none otner than the true God who had 
cleansed him. 

Thirdly : That we cannot conclude with certainty from the 
answer of the prophet, how far he did, or did not comply. 

Fourthly ; That the house of Bimmon, and the service thereof 
and our temple with its services, are not the same ; for in the 
house of Eimmon the name of God, the laws, the ordinances 
and ceremonies, were not abused, for they were not known there. 
But what abuses, disgrace, scoffings, abomination and blas- 
phemy, are carried on in our temples under the name of Christ, 
all rational men may determine by the scriptures. 

But if any one says : Why do you concern yourselves about 
the doings of the priests ? Worship God as Naaman did, &c., 
this sounds to us thus : ''Behold your pious father will be very 
slanderously mocked, insulted, reviled and much abused; let 
such things not move you, or confound you, but be unconcerned 
and contented. Submit quietly, but in your heart honor your 
&ther, &c." Say, beloved, what rational and upright child could 
see his father thus treated, and say nothing, and submit quietly ? 

Since then, we see with unclouded eyes, how miserably they 
treat our eternal Father, who loved us so greatly, in ihm 
houses of abomination ; and how they behave towards his son, 
Jesus Christ, who bought us with such a precious price. Again. 
How they quench his Holy Spirit, hate nis will, his word, and 
abuse his sacraments, reject his ordinances and commands, 
revile and reproach his children, deceive poor souls, rob Christ 
of his own, and his glory ; and with all this, we are to unite 
with such open enemies of God ! — ^to act the hypocrite with 
them, to listen to their ungodly seductions and abominations 1 — 
if we should, we would be very ungrateful children, and without 
love. This is incontrovertibly true. 

No 1 Such is not the way of pious christians ; but as Christ 
defends his church, is not ashamed of her, and enlightens her 
by his Holy Spirit and word, comforts her in all her distresses, 
strengthens her in sufferings and endows her with power and 
wisdom, before lords and princes, wise and learned, and before, 
the whole world, that all have to be silent and ashamed in 
presence of a poor, humble christian ; and in the day of judg- 
ment acknowledge her before his Father, (Matt. 10 ; Luke 12,) 
and will bestow her the eternal kingdom ; and so do the spirit 
and love of Christ also demand of us, that we confess before men 
his divine honor, word, and ordinances ; and besides, we are to 
testify it by our works, possessions, blood, life and death, and 
not clandestinely frequent such houses of abomination, where 
A/s ereat and adorable name is so miserably dishonored and 
Blanaered; and where we hear not the trutla, hot \cwii wd^ -^SaV^ . 
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For it is nothing but hypocrisy which they teach ; although they 
do disguise it with the word of the Lord, (Jer. 8) as may be 
evidently observed by their works. 

They all, teachers and hearers, run, says the prophet, like a 
frantic heifer (Hos. 4) — they all hate reproof and instruction, 
and live imprudently according to Aeir own lusts. (Ezek. 11.) 
They desire not God's word, therefore, I fear the scourge is 
ready, and the avenging sword of the Lord is drawn ; that soon 
one ungodly man will eat another, so that many of them be 
eaten up, for this foolish people desire to be beaten. (Hos. 4.) 

Fifthly, We have to observe, that in the New Testament 
we are "only directed to the spirit, word, counsel, admonition 
and usages of Christ : what he allows us we may do, but what 
he forbids we dare not do ; it become all true Christians to con- 
form thereto, and not according to such doubtful histories and 
obscure passages, from which we can draw no sure ground, and 
which teach the very reverse of what the Lord's apostles publicly 
taught. 

Here I would faithfully admonish the sincere reader, that he 
would not suffer himself to be deceived with such words ; but at 
all times to keep to and abide in the unchangeable and sure 

f round, (1 Cor. 3) which the faithful witnesses of Christ, the 
oly apostles left to us, which they taught us plainly in their 
writings ; for the deceivers seek but to confound the wavering, 
and to be free from the cross of Christ. 

But, say they : We esteem it to be better, though we do so 
sometimes, so that we may administer to our wives and children, 
and serve the poor, than that we wholly abandon the preachers, 
and thereby make all our possessions a prey. (Dent. 6 ; Matt. 22.] 
To which we reply, in the first place: The first commana 
teaches, thou shalt love the Lord thy God with all thy heart, 
with all thy soul, and with all thy strength. Where the name 
of the Lord is profaned, and where his word is violated, there 
it behooves you to reprove such things with an unblamable life, 
and by the word of God, and to defend the praises of God, as 
as much as in you is ; and reflect upon what the Lord says : 
Whosoever loves father, mother, brother, sister, wife, children, 

f possessions and life more than me, cannot be my disciple. 
Matt. 10 ; Luke 2, 14,) 

Secondly. That all who believe, that God made heaven and 
earth, and sustained Israel for forty days with bread from heaven, 
and water from the rock, sent Elias his necessary food by a raven, 
(Gen. 1 ; Lev. 16, 17 ; Deut. 8, 16 ; 1 Kings 17) who gives the 
birds in the air, the fishes in the water, and the reptiles upon 
earth, all their food; those will not doubt t\i^ ^qq^w»%, 
power and promise of their Lord Jesus Christ, 'w^io ^v^^'« ^Vt^X. 

10 
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seek the kingdom of heareii and his righteousness, and all other 
things shall be added unto you, (Matt. 6) for if the countenance 
of his grace is in this matter over those who reject him, how 
much more oyer those who fear him and keep his command* 
ments. 

Thirdly. That the Almighty, bountiful God, God Shaddai, 
who is all-sufficient to support the poor and needy without 
any idolatry, hypocrisy and service of the devil ; because he 
has no delight in such offerings and gifts of unrighteousness ; 
as the prophet says : Behold,- to obey is better than sacrifice, 
and to hearken, than the fat of rams ; for rebellion is as the 
sin of witchcraft, and stubbornness is as iniquity and idolatry. 
(1 Sam. 15.) 

All, therefore, who say that they do this on account of their 
wife and children, and for the poor's sake, they ought to know 
that they love their wife and children more than God, and 
lessen the arm and power of God, (Eccl. 35) and lie unto the 
Lord; hence their indolence, and thus they avoid the cross, 
and cloak their unbelief, their earthly mind and hypocrisy 
under such a pretext. Let every one take heed to himself and 
fear God, who has eyes like flaming fire, which penetrate heaven 
and earth, and cannot be blinded by fair words. (Acts 5 ; Rev. 1.) 

Again : They further pretend that Paul purified himself ac- 
cordmg to the Jews' custom, (Acts 16) and Timothy was cir- 
cumcised. This is quite different, for these were things which 
God had commanded, although they ended in Christ. The 
reason why Paul consented thereto was, that he might preach 
the word with more freedom to the Jews, as he says : Unto the 
Jews I became a Jew, that I might gain the Jews ; to them that 
are under the law, that I might gain them that arc unde.r the 
la,^, (1 Cor. 9.) 

And since these works originated not with anti-christ, but 
from God, with which Paul would not offend the weak Jews ; 
as explained : How can we then show by them, that we are at 
liberty to hear false preaching, receive the baptism and enjoy 
the supper of anti-christ; and to take part with the world 
in open idolatry and blasphemy? Though this be not done 
with the heart, it is at least in appearance. Or we must con- 
sider the works of the law, which were of God, to be as unclean 
and ungodly as the works and abominations of darkness, which 
are of the devil ; and to esteem the avoiding of the cross of 
Christ as the laudable zeal of Paul, when he would teach the 
Jews the gospel of Christ ! 

my faithful reader, if you would not lose your poor soul, 

do not then dishonor Christ, do rightly, seek his praise, obey 

A/e spirit, doctrine, connsel, admonition and example, and .tou 
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will never be made ashamed ; you will soon discover that Panrs, 
purification, and Timothy's circumcision, are vastly different 
from the doings, works, abominations, idolatry and blasphemy 
of anti-christ, which have been practised from time to time, in 
the name of Christ, even to the present day. May the gracious, 
merciful God grant that you may all come to the knowledge, and 
walk in his truth. Amen. 

Lastly. They say : That we are yet prisoners in Babel, and 
that we may therefore do in semblance the works of Babel ; 
and allege Baruch's sayings : Ye shall see in Babylon gods of 
silver, and of gold, and of wood, borne upon shoulders, which 
cause the heathens to fear : beware, therefore, that ye in no 
wise be like to strangers, neither be ye afraid of them, when 
ye see the multitude before them and behind them, worshipping 
them : but say in your hearts, Lord, we must worship tnee. 
(Bar. 6.) 

Answer, Here we have first to observe, what is shown by 
the Babylonian captivity ; for when the Israelites did not servo 
God aright, in their own country, they were scattered according 
to the prediction of Moses, by the righteous and gracious 
judgment of God, among the heathen nations, and were led 
eaptive under the dominion of Babylon. (Deut. 4, 28.) So it is 
with those who boast themselves as being the spiritual Israel ; 
because they became unfaithful to the Lord, and rejected his 
word, and turned their ears to preachers of lies, the Babylonian 
king, anti-christ, has taken advantage of them and deprived 
them of the true doctrine, ceremonies and services, and led 
them captive under his dominion, and has bound them miserably 
with the cords of error and idolatrous abominations. 

But all those who are again enlightened by the spirit and word 
of the liOrd, and born of God, and die unto the old man, sin ; 
forsake all human misleadings, and rightly use the Lord's holy 
sacraments, ordinances and divine services, they are freed from 
spiritual Babylon, that is, from sin, hell, death, devil, from the 
doctrines and commands of men, and from all idolatry, abomina- 
tions and crimes, as Paul says : There is, therefore, now no 
condemnation to them who are in Christ Jesus, who walk not 
after the flesh, but after the spirit ; for the law of the spirit of 
life in Christ Jesus, hath made me free from the law of sin and 
death. (Rom. 8.) 

All, then, who say that they are yet captives of Babylon, 
testify that they have not been set at liberty by the Cyrus, Jesus 
Christ, from their sins, and not come from Chaldea to Jerusalem. 
(2 Cor. 3; 1 Ezra 1.) 

Secondly: That Israel is not commanded hexe^ to ^lowIqtcccl 
themselves to the gentiles; but when they aa^w t\iem c,wtt^ XXn^vc 
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idols, (even as we may see on the days of papistical processions 
and abominations, although we are not in their temple,) then 
they should worship God only, and give him the honor ; for if 
God had commanded them to conform in all things to the 
Babylonian idolatry, and only to serve the Lord with their heart 
secretly, then Schadrach, Meshach and Abednego acted fool- 
ishly to refuse worshipping the great golden idol, on account of 
which they hazarded their lives. ( Dan. 3.) no ! the miraculous 
work, shown of God to them, testifies that they acted rightly. 
All, then, I say, who teach that true believers are not released 
from Babylon, do thereby deny the merits, death and blood of 
Christ, and faith with its power, and the Holy Ghost with his 
liberty, and despise wholly the innocent blood of the free wit- 
nesses of the free children of God, which is shed so abundantly. 

Let every one see well to it what he believes and learns ; for 
I fear that both the bloodshedder and the despiser are alike 
guilty. My good reader, examine the scriptures well, and you 
will find, that to the free children of God here upon earth, 
there is no liberty promised as to the flesh, as Christ says : Ye 
shall be hated of all men for my name's sake. (Matt. 24.) 
Again : He that would follow me, let him deny himself, and 
take up his cross and follow me. (Matt. 16.) Again : All who 
will kill you, think they do God service. (John 16.) All who 
would live godly in Christ Jesus, says Paul, must suffer perse- 
cution. (2 I'im. 3.) And through much tribulation we must 
enter into the kingdom of God. (Acts 14.) For the liberty of 
the spirit is to be maintained with mucn misery, tribulation, 
persecutions, bonds, fear and death. The servant is not greater 
than his lord, and the disciple is not greater than his master ; 
but it is enough that he be like his lord and master. (Matt 10 ; 
John 13, 15.) 

Behold, beloved sirs, friends and brethren, here you have the 
leading parts and chief articles of a christian ground and 
FOUNDATION, with a plain instruction and exposition of the anti- 
christian abominations and Babylonian acts, whereby the true 
apostolic foundation, for a long time, was corrupted and razed 
to the ground ; and we have contrasted light and darkness, truth 
and falsehood, that the whole truth by our seeking, doctrine 
and belief, undertaking and weak attempts, may be made 
manifest. 

And 1 hope by the grace of God, that you will readily receive 
it, if you are at all honestly disposed, read it with a sincere heart, 
fear God, and acknowledge Christ as the true head ; and see 
that we are grounded upon the eternal corner stone, that we 
walk in the right way, although in weakness, and hold the plain 
truth, (J8a,28; Eph.2; Ps. 117; 2 Pet. 2; Matt. 21; Luke 20; 
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Acts 4,) and that there is no other ground or way, and truth to 
be found in the scriptures, that can stand before God, other 
than this, which we have pointed out, and which we on every 
occasion maintain and defend in so much tribulation. 

And I have served you all with this small gift, as I received 
it from my God. I gladly would that I could serve you longer 
with great and abundant grace, to the praise of the Lord. 
Therefore, have I renounced praise, honor, ease, and forsaken 
all, and willingly submitted to the pressing cross of my Lord 
Jesus Christ, which oftimes assails my weak flesh. I seek neither 
gold nor silver, (the Lord knows this,) but am ready, with 
faithful Moses, to suffer affliction with the people of God, rather 
than to enjoy the pleasures of sin for a season ; and I esteem 
the reproach of Christ greater riches than all the treasures in 
Egypt, for I know what the scriptures have promised us, (2 
Thes. 2 ; Heb. 11,) and this is my only joy and heart's desire, 
tiiat I may extend the borders of the kingdom of God, publish 
the truth, reprove sin, teach righteousness, feed the hungry with 
the word of the Lord, lead the stray sheep into the right path, 
and win many souls to the Lord through his spirit, power and 
grace, and so act in my weakness, as he taught me who pur- 
chased me, a miserable sinner, with his crimson blood, and gave 
me this mind, by the gospel of his grace, namely, Jesus Christ, 
to him be praise and glory, and the eternal kingdom. Amen. 
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Also to the learned, to the common people^ to sects and to the 
bride of Christ, that is not a little scorched by the heat of 
the sun every where. 

We showed you in the preface, faithful reader, why or where- 
fore we published these our writings, to wit : on account of the 
abominable deceiving, and the manifold dangers at this time, 
when are to be found so many schisms, communities, churches 
and sects, who are all called after the name of the Lord ; such 
as Romans or papists, I/utherans, Zuinglia/ns, erring sects, and 
the christians who are upbraided as ana-baptists. Even as in 
former times among the Jews, were the Chasidim, Zadikin, 
Essenes, Saducees, Pharisees, &c., which sacred axid i^x^t^^iL^ 
history mention. Each boasts to be the C\i\itc\i o^ C>\kx\^X., wA 
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to have the Lord's word, although the greater part of them not 
only live inconsistently with the spirit, word and example of 
Christ, but they very enviously upbraid and slander, and are 
inimically opposed to it; and it is just as it was in the begin- 
ning, that the pious every where have to sufiFer much from the 
impious; as Abel had to suffer of Gain; Isaac of Ishmael; 
Jacob of Esau, &c., although created by the same God, having 
one common origin, boast all of one Christ; and in the day of 
Judgment, find the same judge. Anti-christ rules through hypoc- 
risy and lies, with power and sword; but Christ reigns patiently, 
with his word and spirit. He uses neither sword nor sabre. O 
man I man I Look upon the irrational creatures, and learn wis- 
dom, (1 Cor. 12.) Boaring lions, frightful bears, and all devou- 
ring wolves agree among themselves with their respectivb 
species ; but you, poor, helpless worms — you, who are created 
after God's own image, and are called rational beings, without 
tusks, claws and horns, born into this world feeble, senseless, 
speechless and powerless, yea, neither able to stand nor walk, 
and have to depend entirely upon maternal aid, which teaches 
you that you are to be peaceable and not contentious ; but when 
j^ou attain your understandings and manhood, then you are so 
very restless, tyrannical, revengeful, blood-thirsty and unmer- 
ciful, so much so that it cannot be full^ conceived, related or 
described. Your open works bear testimony to this, still you 
boast yourselves to be christians. no ! my faithful reader, 
no I Christ teaches : " My peace I give you ; my peace I leave 
you." (John 16.) Paul says: Let the peace of God rule in your 
hearts, to which also y^ are called in one body, and be ye thank- 
ful. Col. 3.) Again : The Son of man has not come to destroy, 
but to make alive. (Matt. 18 ; Luke 9.) 

Since there are so many of you who treat the children of God 
so inhumanly, as we see, we have compiled summarily our acts, 
groundy faith and docirine, from the word of God, and have 
published it; so that every slanderous reviler, foul-mouthed 
speaker and bloody persecutor, may out of it learn what our 
undertaking, seeking and doings properly are, and upon what 
ground the city of God must be built, and which of all the afore- 
mentioned congregations or communities is the lawful and true 
church of Christ. Even as there was but one Adam and Eve ; 
one Noah and one ark, (Gen. 3.) One Isaac and one Bebecca, 
(Gen. 7,) so there is but one community of Christ, which is the 
body, the city, the temple, the house and bride of Christ, having 
but one gospel, one faith, one baptism, one supper, and one 
service ; walking in the same way and leading a pious, unbla- 
mable life, as the scriptures teach. 
^// who have not the pare, unadulterated word of God, the 
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trne, active faith, with the Lord's holy baptism and supper, in 
power and spirit, and walk the broad road of the flesh, are not 
the community and church of Christ. Here neither name nor 
boasting prevails ; we must be in Christ, and Christ in us ; we 
must be moved by his spirit, and in every respect abide in his 
holy word, else we have no God. (2 John 1.) 

Israel was not saved, though of the seed of Abraham, because 
they walked not in the way of Abraham. (John 8 ; Rom. 9.) 
Much less we, though we are called after the name of Christ, if 
we seek not his promise with all our souls, and not cordially 
hear and follow, and be obedient to his holy will. (I John 2.) 

Since it is well known to all the pious, that we and our fore- 
fathers, for many hundred years, were under the heavy burden 
and in the service of Egypt, (Exod. 10,) deceived by the false 
prophets, never heard the book of the law, the holy city, and 
temple lay waste, and were under the tyranny and dominion of 
Babylon, (2 Chron. 22, 25,) as heard above. The merciful Father 
had compassion on the pressing misery and tribulation of his 
people, and raised up to us the true Mosqs, Zerubbabel, Christ 
Jesus, through his word and spirit ; now then, it becomes yon, 
you high renowned lords and princes, since you and we boast 
of the same Christ, gospel, redemption and kingdom, that you 
no longer obstruct by your mandates and powers, the journey- 
ing of the people of God to the eternal promised land ; but you 
should favor them more, and prosper their journey by your gra- 
cious permission ; that you may hear and read with the venerable 
and pious Josiah, with a broken, meek heart, in the true fear of 
God, the lost book of the law of Christ, which was lost for a long 
time. Bend not your garments but your hearts ; for you are 
not only led off from the true path, but you are so much be- 
witched by the man of sin, (2 Thess. 2,) that you persecute the 
innocent, pious hearts, who injure neither you nor any one upon 
earth even the beast. 

That you would, with king Cyrus, release the poor captive 
children from the land of Chaldea, who cry and weep at the 
rivers of Babylon, (Ps. 136,) that they may again possess the 
spiritual land of Caanan, and build up the spiritual Jerusalem, 
the altar and the temple in their ancient city, ( Jer. 30,) and 
establish the spiritual priesthood, and practice the spiritual 
offering and divine service according to the instructions of God's 
word, that they may no longer hear and observe the Babylonian 
laws, namely, men's commandments; but Israel's law, God's 
word and righteousness. Although some of you, (alas how few I) 
are so far taught, through God's grace and word, as I trust, that 
you know, that neither usages nor councils, iieit\ie,T \^^i\iYCi%^<^^ 
acuteness, nor snbtletyf nor sword, nor matv^^^X.^, e.«ccL X^^xv^^ ^'t 
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break the word of the Most High, the word of truth, the word 
of the heavenly witness, the gospel of the kingdom, for other 
foundation cannot be laid to all eternity, than that which in 
laid, which is Christ Jesus. (1 Cor. 3.) 

Therefere, wisdom cries : Turn at my reproof; behold I will 
pour out my spirit upon you, I will make known my words unto 
you. ( Prov. 1.) 

Love, righteousness ye rulers of the land. ( Wis. 1.) 

Be wise„now, therefore, ye kings ; be instructed, ye judges 
of the earth, serve the Lord with fear, and rejoice with trem- 
bling, ( Ps. 2 ; ) for the king that honors wisdom shall rule 
forever. ( Wis. 6.) 

Do, therefore, with a meek heart, and in the fear of God, 
examine these our faithful instructions, and judge by Christ's 
own spirit and word, as much as in you is ; compare it with the 
doctrine and lives of the apostles, with the piety, love, usages, 
doings, misery, cross and sufferings of the primitive church ; I 
hope, by the grace of God, you may plainly comprehend that 
our doctrine is the njfallible doctrine and ground of the scrip- 
tures. Bead these our fundamentals, together with other 
books, appended to this, viz : the book concerning faith and its 
power ; concerning regeneration or the new creature ; of the 
cross, svfferings and persecution of the saints ; of excommuni- 
cation, ban or eooclusion, toith other tracts, published from 
time to time, you will then find, by the grace ot God, that this 
doctrine is the unadulterated gospel, which the Lord taught bv 
his own mouth, and which his holy apostles preached through 
the whole world, and by the power of the spirit testified thereto 
with life and death. Ours is no new doctrine, as the preachers 
without truth, pretend and persuade you ; but it is the old doc- 
trine, which was preached and practised in the church, fifteen 
hundred years ago, whereby the church was, is, and shall be 
borne, till the end. ( 1 Cor. 4 ; Gal. 4 ; 1 Pet. 1 ; James 1.) 

you high-renowned lords and princes, turn to the truth of 
God, and receive reproof, correction and wisdom ; for through 
wisdom kings reign, and princes decree justice, ( Prov. 8,) and 
do observe how far your spirit, faith and lives differ from the 
Lord's spirit, word and life. 

Think you, dear sirs, that you are born to live only in great 
splendor, wantonness, gluttony and revelling, and lead a vain, 
sensual life ; that you are to follow on in your wantonness and 
pernicious lusts, as it pleases you, and be christians? O 
no, whosoever has not the spirit of Christ, is none of his. 
( Bomans &.) 

Solomon says : As a roaring lion, and a raging bear ; so is 
a makeff rri/pr over the poor people. The prince that wanteth 



EXHOBTATION TO ALL IN AUTHORITY. 117 

understanding is also a great oppressor. The poet also well 
knew this, when he says : Qutc quid delirant reges^ pledarUur 
Achivi; i. e. The mischief which kings do, the common people 
have to pay or atone for ; but a wise king disperseth the ungoaly. 
( Prov. 28.) 

Therefore, beloved sirs, see well to it ; this is that to which 
you are called, namely : that you are to chastise and punish, in 
the true fear of God, with all equitable and just discretion, the 
open evil doers ; such as theives, murderers, buggerers, sodom- 
ites, adulterers, debauchers, menslayers, the violent, fornicators, 
sorcerers, robbers, &c., that you give each his portion, execute 
judgment and righteousness, and deliver the spoiled out of the 
hand of the oppressor, ( Isa. 22 ; ) that you are to prevent, by 
proper means, understand without tyranny and bloodshed, open 
deceivers, who so miserably lead poor, helpless souls, by hun- 
dreds of thousands into destruction, be they priests, monks, 
preachers, baptized or unbaptized ; so that they will no longer 
derogate from the almighty majesty of Goa, our only and 
eternal Saviour, Christ Jesus, the Holy Ghost, together with 
the word of grace ; nor introduce those ridiculous abuses and 
idolatry, under semblance of truth, as it happens from time to 
time, till now ; and thus you may, with all love and zeal, enlarge 
the borders of the kingdom of God without violence, blood or 
sword ; assist it by your gracious permission, wise counsel ; and 
with a pious, unblamable life defend it. 

Behold, beloved lords, this is your calling and your incumbent 
duty, ( Exod. 18, 23 ; Lev. 19 ; Deut. 17 ; 2 Chron. 19 ; Rom. 13; . 
Tit. 13 ; 1 Pet. 2 ; ) and not domineer so maliciously over God's 
children and his word : as alas, many of you evidently do, and 
is customary. 

Such rulers were Moses, Joshua, David, Hezekiah, Josaphat, 
Josias, Zerubbabel, &c., they faithfully discharged their en- 
joined duties ; conformed to the word of God, protected their 
subjects with solicitous concern, obeyed the Lord's commands, 
abolished the false prophets and the priests of Baal, with their 
altars, groves and idolatry, and faithfully kept their people and 
country, to observe the ordinances of the Lord, his laws and 
divine service as commanded by Moses ; for they feared God, 
and had the book of the law to which they conformed, and by 
which they judged the people: and always remembered the 
Lord their God, who set them over his people as potentates and 
rul^s. ( Deut. 17.) 

They feared God with all their hearts, praised his name, and 
humbled themselves with all their strength, as David did, when 
he was girded with a linen ephod, and danced be^ox^ 'OKi'Si ^^V ^sJl 
the Lord, yea that he was even deapi&e^ ol\^^^\^^'^fi^s^^\^s^ 
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he said : I will play before the Lord, who chose me, and I will 
be yet more vile than this, in my own sight. (2 Sam. 6.) 

. O you high-renowned, noble lords, do believe Christ's word, 
fear God's wrath, love righteousness, do justice to widows and 
orphans, judge rightly between man and man, fear no man's 
highness ; despise no man's business, hate all avarice, chastise 
with discretion, suffer God's word to be taught in liberty, pre- 
vent none to walk in the ways of truth ; yield to his sceptre who 
called you to this high charge, and your throne shall stand fast. 
(Prov. 19; Wis. 6.) 

Now as the sceptre of Christ is an upright sceptre, ( Heb. 1 ) , 
and teaches, judges and corrects every one, without respect to 
person, I,«e poor and unlearned being must lay aside my diffi- 
dence, and grow bold in love, whereby I would desire to save 
your poor souls, and with Samuel reprove Saul, with Abdia 
reprimand Jeroboam, with Elias chide Ahab, with Isaiah repre- 
hend Hezekiah, with Nathan and Gad rebuke David of their 
misdeeds and transgressions, (4 Sam. 15 ; 1 Kings 13, 17, 18 ; 
Isa. 38; 2 Sam. 12, 24) and thus proclaim my Lord's spirit^ 
word and will, who knows but there might be some one 
that will regard the fidelity and love of his poor minister, 
hear his well-meaning voice and christian exhortation, and 
depart from an ungodly and evil way : thus some of the afoi^e- 
mentioned kings heard the reproving word of the mouths of the 
prophets with fear, and reformed, and meekly received the 
word*' 

And were it even so, that my faithful service and love, should 
be rewarded with death, as I have reason to suspect it may 
happen, because haughty and proud flesh is unwillingly reproved, 
but uses at all time its evil nature, however, nothing worse can 
happen me, than did the pious Isaiah of Manassah; Zachariah 
of Joaz ; Urias of Jachin, Abimelech and other priests of Saul ; 
(Chron. 24; 1 Samuel 22) John of Herod; Christ of Pilate and 
of the Scribes ; and as it happened to all the apostles and pious 
witnesses of the whole worla. ( Matt. 7, 24, 26 ; Mark 15 ; Luke 
23 ; John 10.) 

I do not esteem my life to be better and dearer than the 
beloved men of God did theirs. I can only be deprived of per- 
ishable and mortal flesh, which must once die, and return to 
dust. Should I even attain to the age of Methuselah, not a 
hair can fall from my head without the will of my heavenly 
father, (Gen. 5, 3; Matt. 10,) if I lose my life for the sake of 
Christ and his testimony, and on account my sincere love for 
my neighbor, 1 certainly know, that I will save it in life eternal, 
( Mark 8 ; Matt. 16,) therefore, I cannot conceal the truth ; but 
I must testify aad reveal it ia the true fear of God, to my be- 
Joved lords. 
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Beloved, noble lords, do learn to rightly know yourselves, 
whence you are, what you are, and what you will be. All of 
you, one as well as another, be he emperor, or king, are from 
the same seed that we poor atd unregarded are, and you came 
into this world as we, and you are no more than vapor, frail 
flesh, a withering flower, dust and ashes, as we all are. (James 
4 ; Isa. 4; 2 Pet. 1 ; Uen. 3; Sirach 10.) To-day you are kings 
and triumph in great and high houses, to-morrow you are laid 
low, and must be food for serpents and worms. 

Sirs, my beloved sirs, humble yourselves, righteous is he 
who will examine your case, and mighty is he, who will pass ^ 
judgment upon you ; his name is the Ruling Lord ; he is the 
almighty, the holy, the terrible, the high adorable and omni- 
potent God, who created heaven and earth, and who has in 
the hands of his strength all majesty, power and dominion. 
Learn to know him ; learn to fear him. Awaken, look out, 
the time is not far off, when you will hear : Give an account 
of your stewardship J for you may no longer he steward. 
(Luke 16.) 

Do, therefore, not hear those who seek fat prebends and a 
lazy life, they deceive you, they teach you according to the lust 
of your hearts ; they flatter you for the sake of unlawful gain, 
they preach to you wanton deception according to their ojnh 
opinion, and not out of the mouth of the Lord, they fatten their 
bodies, and have fine days, from the fatness of your poor souls, 

i beloved sirs, understand rightly what I mean,) although they 
loast much of the gospel; hear them, who are not like the 
wind-shaken reed, ( Matt. 11,) those, who with John and Elias, 
are not so much frightened by the wilderness of misery, who 
suffer daily for the truth's sake, love gold and wood alike, who 
esteem all things alike, both praise and reproach, riches, and 
poverty, life and death, who seek only the honor of Christ, and 
the salvation of their beloved brethren, (Rom. 5 ; 1 Cor. 15,) 
and preach nothing but the pure, unmixed word of God, and 
seal it, with spirit, power and work, as it is commanded of 
Christ, and as it is proclaimed^ and taught through the whole 
world by his holy apostles. 

1 repeat it, hearken not, follow not, and believe not the multi- 
tude of the learned, who suffer themselves to be called doctors, 
lords and masters, for they are sensual and bloodthirsty, (Phil. 3 ; 
1 Cor. 4 ;) but seek and follow those who are the spectacle, filth 
of the earth, curse and offscouring, there you will find Christ's 
spirit, truth, power, works and life. And you will soon find, 
by the grace of God, that you are from Christ, with your 
d6ctrine, spirit', faith, baptism, life, church awd ^W ^wi.-^ ^<S\si%^ 
from Christ's spirit, doc trine, commwi^, ■^xoV^S^i'cs^^ ^'t^^*^^'^'*^ 
and usages. 
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Say, you kings and rulers of the land : Where is your faith 
and love, with their pious nature ? Where is the fear of your 
God ? Your lamp and light ? And your unablamable, godly 
life, which is out of Grod ? Is i^ not all world and sensuality 
which you seek and follow ? We find, generally, in your houses 
and courts, nothing but extravagant pomp, and gorgeousness, 
pride, presumptuousness of heart, insatiable avarice, hatred, 
envy, backbiting, betraying, whoredom, debauchery, gaming, 
eating, drinking, dancing, swearing, stabbing, housebreaking, &c.' 
This is your lordly custom and court conduct during the whole 
course of your lives ; and you never once reflect on the misery, 
tribulation, humility, love and righteousness in which the Lord 
of lords, and King of kings, lived before you, what he taught 
the children of men, and what pattern or example he left them : 
the affliction and misery of the wretched reach not your ears ; 
the sweat of the poor we find in your houses, and the innocent 
blood in your hands ; you receive gifts and presents to pervert 
judgment, and you take counsel together against the Lord and 
his anointed. (Ps. 2.) The prophets of Jezabel, and the priests 
of Baal, sensualists and flatterers, are much respected with 
you, they set upon soft cushions, and live well. But those who 
with Micha, (1 Chron. 18,) preach to you adversity and truth, 
mi^st expect imprisonment and bonds, and death, and are de- 
serving of all disgrace ; yea, it has come so far (God better it,) 
that wnere four or five, ten or twenty have met in the name of 
the Lord, to speak of the word of the Lord, and to do his work, 
in whose midst Christ is, (Matt. 18,) who fear the Lord with all 
their heart, and lead an unblamable life before all the world ; 
but if they be apprehended, and complaint brought against them, 
they must then be devoured of fire, or be destroyed by the 
sword, or sink into the depths of the waters. 

But they who have met in the name of Baal, a meeting of 
all manner of mischief, who exceed Sodom and Gomorrah far 
in wickedness, where all manner of inhuman things are carried 
on between man and man ; and between woman and woman ; as 
it is in Spain, in Italy, and in the cloisHers, &c. Public brothel- 
houses, theatres, fencing-schools, and the accursed drunken 
taverns, where many live in open disgrace, and act so shame- 
fully against God's word. Such livt in all unmolestcdness and 
at peace. 

1 mention not the public assemblies of all manner of idolatry, 
where the most high, blessed and precious name of God is so 
miserably blasphemed, the blood of Christ despised, the Holy 
Ghost grieved, and the truth digraced, and lies commended, 
poor souls deceived, and the blind, ignorant peop/le are not only 
cUrected to the holy water, bread, wine and the mass, but also 
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to the dumb idols, of wood and stone, as, alas ! it may be so 
extensively witnessed. 

my beloved lords, what are you doing? Where is the 
sword of righteousness which was given to you, of which you 
boast ? You have to acknowledge that you leave it in the scab- 
bard, and in its stead you have drawn the sword of unrighteous- 
ness. Yes, beloved sirs, things'are so, (God better it,) that the 
prophets cry and call with propriety : Thy princes are rebellious, 
and companions of thieves ; every one loveth gifts, and foUoweth 
after rewards ; they judge not the fatherless, neither does the cause 
of the widow come unto them : therefore saith the Lord of hosts, 
the mighty one of Israel, Ah ! I will ease me of mine adversaries, 
and avenge me of mine enemies. (Isa. 1.) 

Behold, the princes of Israel, every one is wise in thee to their 
power to shed blood. In thee liave they set light by father and 
mother, in the midst of thee they have dealt by oppression with 
the stranger ; in thee they have vexed the fatherless and widow ; 
they are like the devouring wolves to shed blood and destroy 
souls for their avarice sake ; behold, therefore, says the Lord, 
I have smitten my hand at thy dishonest gain which thou hast 
made, and at thy blood which hath been shed in the midst of 
thee. (Ezek. 22.) 

Woe to them that devise iniquity and work evil upon their 
beds ! when the morning is light, they practice it, because it is 
in the power of their hand. And tnev covet fields, and take 
them by violence ; and houses, and take them away : so they 
oppress a man and his house, even a man and his heritage. 
Therefore, thus saith the Lord : Behold against this family do 
I devise an evil, from which ye shall not remove your necks ; 
neither shall ye go haughtily; for this time- is evil. (Micha 2.) 

Hear, O heads of Jacob, and ye princes of the house of Israel ; 
is it not for you to know judgment who hate the good and love 
the evil? You pluck off their skin from off them, and their 
flesh from off their bones ; who also eat the flesh of my peo- 
ple, and flay their skins from off them, and you break their 
bones and chop them in pieces, as for the pot, and as flesh 
within the caldron. Therefore, when you shall call unto the 
Lord, he will not hear, he will even hide his face at that time, 
as you have behaved yourselves ill. (Micha 3.) 

Wo to her that is filthy and polluted to the . oppressing city ! 
she obeyed not the voice; she received not correction; she 
trusted not in the Lord : she drew i^ot near to God. Her princes 
within her are roaring lions ; her judges are evening wolves ; 
they gnaw not the bones till the morrow, her prophets are light 
and treacherous persons ; her priests have polluted the sanctaarY^ 
they have done violence to the law, the j\xs\,laOx^\^'\tL>^^ax3SN§isX» 
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thereof; he will do no iniquity : every morning doth he bring 
his judgment to light, he faileth not; but the unjust. knoweth 
no shame. I have cut off the nations ; their towers are deso- 
late : I laid their streets to waste, that none passeth by. (Zeph. 
3; Hos. 3.) 

There are but few of you, I fear there is scarcely one, who 
seeks the Lord with all their heart, fears, loves, and serves him ; 
therefore, will also the fury of God be poured out upon you like 
water, and the sword of his wrath will come upon you, as may 
be seen daily in many places ; Grod better it. 

To you, says the wise man, power is given of the Lord, and 
sovereignty from the Highest, who shall try your works and 
search out your counsel : because being ministers of his king- 
dom, ye have not judged aright nor kept the law, nor walked 
after the counsel of Grod ; horribly and speedily shall he come 
upon you ; for a sharp judgment shall be to them that are in 
high places. For mercy will soon pardon the meanest: but 
mighty men shall be mightily tormented. For he who is Lord 
over all shall fear no man's person, neither shall he stand 
in awe of any man's greatness : for he hath made the small 
and great, and careth for all alike. But a sore trial shall come 
upon the mighty. (Wis. 6.) 

Therefore, beloved lords, take heed that you rightly execute 
your responsible and dangerous oflBce according to the will of 
God ; since, many of yo«, I fear, until now, alas I thought very 
little on it, and hence it is that anti-christ rises up with his 
wickedness, and Christ is rejected with his righteousness ; lay to 
heart what is written : Keep thee far from a false matter ; and 
the innocent and righteous slay thou not; for I will not justify 
the wicked, says the Lord. (Exod. 22.) 

Here I well know that we have to hear of Munster, of kings, 
of dominions, of polygamy, of sword, of theft, of murder and 
the like abominations and disgrace, which, you always assert, 
result from baptism ; and under this pretext you reprove every 
thing the mouth of the Lord commanded, and what the holy 
apostles taught *and practised, and instead, thereof, you bring 
forth seditious sects and factions, who sanction the call of the 
learned and blood-shedding. 

No, my beloved sirs, it will not acquit you in the day of the 
righteousness of God. I tell vou the truth in Christ ; notice the 
rightly baptized disciples of Christ, (Luke 22) who are baptized 
inwardly with spirit and fire, and externally with water, (Matt. 
10) baptized according to the word of God ; they know of no 
weapons other than patience, hope, quiet, (Isa. 30) and God's 
word, these, says Paul, are the weapons of our warfare, and are 
not carnal bat mighty through God to Ibe puUin^^ down of strong 
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holds; casting down imaginations, and every high thing that 
exalteth itself against the knowledge of God, and bringetn into 
captivity every thought to the obedience of Christ. (2 Cor, 10.) 
Our weapons are not weapons with which cities and countries 
are desolated ; walls and gates broken down and human blood 
shed in torrents like water, but they are weapons with which 
the spiritual kingdom of the devil is destroyed, and the ungodly 
passions are annihilated, and^ the flinty hearts are broken, that 
nave never been sprinkled with the heavenly dew of the holy 
word. We own no other weapons besides, the Lord knows it, 
and should we be torn into a thousand pieces ; and although as 
many false witnesses were to rise up against us, as there are 
spears of grass in the fields, and as numerous as the grains of 
<8and of the sea shore. 

Once more : Christ is our fortress ; patience our defence ; the 
word of God our sword ; and our victorv is a candid, firm un- 
feigned faith in Jesus Christ. We let those take spears and 
swords, who, alas, regard human blood and swine's blood alike. 
He that is wise let him judge what I mean. (Luke 11 ; Heb. 4; 
Eph. 6 ; 1 John 5.) 

We do acknowledge, beloved sirs, that some of the false 
prophets were baptized externally in appearance, with us, with 
the same baptism ; even as thieves, muraerers, highway robbers, 
sorcerers and the like, were baptized with you ; but they were 
not of us ; for had they been of us, as John says, they would no 
doubt have continued with us. 

Christ says : False prophets and false Christ's will arise, and 
do great signs and wonders, and if it were possible, would de- 
ceive the very elect. Behold, I have told you before. (Matt. 24.) 

His warning of Christ was not given to. the ungodly, obdu- 
rate despisers for they are already entangled in the snares of 
unrighteousness, but is given to the contrite of heart and to 
the willing souls, so that they might learn to know the spir- 
itusJ, and sufifer themselves not to be led into error ; for the 
. devil, says Peter, goes about, seeking the righteous, as a roar- 
ing Uon seeking whom he may devour. (1 Pet; 5.) 

The craftiness and artifice of the devil, who assumes the 
appearance of an angel of light, are not known by some, there- 
fore, have so many stumbled and erred, and were alas, led into 
crooked paths by the deceivers : (Rev. 2 ; 2 Cor. 11) but this 
was not through baptism ; for the elementary water can neither 
teach, nor pervert, but it was done through false prophets, of 
which, I say, we have been so faithfully warned by the Lords' 
own mouth. 

Beloved sirs, fear God, jud^e rightly ; the truth of God can 
never be changed into sedaction and ertot, t\vtQivx^\)^^\\^'^ ^'^ 
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the devil. But the word of our God shall stand forever. (Isa. 
40; 1 Pet. 1.) 

Should the devout angels be unjustly judged, for the sake of 
Lucifer's arrogance and be punished with his punishment : 
or should all the apostles be traitors, for Judas' sake ? By no 
means. Every one shall bear his own burden. The son shall 
not bear the iniquity of the father^ neither shall the father bear 
the iniquity of the son. The soul that sinneth it shall die. 
(Ezek. 18.) 

Should we reproach the doctrine of Christ and his apostles, 
because the father of lies has resuscitated, in the name of Christ, 
the practice of circumcision as essential to salvation. That the 
dead will not rise in the day of judgment ? (1 Cor. 16.) 

That Philetus and Hymenius asserted tnat the resurrection 
of the dead has already taken place ? (2 Tim. 2.) That some pre- 
tended that the great day of the Lord was at hand ? (2 Th. 2. ) 

How could the apostle help it, that the Nicolatians had their 
wives common, as Eusebias relates ? 

That the Ebionites denied the deity of Christ, and taught that 
Christ began only to exist in Mary. 

And that the Cforinthians maintained, that the world was cre- 
ated by angels ; that Christ was no more than a mere man, 
and had not yet risen, but is to rise with us in future, and that 
he would reign one thousand years in the flesh with his saints ? 

AH these sects arose in the days of the apostles, nevertheless 
the gospel of Christ remained the true gospel, the doctrines of 
the apostles the true doctrine. 

The scriptures say that we are to flee and avoid such leaders 
of sects and heretics ; and we hope to obey willingly the in- 
junction all the days of our lives. (Kom. 16 ; 2 Tim. 2 ; Tit. 3 ; 
2 John 1.) 

Therefore, m^ beloved sirs, do pass an impartial and rational 
judgment in this matter, as before God, who will judge vou in the 
great day ; this we ask of you for Jesus' sake ; for we seek nothing 
else upon earth, (the Lord knows,) than the true ground of the 
truth, the praise «f Christ, the obedience of his word, and that 
with a good conscience, as we testify to the whole world, with 
our writings, word, possessions, blood, life and death. 

We also write the truth in Christ and lie not, that we ac- 
knowledge spiritually no king, neither in heaven above nor upon 
earth beneath, than the only, eternal and true king spiritual 
David, Christ Jesus, who is Lord of lords. King of kings. 
(Ps. 2. 47 ; Isa. 33 ; Jer. 53 ; Zach. 9 ; Matt. 21 ; John 12 ; 
I Cor. 2; Heb. 7; Rev. 17, 19.) 

And if there is one who will declare himself king in the 
kjDgdom and dominion of Christ, as did John Yon Leyden, of 
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Mnoster, he shall Dot go nDpanished with Adonai, (1 King 1,) 
for the trae Solomon, Christ Jesas himself, must possess the 
kingdom, and sit eternally upon the throne of David. (1 Sam. 7; 
1 King 8 ; Ps. 89 ; Isa. 9 ; Luke 1.) 

But, according to the flesh, we teach and exhort to be obe- 
dient to the emperor, king, lords and princes, yea, to all in 
power, in all their transactions and civil regulations, so far as 
they are not contrary to the word of God. (Matt. 17, 22 ; Bom. 
13; ITim. 2; Tit. 3; I Pet. 2.) 

We teach and confess that we know of no sword, nor com- 
motion in Christ's kingdom or church, other than the sharp 
sword of the spirit, God's word (as is abundantly shown in our 
writings,) which is sharper and more piercing than any two- 
edged sword, and it proceeds from the mouth of the Lord, 
(Rev. 1, 2, 19,) whereby we make the father mutinous against 
the son, and the son against the father, the mother against the 
daughter, and the daughter against the mother, and daughter- 
in-law against the mother-in-law. (Matt. 10.) But the sword of 
worldly policy we leave it to those to whom is committed. 
(Rom. 13 ; 1 Pet. 2.) Let every one be careful and not take 
the sword, lest he shall perish with the sword. (Gen. 9 ; 
Matt. 26.) 

We acknowledge, teach, and approve of no other matrimony 
than that one, which Christ and his apostles publiclv and plainly 
taught in the New Testament, namely, one man and one woman, 
(Matt. 19 ; Mark 10 ; Eph. 5,) and that they may not be divorced 
except in case of adultery, (Matt. 5 ; Mark 10,) for the two ^re 
one flesh, (Gen. 2; Mark 19; Matt. 10; Eph. 5;) and if the 
unbelieving depart, a sister or brother is not under bondage in 
that case. (1 Cor. 7.) 

We acknowledge, teach and seek no kingdom other than 
the kingdom of Christ, which shall and are for ever, in which 
there are no pomp, splendor, ^old, silver, meat and drink, but 
righteousness, peace and joy in the Holy Ghost ; (Rom. 14,) 
for we confess with Christ, that our kingdom is not of this world, 
we brought nothing into this world, therefore,, it is evident we 
can not take any thing out of it, as the scriptures say. (James 
1 ; 1 Tim. 6.) « 

We know of no murdering, much less do we teach or permit 
it ; for we truly believe that a murderer has neither lot nor part 
in the kingdom of heaven. (Rom. 1 ; Gal. 5 ; John 3 ; Rev. 21, 
22.) beloved sirs, how should we'desire the blood of any man, 
since we have to die daily for man's sake ? And the Lord who 
created us knows that we seek nothing, but that we might 
instruct, and be a pattern to, all the world, with our doctrine, 
life, blood and death, that they might xftfL^^^., Q\i^^tN^,^:«^^'is^% 
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repent and be saved, for this is the nature of pure love to pray 
for persecutors, to render good for evil, to love the enemy, to 
heap coals of fire upon the head ; and let him avenge who 
judges rightly. (Deut. 32 ; Prov. 25; Heb. 10; Rom. 12; Matt. 
6 ; 1 Cor. 13.) 

We know of no theft, much less do we teach or permit it, but 
we are ready before God and man, with all our hearts, to com- 
municate our own possessions, and all we have, however little 
it may be, and in addition thereto our sweat and labor, to meet 
the necessities of the poor, as the Lord's spirit and word, 
an^true brotherly love teach us, (Deut. 15; Isa. 58; Job 4; 
Matt. 5 ; Luke 6 ; Rom, 12 ; Gal. 6 ; Eph. 4 ; Col. 3 ; Heb. 13 ; 
2 Pet. 1 : 2 John 3, 4,^,) and we well know that theft is ex- 
pressly forbidden in the scriptures, (Bxod. 20 ; Deut. 5 ; Rom. 
13 ; Eph. 4;) and that theft is to be punished by death accord- 
ing to the laws of the land, and with eternal death according to 
the word of God, if not repented of. (1 Cor. 6.) 

The almighty merciful Lord will undoubtedly keep and pre- 
serve, by his paternal grace, spirit and power, inoffensive to the 
end of the world, all the pious and god-fearing who acknowledge 
him, and are sincere, from all such terrible errors and ungodly 
abominations. 

And should it be the case, that one of those be found among 
us who use violence, (which is quite unknown to me,) and would 
do that which is from the devil, my beloved sirs, know you that 
such an one was not of us from the beginning, and will eternally 
bet Dot of us, except he be thoroughly converted, repent sin- 
cerely, and become one with the spirit, doctrine and example of 
Ohrist, as the scriptures teach. May the gracious Lord grant 
that they may awaken, overcome their drowsiness, learn to 
know their works, see their nakedness, and be extricated from 
the snares of the devil, by which the poor miserable people are 
80 lamentably led captive at his will. 

Therefore, beloved lords, beware that you be not in your 
belief, like the abandoned and senseless in judgment, who persist 
without an^ knowledge of the matter, in their own opinion and 
wantonness^ like irrational creatures, upbraid the good, and praise 
the evil, persecute and condemn what they understand not. 
Again, I say, be not like those blood-thirsty, raging and malicious 
men ; but do examine the scriptures with quaking, (1 King 3.) 
pray with Solomon, for wisdom, look to the spiriti word, doings 
and example of Christ, and pass an impartial righteous sentence, 
according to the truth, as it is enjoined upon, and commanded 
to all the princes and judges in the scriptures, as is heard. 
^Exod. 13, 23 ; Deut. 4, 17 : 2 Chron. 19 ; Jer. 22 ; Rom. 13.) 

O beloved sira, do take heed. If our faith, doctrine, sacra- 
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nients, transactions and doings are not of God, as we are every 
where slandered, then are we the most miserable of all men 
upon earth ; if whilst we are to be every one's deceiver, heretic, 
ana-baptist, knave, footstool and prey ; and have to endure the 
stocks, gallows, wheels, sword, fire, water, and all manner of 
misery ; and our poor souls must nevertheless be the property 
of* the devil, and brands of hell, although in our weakness we 
80 cordially seek the Lord, and are so sincere, as may be seen. 
no I my beloved sirs, no; the spirit, doctrine and life of 
Christ will not deceive us ; for his word is truth, and his com- 
mands eternal life. (John 17 ; John 13 ) God's promises 
stand sure and immovable ; and they will not fail to be pious. 
(2 Tim. 2.) 

Therefore, we pray and admonish you, yea, we counsel and 
desire you that you would contrast our seeking with your seek- 
ing ; our spirit with your spirit ; our doctrine with the doctrine 
of the learned ; our conduct with your conduct ; our poverty 
with your riches ; our rejection and reproach with your seeking 
of honor; our affliction and. tribulation with your voluptuous- 
ness and luxurious living; our patience with your tyranny; 
our hard bonds and reproachful death, with your ungracious 
raging, unmerciful implacableness. I speak of the guilty, if 
you should then find that your doctrine, faith, life, seeking and 
doings are more in accordance with the spirit, word and life of 
the Lord, and are better than ours, then instruct us with a 
paternal spirit, we will willing hear it, and be obedient, for we 
do desire to obey the truth till death. 

But if you can not reprove us by the scriptures, and see that 
ours is the better, it would then be heathenish, ungodly and 
tyrannical, to force us out of life unto death, thrust us from 
heaven into hell, this you have to acknowledge and confess. 
But, I am afraid, so much discretion will not be manifested to 
US-ward as that the matter be weighed in the balance of the 
holy word, and determined by the plummet of Christ. But the 
priest's upbraiding, betraying and rising up, and ypur unmerci- 
ful edicts must be our books, and your avengers, beadles, im- 
prisonment, rack, wafer, stocks, fire and sword, God, must be 
our instructions, which we, grieved ^children have to hear in 
many places, and finally have to pay them with our possession 
and blood. But how this agrees with Christ's spirit, doctrine 
and life, and with Christian discretion, my beloved sirs, may 
reflect a little more upon. We well know that all bloody 
preachers who teach and advise such things, and all the rulers 
who practise and uphold the same, are not the disciples of 
Christ ; the hour in which you have to render accounts^ ^K^.^^. 
you have to depart this life, wiU teaeVv ^o\3l >}Ksa. VroJOsv, 'SN. ^"^scw 
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never be, says Cyprian, that such lion-like fury and lupine 
ferocity should dwell in the heart of a Christian. how good 
it would be for some of you — yea, how good it would be if you 
had never been born ; for there are so many of you who neither 
regard law nor gospel, heaven nor hell, God nor devil ; but the 
the evil flesh will follow its propensity. 

Think you, beloved sirs, that the Almighty God and Lord, 
who holds the heavens and the earth in the hollow of his hand, 
who slays and makes alive, (Isa. 40; 1 Sam. 2) the ruling Lord 
over all, who upholds all by the word of his power — who creates 
and destroys, (Heb. 2) the consuming fire, before whose pre- 
sence the hills melted like wax, (Ps. 97 ; Wis. 6^ that h^ will 
vield and give away to sensual minds and earthly nearts ? No ! 
before him the great and small are alike ; the rich and the poor; 
the strong and the weak ; the learned and unlearned ; the wise 
and the foolish, are all alike. He is no respector of persons, 
(Dent. 10 ; 2 Chron. 19) all who fear him not, and conform not 
to his counsel, doctrine, spirit and example, be he emperor or 
king, doctor or licentiate, he must suffer eternal punishment 
and be under his judgment and fury. (Rom. 2 ; Gal. 2.) 

Beloved sirs, fear God, do right, learn wisdom and truth, 
cleanse your hands, which are wet and imbrued in innocent** 
blood, and reflect how the righteous God will punish in due 
time, all unrighteousness, malice and violence ; and how severelv 
he ever did, and will avenge and require the innocent blood, 
torture and death of his saints, of those blood-thirsty tyrants. 

The blood-thirstv Cain had to be an accursed vagabond and 
exile in the land all the days of his life, because he so miserably 
murdered his innocent brother Abel. (Gen. 4.) 

The unmerciful arrogant murderer, Pharoah, with his whole 
host, was destroyed in the Bed sea, bv the righteous judgment 
of God, (Exod. 14,) on account of his tyranny and cruelty, 
which he exercised towards the children of Jacob, God's people. 
(Exod. 1, 5.) 

Joas was slain by his own servants to avenge the innocent 
blood of Zachariah, whom he slew between the temple and the 
altar. (2 Kings 12 ; 2 Chron. 24.) 

Mannassah was led captive on account of his great abomi- 
nation and idolatry which he practiced ; and on account of the 
innocent blood with which he filled Jerusalem. (2 Kings 21 ; 
2 Chron. 33.) 

Ahab was shot through with an arrow, and his blood was 

licked up by the dogs at the waters of Samaria, (1 Kings 21,) 

and his wife Jezebel was thrust out of the window, and was 

trodden under foot of horses, and her flesh was eaten of dogs, 

{2 Kings 9,) to panish her for her ungodly deed and the blood 
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of Naboth, accordiDg to the word of the Lord, which he spake 
by Elijah, the Tishbite. (1 King 21.) 

Senacherib had to leave Jerudalem with disgrace, on account 
of his slanderously pompous words, by which he blasphemed 
the Most High. The angel of the Lord slew, in one night, one 
handred and eighty-five thoasand men, in his camp, and he was 
thrust through with the sword of his own children, in the temple 
of his idol, Nisroch. (Isa. 36, 37 ; 2 Kings 10.) 

Nebbuchadnezzar, for his pride's sake, was rejected of the 
people, for the space of seven times, was made like the irra- 
tional creatures, he ate grass like oxen, his body was wet with 
the dew of heaven, till his hairs were grown like eagle's feathers, 
and his nails like bird's claws. (Dan. 4.) 

Belshazzar caroused with his mighty men, princes, wives and 
concubines ; they were merry, drank out of the holy vessels 
which Nebbuchadnezzar, his father, had plundered out of the 
temple at Jerusalem ; and being in full glee, and praising their 
gods and idols of silver, iron and earth, the impenitent and 
obdurate tyrant was punished of God without mercy, that he at 
even, was deprived of his dominion and nation, body and life. 
(Dan. 5.) 

Antiochus, the Great, a king and prince of all wickedness, a 
tyrant of tyrants was punished of God with such a plague, that 
worms crept from his bowels when yet alive, and pieces of flesh 
fell from his body, and the stench was so intolerable, that no 
one could endure it, yea, he himself could not abide his own 
smell. God's righteous fury laid hold upon this ungodly, mis- 
creant, and he had thus, under unheard of pain and sufferings, 
to end his proud, blood-thirsty, unrighteous life, and depart tnis 
world. (2 Mace. 9.) 

Herod, dressed in his ro^al attire and decorated, sat upon his 
throne, through the flattering applause of his people, on account 
of his eloquence and wisdom, exalted himself against God, in 
his heart, and in that very hour he was smitten of the angel of 
the Lord, and was eaten of worms. (Acts 12) and, according 
to Eusebius's writings, departed this life in such a way that all 
the proud, haughty tyrants may look at themselves in Herod's 
case, as in a mirror, and fear. 

In short, as it happened to Pilate, Nero, Domitian, Maxi- 
minius, Diocletian, and generally all malicious, blood-thirsty 
tyrants, and what kind of a death they generally died, who rose 
up against Christ and his saints, may 1^ read both in sacred and 
profane history. 

What kind of death and with what conscience some of these 
blood-thirsty of our day, departed this life, W^\^q\. x^^Mvs.'^kVs^ 
certain reasoDs; yet I will say so mucYi, \.\kaX ^^VCtist ^xsv-^^x^t 
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nor edicts, npon which they relied all the days of their lives, 
could quiet tnem in the hour of their death, but ofttimes were 
very much concerned, with a sighing heart, and with lamenta- 
tions, painfully bewailed the innocent blood, which they shed iu 
the emperor's name, and said : ' we poor miserable men, what 
shall we now do ? 

O God what counsel ? Beloved sirs, what counsel ? How 
will your poor souls fare, in the day, in which the heavens shall 
pass away with a great noise and the elements shall melt with 
fervent heat ? (2 Pet. 3) the earth also, and the works that are 
therein shall be burnt up ? when we have all to appear before 
the judgment seat, and stand before the impartial judge? when 
every one shall receive according to his works ? (Rom. 2, 14 ; 2 
Cor. 5,) iie that keepeth Israel shall neither slumber nor sleep, 
(Ps. 121.) For yet a little while, and he that shall come will 
come, and will not tarry, (Heb. 10.) 

Therefore, desist from touching the apple of the Lord's eye ; 
for he that touches his saints, touches the apple of his eye, 

iZach. 2.) Shudder and be afraid for your own souls, which 
lave to suffer death eternally in the torments of hell, if you do 
not turn with all your heart to the Lord, and no longer shed 
the blood of the innocent ; for the daily call to him ; How long, 
Lord, holy and true, dost thou not judge and avenge our 
blood on them that dwell upon the earth ? (Kev. 6,) they call, I 
say, and their cries are entered into the ears of the Lord of 
Sabaoth, (James 5,) avenging he will avenge, and the blood of 
his servants he will require at your hands. 

Do not excuse yourselves, you beloved sirs, and judges, and 
say, that you are the servants of the emperor ; this will not 
acquit you in the day of vengeance. It availed Pilate nothing 
that he crucified Christ in the name of the emperor, for, instead 
of serving the eipperor, as he thought, to retain his life ; honor, 
and glory, he thereby only incurred the displeasure of the em- 
peror, and lost all, and slew himself with his own hand, according 
to historians, as a warning to others. Then serve the emperor 
in imperial things, so far as the scriptures allow them, and are 
not contrary to God and his word ; and serve God in divine 
things ; then you may comfort yourselves with his grace. 

Do not interfere with the right and kingdom of Christ ; for 
he alone is the ruler of the conscience, and beside him there is 
none other, (Isa. 45,) let him be your emperor, and his holy 
word your edict, in this matter ; and you will soon be satiated 
with raging and murder* if not, then you are the judges of 
whom it is written in Micah: They all lie in wait for blood; 
thej hunt every man his brother with a net. That they may 
do evil with both baada earnestly, the prince asketh, and the 
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jadge asketb for a reward ; and the great man he nttereth his 
. mischievous desire : so they wrap it up. The best of them is a 
brier ; the most upright is sharper than a thorn hedge ; the day 
of thy watchmen and thy visitation cometh ; now shall be their 
perplexity, (Micha. 7.) 

Therefore, fight no longer against the lamb and his chosen, 
it will be hard for you to kick against the pricks. (Acts 9.) 

But you will, with all scoffers, say in your ^arts : when is the 
promise of his coming? (2 Pet. 3.) bflbved sirs, do pay 
attention, we have known so many who madias ostentatious 
display as you, in silk and velvet, with gold and silver, and sat 
in exalted seats, and passed sentence upon innocent blood, but 
now they are no more ; we enquire for their places, and they are 
not to be found. 

The day will usher in as lightning, and the hour shall come 
upon them like a tempest ; beware and reform. We see the tree 
bud, that the summer is nigh at hand, and our Redeemer is 
hastening, who redeems all the troubled souls from their afflic- 
tions, and he will recompence all proud scoffers according to 
their demerits. (Luke 21.) 

Yea, the day is coming, and is not far off, when the righteous 
shall stand in great boldness before the face of such as have 
afflicted him, and made no account of his labors ; when they see 
it, they shall be troubled with terrible fear, and shall be amazed 
at the strangeness of his salvation, so far beyond all they looked 
for — and they repenting and groaning for anguish of spirit shall 
say within themselves : This was he, whom we had sometime in 
derision, and a proverb of reproach ; we fools accounted his life as 
madness, and his end as ¥ritbout honor; how is he numbered 
among the children of God, and his lot is among the saints ! 
Therefore, have we erred from the way of truth, and the light 
of righteousness hath not shined unto us, and the sun of 
righteousness arose not upon us. We wearied ourselves in 
the way of wickedness and destruction; yea, we have gone 
through deserts, where there lay no way ; but as for the way of 
the Lord, we have not known it, what hath pride profited us ? 
or what good hath riches with our vaunting brought us ? All 
those things are passed away like a shadow, and as a post that 
hasteth by. (Wis. 6.). 

Then will the righteous tntolerable judgment pass upon all 
who know not God, and that obey not the gospel of our Lord 
Jesus Christ, who shall be punished with everlasting destruction 
from the presence of the Lord and from the glory of his power, 
when he shall come to be glorified in his saints, and to be adored 
by all them that believe, (Thes. 1,) the wicked will hew:*. De- 
part from me ye cursedf into the fire prepared Jot tlVve, d.«wX. 
and his angels. (Matt. 25.) 
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Then shall your laughing be changed into weeping, your joy 
into sorrow, your sumptuous lives into death, your sensual plea- 
sures into eternal woe, your pride into dust and worms, your 
power into suffering, your pomp into stench, and your malicious, 
cruel and unmerciful tyranny be retributed with unquenchable 
hell-fire. (Luke 6 ; James 5.) 

My beloved sirs, with him nothing will be concealed and for- 
gotten, lie is the Judge that searches the hearts and tries the 
reins, who penetrtPes the heights of heaven and the depth of 
the abyss, and ^ length of the earth, (Ps. 7 ; Jer. 17; Kom. 
8,) who will not' only judge and punish evil works, and every 
idle word, but also every unclean, sensual thought. (2 Cor. 5 ; 
Matt. 12; Isa. 66.) 

dear Bord ! Lord of lords ! where then will be the em- 
peror and his ediicts — the false prophets, and their deceiving 
doctrine ? Then they will howl and weep, and cry in anguish of 
soul : ye mountains fall upon us, ye rocks hide us from t-he 
presence of him that sitteth upon the throne, and from the wrath 
of the Lamb. Then, there you will see, that.it was nought but 
lies and wind with which vou comforted yourselves, as said. 
(Acts 6 ; Ps. 94 ; Heb. 3, 4, 10.) 

Beloved lords, awaken ! It is yet to-day : do not boast your- 
selves, because you are of royal family, and are called gracious 
lords, for it is but smoke, dust and pride ; but boast and rejoice 
when you are born of God, when you become a chosen genera- 
tion, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, a peculiar people ; that 
you should show forth the praises of him who called you out of 
darkness into his marvellous light. (1 Pet. 2.) 

Boast not that you are mighty upon earth, and have great 
power, but boast that you rule your land in the true fear of 
God, with virtue, wisdom and righteousness, to the praise of the 
Lord. 

Boast not that you can conquer and subdue lords, princes, 
cities and countries ; but boast if you subdue your earthly mind 
and can overcome sensual temptations by the power of faith, 
and die to ungodliness, and thus triumph through Christ, and 
be taken in the kingdom of glory, with all the pious soldiers of 
God, and that you may receive the promised crown at the hand 
of the Lord, then you will not only be needy and perishable 
lords and kings, according to the flesh, but eternal, spiritual 
kings, such as the prince, and the prince of kings, loves and 
washed them from sin by his blood, and made them kings and 
priests to God and his Father. (Rev. 1 ; 1 Pet. 2.) Such rci^ii 
and conquer with all the childrt;n of God, the world, fle^h, 
blood, sin, death, devil, false doctrine, and the infernal gates ; 
thejr rejoice Dot because their names are enrolled in the register 
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of the kings of this world ; but they rejoice when their names 
are written in the book of life, in heaven. (Luke 10.) 

yon high-renowned lords and princes, that you would in 
all love and meekness receive this simple, ylain, true instruction 
of your poor servant, and not despise it, whereby I have so 
fully, and with a good heart, admonished all your worthy high- 
nesses. 

Look not upon my small person or to my little understanding, 
but look to Christ's spirit, word and example, which I have 
recommended and taught in sincerity of heart to you and to all 
men, according to my weak abilities. 

Do heartily repent, so that you may stand before God ; wail 
and weep with David ; put on sackcloth and ashes, (2 Sam. 12 ; 
l^s. 61,) humble yourselves with the king of Ninevah; confess 
your faults with Manassah, (Jonah 3 ; 2 Chron. 33 ;) die unto 
your ambitious flesh and pride ; fear the Lord, your God, with 
all your powers ; deal honestly in the things entrusted and com- 
manded you ; seek the kingdom and country that will endure 
forever; and reflect that you, however highly esteemed, are 
only pilgrims upon earth and sojourners and strangers, as well 
as all other men, (Heb. 11,) even as we have abundantly heard 
and perceived. 

Obey, believe, fear, love, serve and follow your Lord and 
Savior, Jesus Christ, for he it is before whom every knee shall 
bow : he is God's eternal word, wisdom, truth and Son, (John 
1. Rev. 19 ; Phil. 2; Luke 11 ; John 14.) Seek his honor and 
praise in all your thoughts, words and actions, and you shall 
reign in eternity. (Wis. 6.) 
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Herewith I will leave all the lords and princes, with all the 
magistracy and rulers, and those sent by them, in the hands of 
the liQrds and address myself to you, you learned, you, who 
think that you have the keys of heaven, (Luke 11 ; Bom. 2,) and 
are the eyes and the light of the people, I will speak with you, 
as with those whose salvation I seek with all my heart, because 
I see with open eyes, that both you and your disciples run vol- 
untarily into the eternal destruction of your souls, and never- 
theless boast yourselves nothing less than that you are the sent 
teachers, and your church is the church of Christ ; and would 
have you all, one with another, Romans, Lutherans and Znin- 
glians, admonished faithfully and in brothevl^ Vi^*^, ^^x\yi^\\v\»s5i 
the following articles : 

12 
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That yon would notice, in the first place, that your ministry 
and services are not of God and his word, but are from the bot- 
tomless pit, (Bev. 9,) for it is evident that you blaspheme and 
persecute Christ's word, ordinances and commands, and teach 
and enforce anti-christ's word, ordinances and commands ; that 
you profane God's temple, you build up and honor temples of 
stone, break the living images in which the spirit of God dwells, 
and make and dress up images of gold, silver and wood : that 
you hate a pious, blameless life, and you encourage and defend 
by your dissolute examples, a disorderly, frantic life of the flesh. 
Say, my beloved sirs, where is there a single letter in the scrip- 
tures concerning all your doings and divine services, such as of 
masses, infant baptism, auricular confession, &c? Is not, in 
truth, the greater part of what you do and transact, all decep- 
tion, hypocrisy, blasphemy, abomination and idolatry? Whence 
are your offices and services, and of whom are they ? I advise 
you, in true love, that you would reflect, with the scriptures, in 
the true fear of God, upon these things. \ 

Secondly. Do reflect what is required of you in this your ser- 
vice and office. You and I, heretofore, stood in the same call, 
office and service ; I candidly confess that in all my studies, 
from my youth on, in preaching and singing, I sought only a 
vain, lazy, good living, praise and favor of men, yea, gluttony, 
till the gracious and great Lord bestowed me the gift of his 
spirit, and opened my understanding, that I acknowledged with 
tne preacher Solomon, that all my seeking, life and doings were 
vanity, and that the end thereof was certain death and hell. 

But that you continue so to seek is too palpable to be denied. 
For if there were no prebends and cloisters, but few preachers, 
priests and monks would be fou>fid. This I certainly know. But 
as long as those exist, the world shall never be in want of de- 
ceivers and hypocrites. 

Say, beloved, what else is your whole seeking and doing, than 
world, camalitv, gluttony, and a voluptuous life? Who can 
scrutinize and fully describe your earthly mind and sensual life ? 
Some of you make an ostentatious display in ermine, in silk and 
velvet, others live in full revelry, others are avaricious and hoard 
up, some deflower virgins and maids, others deflle and pollute 
tneir neighbor's bed, others chastity is like that of Sodoms, all 
your doctrine is deceiving, your sacraments are enchanting, 
your piety is principally ungodliness, and your divine service is 
an open abomination and idolatry; some of yod neither fear 
God nor the devil ; God's name you blaspheme, his holy word 
you falsify, his children and servants you persecute, and, in 
rehance upon his grace, you do all manner of evil ; if you can 
onljrJead a life free from care, and enjoy fine Umes, then all is 
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well done. Say, beloved, is it not so ? Worthy men, is it not so ? 
This is your chief seeking and striving, among great and small 
— this you mast acknowledge and confess ; for the fruit is mani- 
fest to all the world, and it cannot be any longer concealed. 

men 1 do beware ! If any one could enter into life, on this 
broad way which you teach, and in which you walk, and keep 
his soul in God, who would not lament and say, that the pro-* 
phets, the apostles, and all the witnesses of God, and iJso 
Christ Jesus himself, did not act wisely and prudently, and that 
they have not done rightly towards us, that they passed their 
lives with so much anguish, suffering, tribulation and pain in 
this grievous vale of tears, and directed us, miserable, weak 
children into such a way. 

no, my beloved, no ; truth will eternally be truth ; if you 
are not converted to a better and christian mind, (John 3 ; 
Bom. 8 ; Luke 11 ;) if you die not to your deceiving, and also 
to your vain flesh and avaricious life,*repent, and become in 
your dispositions like innocent little children, you cannot enter 
the kingdom of heaven : For to be carnally minded, says Paul, 
is death. (Eom. 8.) 

Teach, call, hope, boast in any way you choose, if you think to 
be saved, you must walk in the ways of the Lord, hear his word, 
and be obedient thereto ; for nothing avails in heaven and upon 
earth, whereby you can be saved, neither baptism nor the Lord's 
supper, neither eloquence nor erudition, neither councils nor 
long standing usages, neither emperors nor edicts, neither Ghrist 
with his grace, merits, blood and death, if We are not born of 
God, (understand it right, those who have ears to hear, and 
minds to understand,) believe his word with all the heart, walk 
in the light, do right, as John says : This, then, is the message 
which we have heard of him, and declare unto you, that God is 
light, and in him is no darkness at all : if we say that we have 
fellowship with him, and walk in darkness, we lie, and do not the 
truth : but if we walk in the light, as he is in the light, we have 
fellowship one with another, and the blood of Jesus Christ, his 
Son, cleanse th us from all sin. (1 John 1.) 

transgressors, transgressors, examine your hearts, give heed 
to my words and learn wisdom, you who live in voluptuousness 
and sit at ease, who say in your hearts : It is we, besides us 
there is none other ; what we command must and shall be heard, 
and what we speak must be valid upon earth ; we cannot go 
astray in the scriptures, and in counsel we cannot err, and we 
can teach nothing unlawful. Ah ! alas 1 your great boasting, 
your wisdom deceives you; return, your path is slippery, and 
your way leads to the abyss of hell. 

Worthy men, do Jearn to know ^\i%.\, QrO^* q^\i^\A ^\.««is«^ 
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Son, Christ Jesus, songht upon earth, what he taught, and what 
pattern he left you ; his seeking was his father's praise, and the 
salvation of our poor souls : his doctrine was his father's word, 
and his precedence a sure way to the kingdom of God. Who 
being in the form of God, says Paul, thought it not robbery to 
be equal with God, but he made himself of no reputation, and 
took upon him the form of a servant, and was made in the like- 
ness of men, came poor and miserable into this grievous world ; 
he had no room in the inn when he was born ; (Luke 9,) he had 
not a pillow in the days of his ministry wheron to lay his head ; 
nor in his death had he wherewith to quench his thirst, (Matt. 
27,) although it is he through whom the almighty, all-bountiful 
Father grants to all his created beings, residence, clothing, meat 
and drink, as Paul says : For ye knew the grace of our Lord 
Jesus Christ, that though he was rich, yet for your sakes he 
became poor, that ye through his poverty might become rich. 
(2 Cor. 8.) 

If you have any fear of God, and would not lead your owp and 
the souls of your poor people wilfully to death, then contrast 
your seeking with Christ's, your doctrine with the doctrine of 
Christ, your spirit with Christ's spirit, and your life with the life 
of Christ, then you will and can truly find whether you are in or 
out of Christ, who is your God, what Lord you serve, and of 
whose spirit and kingdom you are. 

Thirdly. Observe what fruits and usefulness your office and 
services bring forth ; for what is your doctrine other than a use- 
less, feeble sowing in the wind, which has neither spirit nor 
power ; your sacraments are encouragement to the impenitent, 
and your lives are examples of wickedness. Where are the 
avaricious whom you have meliorated — the drunkards you made 
temperate — the polluted yon have made pure — the haughty 
whom you have humbled ? How will you teach others and you, 
yourselves, are untaught, and beget Christ an acceptable church, 
(James 2,) and you, yourselves, are yet anti-christ's servants, 
and the children of Belial ? You must confess, therefore, and 
vour disciples, both high and low, men and women, are all dead 
bodies, and have not God's spirit ; for with you we do not find 
contrite hearts, true knowledfre of Christ, true love, an earnest 
desire after the kingdom of God, dying to earthly things, true 
humility, righteousness, friendliness, mercy, chastity, obedience, 
wisdom, truth and peace ; but by all means, hatred, envy, ob- 
durate, malicious, furious hearts, an aversion and despising of 
the divine word, lur^t and love of this world, haughtiness, pride, 
pomp, lies, knavery, disgrace, adultery, whoredom, robbery, 
horning, slaying, cursing, swearing, and all manner of malice. 
Behold, foa withered trees, (Jade I,) and careless shepherds, 
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these are the fruits yon bring forth and bear, and the sheep you 
pasture, these are the charches and disciples you comfort with 
the Lord's blood, preach to them grace and peace, and to whom 
you dispense baptism and the Lord's supper. If I write not the 
truth, reprove me. 

beloved sirs, so entirely have you lost every christian 
virtue, understanding, and light, and the scriptures, and held 
captive in ungodliness under the power of hell, the poor, igno- 
rant people — ^whole kingdoms, cities and countries, yea, the 
whole wide world, and that God ! for such small hire, namely, 
for hands full of barley and pieces of bread, as the prophet says. 
I that these things were not true ; clear is sunshine, but 
clearer is the truth which I write. 

And this is not enough for you, you men, that yoa so 
miserably deceive the poor wretched souls, and besides this, yoa 
also rebuke, defame, belie, and betray all those who seek and 
fear God with all their hearts and rebuke all unrighteousness 
with doctrine and life, and so willingly walk in Christ. Yoa 
deprive them of their possessions and lives that yoa may enjoy 
great honor among the people, and be not evil spoken of in your 
doings, that you be not hindered in your ungodly and unlawfal 
gain, be at ease to the end of your days. 

how rightly you are depicted by the wisdom of God, which 
says : Wo unto you, scribes and pharisees, hypocrites, for ye 
shut up the kingdom of heaven against men : for ye neither go 
in yourselves, (take notice,) neither suffer ye them that are 
entering to go in. 

What I think, I write, and dissemble not. I fear, worthy sin, 
that there are many of you so ungodly, and are so far bent upon 
unlawful gain, indolent life, and the praise of men, that you 
would rather see all the god-fearing put to the stake, than lose 
a guilder of your rents, or to hear a harsh word from the magis- 
tracy, for truth's sake. 

you, with wanton looks, when will you be ashamed ? Yoa 
diamonds I when will you be softened, and you Moors, when will 
yoa be washed white ? I think never more ; for how can yoa 
do any thing good, because you have learned evil, and are used 
to it from your infancy ? ( Jer. 3 ; Zach 7 ; John 13.) 

Alas 1 my soul must for your sake, be grieved and has pain- 
fully to lament that you err so lamentably, and besides, cover 
all your disgrace under Christ's word and name, and do not 
observe, you men, that you, together with all the false pro- 
phets, are promised in the scriptures, and threatened by the 
spirit of the Lord, every where with nothing but punishment, 
wrath, damnation and blackness of darkue&&, \.\i<& 4L<^\si\\2L%\^)^^ 
and eternal gnaabiog of teeth, wee\>wg, ^«a\\xv^ ^xi^ ^^^'O^v. 

12* 
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The hoQF is near at band when we shall and mnst hear : give 
an account, &c. (Rom. 1 ; 1 Cor. 6 ; Gal. 5 ; 2 Pet. 2 ; Jude 1 ; 
Rev. 21, 22 ; Luke 26.) Alas, would it then be due to us, when 
the day is at hand, to walk a thousand years on burning coals 
and in red hot gauntlets, (flames.) then we might even rejoice 
and be of good ch^er ; but now it is hidden from your eyes, 
through your haughtiness, avarice and momentary luxury. 
(Luke 19.) 

Perhaps I should be smitten on the cheek by some of you, 
and with Micah must hear of Zedekiah. Which way went the 
spirit of the Lord from me to speak unto thee ? (2 Chron. 18.) 
my beloved, fear God and understand the truth. You direct 
the poor dissolute souls to the subtlety and philosophy of the 
learned, to the many councils, to customs and usages of long 
standing, to imperial edicts, to the doctrines and commandments 
of men, which are nothing but quicksands, which cannot save 
the house from the tempest, (Matt. 7,) but I do not so, I direct 
you to Moses, (Deut. 18,) add to the prophets, with the 
apostles, angels, and the Father himself, to Christ Jesus, to 
whom all the emperors, kings, councils, usages and the learned, 
have to yield ; for his word is truth, and his commands are 
eternal life. To him every knee shall bow, of things in heaven 
and things in earth, and things under the earth ; all who reject 
him, reject the Father that sent him, (Isa. 6, 7 ; Jer. 35 ; Luke 
1 ; Matt. 17; John 7, 12; Phil. 2.) 

This I teach you, I direct you to his spirit, word, life, com- 
mand, prohibition, ordinances and usages, as to a sure and im- 
movable foundation, laid in Zion, to a plain and safe way, 
prepared of God, who, according to all his sure promises, will 
lead all the truly penitent and Christian believers into eternal 
life. 

Beloved men, do observe there, were four hundred false 
prophets in the days of Ahab, king of Israel, who unanimously 
prophecied prosperity and felicity, that he should go out and 
meet his enemies, for God would give the king's enemies into 
his hands ; but thero was but one Micha, spoke the truth and 
predicted adversity in the name of the Lord. (2 Chron. 18.) 

And there were also four hundred and fifty prophets of Baal, 
and there were four hundred prophets of the groves which ate 
at Jazabel's table; but there was only one Elijah, a man of 
God, and a prophet of the Lord, who was zealous for the law 
of his God, and defended the praise of God. (1 Kings 18.) 

Jous, with all the princes, priests and common people, all 

were unanimous in their groves and their false worship, which 

thsfj' had chosen after the death of Jeboida, the high priest, 

aui/ there w&a but one Zacharius, who reproved the ungodly 
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abominations, and threatened them with wrath and pcnishment 
of his God. (2 Chron. 24.) 

Even as those renowned and worthy men of God, though they 
were few at all times, reproved, with pure, divine ardor, in the 
power of the spirit, and faithfully admonished by the law of God 
with their groat and glorious talents, all the disobedient and 
idolatrous kings, princes, priests and the common people, with- 
out respect to persons ; and on account thereof suffered misery, 
tribulation, bonds and death, as we may abundantly read and 
see in the scriptures and histories ; I do also here, with my small 
talents, for similar views and reasons, openly testify, because 
I see with mv eyes, that you all hypocritically flatter lords and 
princes, soothe the world ; and, alas, that will, with his Lord's 
word, attack the ungodly life, reprove the wickedness of men.; 
and therefore, as the aforementioned had to do, have not to hear 
and endure a little, although I mean it well, and have such a 
true ground. 

O worthy men, deliberate, reflect on the matter. Consider 
the end — contemplate the consequence. You trust to the in- 
vention of men ; but we put our trust in God's word and truth, 
you seek the world, we seek heaven ; you place your affections 
upon the present, we upon the future ; you depend upon the 
emperor and temporal powers ; we depend on Christ and his 
promises, till we all shall appear before him, who will come in 
the clouds of heaven, to requite all flesh ; then you will see 
what you sought, what ofiBce you conducted, what fruits yon 
brought forth, for what hire you served, whose word you preach- 
ed, whose council you rejected, and whom, men, you so en- 
"viously stabbed. 

Hereby I will commit you to Ijhe Lord, you learned and 
preachers ; and entreat for God's sake, (to the good of all your 
souls,) that you accept this my faithful warning with gratitude 
and love, written to you, in sincere and Christian love, (inten- 
tion,) read it with an understanding heart, reflect upon it, and 
examine it with fear and trembling. I certainly know that yea 
will find nothing in it but a kindness, love, zeal, and a sure 
foundation of eternal and invincible truth. 

And though some of you may think that I reprove too severely, 
you ought to know that I have not done so without the instruc- 
tion, counsel and doctrine of the holy prophets, Christ and the 
apostles. I have given no name without the word of God. He 
that is innocent, thank God and rejoice ; but he that is guilty, 
is not reproved by me, but by God's spirit and word. 

0, my well-wishing friends, fear God and his judgment ; re- 
form your earthly sensual life, abandon «Al '^wit ^^r«^*'c>ss^%^ 
blindness, seducements and abornvwoXivoxi^, vcl -^VxOa. ^^^ '^^^^'^ 
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hitherto been iDvolved; with all your powers seek the right 
truth ; pray to God for wisdom ; warn every one ; deal and act 
unblamably ; then you will not be of that number of shepherds 
called by such dreadful names in the scriptures, and you will 
not be partakers of that displeasure, punishment and wrath, 
but ^ou will inherit^race, mercy and life, as the prophet says : 
But if the wicked wnl turn from all his sins that he hath com- 
mitted and keep all my statutes, and do that which is lawful 
and right, he shall surely live, he shall not die. (Ezek. 18.) The 
gracious and merciful Lord, grant you all his grace, knowledge, 
spirit, wisdom, light and truth, that you may cordially awaken, 
repent, and be eternally saved, Amen. 
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Give ear, you people, and take it to heart, you who trust in 
lies, and boast you are Christians ; tear your bands asunder, 
and suffer yourselves to be led no longer as asses bound and 
under a heavy burden of sin, by these aforementioned drivers, 
for they deceive you ; they preach to you according to their own 
opinion, and not out of the mouth of the Lord ; they comfort 
you in your wicked wavs ; they call and cry only mercy and 
peace, though it is displeasure and judgment, as the prophet 
says. The priests and prophets teach falsely, and comfort my 
people in their calamity, that they shall esteem it lightly, say- 
ing, peace, peace, when there is no peace ; (Jer. G,) they are 
the blind leader's, who lead you and themselves right into the 
pit, (Matt. 15,) and the blind watchmen who watch not over the 
city of God. (Ezek. 33.) Thieves and murderers, who slay your 
poor souls with the sword of their false doctrine, and steal from 
yoQ the Lord's word and kingdom (John 10) ; greedy shepherds 
who seek your wool, milk and flesh, and not your souls. (Ezek 34.) 
In short, they are those who wholly desolate the kingdom of 
Christ, and promulgate in high honor the kingdom of anti-christ 
through the whole world, and who always comfort and defend 
you poor children in your dissolute abominations and in obdurate, 
blind life, so that, alas I there is none who is cordially converted 
to the Lord laments his sins, and says : What do I ? 

0, worthy children and brethren, my heart in my body quakes 
and fears, when I reflect thut such a numberless class of men are 
born in vain and to no purpose ; who will have eternally to endure 
the wrath and judgment of the Lord, if they repent not, and 
^ha)) never find grace. 
■Beloved cbUdreo, take heedi for thua Christ Jesua teaches 
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YOU : I tell you of a trntb, except ye be converted and become 
like little children, ye shall not enter into the kingdom of heaven. 
(Matt. 18.) 0, dear Lord, tliis is spoken by God*s eternal truth, 
which cannot lie, (Heb. 8) and how ungodly you ignorant people 
live, and how far you are from the innocence of children, your 
f raits testify and show ; for you despise God and his word ; you 
hate all righteousness and truth, (Tit. 1), many of you live as 
the irrational creatures, others litigxite, quarrel, curse and swear, 
are covetous, hoard up, practise usury, lie, cheat, injure and 
defraud each other ; fidelity and piety scarcely exist among you , 
but perfidy and knavery prevails generally — eating to excess, 
drinking^ and gambling are pastime with you ; to pollute women 
and defile virgins is called courting and loving. To take the 
advantage of, and to defraud one another, is called understand- 
ing and wisdom ; you are valiant at beer and mighty at wine, 
(Isa. 5 ; Eom. 3) ; unrighteousness and destruction are in all 
your ways, the poor and weak you oppress, and you revile the 
afflicted, the god-fearing and pions; to do evil you think and 
practise, you are without understanding, says the prophet, 
(Hos. 4) as a frantic heifer. Pomp and pride you call the 
fashion and custom of the country, you lie in wait for blood, 
you hunt every man his brother with a net, says the prophet, 
(Mich. 7, J your faith is hypocrisy, your divine service idolatry, 
your whole life is world and flesh, as may be seen, and then yon 
sa^, he that walks in simplicity, walks right, as if ignorance, 
blmdness and despising of the truth, of godliness, were a pious 
life. Dear children, be ashamed of your offensive wantonness 
and accursed folly. 

Do you suppose that Christ is a liar, and his word a fable ? 
no! his sentence stands immovable, and shall never be 
altered ; if you live in pride, avarice, voluptuousness, nuchas- 
tity and in sensual lusts, believe not Christ and his word, and 
continue to be earthly-minded, and are not born of God, you 
must die eternally, or the spirit of God is not true, but is false. 
(John 3; Rom. 8; I Cor. 5; Gal. 5; Eph- 5; Rev. 21, 22.) 

Say, beloved, why do you extol the apostles and prophet* 
and consider their doctrine heresy, and their lives madness? 
And why do you suffer yourselves to be called christians, and 
hate and are opposed to Christ's word and example ? 

Say you, we are without understanding, untaught, and know 
not the scriptures ? (Deut. 10 ; Matt. 22 ; Mark 12 ; Rom. 13 ; 
Gal. 5.) I then again reply, the word is plain and needs no 
comment, namely : Thou shall love the Lord thy God with all 
thy heart, with all thy soul, with all thy strength, (Dojol^. ^>^ 
and thy neighbor as thyself. (Num. 1^."^ X.^^wv.^ow^'a^^S^^ 
bread to the hnogry and entertain the ue^^. '(\a»..^'^>^ 
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If you live according to the flesh, you shall die ; for, to be 
carnally minded is deaQi (Bom. 8) ; avaricious, drunkards and 
the proud, shall not inherit the kingdom of God. (1 Cor. 6.) 

God will judge adulterers and fornicators, (Heb. 13,) and 
many like pasages. All who do not understand such passages, 
we must confess and acknowledge, are more like irrational 
creatures than men, more like blocks than christians. 

my chidren, my beloved children, do not deceive your own 
Bouls; seek wisdom and understanding, even as you do your 
daily food, that you may find great riches ; for the kingdom of 
heaven suffers violence. (Matt. 11.) Strive, says Christ, to enter 
in at the strait gate (Luke 13); pray and you shall receive; 
seek and you shall find ; knock and it shall be opened to you. 
(Matt. 7.) The almighty great God is not satisfied with a bare 
name, (John 3, 7, 14, 15 ; Matt. 5,) but he desires a true, sincere 
faith, unfeigned, ardent love, a new, converted and changed 
heart, true humility, mercy, chastity, patience, righteousness 
and peace ; he desires the whole man, heart, professions and 
actions, who delights in the word of the Lord, speaks the truth 
ixom the heart, crucifies his flesh, and will give his goods and 
blood for the word of the Lord, if it be required. (Ps 1. 15 ; 
Gal. 5 ; Matt. 10, 16 ; Luke 14.) 

Behold, dear children, this is the way in which we all have to 
walk, if we would be saved ; therefore, awaken and learn wis- 
dom. Hear the inviting voice of God, open unto him, and meet 
him that he complain not of you, as he did formerly through his 
prophets, of obdurate and stiff-necked Judea and Jerusalem: I 
have nourished, says he, and brought up children, and thevhavo 
rebelled against me ; the ox knoweth his owner, and the ass 
his master's crib : but Isreal doth not know, my people doth 
not consider. Ah, sinful nation, a people laden with iniquity, a 
seed of evil-doers, children that are corrupters 1 They have for- 
saken the Lord, they have provoked the Holy One of Israel 
unto anger, they have gone away backward. (Isa. 1.) 

Jeremiah says : Every one turn to his course, as the horse 
rnsheth into the battle ; yea, the stork in the heaven knoweth her 
appointed times ; and the turtle and the crane, and the swallow 
observeth the time of their coming : but my people know not 
the judgment of the Lord. (Jer. 8.) 

Remember, dear children, how greatly Jesus Christ took to 
heart the obstinacy and blindness of the Jews ; when he said : 
Jerusalem, Jerusalem, how often would I have gathered thy 
children together, even as a hen gathereth her chickens, and ye 
would not, (Matt. 23,| he wept and said : If thou hadst known, 
eren thou, at least in tnis thy day, the things which, belong unto 
thjr peace, but now they are hidden rtom thine eyes. (Luke 19.) 
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. Wherefore ; lay aside all filthiness and snperflnity of naughti- 
ness, and receive with meekness the ingrafted word, which is 
able to save your souls. (James 1.) Seek God with a full heart, 
repent sincerely, cleanse yourselves inwardly before the Lord, 
let go world, flesh, false doctrine, and every thing contrary to 
God's honor, will and word, hear, believe and follow the only 
and true shepherd of your souls, Jesus Christ, who sought you 
in such great love, and purchased you with such a precious 
price, then you may of a truth boast that you are God's people 
and church. To him, the Lord and Savior Jesus Christ, be 
praise and the eternal kingdom. Amen. 
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Christ said : False christs and false prophets shall arise, and 
shall show signs and wonders, to seduce, if it were possible, even 
the elect. But take ye heed, behold I have told you all things. 
(Matt. 7; Mark 13.) 0, you backsliding, erring children I if 
you had taken to heart the faithful warning of our Lord and 
Saviour Jesus Christ — if vou had acknowledged his spirit, doc- 
trine and holy life as perfect, and had received him for a true 
prophet, (as promised in the scriptures) and for the true and 
living Son of God, never would you have suffered yourselves to 
be misled so far from Him, nor would you have given place to 
such abominable errors. But now, some of you, O Lord ! are 
so far gone and bewitched, that I fear you will never come to 
Christ, the true Shepherd, for the abominable, ungodly works, 
(which are not only contrary to Christ's spirit, word and will, 
but also against all honest modesty, nature and reason,) vou 
maintain as right and good, and, with a dark perverted undeN 
standing, defend the scriptures. 

Is it not a grievous error, that you suffer yourselves to be so 
miserably bewitched, and so lamentably mislead from one un- 
clean sect to another, first to that of Munster, next to Batten- 
berg, now Davidists; from Belzebub to Lucifer, and from Belial 
to Behemoth ? Ever learning, but never able to come to the 
knowledge of the truth : Ton suffer yourselves to be led about 
by every wind of doctrine. You choose out a way for yourselves , 
as do also the priests and monks : you hold not to the head 
from which all the body, by joints and bands having nourish- 
ment administered, and knit together, increaseth with the in- 
crease of God. (Col. 2.) 

Such, I fear, shall lead to the punisloAn^TiX, ol -^wvx %\sfl^\ Vst, 
by your earthly, fleshy mind, you iiav^ t\itMS\. Itoxbl ^^^ '"^^^^ 
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pure knowledge of Chnst, and hated his cross ; and in pride, 
haughtinesSy eating, drinking, dissimulation and false worship, 
you conform to this arrogant, unprofitable, idle, ungodly world, 
(which you should teach by a godly, humble walk,) in opposing 
all the admonitions of scripture, and the infallible example of 
Olirist and his saints. 

0, you backsliding children ! reflect how grievously you dis- 
grace the holy Moses, who teaches and speaks to you out of the 
mouth of God. He says : I will raise them up a prophet from 
among their brethren, like unto thee, and will put my words in 
his mouth ; and lie shall speak unto them all that 1 shall com- 
mand him. And it shall come to pass, that whosoever will not 
hearken unto my words which he shall speak in my name, I 
will require it of him. (Deut. 18.) This is repeated by Peter 
and Stephen in Acts 3, 7. 

What do you do with all the great prophets of God, as Dtivid, 
Isaiah, Jeremiah and Ezekiel, who, in so many places, with 
such plain words, through the inspiration of the Holy Spirit, 
direct us to Christ and his word ? (Ps. 2, 22 ; Isa. 7, 9, 28, 35, 
40 ; Jer. 23, 30, 33 ; Ezek. 34.) They must either testify to 
lies, or your prophets must be deceivers and false teachers — 
this is indisputable. 

Did not holy Paul say : But though we, or an angel from 
heaven, preach unto you any other gospel than that which we 
have preached, let him be accursed or anathematized ? You 
must be aware, and admit that your prophets with their kings, 
dominions, polvgamy, sword, &c., agree not <With the doctrine 
of Paul and tne apostles ; it therefore follows that they, with 
their doctrine and conduct, are cursed and anathematized. 
(Gal. 1.) 

Say, my beloved, what do you do with the revealed and in- 
fallible word and testimony of the Almighty Father, which he 
himself of his Son has testified, and said: This is my beloved 
Son, in whom 1 am well pleased, hear ye him? (Matt. 17.) 
Him shall you hear; but since you reject his spirit, word and 
example, yoi» follow and hear those who, with tneir spirit, doc- 
trine and conduct, are from the bottomless pit — yea, manifestly 
anti Christ s and false prophets. 

Know you not, that the Son of God has himself commanded 
us that we should observe all that he has enjoined, and that he 
will be with us until the end of the world? (Matt. 28.) 

"Will you then say, that Christ's and the apostle's doctrine 

was imperfect, and that your teachers bring forth the perfect 

instruction? I answer, that to teach and believe this, is the 

most horrible blasphemy, the most mocking perversity, that cau 

Ife ulUred aguiDSt the Most High; for you thereby declare 
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that Ohrist is not the true Son of God, the perfect teacher, 
and the tme image of righteousness. You deny the whole 
scripture, yon reject the testimony of Moses and all the 
prophets, who directed to the only and true Christ, as has been 
shown; you disparage the Father's word, and reject Chriet 
Jesns, with his spirit, word, kingdom and spiritual government, 
and raise your hearts and hopes upon lying, mortal flesh, and 
upon earthly, sensual things, which, as the scriptures teach, 
must be dispersed like dust before winds. Examine the scrip- 
tures in the fear of the Lord, and reflect, if such is not a grocfs 
blasphemy against the Almighty ? 

Say, you deceived children, where is there a syllable in the 
whole aoctrine of Christ and the apostles, (accoi^ing to which 
spirit, doctrine, conduct and usage all scripture must be under- 
stood,) by which you can prove and establish one of all your 
erring articles ? 

Would you then appeal to the literal understanding and 
transactions of Moses and the prophets, so must you aUo be- 
come Jews, receive circumcision, literally possess the land of 
Canaan, again erect the Jewish kingdom, and build the city and 
temple, and after the law, offer sacrifices, and attend to the 
worship of God, and declare that Christ, the promised Saviour, 
has not yet come, who has changed the liberal and figurative 
ceremonies into new, spiritusd and abiding substances. 

You miserable, erring sheep, (John 19,) observe, I have before 
remarked to the magistrates, that the kingdom-of Christ is not 
of this visible, perishing world, but that it is an eternal, spiritual 
and abiding kinedom, (Luke 1 ; Heb. 1 ;) Where there are no 
eating and drinking, but righteousness, peace and joy in the 
Holy Ghost (Bom. 14 ; Isa. 6 ; Dan. 7.) There no king reigns, 
but the true king of Zion, Christ Jesus. (Ps. 2.) He is the king 
of righteousness, (Jer. 23, 33,) the kine of peace, (Heb. 7,) the 
king of kings, (Bev. 1, 17, 19,) who has all power in heaven 
above, and on earth beneath ; (Matt. 2d,) before whom every 
knee shall bow, and every tongue confess. (Phil. 2.) The true 
king David in spirit, (Ezek. 34, 37,) who, through his righteous- 
ness, merits and crimson blood, has ransomed the sheep from 
the mouths of the lions and bears of the pit, and has slain the 
terrible Goliah, and obtained for the spiritual Israel of God 
eternal welfare and peace. Neither the king nor his servants 
bears any sword but the sword of the spirit — the word, of God, 
which cuts asunder the spirit, body and soul. With this he 
brings forth, builds, extends and governs his kingdom, guards 
and defends it under ^the pressing cross, in all trials and tem\^ta- 
tions, from all the gates of hell, onsets ai\dw««t^, VJfc.^^.^^N 
Eph. 6; Bey. 12, 19; Heb. 4; Mwk 1^\ \ V:i^T, V-^V^^*^ \ 
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James 1,) and not with iron or steel, as the mde, vindictive 
world doeB ; for his kingdom and dominion are spirit, and not 
letter, as has been shown. 

Again, under this kingdom, and under this king, no other 
wedlock must be tolerated, except between one man and one 
woman, as God had in the beginning established in the union of 
Adam and £ve ; and Christ has further said, that these two are 
one flesh, and that they may not separate themselves, except 
on account of adultery. (Matt. 5, 19; Mark 10; Luke 16; 
1 Tor. 7; Eph. 5 ; I Tim.-3 ; Tit. 1.) 

This is not a kingdom in which we make a display with gold, 
silver, pearls, silk, velvet and costly pride. And your teachers 
also acquit and teach you with this deception, to wit : that you 
are guiltless, if you do not desire these things in your hearts ! 
Thus might satan approve his haughtiness, and make pure and 

food the desire of bis eyes. But this is the kingdom of all 
umility: wherein (I say) not the outward adorning of the 
body, but the iniyard aaorning of the soul, zeal, sincerity, a 
broken heart, and contrite spirit, are sought and desired. 
(Matt. 22 ; Rev. 19.) 

Here is known no lying, eating, drinking, or hypocrisy ; here 
none conforms himself to a drunken, luxurious, idle and idola- 
trous world, nor lays from him the cross of Christ, as you do, 
but all are upright and godly in heart -and deed. (Matt. 5.) 
fThey speak the truth from the heart. (Fs. 15; Col. 3; Eph. 5.) 
. They lead a circumspect, temperate life, (Tit. 2 ; 1 Pet. 5,) they 
shun all idolatry and false doctrine from within and without; 
'they avoid all appearance of evil, (Matt. 7, 15, 16; John 10; 
Bom. 16; 1 Tim. 6; 2 Tim. 3; Tit. 3; 2 John 1; Thes. 5;) 
they perform the true worship of the heart; (Bom. 12; Heb. 
12 ; James 1 ;) they abide firmly in Christ's word and ordi- 
nances ; (Matt. 28 ; John 8 ; 2 John 1 ;) they lead an unblama- 
> bio life, oefore the whole world, (Matt. 5; Phil. 1, 2;] they 
' testify of Jesus Christ with the mouth, with works, witn pos- 
r sessions and with blood, as the divine honor requires it. (Matt. 
• 10; Mark 8, Luke 14.) 

Here that confession is unknown to which some of you pre- 
tend-— Here we confess only to the true God before whom we 
have sinned, and to our neighbor against whom we have tres- 
passed, (Wis. 23; Matt. 17; Col. 3; Eph. 4; James 5.) 

Here modesty, rectitude, and honesty are taught and practised, 
but not immodesty, disgrace and uncleanness. 1 tnink you 
understand well what 1 mean. 

In short, here the spirit, word, will, cqpimands, prohibitions, 

ordJOBDcea, customs, and examples of Christ are taught. The 

wAoJe scriptares direct to these, and not to the opinions of 
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men who invented words, enchanting appearances, pompous 
speeches, dreams, visions, lying wonders, oi which God's spirit 
in the holy scriptures, warn and dissuade us bn all sides, (Matt. 
24 ; Mark 13 ; 2 Cor. .11.) ' .... ^ 

Dear children, reform yourselves. Every one who teaches ' 
you otherwise, iJian is testified by the word of the Lord, even 
though he were one who could dry up the bottom of the sea, 
and hurl the stars down from heaven, ^t him be abandoned, and 
let his doctrine be regarded as deceiving and erroneous, for, to 
all eternity there may no other foundation be laid, than that 
which is laid, Christ Jesus. (1 Cor. 3.) He is the corner, stone 
and foundation in Zion, (Gal. 1,) on whom all the building .fitly 
framed together ^according to his will, spirit and word,) groweth 
into a holy temple unto the Lord, (Eph. 2.) . • * 

ye backsliding children, hear God's word and make haste, 
for your way is in darkness, and your path leads to death. Em- 
brace the truth and learn wisdom, for your comforters have 
destroyed you and rendered uneven the way in which you must 
go. (Isa. 3.) Munster and Amsterdam may well be to you an 
eternal warning and example. When a prophet, (said Moses) 
speaks in the name of the Lord, if the thing follow not, nor 
come to pass, that is the thing which the Lord hath not spoken. 
(Deut. 1.) 

dear Lord I How many innocent hearts have they ruined 
— how many poor souls have thev deceived — what gross shame 
have they cast upon the word of the Lord ; what great abomi- . 
nations have they committed under the appearance of good-— 
and how have they made the poor blind magistrates, who are 
destitute of a correct understanding of the holy scriptures, to 
be guilty of innocent blood. 

1 bel&ve it is time you should see and learn to know your 
faithless, lying and deceiving prophets. They are the Foxes 
which destroy the Lord's vineyard. (Cant. 2.) These are the 
thieves and murderers of your souls (tfohn 10,) false prophets 
who deny the Lord that bought them, (2 Pet. 2 ; Jude,) and 
have directed you, poor erring sheep, by their own lying visions, 
and dreams and thoughts of their hearts, and have led you 
against all the scriptures upon a false and loose ground. 

How like you are to those, of whom it stands recorded by 
Eusebius, that they walked according to their lusts, as the pro- 
phets foretold ; they denied Paul and the New Testament, and 
carried about them a book, of which they boasted, that it had: 
fallen from heaven, and had come down to them as a present!! 

Also, by you, ye insane (bear with me for it is the truth, 
which I write) the prophets are read accoidJXL%.\A \5ckfc ^ssAwt- 
standing of the Jews. You say the docltm^ olCiVmaX. wA*^^ 
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apostles is at the present time fnlfilled ; and pretend that there 
is now another dispensation, &€., and observe not that yon there- 
by, deny the son of *God, and gainsay the whole scriptures : yon 
comfort yourselves with mere lies, as also did disobedient 
Isi^silin their time. 

Oh dear Lord ! how long shall these sore plagues endure ? 
How long shall the Lord's name through you be blasphemed, 
and his holy word through you be disgraced ? Is it not a griev- 
ous error — a man phrenzy, that Christ, the Son of the Bving 
God (who brought in eternal righteousness, and has reconciled 
heaven and earth by the blood of his cross) with his word of 
truth, and with the counsels of eternal life, is rejected from your 
hearts, which he so dearly bought, and which should, so properly 
' be the dwelling place of Christ ; and an arm of sinful flesh, and 
mortal roan descended from Adam, full of all unrighteousness, 
haughty speeches, lies and open deception is received by you 
and adopted in stead : 

Oh dear children I what do you do ? are you so bewitched 
that yon have lost all honesty, reason and scripture, and are 
become wholly blind ? May God be merciful to you. Observe 
that a letter of the law of Moses could not be changed till the 
new Moses, Christ Jesus, came, who was promised through the 
law and the prophets. If then the letter of the law was so 
strong, effective and firm, and in its time unchangeable, although 

f'ven only through^ servant, and sealed by a perishable blood, 
c. (Exod. 24.K jHow much more powerful, effectual, firm and 
imperishable is tne free law of the spirit, which was eiven through 
the Son himself, and confirmed by the blood oi the eternal 
covenant. 

They who taught anything contrary to Moses' doctrine, were 
false prophets, for nothing was to be taken from, nor added 
thereto, but all appeals were to the law and the testimony, 
(Dent. 4, 12 ; Isa. 8 ;) so all the prophets of the present day, 
are false who teach contrary to the spirit, word, commands, pro- 
hibitions, ordinances and example of Christ, even though such 
should exhibit themselves in appearance, as holier than John, 
more zealous than Elias, and more miraculous than Moses. 

They persuade you that the apostle's doctrine is imperfect. 
(2 Cor. 13,) and that they now teach the perfect thing! This 
is a deception of deceptions, (as above said,) for thereby the 
creature is honored more than the Creator. Paul does not refer 
to any better doctrine or perfection other than that which is 
sh^n by the doctrine of the apostles, which will abide in ever- 
lasting clearness, according to God's infallible word, and which 
we sbaU receive in the resurrection of the righteous, when all 
doctrine shall receive an end. This it trae, otherwise Paul is 
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at variance with himself, and the true reality is not to be found' 
in Christ. j> 

Will you say^ then, with the Scribes and Jews, that Elias* is 
to come before the great and terrible day, and so wait for some- 
thing new ? 

I answer with Christ's own words, that all the prophets and 
. . the law prophesied till John, and if ye will receive it, this is^t^ 
J <V*^ Elias-which was to come, (Matt 11, 17.) 

iLgain : Even though Elis& himself were to come« he dare not ^ 
teach any thing against the foundation and doctrine of Christ 
and the apostles, but he must, if he would preach aright, teach 
and preach conformably to the same, for, by the spirit, word, 
actions and example of Christ, all must be judged, and receive 
the last sentence, otherwise the whole scriptures are false. 

Therefore, it will follow, that we have no El^ more to wait ^* 
for, since John was he who was to come ; or if he should come 
he must teach us nothing but the foundation, doctrine, and word 
of Christ, according to the scriptures ; for Christ is the man who 
sits upon David's throne, and shall reign forever in Jacob's 
kingdom, house and congregation. (Luke 1.) 

I would have you all sincerely admonished that you would 
rightly weigh '.and prove all spirit^ doctrine, faith and conduct, 
with the spirit, conduct and doctrine of Christ, and that ye be 
prudent. All spirits which therewith accord, are from God, but 
those which are contrary, are from him who has turned Adam 
and his race aside from God, and from the beginning has lead 
them by lies onward to death. 

If you will not hear, but will ever turn your ears to lies, and 
believe the deceiving creature more than the infallible Creator, 
if you set your feet upon slippery places ; if you neither fear nor 
regard scripture, admonitions nor the arm and power of Gody > 
but reject and set aside all as idle and useless, and sufifer your- , 
selves always to be comforted with falsehoods, visions, dreams, 
splendid delusions and false interpretations and to continue on 
the broad way, then will the righteous Lord send to you mockers 
and deceivers, and by his righteous judgment sufier you to be . 
led from one ungodly course to another, as may already be leen. 
(2 Tim. 4 ; 2 Thes. 2.) 

Tou shall be satiated with lies, vanity, folly and hypocrisy. 
Ton will reap the fruits of your wantonness, and at last, with 
all false prophets and lying wonder workers, you shall hear the 
words : Depart from me all ye workers of iniquity, for I know 
you not. (Matt. 7.) 

Be ye then eternally warned and admonished of God. Look 
for yourselves — ^the day approaches, repent, refocm> Go^^'^^^^ 
is true. Is there any one among yo\\ ^\\o few^ ^^^,\^\» V>J^ 
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reflect on what I here write ; — search the scriptures and believe 
the truth, for God hates all liars. (Ps. 5.) Eternal wo and 
gnashing of teeth will be the hypocrite's portion and reward ; 
whosoever transgresses, and abides not in the doctrine of Ohrist, 
is without God. (2 John 1.) 

ye miserable, bewitched children ! turn again. If ye knew 
what it was to forsake the living fountain of Christ, and dig for 
yourselves dry wells which can neither yield nor hold water, 
( Jer. 2,) how sx>on would you turn you back on the false pro- 
phets and their hypocritical lives, and surrender yourselves to 
the true shepherd of your souls, Ohrist Jesus, and follow after 
his service, teaching, warnings, ordinances and holy example : 
^although in weakness,) but enchanting blindness has alas! 
aarkened your understanding. The dear, merciful Lord, be 
. pleased to grant, you all, one another, with eyes to see and 
uj^earts to understand — ^this we heartily wish you. Amen. 



TO THE BRIDE, KINGDOM, STATE, AND 

CHURCH OP THE LORD, GRACE AND 

PEACE. 

Thus spake the Bridegroom, Ohrist Jesus, through Solomon, 
to the church : Rise up, my love, my fair one, and come away, 
for the winter is past, tne rain over and gone, the flowers appear 
on the earth ; the time of the singing or birds is come, and the 
voice of the turtle dove is heard in our land : the fig tree putteth 
forth her green figs, and the vines with the tender grape give 
a good smell. Arise, my love, my fair one, and come away. 
(Cant. 2.) 

Chosen, true children, you who with me are called to like 
grace, inheritance and kingdom, and are named after the Lord's 
name, hear the voice of Ohrist, your king ; hear the voice of 
your bridegroom, ah, thou bride of God, — thou friend of the 
Lord, arise, and adorn thyself, to honor thy king and bride- 
groom. Though thou art pure, purify thyself yet more, though 
thou art holy, hallow thyself yet more, and though thou art 
right, rectify thyself yet more, (Rev. 21,) adorn thyself with 
the white silken robe of righteousness, hang about thy neck 
the golden chain of all piety, gird thyself with the fair girdle 
of brotherly love, put on the wedding ring of true faith ; gird 
thyself with the precious fair gold of the divine word. Adorn 
thyself with the pearls of all modesty, wash thyself with the 
clear waters of grace, and anoint thyself with the oil of the 
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Holy Ghost. Wash thy feet in the clear limped river of Al- 
mighty God ; let your whole body be pure and clear, for thy 
friend hates all wrinkles and spots ; so will he have pleasure in 
the beauty and will praise, and say : how fair are thy breasts, 
ray sister, my spouse, thy breasts are lovelier than wine, and 
the smell of thine ointment than all spices. Thy lips, my 
spouse, drop as the honey-comb : honey and milk are under thy 
tongue. (Cant. 4.) 

Rejoice, thou bride of the Lord I for your beloved is fairer 
than all the children of men, the chief among ten thousand, his 
head is as the most fine gold, his locks are bushy and as black 
as a raven. His eyes are as the eyes of doves, by the rivers of 
water, washed with milk and fitl^ set. His cheeks are as a bed 
of spices, as sweet as flowers : His lips, like lilies, dropping sweet 
smelling myrrh. His hands are as gold rings set with the beryl ; 
his belly is as bright ivory, overlaid with sapphires. His legs are 
as pillars of marble, set upon fine gold. His countenance is as 
Lebanon, excellent as the cedars ; his mouth is sweet, yea, he 
is altogether lovely. (Cant. 5.) Cry out and say, hearken, O 
daughter, and consider and incline thine ear — forget thine own 
people, and thy father's house, so shall the king greatly desire 
thy beauty, (Ps. 45.) 

Draw near, thou queen, thou well-prepared and fairest 
of all women, (Est. 2,) bow thy neck with Esther, under his 
powerful sceptre; hear his word and fear his judgments-ac- 
knowledge his great love, for he has greatly humbled himself 
towards us. Thy birth and thy nativity were of the land of 
Canaan ) thy father was an Amorite, and thy mo'ther was a 
Hitite. As for thy nativity, in the day thou wast born, thy 
navel was not cut, neither wast thou washed in water to supple 
thee; thou wast not salt at all, nor swaddled at all» no ^ye 
pitied thee — Thou wast polluted in thy blood as the prophet 
lamented. (Ezek. 16.) Bnt he has pitied thee, promised thee 
life, nourished thee and clothed thy shame, purined thee from 
thy uncleanness, wiped off thy blood, anointed thee with balsam, 
clothed thee with spiritual clothes ; he has adorned thee with 
bracelets, ear-rings, and a beautiful crown, and has taken thee for 
his bride, and made an everlasting covenant with thee ; he has 
fed thee with oil, honey and wheaten bread, — he has led thee to 
the chamber of his love, and kissed thee with the mouth of his 
peace. 

How lovely and gracious a bridegroom and king is he, who 
has chosen his miserable, impure, unesteemed, yea, unchaste 
servant, to such an exalted station, and has called her to be 
such a glorious queen, and has spared no labQt>^«i\ve» w^^ <^^^> 
till he has made her the fairest, purest, Tao«X ^owcki ^^^ ^\^^^ss^^ 
among women. 
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'Arise, make baste, adorn and dress yourselves, extol and 
praise him who has created you, and called yoa to such a high 
honor through the word of his grace. 

The winter is past— the rain is over and gone, the flowers ap- 
pear on the earth, and the voice of the turtle dove is heard,— there 
18 nothing more which can harm, or hinder, for hell, sin, the devil, 
death, the world, flesh, fire and sword are already overcome by 
all God's children, through Christ! All the^ know is Christ 
Jesus, their seeking is the pure apostolic doctrine and the pious, 
umblamable life, which is from Grod. 

Praise be to the Most High, who has silenced the falsehoods, 
for the truth sounds in every street. Anti-christ sinks to shame, 
and Christ rises to honor, yea, the unfruitful, cold winter has 
disappeared, and the fruitful pleasant spring has come, the 
lovely fair flowers shoot forth and vegetate, in every place ; the 
voice of the turtle dove is heard. (Cant. 2.) The wholesome 
holy word, the word of repentance, the word of grace and 
eternal peace, is testified with word, writings, life and death, 
in many countries. 

The fig tree putteth forth her green fig, and the vine with 
the tender grape, gives a good smell ; arise, my love, my fair 
one, and come away. (Cant. 2.) Faith assumes verdure, love 
blooms, the sun softens, and the truth is published and testified 
which remained fruitless for so many years ; yet you must for 
a short time bear the heat of the sun, so know you yet well that 
the kingdom of glory, in eternal joy, is promised and prepared 
for you. 

Rejoice and watch ; thou art black but comely, thou art as 
the tents of Eedar, as the curtains of Solomon. Awake, O 
north wind, and come thou south wind, blow upon my garden, 
that the spices thereof may flow out. (Cant. 4.) Fear not, little 
flock, for it is the Father's good pleasure to give you the king- 
dom, (Luke 12,) not the perishing kingdom of Assyria, Media, 
Macedonia, (Dan. 7,) nor of Rome, but the kingdom of the saints, 
the kingdom of the great king, the kingdom of David, (Luke 1,) 
the kingdom of grace and eternal peace, which shall never 
more perish, but shall abide and stand forever, therefore, hear 
him and be obedient, that you be not thrust out with the haughty, 
disobedient Yashti, (Est. 12,) but with the pious Esther live in 
endless glory, before the true Ahasuerus, Christ, and abide with 
him forever. 

Arise, thou daughter of Zion, and observe what is promised 

thee, Jerusalem, although thou, as a comfortless one, sittest 

for a while, and must bear all manner of storms and hail, but 

^our helper will arrive in time, who brings forth thv righteous- 

ueaa as the morning, and iB thy shelter from the wina and storm. 
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For He who has loved thee has said : Behold, I will lay thy stones 
with fair colors, and lay thy fonndations with sapphires, and I 
will make thy windows of agates and thy sates of carbuncles 
and all thy borders of pleasant stones, and all thy children shall 
be taught of the Lord ; and great shall be the peace of thy chil- 
dren. In righteousness shiSt thou be established ; thou shsJt 
be far from oppression. (Isa. 54.) 

Behold, thy wall stands firmly upon twelve foundations, thy 
gates are of pearls, the city is of pure gold, the river of living 
waters, proceeding from the throne of God and the lamb, is in 
the midst of your way, and the tree of life is on either side, and 
its leaves serves to heal the nation. Happy and holy is he who 
has part in this city. 

Therefore, so purify yourselves, (Dent. 10,) you who seek 
the Lord, circumcise the foreskin of your hearts, for the holy 
city may be inhabited by no uncircumcised person, the golden 
streets are trodden by no unclean feet ; the unclean drinjc not 
of the pure waters, the fruit of life shall never be eaten by any 
of the ungodly, but without are dogs, and sorcerers, and whore- 
mongers, and idolaters and whosoever loveth or maketh a lie. 
(Rev. 22.) 

Be ye all minded like Christ Jesus. Be earnest to hold the 
union of the spirit through the covenant of peace, (Rom. 5 ; 
Eph. 4,) ye are all one temple, house, city, mountain, body and 
church in Christ Jesus. 

** Place your candle upon a candlestick, build your city upon a 
high mountain, live unblamably, (Matt. 5 ; Phil. 1, 2 ; Dent. 10 ; 
Col. 3;) behave in all things consistent with Christianity, fear 
God in all your ways, praise him in all your works ; great is the 

F'ace which has appeared. (Rom. 16; 1 Tim. 6; 2 John 1.) 
rove yourselves in all things, as those who are born of Gk)d ; 
shun all false doctrine ; repay not evil with evil, but return the 
evil with good ; pray without ceasing ; (Rom. 12 ; 2 Tbess. 5 ; 
Luke 21;) in patience possess your souls, judge all your thoughts, 
after Christ's thoughts, your words after Christ's words, and 
your lives after Chmt's life, so shall you in eternity never more 
be deceived." 

Walk worthily after the calling whereby ye are called. 
(Eph. 4.) Let the tyrannical, blaspheming, upbraiding and 
fierce hate the Lord and his word, they persecute not you, but 
Christ Jesus, to whom they are inimical, (Rev. 9,) they will be 
judged in their time, and (if they do not repent,) will be repaid 
again in their own bosoms. 

Strive and wrestle valiantly, in order that the crown be not 
taken from you. Fly to the Mountain of the cov^tt ^t CAssN^x* 
Jesus. — Gird yourselves. with the iRreapotk% ol T\^\fc^'^^»s!S»^^^^- 
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dare God's word with freedom, neither shrink nor give way. 
God is year condtictor — ^be faiifafal unto death, so shall yoa in- 
herit the crown of life. (Rev. 3; Eph.6; 2The8S. 5; Matt. 10; 
Mark 8 ; Rom. 10 ; Rev. 2, 3.) 

Whosoever overcomes, will be clothed with white clothing, 
and his name shall not be erased frdm the book of life. Al- 
though we appear to the unwise, to die and depart from the 
right way, our souls are, nevertheless, in hope and peace. 
(Wis. 3:) f ' 

It is a faithful saying, (with Paul,) for if we be dead with 
Christ, we shall also live with him. If we suffer, we shall 
also reign with him. If we. deny him, he will also deny us. 
(2 Tim. 2.) Therefore, so fear your God from the heart, watch 
and pray and commend to him your affairs, as Jeremiah did. 
(Jer. 11.) He has chosen you to be his loving bride; children, 
and members, and called you to the kingdom of his grace, and 
the inheritance of his glory, and has bought you with the im- 
maculate blood of Christ Jesus. 

Peace be with you, the spirit, power and grace of our Lord 
Jesus Christ, be with all my fellow laborers, believers, brethren 
and sisters, till eternal life. Amen. 
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Behold, dear sirs, friends and brethren, here we have briefly 
pointed out and declared upon what grounds and scriptures we 
stand built, — ^what we seek and have in view, and how we rebuke, 
with the Lord's word, all abominable sects and ungodliness of 
the whole world, both with the greatest and the smallest, with- 
out any respect of persons, and we point out to every one, the 
wholesome, pure truth. This the godly may judge. But this 
I have not done in order that the cross of Christ may be avoided 
— in no wise, — for I know and am persuaded, that the lamb 
with the wolf, the dove with the kite, and Christ with Belial 
can never be at peace, the truth must be hated ; and were it so, 
that Christ himself should speak from heaven, still would neither 
scripture nor fi^odliness, neither Christ nor apostle, neither 
prophet nor saints, neither lives nor property, be regarded by 
men. All those, who rebuke, in pure, upright zeal, the haughty, 
avaricious, proud, idolatrous, bloodthirsty world, and who seek 
their happiness and eternal welfare, must suffer and be oppressed. 

Tou must, (said Christ,) be hated of all men for my name's 
saJte, (Matt 10, 24,) through much tribulation most you enter 
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into the kingdom of God. Christ himself so suffered and then 
entered into his glonr. (Acts 14; Lake 24.) 

Therefore, have I done this, that the precious, pure tmth, 
might be revealed — that here and there some might be won—' 
that the right way'might be pointed ont to the blind — the hun- 
gry fed with the word of God — the erring directed to Christ, 
the shepherd — the ignorant taught — Christ's kingdom extended, 
and his holy name magnified and praised : this, together with* 
our innocence, shall be a witness on the day of judgment to all 
blood-thirsty tyrants, and all deceivers, false prophets, and all 
hardened and impenitent, that to them the truth had been tes- 
tified. But will ye not hear — then be your sins upon you : I 
have declared unto you according to my small gifts, God's 
spirit, word foundation, ordinance and will,— and have pointed 
out to you righteousness. Whoever has ears to hear, ^et him 
hear, and whoever has an understanding, let him understand. 
(Rev. 2.) 

I testify my Saviour openly : I acknowledge him, and dissem- 
ble not. If you repent not and be not born of God, in your 
spirit, belief, life and worship, and become not one with Christ, 
so is the sentence of your condemnation on your poor souls 
already.finished and prepared. 

All, who teach you otherwise than we have here taught and 
testified to you, from the scriptures, betray you : This is the 
narrow way through which we all must walk, and must enter 
the strait gate, if we would be happy. Here is expected neither 
emperor nor king, neither duke nor count, neither knight nor 
nobleman, neither doctor nor licentiate, neither rich nor poor, 
neither husband nor wife. Whoever boasts that he is a chris- 
tian, the same must walk as Christ walked. (1 John 2.) Who- 
ever has not the spirit of Christ is none of his. (Rom. 8.) 
Whoever transgresses and abides not in the doctrine of Christ, 
hath not God. (2 John 1.) Whoever sills, is from the devil, ^l 
John 3.) Here will neither baptism nor Lord's supper avail. 
These and other scriptures stand immoveable, and judge all 
those who live out of Christ's spirit and word, and whose thoughts 
are upon earthly and fleshy things, they shall never be over- 
thrown nor weakened, by angel nor devil. 

Will you say, with refractory Israel, we will not hear the 
word which you have preached to us in the name of the Lord, 
but we will do as our forefathers, our kings and princes have 
done from former years till the present time. So 1 answer with 
holy Jeremiah and say: Although you have pleasure in lies, 
and do such abominations, so hath the Lord taken vour wicked- 
ness to heart. (Jer. 44.) And has sewt ^oxi q\v<& Xssv.'t^/^^^^^- 
ment after anotiber, as hunger, pcsl\\^\iQ.^, ^K.qwsv^, ^^xv^K^abnsr.- 
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ry and the consnmiDg, devouring sword, that your land is turned 
to a waste — to amazement and a curse, as one evidently and 
palpaly may see in many places, because you perform strange 
worship, despise the Lord, your God, cast his word aside, spill 
innocent blood, walk according to your wan'tonness, sin against 
God, and walk not according to ms law, ordinance and com- 
mands, as the mouth of the Lord has commanded you. 
* Again, as the unprofitable and rebellious world are warned 
and rebuked against their will, the prophets (Jer. 30, 36,) and 
the true servants of God, are judged and destroyed by the princes 
and magistracy, as seditious mutinists, and are persecuted by the 
priests and common people, as deceivers and heretics. (Jer. 39.) 
Therefore, our expectation is both to teach and to suffer. We 
judge rightly, that it will not happen better to us than it did to 
them, but we say with Ezekiel : That when this shall come to 
pass, then shall you find that the undissembled, pure word of 
the Lord, had been taught to you. (Ezek. 33.) 

The merciful, gracious father, through his loving Son, Christ 
Jesus, our Lord, grant to you ail, the gift and grace of his Holy 
Spirit, that you may hear and read these our christian labors 
and service of true love, with such hearts, that you may follow 
after the pure, undissembled truth, and be eternally happy, 
Amen. 

Dear, worthy lords, grant to your poor servants, that we may 
fear the Lord from the heart, and preach God's word' and do 
aright This we pray you for Jesus' sake. Lord ! Father of 
all grace, open the eves of the blind, that they may see thv way, 
word, truth and will, and walk therein with faithful hearts. 
Amen, amen, Lord Jesus. 
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OF THE TRUE CHRISTIAN FAITH. 

We wish all the chosen children of God^ our beloved brethren 
and staters in Christy an increase of faith^ grace^ peace 
and spiritual joy, perfect righteousness and eternal life, aU 
which is of Godf our heavenly Father, through Jesus Chritt^ 
his only begotten Son, our Lord, who loved us, and washed 
us from our sins in his blood : — to him be praise, honor, glory, 
the kingdom, power and majesty, from eternity to eternity. 
Amen. 

* 

Chosen, beloved children, brothers and sisters in Ohrist 
Jesns, although, God 1 we are so violently prevented by the 
irrational blind world from preaching the true gospel of onr 
Lord and Saviour Jesas Ohrist to every one verbally ; and the 
revengeful, bloodthirsty, encouraged by your useless, wicked 
priests and preachers, are so imprudently against phrist and 
his word ; for they (the poor children) seek and love rather 
more the dross than the gold, the chaff rather than the wheat, 
and lies rather than truth, and darkness rather than light. 
Nevertheless, God's eternal, invincible truth, which always 
triumphs in the true children of God, through the Holy Ghost, 
will be crowned, notwithstanding it has been so miserably, stung 
in the heel by the conquered serpent and his seed, such as the 
proud despisers, liars and bloodshedders, and that they with 
much difficulty can be in obedience to their Lord Jesus Christ. 
Notwithstandinff they do behave abominably, the envious bloody 
seed of the selfint, with bruised head, must lie powerless and 
be under their feet, as those who are whollv overcome by the 
power and spirit, with the gospel truth, in Christ Jesus'. 

Since, then, this old crookea serpent, which was from the be* 
ginning opposed to God in pride, and was an arrogant and fierce 
murderer, is put under the feet of Christ and his church, and 
has endured and seen his lying seed destroyed and trampled 
under feet, through the revealed truth, therefore, does he gnash 
his teeth in furious rage, and breathe out his accursed, iniemal 
breath of heresy through his prophets and preachers. He casts 
out of his mouth the terrible streams of tyranny through the 
rulers and powerful of the earth, after the glorious cbtirch, 
(woman) big with the word of the Lord, with a view to exter- 
minate and destroy her seed. But God be eternally i^roAsAd^ 
who h&s protected her against the ted dWk^\i,«b\A\»» Y^\'*2t^ 
her a jriaea in the wilderness. (Kev . \^.^ 
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Since, then, for reasons assigned, I cannot teach pnblicly, 
nevertheless, I will serve you by writing, as long as tne Lord 
will permit me. I will serve you with mv small talents, which 
the gracious Father granted me through his Son, Christ Jesus, 
out of the abundant treasury of his heavenly riches. I say, 
with Paul : Not with the wisdom of man, not with words of 
wisdom, to serve you, for I possess and know them not. I let 
those seek them who are eager after them. My boasting la 
with Paul; only to know Christ, and him crucified; for, to 
know him is eternal life. (John 17.) Therefore, God cannot 
endow us with better wisdom than with this, although it is fool- 
ishness to the world ; for truth is more precious than gold and 
silver ; than all pearls and precious stones ; there is nothing un- 
der heaven to be compared to her, her ways are ways of pleas- 
antness, and all her paths are peace ; she is a tree of life to 
them that lav hold opon her ; and happy is every one that re- 
taineth her. (Prov. 3.) 

Yes, beloved brothers, every one who is thus rightly taught 
in this wisdom, for she is above the wisdom of the saints, be 
may glory, ,by the grace given him, over all graduated doctors, 
theologists, jurists, orators and poets, and though he could 
neither write nor speak, and were he the most helpless upon 
earth. But all those who are not instructed in this wisdom 
from Qod, though they were as glorious as Solomon, as victori- 
ous as Alexander, as rich as Croesus, as strong as Hercules, as 
learned as Plato, as subtle as Aristotle, as eloquent as Demos- 
thenes and Cicero, and as well skilled in languages as Mithri- 
dates ; yea, be so greatly experienced that his like wer& not to 
be found from the beginning, nevertheless, he is a fool in the 
eyes of the Lord ; this must be confessed and ^knowledged. 

With this wisdom, I say so much as the graVPis Father, the 
Giver of every perfect gilt, has given me through his Son, Jesus 
Christ, I desire to serve not only our brothers and sisters, but 
the whole world, with all my heart, that all the hungry and 
thirsty souls may be clothed from above, and be satisfied with 
this celestial wisdom, who desire to live according to the will 
of the Lord — those souls which he created to his honor, and 
purchased with the blood of his Son — ^that they may learn to 
know God through his Son and word, in spirit, who says : Let 
not the wise man glorv in his wisdom, neither let the mighty 
man glory in his might, let not the rich man glory in his riches ; 
but let him that glorioth, glory in this, that he understandeth 
and knoweth me, that I am the Lord, who exercises loving kind- 
ness, judgment and righteousness, in the earth; for in these 
tbiagB I delight, ^ aith the Lord. (Jer. 9.) 
O, dear children, you who are bom U tb^ ^oid gf tb» Lord 
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through the spirit, reflect rightly on these things in yonr hearts, 
how incomprehensibly great the heayenly bonnty and grace are, 
which have appeared to ns, and have been given us of the Father, 
that he bestowed graciously upon us, grievons sinners, in our 
most abominable blindness, this glorious and divine gift of hig 
wisdom. Yea, when we knew neither God nor Christ, were 
strangers to the life out of God, children of wrath and of eternid 
death, knew not the word of peace, and strayed like sheep who 
knew of no shepherd. (Eph. 24 ; Matt. 9 ; Mark 6.) That he 
so graciously bestowed us this great treasure, the true know- 
ledge of the kingdom of God. (Matt. 23.) The treasure which 
lie buried in the field, he discovered to ua by his spirit, and 
made known to us the mystery of his good will, and the true 
regeneratiog signification of his holy gospel, which cannot be 
taught in colleges — canuot bo purchased ^^is not to be broaght 
from foreign lands — nor can it be merited by any thing. That 
he has opened to us with the key of his word and spirit, the 
saving truth, and has closed it to all emperors, kings, lords, 
princes, the wise and the learned — before the whole world. 
(Exod. 30 ; Bom. 10.) That he redeemed us from the power of 
darkness, and, according to his will and good pleasure, led ns 
into the kingdom of his dear Son ; yea, that he made us kings 
and priests, that we are to be a chosen and holy people — a peo- 
ple to serve him in love, and to be his own, (Col. 1 ; Num. L9,) 
that we are to publish his power and virtne, because he called 
us out of darkness to his marvellous light, as Peter says : O 
great grace and love ! 

Most beloved brothers, always rejoice in the Lord. Again, I 
say, with Paul, (Phil. 4,) rejoice, that the great emperor, Jesus 
Christ, who has all power in heaven and upon earth, (Matt. 28) 
that he has manifested such grace towards you, that he has 
' called you to such high honor, you who were the reproach and 
disgrace of the whole world, that he has made you kings and 
priests. (Rev. 1, 5.> Kings, say I, who have been anoint^ with 
the oil of grace, through the Holy Ghost, crowned with the 
crown of honor, clothed with the garment of righteousness, and 
governed by Christ, your emperor; not with the weapons of 
death, such as fire-arms, spears, swords, horses, riders and ser- 
vants, as the kidgs of this world do, but by the invincible and 
eternal sceptre <^ the power of God, namely, with the sharp 
sword of the holy word, which will triumphantly prevail by 
virtue of your faith, over gold, silver, cities, countries, lords, 
princes, flesh, blood, flags, banishment, swords, staves, water, 
fire, hunger, thirst, nakedness, hell, sin, law, fear, devil ajoA 
death — ^you will be perfect in life and dft«A.Vk,wi^%fe^^'^^^^5>'^^^ 
yoof e^emm, both Tisible and mv'\«\b\<^, 'wXi^ ^ wiNi^ ^^v'^^'^ "^"^^ 

14* 
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rob yon of the promised kingdom, through the instigation of 
the old eerpent. The spiritaal king's dominion and government 
are spiritual, therefore, they cannot be deadly hurt or conquered 
by tyranny, false doctrine, or evil lusts ; for they can do all 
things through Christ, (Phil. 4,) who strengthens them, who 
also is their helper and redeemer, whose shield and sword is 
their glory. (Deut. 33.) 

You are also priests ordained of God, not with the oil of 
Aaron and his sons, (Num. 28, 29, 30,) nor with the perishable 
blood of oxen and sheep; nor with the splendid garments of 
gold, silk and precious stones, as the law required ; but anointed 
with the Holy Ghost, with the blood of Christ, and clothed with 
the garment or righteousness, ordained and called of God, not to 
slay the creatures daily, and offer them upon altars, in temples, 
as Moses commanded the priests in the law, (Ezod. 29 ; ^f um. 
28,) but you are to slay living men, with the sword of the divine 
word, understand spiritudUy, together with your own refractory 
flesh and blood, that is, that you teach and reprove them, and 
yourselves, with the spirit and word of the Lord, that you and 
they die to your unrighteousness and evil lasts, destroy them, 
and thus offer in your spiritual temple or house, not made with 
hands upon the only and eternal altar of oar reconciliation, 
Jesus Christ, (Heb. 9, 13.) 

Besides, you are not sucn priests, who of their own righteous- 
ness offer up bread and wine for the sins and transgressions of 
the common people, and for the seals of the deceased, neither 
are you to sing nor read mass, nor worship the golden, silver, 
wooden and stone images, nor serve nor bum incense %o them 
as the poor ignorant priests of the world do ; but you are holy 
priests, who purify and sanctify your own bodies daily, and iu 
time of need voluntarily offer them up as a sweet smelling sacri- 
fice, for the truth's sake, together with your ardent prayers and 
joyful thanksgiving, out of a believing, converted, pure heart ; 
for such offerings are well pleasing to the Lord. (Ps. 51 ; Heb. 
13.) 

Would to God, that all who are called priests, were changed 
into sueh priests, ah I how much innocent blood would be 
spared, how gloriously the truth would be spread, and wliat a 
fine ChVistian world this would be ! 

Sav, beloved brothers : who can fully comprehend this gprace, 
or relate these benefits 7 Again, I say, ¥Pe all like sheep had 
gone astray, we turned every one to his own way, wo were as 
sheep without a shepherd, we walked according to the lusts of 
our evil flesh, even as they all do, who know not the way of the 
father; we were oabelievers in divine things, blind and with- 
out anderetaoding, fall of braises and ^tiVt^fVn^ «ot^« ttoui th« 



Oft THE TBUE CHRISTIAN FAITH. 163 

sole of the foot to the head, (Isa. 53 ; 1 Pet. 2 ; Eph. 2 ; Tit. 
3 ; Isa. 1,) and by nature childreQ of wrath like others. (Eph. 2.) 
But the Lord be blessed, dow we are washed, now we are sane* 
tified, now we are justified in the name of our Lord Jesus 
Christ, and through the spirit of our God ; (1 Cor. 6,) in short, 
we are converted to the true shepherd and preserver of our 
souls, Jesus Christ, (I Pet. 2,) who pastures us now in the rich 
pastures of his truth, Ezek. 34,) feeds us with the bread of his 
word, Matt. 4 ; John 6,) sustains us by the tree of life. ^ProT. 
5,) and refreshes us with the water of his spirit. (John 7.) Again, 
I say, who can comprehend and relate this grace ? 

Besides this, when we were yet ungodly and enemies, he did 
not punish us as he did the angels which sinned, (2 Pet. 2 ; 
Jude L) nor like the first depraved world, (Gen. 6, 7, 8,) nor 
like Sodom and Gomorrah, (Gen. 19; Ezek. 16,) nor like those 
who worshipped the calf, (Exod. 32,) nor like those in the day 
of provocation, (Num. 21,) nor like the seditious and adulterers, 
(Num. 16, 25,) nor like those in the wilderness, who acted con* 
trary to his will and word, (1 Cor. 10,) for he destroyed all of 
them ; but he saved us through his great mercy, led us by his 
right hand, and drew us by his goodness, renewed us by his word, 
and begat us by the Holv Ghost, and enlightened us by the 
clear light of his truth ; that we by his grace renounced the 
world, flesh, devil and all manner of evil, willingly entered upon 
the path of peace and submitted to the easy yoke of his gospel* 
It appears to me, this may properly be called grace. 

Most beloved children, take heed. Since then, the gracious 
Father dealt so marvellously with us according to his great 
mercy, and manifested his love toward us without our merits, it 
is right, natural and becoming that we also love, fear and praise 
such a benevolent Lord and merciful Father, with all our 
powers ; and serve him, and be obedient to him in all our weak- 
Bess. 

Since then, I say, he has manifested, toward us afflicted sin- 
ners, such unspeakable love and grace, as said ; which love and 
grace cannot be rightly seen and understood, with the blind 
eyes and the ignorant reason of the flesh, but must be seen and 
understood with the inward eyes of the mind, and through the 
unction of the Holy Ghost ; that is, with a sincere, sure, irnmo- 
veable, confident, vigorous, unfeigned and pure faith, such as 
the scriptures teach. 

Seeing then, that this must be done with unfeigned faith, as 
related, and which is plainly found in the word of the Lord, as 
is set forth in true Christianity, such as regeneration^ oc o.^^^^'^ 
creature, true repentance, dyiufc to aln, ^ \i«^ \s!l^, Tv^\ft«^ 
noBB, obedience, gsdvatloji and eterivfikX \U^ vci ^ ^\\«.vt«Bk^'aRJw*^ 



164 OF THE TRUE CHRISTIAN FAITH. 

faitb, as mentioned and set forth in all tbe scriptares, (John 1, 
17; Mark 16; Rom. 3,4,5; Gal. 3, 5; Heb. 11.) And as 
may be read and seen in many other passages, I have resolved 
by the grace of God, thoroughly to instruct all the lovers of 
eternal truth, with the divine testimony out of the word of the 
Lord, which is the right faith, acceptable to God, and has the 
. promise in the scriptures ; namely, which has energy, power, 
and effect, agreeing with the gospel of Christ and the doctrines 
of the apostles. In order that all those who see, read or hear 
our writings, may thoroughly and understandingly know that 
the faith of this world is vain and dead, and is eternally cursed 
of God, for its fruits are vain hypocrisy, commands of men, 
idolatry and false service. It regenerates none, it is earthly 
and sensually-minded, hating and persecuting the truth, for 
this faith knows neither Christ nor his word as maybe evident! v 
seen througli the whole world. God knows of no other faith 
than that which has power and fruit, regenerates the heart, con- 
verts and renews, as the scriptures say : The just shall live by 
faith, (Heb. 10; Hab. 2; Bom. 1 ; Gal. 3.] 

It is all in vain to boast of faith where tne godly, new fVuits 
and works of faith are not. (James 4.) 

I, therefore, exhort all my god-fearing readers in the Lord, 
and entreat all, that they would take those things to heart, for 
our holy and christian faith is not a dead and cold speculation, 
as the world thinks, nor is it only eloquent boasting, as we find 
it among the great and tolerated sects ; but it is an active gift 
and grace of God, a heavenlv living motion in a melted, open 
heart and conscience, firmly believes and lays hold upon, and 
acknowledges the whole word of God, (the threatening law, as 
well as the consoling gospel,) to be right and true, whereby the 
heart is moved and penetrated through the Holy Ghost with a 
peculiar regenerative, renewing, vivifying power, and it first pro- 
duces the fear of God, for it knows the Lord's judgment and 
wrath over all transgressions and sins which are committed 
against his will and word ; he dreads and fears, and is astonished 
before God, and thereforo, he dares not do any thing, counsel 
or consent to, other than he knows to be right by tbe spirit 
through the word : he dares not do that which God hates, and 
forbids in his word. 

This faith produces the love of God whereby we love him ; for 
we are assured by the holy scriptures, if rightly understood in 
spirit, of the unsearchably great riches of grace with which the 
merciful and gracious Father has endowed us through his Son 
Jesus Christ ; and therefore does he love his kind God, bein^ 
Bwakeaed tbroagh the manifested bounties of the aforesaid 
^race, mod be in thus yolnntarily urged tYiT<MLf^ \.V^ ^V^tutia^ 
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power of his love, (resaltiDg from such a true faith,) to the obe- 
dience of all the commands of God, even as Christ says : If any 
man love me, he will keep my commandments, (John 14.) 

Behold, this is the faith of which we have to treat in the fol- 
lowing wntings. For it is the only faith which has the promise 
in scripture, of salvation and eternal life, through Christ, Ood's 
only and first begotten Son. To him be praise, honor and glory, 
from eternity to eternity, Amen. 

We find that if any one wishes to build a good honse, or high 
and permanent tower, that first a solid foundation is laid, so 
that it will sustain the heavy superstructure, that the work be- 
gan at such great expense, does not fall into ruins. And, thus 
it must be with true christians ; they must also lay a certain 
and true foundation in their hearts, that they may stand ia 
building up their faith, against all the raging tempests, rains 
and floods, (Matt. 7,) which will not try them a little, so that 
they may stand immoveable, that thev may, b^ the help of the 
Lord, successfully accomplish the work and building wmch they 
have begun, so that they do not with everlasting shame, and to 
the injury of their souls, depart from the true path, (Luke 14.) 
For if an^ man draw back, says Paul, the Lord shall have no 
pleasure in him, (Heb. 10.) 

Faithful brethren, take heed to his precious and only well 
adapted corner-stone, ground and foundation in Zion, prepared 
for us by the Father, upon which we have to build the edince of 
our faith,. upon Jesus Christ, (Isa. 28 ; Bom. 9, 10; 1 Cor. 3; 
Eph. 2 ; 1. Pet. 2.) All who are founded upon this ground, will 
not be consumed by the fire of tribulation ; for they are living 
stones in the temple of the Lord, they are like gold, silver and 
precious stones, (1 Cor. 3,) and cannot eternally be prevailed 
against by the gates of hell, such as false doctrine, flesh, blood, 
world, sin, devB, water, fire, sword, or by any other means, if 
ever so sorely tried ; for they are founded upon Christ, con- 
firmed in the faith and assured in the word through the Holy 
Ghost that they are not to be turned away from the pure and 
wholesome doctrine of Christ by all the furious and bloody 
Neros under the heavens, with all their cruel tyranny, they are 
not to be diverted from an unblamable and pious life, which ia 
of God, as we have seen in many places for more than twenty 
years past ; for they are as immoveable as Mount Zion, as firm 

Eillars, brave soldiers, and as pious, valiant witnesses of Christ, 
ave fought till death, and do daily fight for the word and truth 
of the I^rd, God be eternally praised. I speak of those who 
bave the spirit and word of the Lord. 

Yea, that stone lies firm in their heaxU,eAv^S%%^ ^^^^vb.^V) 
Suth in them, that in their grealeat ik^^^ tV^i t^^x^ \^<!^2iXkSi& 



1(>6 OP THE *rtnJE CHRISTIAN FAITH. 

father nor mother, wife nor child, money nor possessions, life nor 
death : for they are so constrained by veneration of God in their 
hearts, because Christ says : He that confesses me not before 
men, I will not confess him before my Father ; but he that con- 
fesses me, him- will I again confess, &c, (Matt. 10; Mark 8; 
Luke 12 ;) that they are not allowed to speak a false word, even 
to escape the hands of the blood-thirsty and the dangers of 
death ; as may be seen. ' 

But, I fear greatly, and indeed it is to be fonnd so, that the 
greater part calling these innocent lambs accursed heretics, 
catch them as rats, banish and deprive them of life and posses* 
sions ; they are not ashamed, nor afraid of God, who hates all 
lies, (Ps. 5 ; Bev. 21, 22 : ) for the sake of a stiver, to use yea 
for nay, and nay for yea, boast themselves christians, and are 
called after his name. If they are such liars and so unfaithful 
in small things, what will they do in greater things, if life and 
blood be required, may be readilv imagined. 

O reader, do reflect. If the old crooked serpent, with all his 
deception, falsehood and lies, lived in the christian hearts,- as 
is the' case with their persecutors, their goods would not be 
plundered, and their blood would not be shed. And they would 
not only conceal the truth, but they would with all the children 
of the devil hate and oppose it. All who are bom of the truth, 
hate lies. Again, all who are born of lies, hate the truth. If 
they hate the truth, how can they speak it ? Especially when 
life and possessions are at stake. If our rulers aid judges wish 
to be assured of this difference, let them call some of their evil 
doers before the judgment seat, who are guilty of death, and 
examine them in relation to things whereof thev are accused, 
(but without punishing them,) what does it avail, though they 
would freely confess their guilt, for which they are to die, as 
these innocent children. do in their faith? Yea, what is more, 
let your most high renowned monks, in their profession, caps, 
&c., your most accomplished priests in their terms and masses, 
be as severely tested as you do these, in their faith; then we 
will see what will become of all their professions, caps, terms 
and masses. But the common proverb is : The wolf escapes, 
but the lamli has to suffer. 

Since then, I say, all those who are bom of the tmth, and 
have Christ and his tmth dwelling in their hearts, in such we 
find nothing but the simple, plain truth of Christ, by which they 
are born unto righteousness, are converted and changed in heart, 
and it is equally evident, by their pious and unblamable life, that 
your lying, adnltrous, lewd, idolatrous, drunken priests and 
monks belie them and persecute them before the whole world — 
(those who openly roh God of his gVory, andm^iicvmsly murder 
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those wbom Christ pnrehased with his precions blood,) and he* 
tray them, to bring them into the stocks, and to the stake ; and 
this they do for no other reason, only because that the believers, 
through the revealed truth, with faith in their hearts, are urged 
by the spirit and fear of the Lord, to renounce their' leaven, 
vain, false doctrine and idolatrous sacraments, and with all their 
hearts, to live accordin*^ to the will of God. O Lord ! thus they 
live and deal with those who seek and fear Thee with all their 
hearts. 

Say, beloved lords, when shall this cruel, disgraceful murder- 
ing, bloody seed, be prevented by you from continuing in their 
Judas like conduct? When will you turn your backs to their 
deceiving lies, and turn your faces to Christ? When shall your 
deadly and avenging sword be wiped from its blood and again 
be put into the sheath? When wpl you hear and fear God, more 
than you do lords and princes? When shall the abominations 
of anti-christ be rooted out of your heart, and instead thereof, 
plant the doctrine of Christ therein ? When will you be satisfied 
with pious and unblamable lives, and be satiated with the blood 
of innocent saints? When shall Christ Jesus, with his word, 
spirit and life, through faith, be conceived in you, and in deed 
be born in you ? I fear never. For yon are earthly and sen- 
sually minded, the eyes of your understanding are darkened, that 
you desire the world rather than heaven ; lies rather than truth ; 
sin rather than righteousness; the honor and praise of man 
rather than the honor and praise of God. 

Tes, beloved lords, why say much ? With you it is the same 
as with the priests and preachers, who, through the instruction 
of scripture, know the truth in part ; but since thev love their 
cross-fleeing body more than Gk>d, they preach only so far as 
the mandates and resolutions of the princes permit and suffer, 
so that they do not incur the displeasure of the world, and be 
deprived or their worldly honor, and their easy life. It is the 
same case with you, my dear lords. Though many of you know 
that the teaching, ceremonies, divine service and life of your 
priests and preachers are untrue, deceiving, idolatrous, false 
and carnal, and that ours are the doctrine and ceremonies of 
the Lord, according to scripture. But, in order to retain the 
friendship of the emperor and your incomes, (I mean you who 
are guilty of blood,) sooner will Christ Jesus, with his innocent 
lambs, without any mercy, (if the mandates be enforced,) have 
t^ endure cruelty and shame, as the ring-leaders, knaves and 
rogues, be taken by you, exiled, robbed and slain. And then 
you say : The emperor's mandates, and not we, judge you. 

Beloved lords beware ; the hour is fast a^^i:Q^*(^Vi\\v^^ >^^ 
the almighty, the great, and tertibVe Qio^> VJaa Voi^^x^^^^ 
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righteous judge, iTfill judge and sentence all om* doings; then 
you will see too late, whom you haye persecuted and stabbed. 
Therefore, awaken in time, fear Qod and repent, while it is yet 
called to-day. (Rev. 1.) 

I entreat you, my reader, be not displeased that I have 
digressed so far ; for it was not without cause. But now, we 
will continue in the name of the Lord, in the thing we have 
undertaken, and treat and teach as much of it, as the merciful 
Father will grant us grace and aid thereto, that we may rightly 
dhow to all the godfearing, who seek the truth, the difference 
between faith and unbelief, the fruits of faith and of unbelief, 
and that they may grow up in the true christian faith, until the 
gracious Father, out of his abundance of glory, make them 
strong in the inner man, by power, through the spirit, and till 
Christ dwell in their hearts, through faith, that they may be 
rooted and grounded in love, may be able to comprehend, with 
all saints, what is the breadth and length and depth and height, 
and to know the love of Christ, which passes knowledge, and be 
filled with all the fullness of God. (Eph. 3.) And besides, 
that they may know that it is all hatred and lying which the 
scribes teach and cast up, touching our faith concerning the 
sword, sedition, polygamy, &c. I speak of that, which 1 and 
my beloved brothers preach and teach, verbally or by writing, 
publicly or privately, to all the well disposed. 

Cordially beloved brothers, if we can rightly see with spiritual 
eyes, into the impure, abominable doctrine and faith, with all 
tne abominable unbelief and blind evil life, resulting from such 
abominable doctrine of those, whose boast themselves christians, 
then we may with propriety be astonished at the great blind- 
ness and grievous error; yea, be grieved to death. No matter 
how cruei and rude so ever, it must be called the holy christian 
&ith, O God 1 



THE PAPISTIC BELIEF. 

It is true, that papists teach and believe, that Jesus Christ 
is the Son of God, that he offered up his flesh, and shed his 
blood for us, bdt with this difference^ if we would enjoy it, and 
be partakers thereof, we have to adhere to the pope and his 
church, and be obedient, hear mass, receive the holy water, 
perform pilgrimages, call upon the mother of the Lord, and the 
departed saints, to confess at least twice a year, receive papistic 
absolatioa, hare childcen baptized, commemorate the holy days. 



OF THE LUTHERAN BELIEF. 169 

The priests have to tow chastity ; the bread in the mass, miut 
be called the flesh, and the wine, the blood of Christ. Besides 
all their other idolatry and abominations, which are daily prac- 
ticed by them. 

And all this is called, by the ignorant, the most holy christian 
faith, and the institation of the holy christian church. Although 
it is nothing but mere human opinion, self-chosen righteousness, 
deceiving hypocrisy, manifest deceiving of the soul, ungodly, 
indecent bodily nourishment and gain of lazy priests, an ac- 
cursed idolatry, an incensin? of God, a disgraceful blasphemy, 
an unworthy despising of the blood of Christ, a self-devised 
undertaking, a disobedient contumacy to the divine word. In 
short, a false, offensive divine service and open idolatry, of 
which Jesus Christ (to whom the Father points us) has not left 
or commanded us a single letter of all these things. (Matt. 17 ; 
Mark 19.) 

And it does not suffice that they practice such abominations ; 
but they not only also despise as useless all true fruits of faith, 

i commanded of God himself,) the sincere and pure love and 
ear of God, the love and service of our neighbor, the true 
sacraments and divine service, &c., but also revile it as hereti- 
cal, exterminate and persecute. I think this may properly be 
called a sect. 



OF THE LUTHERAN BELIEF. 

The Lutherans teach and believe, that we are alone saved 
by faith, without any works. They insist upon it so inflexibly, 
as if works were not at all necessarv ; yea, theLifaith is of such 
a property and nature that no work can be sufi^red or allowed 
beside it. And, therefore, had the highly important and zealous 
epistle of James, (because he reproves such a frivolous, vain 
doctrine and faith) to be esteemed and considered as straw. 
presumption 1 Is the doctrine straw, then must also the chosen 
apostle, the faithful servant and witness of Christ, who wrote 
and taughty have been a man of straw — this is as clear as the 
meridian sun. For the doctrine shows how the man was. (Mark 
12 ; Luke 7.) 

Let every one take heed, how, and what he teaches ; for with 
this rude doctrine they have led the rude and ignorant, great 
and small, citizens and the common people, into such a fruitless 
wild life, and have left them so much liberty, that we would 
scarcely find such an ungodly and abominable U(i& ^\£v^\!k% *Cc^^ 
Turks and Tartars, as we see among l\i^m. TV€« ^^^\!^ ^<i^^^ 
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bear testimony ; for the luxurious eating and drinking ; the 
superfluity and wantonness, whoring, lying, cheating, cursing, 
swearing by the wounds of the Lord, sacraments and sufferings, 
shedding of blood, striking and quarrelling, &c., which obtain 
among many of them, and, alas, have neither measure nor end. 
Both the teachers and hearers are the same in many carnal 
things, as may be seen. For what I well know, that I write, 
and what I myself have heard and seen, I testify, and I know 
that I testify the truth. 

If any one can simply say with them : Ah ! what dishonest 
knaves and villains are these desperate priests and monks, 
they wish them the venereal or some other disease. The un- 
godly pope with his shorn crew, say they, have deceived us long 
enough with purgatory, confession and fasting. We now eat 
as we have hunger ; fish or flesh, as we desire ; For every 
creature of God is good, says Paul, and is not to be rejected. 
But what follows they do not want to understand or know ; 
namely, to the believing, who know the truth and enjoy it with 
thanksgiving. They further say : How shamefully they deceived 
us poor people, that they have robbed us of the blood of the 
Lord, and directed us to their mummery and to their enchanting 
works. But God be praised, we now know that all our works 
avail nothing, for Christ's blood and death alone must blot out, 
and pay for our sins. Begin to sing a psalm : Der Strick ist 
entzwey und wir seyndfrey^ ^•c., i. e. The cord is cut asunder 
and we are at liberty. At the same time drunk, full to overflowing 
of strong drink. Any one who can but read this distich, if he 
live ever so carnally, is a good evangelical man, and a suitable 
brother. And should some one come, who would in true and 
sincere love, admonish or reprove them, and direct them to 
Jesus Christ, to his doctrine, sacraments and unblamable ex- 
ample, and show that it does not become a christian to carouse 
and drink, and to revile and curse, &c., he must from that hour 
hear, that he is a legalist, ( Werkheiliger) one that would take 
heaveu by storm, or a factionist, a fanatic or hypocrite, a de- 
famer of the sacrament, or an ana-baptist. 

Behold I thus God, the righteous Lord, sufiers these to err 
and go astray in their hearts, who rely upon the precious death 
and the most holy flesh and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ, the 
Son of God, together with his saving and reverent word, in 
their sensual lusts and wantonness, and make it an occasion of 
their unclean and sinful flesh. It appears to me this may also 
truly be called, a tolerated, large and great sect. 
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OF . THE ENGLISH. ZUINGLIAN, OR 
CALVINISTIC BELIEF. 

The English, or Zainglians believe and confess that there are 
two sons in Christ Jesus, the one is God's son, without mother, 
and impassive ; and the other is the son of Mary, or the son of 
man, without father, and passive. And in this passive son of 
Mary, the impassive Sou of God dwelt; so that the son of 
Mary, who was crucified, and died for us, was not the son of God. 
This was acknowledged by one of their principal teachers, called 
Martin Micron, also by one Harman von Ronsen, (if I recol- 
lect hi& name rightly,) before me, two or three times in a large 
assembly, in the year 1554. 

Further, the said Micron, when I questioned him in relation 
to the aura seminis of the woman, concerning which we had 
not a few words, acknowledged and said : I have to confess 
that a woman has no seminal functions but an afflux of catame- 
nial fluid to the uterus. See, before God, it is the truth that I 
write ! He also wrote in a book, printed in Endand — these are 
his words — touching the coagulating of the fluids in her uterus. 
If the fluids thus changed, as the book says, and as he confesses, 
that a woman has only catamenial fluids in the uterus, as sai^; 
therefore, it is evident, that they believe (if they agree with him) 
that their Savionr is not God's first and only begotten son, bnt 
the mere result of a vitiated state of the uterine fluids. 

John a Lasco also writes, that Christ partook of no oth%r 
flesh than that which was subject to sin and death, in order 
that he might be tempted. He states in the same book : If he 
is holy, why was he sentenced in the Father's judgment, for the 
sake of sin? This I cannot otherwise understand, before God, 
than that he believes, that the man Christ Jesus, was a sinful 
Christ and guilty of death. Bead his defence made against me, 
of the Incarnation ; there you will find his ground. 

O God, watch over all true hearts, that they may never believe 
such intolerably great abominations. It makes me shudder, 
and I am astonisned in my heart, yea, I am ashamed in my 
soul, that I must make mention thereof; for it is too offensive. 
But since they defame and slander us daily before all men, both 
verbally and by writing, what a very detestable ground and 
doctrine we have of Christ, (since we confess, with the scripture, 
that he was the first and only begotten son of God who died for 
us,) and they present these abominable things to the poor 
simple people, as said, and deceive them so vjvSaet^iXA"^ *C^^x^^ N 
for this reason, ara I constrained in m^ conftcvftxi^^, VN^ MX^a Voi^st 
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of God, and to warn all the godfearing,) that I had to notice this 
here, to present it to the reader, whose mind is held captive by 
them, to reflect npon ; for I know not how we conld believe 
more cruelly and abominably of Christ, teach, feel, think or 
speak of, than to say : It was not the Son of God who died for 
us, bat it was the result of a vitiated catemenial fluid, — a man 
that had to die for sin, &c. 

And though they would gainsay and deny this, and say that 
I wrote this gratuitously concerning them, it is true, this hap- 
pened repeatedly, and before many pious hearts ; they may deny 
it, but it will be found true in the aay of the righteous ludgment, 
before the eyes of the Eternal and great majesty, as I have writ- 
ten it. abominable sect I 
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Wb teach and believe, and this by virtue and power of the 
whole scriptures : That the whole Christ Jesus from above and 
below, inwardly and outwardly, visibly and invisibly, is God's 
first and only begotten Son, the incomprehensible, eternal 
Word, by which lul things are created. (John 1.) The first 
bom of every creature, (Col. 1.) Became a true man in Mary, 
the immaculate virgin, through the almighty, eternal Father, 
eternal spirit and power, beyond the comprehension and know- 
ledge of all men. (John 1.) Sent and given unto us out of pure 
mercy and grace, from tne Father. (John 3.) The express 
image of the invisible Gk)d. (Col. I.) And the brightness of 
his glory. (Heb. 1.) We teach and believe that the first and 
only begotten Son of Gk)d, Jesus Christ, is our only and eternal 
Messiah, prophet, teacher and high priest. (Deut 18 ; Heb. 5, 
10.) Who has fulfilled the required and commanded law for 
all his believers, (inasmuch as they could not fulfil it on account 
of the weakness of their flesh.) Who taught us his Father's 
good will and pleasure, and went before us as an unblamable 
pattern, and freely offered himself upon the cross for our sins, 
as a sweet-smelling sacrifice to the Father. (Bom. 8 ; Col. 2 ; 
Eph. 2 ; Matt 12 ; John 13 ; Eph. 5.) Through whom we all, 
(who believe this cordially,) have received the forgiveness of our 
sins, grace, favor, mercy, liberty, loy, life eternoJ, a reconciled 
Father and free access to God, in the spirit. (Eph. 2.) And this 
all through his merits, righteousness, intercession and blood, 
and not through our own works. Behold this is the true sum- 
marj of our belief concerning Christ, oar Saviour, the Son of 
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All who believe this, in their hearts, as certain and trne, and 
are assured, through the word of God, in their hearts and spirit, 
are inwardly changed, receive the fear and love of God, and 
bring forth out of their faith, righteousness, fruit, power, an 
unblamable life and a new principle, as Paul says : With the * 
heart we believe unto righteousness. (Rom. 10.] Through 
faith, says Peter, God purifies our hearts. (Acts 15.) And thus 
follow tne fruits of righteousness out of an upright, unfeigned, 
pious. Christian faith. Observe this well. 

For all those who believe the righteous judgment of God and 
his eternal wrath over all sin and wickedness, and do not doubt 
at all, look at the fallen angels, (2 Pet. 2 ; Jude'l,) they look at 
the first, depraved world, (Gen. 6, 7, 8,) at Sodom and Gomor- 
rah, (Gen. 19,) and upon disobedient, refractory Israel, (Heb. 3,) 
they take particular notice how God humbled his innocent Son, • 
who knew of no sin, and in whose mouth guile was not found, 
how he was humbled, made the most miserable among men for 
the sake of our sins. (Isa. 53.) Yea, that he was so beaten and 
tortured, that, while extendea on the cross, he innocently com- 
plained to his Father : My God, my God, why hast thou forsaken 
me? (Matt. 27,) 

All, we say, who truly believe this, in their hearts, certainly 
will flee from all unrighteousness, as they would from the fangs 
of a serpent ; they turn away from all sins, and dread them 
more than a burning fire or a piercing sword, for their whole 
mind and conscience testify to them, that if they premeditately 
sin against God's law and word, and do not receive Christ in a 
pure and good conscienc3, live according to the flesh, despise 
the inviting voice of God, that they will fall under the dreadful, 
eternal sentence and wrath of God. (Heb. 10.) 

This the pious and aged Eleazar believed, (2 Mace. 6,) and 
the god-feanng, virtuous mother, with her seven sons, (2 Mace. 
7.) The three faithful young men in the fiery furnace, and be- 
loved Daniel, (Dan. 3, 6,) and the fair, virtuous Susan, the 
honorable pattern of all pious women. fDan. 13.) And would, 
therefore, rather endure for a season the ire and fury of tyrants 
than sin, and thus bring upon themselves the eternal anger 
and wrath of God. The righteous, say the scriptures, live by 
faith. (Heb. 2 ; Rom. 1 ; Gal. 3 ; Heb. 10.) For the true 
evangelical faith, which makes the heart sincere and pious be- 
fore God, moves, changes, urges and constrains a man so, that 
he will always hate the evil, and willingly do the things which are 
right and just. Yea, even as it is not necessarry to admonish or 
warn a man of understanding not to cut his own throat, or to 
drink poison, or to thrust himself from a hijb. loi^^x , «^ "va "^"^^j,^ 
into deep water ; for he knows weW, \1 V> ^\^ ^o, >Ctv^\.\\fe ^«^^ 
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not escape death. So it is also nnnecessary that we should 
admonish, or warn those, who cordially believe that the wages 
of sin is death, that drunkards, liars, fornicators,, adulterers, 
the avaricious, idolaters, blasphemers of God, envious blood- 

^ shedders, perjurers, thieves, and the like sinners, shall not 
inherit the kmgdom of Christ — that they shall not get drunk, 
shall not commit fornication, &c. (Bom. 6.) For the divine 
fear, which is of such a faith, warns, reproves, urges and deters 
them so, that they will never more consent to such sensual, 
ungodly works, much less do them. For their faith, I say, is 
sealed of the spirit through the word, teaches them that the 
end thereof is death. (Bom. I, 6 ; 1 Cor. 6 ; Gal. 5 ; Eph. 5 ; 
Bev. 21, 22.) 
We must thus believe with the heart, as Paul says, (Bom. 10,) 

. that is : we must so adhere to the word to receive and impress 
it upon our hearts, that we never turn or be diverted from it, 
but that faith be more and more rooted in our hearts, so that, 
through the virtue thereof, we may fear God with all our powers, 
and do sincere penance. For cordial, unfeigned fears drives out 
sin, and it is impossible to be justified without the fear of Qod, 
(Prov. 2.) 

Here observe, what an excellent, pleasing fruit of faith, the 
fear of the ^ Lord is, for it is the only power which expels the 
sins of believers, buries, slays, destroys and makes sin nought, 
this is the first part of true repentance, as we are taught and 
admonished by the baptism of believers. (Bom. 6 ; Col. 2.) The 
fear of the Lobd (says David) is the beginning of wisdom ; a 

good understanding have all they that do his commandments : 
is praise endureth for ever. (Ps. 111.) 

Further : All who comprehend and understand with a sincere, 
unwavering, believing heart, God's great solicitude and ardent 
care for us, (here I speak of him according to the manner of man) 
and his unbounded great kindness, mercy and love, as paternally 
manifested toward us through Christ Jesus, how that he did not 
spare his only Son (by whom he created the heavens and the 
earth, the seas and the fullness thereof,) his incomprehensible, 
eternal Word, power and wisdom, but that he, for our sakes, 
ffave him over, humbled him, let him endure hunger, thirst, was 
derided, taken, mocked, spit upon his holy face, was scourged, 
crowned with a crown of thorns, condemned, crucified and slain, 
that we, through his sickness and stripes, might be healed, through 
his poverty might become rich, (1 Pet. 2 ; 2 Cor. 8,) that we 
might, through his being despised, obtain glory; through his 
cursing, obtain blessing ; through his punishment, receive grace ; 
through his blood, the remission of sin ; through his offering, be 
reconciled, and throngh his death might obtain eternal life. He 
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also created eveiy liTing creature for onr use, and made them 
subject to us. He serves and provides us with winter and 
summer, heat and cold, with night and day, with rain and 
dearth ; he sent to us his holy apostles with his holy word, en- 
dowed us with his spirit, enlightens, governs, admonishes, re- 
proves and comforts us ; he has given us shelter, and food to 
supply our wants, and, in the midst of a perverted lion4ike 
generation, he kept and preserved us by his grace, &c. I say, 
again, he believes this with all his heart, apprehends and lavs 
hold of, he can never be prevented neither by angel nor devil, 
neither by life nor death; but he must love this gracious 
Father, from his inmost heart, who has manifested so great love 
and mercy towards us grievous sinners ; yea, praise, honor and 
be grateful to him — serve, and be obedient to nim, all the days 
of his life. 

For this is the greatest delight and joy of believers, that they 
in their weakness may walk and live according to the will and 
word of the Lord, and where unfeigned the love of God obtains, 
there, without fail, must also be the voluntary, ready serviCle of 
that love, namely, the keeping of his cdlnmands. (John 14 ; 1 
John 5 ; 2 John 1.) Solomon savs : They that put their trust 
in him shall understand the trutn, and such as will be faithful 
in love shall abide in him. (Wis. 3.) And this is what Paul 
says : That in Christ neither circumcision nor nncircumciuon 
availeth, but faith, which worketh by love. (Gal. 5.) 

That love is of an effective power and nature, can be very 
plainly seen in natural love ; for we need not admonish rationiu 
parents, to pfovide their children with the necessary food and 
clothing, but natural love will admonish them thereto. And 
thus with man and wife, who cordially love each other with 
conjugal love, they think it no displeasure kindly to love each 
other and be fellow helpers, as it becomes them, being one flesh. 
(Eph. 5.) And so are also the nature and property of holy, 
divine love, for all those who by faith are one with the Father 
and his Son, Christ Jesus, in love %nd spirit, through the true 
and genuine knowledge of the aforementioned favor, need not 
to be admonished that they should serve the Lord, seek tiie 
kingdom of God, use baptism and the Lord's supper, according 
to tne ordinance of the scriptures, should constrain heart and 
tongue, to reflect upon the law and will of God with all earnest- 
ness, hear Christ and follow him, and that they should not love 
gold and silver, money and possessions, wife and children, life 
and death more than Christ and his word. For the effedlual 
nature of the ardent love of God, which is of a pure heart, good 
conscience, unfeigned faith urges and constroiw^^ ^s^nr^^'^^ «sk^ 
operates so much in their hearts, tViat \\i«^ ^X-wA^^^^^'t^^'^^^^ 
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body and soul, possession and blood, to do what he commanded 
them, and not do that which he prohibited ; as we may see (God 
be praised) in great plainness and power, and hear daily of many 
pious hearts. 

And it is hereby evident, if we would love God and walk in 
obedience to his commands, we should then believe, have a spe- 
cial regard to his favors, and with the heart adhere closely to 
the word of his promise, as said ; for that love which is sincere, 
is a verv precious fruit, it is a branch and plant of faith from 
which tne other part of true repentance flows, namely, the un- 
blamable new life, represented to us by baptism, as related 
above, of the fear of the Lord : " Without which love, all elo- 
quence, all tongues, all knowledge and understanding, all boast- 
ings of faith, learning, miracles, prophesying, alms, persecution, 
cross and suffering, are vain before God ; yea, dead and without 
fruit, (1 Cor. 13.") 

Everv one that loveth is born of God, and knoweth God : and 
God is love, (1 John 4,) and such a one does all things honestly 
to thi word of the Lord, for love is the fulfilling of the law, 
(Bom. 13.) the obediem^ to his commands, (John 14 ; 1 John 5, j 
the bond of perfection and peace, (Col. 3 ; Eph. 4,) prefigured 
by the splendid girdle of Aaron and his sons, (Exod. 18.) 

Love, says Solomon, is strong as death ; jealousy is cruel as 
the grave; the coals thereof are coals of fire, which have a 
most vehement flame, many waters cannot quench lovje, (Cant. 
8,) yea, so firm and strong and ardent is love that it surpasses 
everv thing, conquers and consumes what is opposed to Christ 
and his word, be it world or flesh, tyrant or devil, sin or death, 
or whatever we may think of or name ; and this is all through 
the power and spirit of Jesus Christ of whom it originates. 
(Bom. 8.) 

Moses preceded with fear, then Christ with love. First the 
terrific land, and afterwards the consoling gospel ; first wrath 
in the feelings of our consciences, afterwards grace ; first un- 
easiness of pain, then peacyp; first tribulation, then joy. In 
short, first the letter which killeth, then the spirit whicn quick- 
ens. (2 Cor. 3.) 

Benold, my reader, such a faith as mentioned, is the true 
christian faith, which praises, honors, magnifies and extols God 
the Father and his Son Jesus Christ, tnrough filial fear and 
fruitful love, for by it we know the Father's good will towards 
us through Christ ; by it, I say, we know that all the promises 
to life fathers, the waiting of the patriarchs, the whole figura- 
tive law, and all the predictions of the prophets, are fulfilled in 
Christ, totth Christ, and through Christ, (Bom. 10.) That, Christ 
/> oar king, prince^ Lord, Messiah, the promised David, (Jer. 23 
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33; Esek. 34; Gen. 49,) the Lion of the tribe of Jadah, (Bev. 
5,) the mighty God, the everlasting Father, the prince of peace, 
(Isa. 9,) God's almighty, incomprehensible, eternal word and 
wisdom, (John 1 ; 1 Cor. 1,) the first born of every creatnre, 
(Col. 1,) the light of the world, (John 3, 8, 12,) the Sun of right- 
eousness, (Wis, 5,) the trne vine, (John 15,) the well of life, (John 
7 ; Bev. 22,) the true door and shepherd of the sheep, (John 10,) 
the true foundation, (1 Cor. 3,) and the precious corner-stone in 
Zion, (Isa. 28 f Bom. 19 ; 1 Pet. 2,) the right way, the trulii and 
life, (John 14,) the promised prophet, (Deut. 18 ; Acts 3, 7,) onr 
master and teacher, (John 3, 13,^ our Bedeemer ; (Matt. 10 ; Col. 
1,) Saviour; ^Luke2; Tit. 2, 3,) Friend and bridegroom ; (Cant. 
1, 2, 3, 4 ; Jonn 3.) In short, our only and eternal mediator, 
advocate, high-priest, propitiator and intercessor, (1 Tim. 2 ; 1 
John 2 ; Heb. 5, 6, 7, 8, 9, 10, 13,) yea, our head and brother, 
(Eph. 1 ; Col. 1 ; Matt. 12 ; Heb. 2, &c.) JLnd since we know 
all this by faith, therefore, I say, we also oDserve his word rightly, 
hear his voice, and implicitly follow his example, counsel, and 
depart from ungodliness: — the heart is changed, the mind is 
renewed, and with Moses we rely upon the future promises, as 
though they were in sight, and patiently wait for them with pious 
Abraham, till he with all the chosen shall in reality inherit tnem. 
For faith, says Paul, is the substance of things hoped for, the evi- 
dence of things not seen, (Heb. 11.) He says, further : But hope 
that is seen is not hope, (Bom. 8.) God (says Christ himself) is 
a spirit, (John 4 ;) his word and grace are spiritual ; the promise 
of the New Testament is spiritual; his kingdom and government 
are spiritual ; and thus we have to believe all things through a 
pure, sincere and sure faith, with a candid heart and judge and 
see with spiritual eyes ; but we may well say with Paul : For all 
men have not faith. (2 Thess. 3.] 

Therefore, all those who stop tneir ears to the threatening and 
slaying law, and will not fear God, and also reject and desire not 
the gracious gospel of Christ, shut their eyes to the light of right- 
eousness, and will neither see nor wal^ the true way, harden their 
hearts, and will not acknowledge the just judgment of God's 
wrath and displeasure, his mercy and favor and his unbounded 
grace, they are unbelievers ; for they reject Christ Jesus, run 
haughtily, yea presumptuously, into perverse ways ; they choose 
to themselves a righteousness and means of salvation contrary to 
the word of God ; the wisdom of the Lord they esteem foolish- 
ness; his truth as lies; his gospel as delusion; the virtuous, 
christian life as madness ; and the true use of his sacraments, as 
heresy, open idolatry, commands of men, superstition and abomi- 
nable lies, are their consolation and most rea&oix'd.VkV^ <^^xNNst.^\ 
their belly is their God : they love t\ie\«0T:\9LXitfix^^wv\ss«:*^^\ 
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all their delight is in covetousness, avarice, pride and pomp, in 
pold and silver, in money and possessions ; in buying and selling, 
they cheat and deal treacherously ; their common life is drinking, 
gambling, cursing, swearing, hatred, strife and fighting, they fol- 
low the flesh in its lusts ; they defame and seek the calamity of 
their neighbor, his dishonor, disgrace and shame. In short, they 
say, with the fool, in their hearts : There is no God. (Ps. 13 ; 
Ezra 18.) 

Although they boast of God with the mouth, praise his name 
with their lips, bow their bodily knees, saying, that they are 
redeemed with Ohrisfs death and blood, it is nevertheless vain 
hypocrisy ; for they do it only from habit, and feignedly, and not 
inwardly, through faith, in power and truth. They are those of 
whom it is written : They profess that they know God ; but in 
works they deny him ; being abominable and disobedient, and 
to every good work reprobate. (Tit. 1.) And this, because they 
do not believe Christ and his word, (their end is death,) as he 
says : He that believeth not shall be damned, yea, is already 
condemned. (Mark 16.) 

It is true what Paul says : That it is impossible to please God 
without faith, for he that comes to God, must believe that he is, 
and that he is a rewarder of them that diligently seek him. 
(Heb. 11.) for an open heart I For profound understanding I 
Yea, if we rightly examine these words, we have reason to be 
astonished at Paul's wisdom and understanding. For if we do 
rightly reflect upon the matter, we have to confess before the 
Lord, (who tries our reins and hearts,) that we never believed 
it with the heart, that God is, and hence, we led a vain ungodly 
life. For it cannot be otherwise ; if any one believes with all 
his hearty that God is, he will also believe that his word is true, 
that the wages of sin is death, that all things are open to his eyes, 
and that there is nothing concealed before him. (Rom. 8 ; Heb. 
4.) That we must give an account of all our thoughts, words 
and deeds, before his judgment seat in the day of his coming. 
(Isa. 66 ; Matt. 12 ; Rom, 2 ; 2 Cor. 5.) Believing all this, we 
then begin to be astonished before such an omniscient and right- 
eous Ju^g€, yea to fear and tremble greatly. 

In the second place, I say : All who believe with the heart, 
that God is, they also believe that he is true, and therefore, none 
can be saved contrary to his word ; for he is the God of truth, 
and in him there are no lies. His uttered word abides, it can 
neither be bent nor broken ; those who thus believe, begin to 
fear his righteous I'udgment ; they cast behind them all their false 
patchwork, all false promises, all the bolsters and cushions of 
fhe false prophets, and the seek the Lord who bought them. 
T/rejr are abased in their own eye&*, for the heart is humbled^ 
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They sigh and weep, pray and lament, knock and call at the 
throne of grace, till they are heard and encouraged by the word 
of his peace, comforted with the promise of his grace, and 
anointed with the Holy Ghost. ^^ 

In the third place, I say : All who believe that God is, also 
believe that he is gracious and merciful, that he bestowed and 
sent us his Son, and that he taught us the right way, fulfilled 
the law for us, reconciled us to the Father, and redeemed us by 
his blood and bitter death ; has conquered hell, the devil, sin and 
death, and obtained for us grace, favor, mercy, and eternal life, 
&c. And therefore, the drooping hearts are again revived 
(which saw through the threatening law, nothing but the wrath 
of God and eternal death.) They become candid, peaceable, and 
joyful in the Holy Ghost, are of a joyful disposition, and are thus 
made to belong to their head and Saviour, are united and 
made one with Him, ingrafted through the spirit of God and 
pure and unfeigned love, that they are of one heart, one soul and . 
spirit with him ; think, speak and live in their weakness as he has 
taught and commanded them in his word. They renounce and 
avoid all false doctrine, all unbelief, all false sacraments, all 
idolatry ; put oflF the spotted garment of sin, which is the evil 
perverted life, and is of the flesh. They seek the doctrines and 
sacraments commanded them of Christ ; that divine service which 
is taught in the scriptures, and that pious and unblamable life 
which is from God. For by faith they are changed in the inner 
man, converted and renewed, because they have a sealed, and 
assured conscience, which bears witness to them that God is, 
that he is righteous and true, gracious and of abundant mercy. 
And therefore they desire, to do and act, so that they do nothing 
but what they know through the word, that Christ taught and 
left them, through his holy apostles and prophets. "-^ 

Behold, my brethren, here you have now the true properties 
and nature of a true christian faith, and what a great mystery, 
signification, power and spirit are contained summarily in these 
words : He must believe that God is; (Heb. 11,) he that believeth 
on Mm has eternal life ; (John 3,) he that believeth and is bap- 
tized shall be saved; (Mark 16;) whosoever believeth on him 
shall not be ashamed, (Rom. 10,) and the like passages. For it 
will always be the case where there is a true, sincere, christian 
faith, there also will be a dying to sin, a new creature, true re- 
pentance, a sincere, regenerated and unblamable christian. One 
does no longer live according to the lusts of sin, but according 
to the will of him who purchased us with his blood, drew«*is by 
his spirit and regenerated us by his word, namely, Christ Jesua. 

But where there is only nommal faitl\ ^xA w^ yv^X&wv.^'^''^'^^^ 
change, or new and penitent life, l\ietfe \& iLo\)ti\xi?»^sviX» >^\!^s«Si^<»^^ 
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hypocrisy and lies. No matter how moch we may speak, or dis- 
pute about the scriptures. This rule will abide, and can never 
be broken : Ifyt live after the flesh, ye shall die, (Bom. 8.) All, 
therefore, who liye in pomp and wantonness, in excessive eating 
and drinking, adultery, fornication, avarice, hatred, envy, las- 
civiousness, defrauding and such sins ; — all who defame the Lord's 
holy and high name, word and will, and also his community, 
slander and traduce their neighbor ; deprive him of his honor, 
name, welfare, body and goods ; who curse and swear by the 
Lord's sufferings, wounds, sacraments, cross and death, &c. All 
who do so are unbelieving heathens, and not believing christians. 
This is as plain as daylight, for their fruits testify before the 
whole world, that they are not the true olive tree and vine from 
which we may pluck or gather the true, ripe fruits ; for, that 
they comfort themselves with the doctrines and commands of 
men, use a strange baptism. Lord's supper and divine service, 
which Christ has not taught ; seek the remission of sins by foreign 
means ; such as holy waters, masses, auricular confession,' pil- 
grimage, &c. ; walk in a perverted, crooked path ; believe not 
Christ and his word, all must confess who have only natural dis- 
cernment and understanding. But all who confess and acknow- 
ledge Christ to be the son of God, and his word as the truth, that 
his commands are eternal life, seek no other word, sacraments, 
or means of reconciliation, nor another way of life than that 
which Christ, God's only Son, presented and taught them by the 
word of his truth. 

And hence it is evident, where sincere and true faith obtains, 
which avails before God, which is a gift of Grod, and comes from 
hearing the holy word, through the blossoming tree of life, full 
of all manner of precious fruits of righteousness, such as fear 
and love of God, mercy, friendship, chastity, temperance, humi- 
lity, candor, truth, peace and joy m the Holy Ghost, &c. (Bom. 
3 ; Gal. 3 ; Eph. 2 ; Bom. 10.) For where there is a sincere, 
evangelical, pious faith, there also are the sincere, gospel fruits 
of an evangelical nature. 

I say gospel fruit, for the strange fruit, such as infant baptism, 
masses, matms, vespers, caps, palms, chapels, altars, bells, &c., 
know not the gospel, for they are neither commanded of God, 
nor of Jesus Cnrist, his Son, nor by the holy apostles and pro- 
phets, therefore, are they abominations and not believing fruits, 
even as the golden calves were with Israel, (1 Kings 15,) the 
worship of Baal, the high places, altars and churches, ana the 
crime, of making their children to pass through the fire. (Jer. 7, 

The true evangelical faith looks upon, and has respect to, the 
doctrine, ceremonies, commandt, pTobibiiioiii> and unblamable 
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examples of Christ hhmby and strives to confoni tiiereto witkr 
ali its powers even as fire in its nature can produce nothing bw^ 
combustioQ and flame ; the sun, nothing but light and hcedt ; the^ 
water causes moisture, and a good tree brings goiod ftmi, afber 
ite natmral properties; and mas evantgelicf^ fait» prodnoes trwHi 
evangelical fitoit^ (ajrain I say,) and thait after its Ime, ^oo4r 
evttingeMcal naisre : iTea, even' as an honest, virtneos bride> b^ 
virtne, and the natnre of noinral love, is ever ready to hear:tBd» 
follow the voice of her bridegroom ; and from a sincisre, pibar 
disposition, favor and love whicfa she has for, and towards Hamif 
will ever so condvct herself, before her most futfaful friend and' 
beloved husband, whom she l*espects and loves with all her heart,' 
feMT his sake voluntarily endures what «Ter may befall her ; eveii' 
also it is with a sincere, regenerated believer, who has been* 
joined to Christ, by grace through faith ; he has become one with 
Christ through this ardent love, that he is ever prepared, in his 
love and will, to endure all tMngs for Jesus's holy name's sake,- 
in evil as well as in good report. Eager to endure all things 
that mav befall him at any time, be it joy or tribulation, satia- 
tion or hunger, refreshing or thirst, honor or dishonor, in gooA 
or bad report, in prison or at liberty, in exile or at home, an 
easy or a hard life, death or life. Such a sonl partakes of her 
bridegroom's nature and disposition, is pious in heart and 
thought ; true in words and well seasoned ; all her wave are 
righteousness, devontness ; wise as the serpent, as harmless a» 
the dove; a genuinely pious disposition, fidelity, seal, peaea/ 
fervent prayer, an unblamable conduct, a sincere, pure, brothetly 
hme, and a voluntary obedience to Christ and his holy word ; 
for, I say, the righteous live by faith, (Heb. 2 ; Rom. 1 ; Gal. ^ j 
Heb. 10,) as we shall be shown plainly by the gpaee of iGod, by 
the following exam pies, recorded in tin Iwly scriptnres. 
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OF NOAH'S FAITH. 

Ths ^ly scriptures testify concerning Noah, the son bf 
Lamech, thatiie found grace before the Lord, because he wu 
a righteous, godly man, uDwavering and perfect in his geneirat- 
tion, (Gen. 61) Peter calk him a preacher of righteousness, (2 
^et. 2.) High and glorious is the testimony, which is given in 
the -scriptures concerning this man. 

W^en all the world was depraved befofe God, and the face of 
all the earth was full of wickedness, the sons of God looked upofl 
tine dangbterr of men that they were fs4r,1b&if V^v^ >(2bi»Q^'^v^ 
c^ all tir^ofli ib»y ^ioobe, s^nd ktcmM iftA. iIAm ^<^m»^^<<^ ^'^^ 
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reprored by the spirit of God ; then spake the Lord : I will yet 
give them uie space of a handred and twenty years ; — he sJso 
gave Noah a command, that he should make a ship or ark, by 
which he and his honse might be saved from the coming flood, 
for God the Lord, was about to destroy the whole world with 
water. Noah believed the Lord's word with all his heart, and 
kept it in his mind, as if he saw it before him with his eyes. He 
commenced building as he had been commanded, for he believed 
with his whole heart, that the threatened punishment would come. 
And when the appointed year was completed, and the disobe- 
£ent wicked world repented not, the Lord's word must be ac- 
complished. Noah went into the ark with all clean and unclean 
creatures as the Lord commanded him. On the same day he 
entered the aric the foundation of the great deep, and the firma- 
ment of heaven were opened, and it rained forty days and forty 
nights till all the high mountains upon the face of the whole 
earUi, were covered fifteen cubits high with water, and all crea- 
tures upon the earth that had in them the breath of life, as men, 
birds, beasts and worms were destroyed. Noah and his family, 
together with the animals which were with him in the ark, were 
preserved in the ark by the power and grace of the Almighty, 
m whom Noah trusted with all his heart. (1 Pet. 3.) 

Through faith (saith Paul) Noah honored €k>d, and prepared 
the ark for the salvation of his house, according to the divine 
command which were not yet seen, through which he condemned 
the world, and became an inheritor of the righteousness which 
is by faith : (Heb. 11.) 

Oh ! lovely example, glorious pattern of a sure and firm 
faith. For, as he believea his God, so was he upright and un- 
wavering. He believed the threatened punishment nrmly, as if 
he saw it before his eyes, and therefore he laboured so many 
years, and, through the eternal spirit of Christ, he warned the 
unbelieving, disobedient spirits, or men led captive by sio, to 
repent and reform. He feared his Lord's word and doubted 
not that it would happen as the Lord hath spoken. He well 
knew that the Lord's word was powerful, as the prophet said : 
O Lord, by speaking didst thou in the beginning address the 
creation : Let there be heaven and earth — thy word is an all 
powerful work. (2 Ezra. 6.) 

And when he had preached and built forty, eighty or a hun- 
dred years, (the scriptures do not sav how long he built and 
taught,) he aid not become weak in faith by long delay, for he 
well knew that the punishment of God would come upon the im- 
penitent and unconverted, and that he, and his would be 
jpreserved through the mercy and RHMce of him who promised 
n>r Jbe k the God of truth, and no u% ia {Qnaid in biro. (lit. 1 ; 
Ifeb, 6.) 
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The Lord God warned the pious Noah, and said : The end of 
all flesh is come before me, for the earth is fall of violence, and 
behold, I will destroy it with the earth. (Gen. 6.) So also hath 
he through his own blessed son, through his holy prophets and 
apostles, with his word or truth, warned us and said : If yon 
repent not, be not born of God, believe not in Christ, walk not 
in his commandments, reform not your wicked lives, but serr« 
Strang Gods, be haughty, proud, ambitions, lustful, blood-thlrstv 
malicious, unjust, idle, earthly, fleshly, and devilish, you shall 
die in yonr sins, (I John 7,) and shall not enter into the king- 
dom of heaven, (John 3,) shall be condemned, (Mark 16,) shall 
be cast into the fiery pool (Rev. 21,) must inherit eternal wo and 
pain, with all the accursed, and with devils, (Matt, 15 ; 2 Thes. 
1,) and have no part nor communion in the kingdom of Christ, 
to all eternity. (1 Cor. 6.) 

My readers, if we, with the upright and godly Noah, take 
heed to the warnings of Christ and his holy spirit and beliere 
with the whole heart — believe God*8 word to be true and im- 
mutable — that the threatened punishment will come in its time, 
even though it be delayed a thousand years. I advise that 
every one watch, for all who die in their sins, receive their 
punishment, for, the time of grace is then expired. We shoold 
undoubtedly threaten the impenitent and unconverted with sOre 
wrath, which will be eternal in its duration. We should fSsar 
and tremble from our inmost souls, and pray our God for grace. 
We should clothe ourselves in sackcloth and mourning garments. 
We should truly repent, reform the wicked life, follow after 
righteousness, (1 Pet. 3) and with our new and spiritual Noah, 
Christ Jesus, enter into the new and spiritual arlc, which ift liis 
church ; and that we be careful at all times which is his 
church; that the fearful flood of the coming wrath of God, 
overtake us not, with all unbelievers and impenitent, who know 
neither God nor Christ, neither spirit nor word, as it happened 
to the old world, (Gen. 7, 8,) yea we should watch and wait from 
the heart upon the coming of the Lord, and give heed to the 
time of grace, preserve our wedding garment, and have oil 
in our lamps, we should see that our house be not cast down, 
and we with the unclad guest, be cast forth from the Lord's 
wedding, into utter darkness (Matt. 22) and abide eternally oat 
of doors. 

But if we believe not the threatening punishment, wrath and 
judgment of the Lord, and have little regard to the commands 
of the scriptures, and say with the mockers: Where is the pro- 
mise of his coming ? all things abide as they were from the be- 
.ginning, since the fathers fell asleep, (2 Pet. 1^ \\.^«n^\^X \^^ 
hai^B with ns as it did with the nnoeW^^^Tt^ «adL ^Mbs^j^^vKs^. 
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w.ho w^jre overtaken with sadden destraction in the time of 
Noah and Lot, (Gen. 7, 8, 19,) aa one may plainly see eucid read 
ooneeming the coming^f the Lord in Matthew 24, and Lnke 17. 
Again, if we believe not, neither regard the threatened judg- 
ment and wrath of the Lord, it will follow that we will lead a 
Srofligate life — do all that onr wicked flesh draires, eat, drink, 
uild, sow, reap and marry without any fear or care, and will 
avai^iciously hoard up gold, silver, and say haughtily in our heart 
there la peace and joy, till swift destruction shall overtake us, 
(2 TheSi 2.) Let every one look well and watch. The messenger, 
With his peremptory summons is already at the door, who will 
Mo^ **Bender aa ateount," thou mayest continue steward no 
longer. (Luke 16.) But eouM we with the righteous, unwavering 
jAnd pious Noah, believe the coming eternal wrath, and the pro- 
mises through Christ, to all true children of God, we would, unr 
4oubtedly, not be found so attentive, drowsy and polluted, but 
would, with fall earnestness without delay, rise from our abom- 
i«MLble sin and grievous errors, and would shun wickedness as 
we would a hungry roaring Lion or a blood-thirsty enemy, we 
we should also watch with open eyes, lest the master of the house 
overtake us when we sleep and regard him not. And that he 
imay not give our portion and lot, among the hvpocrites, let us 
itot strike onr fellow servants, and eat and drink with the gor- 
-mi^ndizer. (Matt. 24.) Concerning this watching, read (Matt 24, 
26 ; Mark 13 1 Luke 12 : 1 Thes. 5 ; 1 Pet 3 ; Bev. 3.) 



ABBAHAM'S FAITH AND OBEDIENCE. 

Abrahax the highorenowned patriarch, who had not his 
equal in honor, as Sirach writes, (tiiraoh 24.) For he believed 
:Qod and trusted upon his word with the Whole heart, and thus 
manifested obedience and power as the result of his faith, for 
ma the Lord commanded him and said : *'Get thee out of thine 
own country, and from thy kindred, and from thy father's house 
into a land that I will shew thee, and I will make thee a great 
nation, and 1 will bless thee, and make thy name greats and thou 
thalt be a blessing : and I will bless them that bless thee, and 
curse him that carseth thee, and in thee shall all families of the 
earth be blessed. (Gen. 12.) And when he heard the command, 
he believed his God and consulted not the ease of his body nor 
his natural reason, but renounced both, and did not stHve nor 
dispute with God, in whom he trusted and by whose command 
he went forth ; he did not desire to know before hand into what 
JMad Me Bkoald go, fie believed hn God with his whole heart. 
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he wias obedient and went forth at that hour, together with Ids 
wife not knowingc where he shoald go. He reposed firmly and 
surely upon the promise of God, who, woald not deceive nor 
betray him, for he well knew that he was a Ood who was trae 
and firm in all his words and that he would bring him into such 
a country as he had promised him. ^ • 

Behold, how upright and perfect, how plain, obedient, and fall 
of confidence is the christian fi^ith, as may be seen in this patri- 
arch. Compare your fiuth and its fruits with Abraham's fftiUi 
and its fruits, and I presume you will find that you have never 
yet become his faithful seed and children ; for, it is manifest 
that you are stubborn, unbelieving, and disobedient, and so fleshly 
and earthly minded that you would not five a cottage, a bed, a 
cow or -a horse, nor would endure a hard word for the sake of 
the word of the Liord, and his testimonv ; much less would you 
forsake father or mother, or the land of your birth, for the sake 
of your faith, and like Abraham, travel with wife And children 
to a foreign and unknown land. Cursed unbelief keeps off the 
whole world from the truth; for, many of you says: We well 
know that you have the truth, but what dose it avail ? Wo are 
poor and full of years, we cannot longer labor or earn ; we have 
a house full of children and cannot earn our bread in other 
lands; we fear, also, that the Lord may not have such a 
care for us as he had for Abraham ; others say we have much 
wealth — we are yet young in years, and may live long; fiither 
and mother hinder us. The wife says : My husband opposes 
me — the husband says : My wife is against me, and the lilce un- 
bdieving fleshly excuses and cares. They never take to heart, 
nor understand, that Christ has richly promised you, that if ybu 
abide by his word, you shall receive all necessaries, as food, 
clothing, and shelter. (Matt 6, 19 ; Mark 10 ; Luke 12.) I have 
been young but now I am old, (said David,) yet have I never seen 
the righteous man forsaken, nor his seed begging their bread. 
(Ps. 36.) 

Faithful reader, observe, if we had a flrm faith and a sure 
confidence, like as this godly man, and dare trust fVom the heart 
upon the living God, how little should we trouble ourselves 
with such heathenish cares, concerning food, clothing, eating, 
drinking, &c.; for we well know, that Christ, God's only Son, h%s 
promised that if we seek the kingdom of heaven, and his 
righteousness, and turn our hearts to some honest labor, he will 
not fbrsake us to all eternity, but will supply us our necessities, 
(Matt. 6) for he caresrfor us. (1 Pet. 5.) 

Observe farther : When a message came to Abte.\\axDL^^i3B«^ 
Lot, his brother's son, was taken to ^o^om Vj ^V^^wSaswB*!^ ^ 
tlM king ofEl&m, and his con¥edeTa.\e Yvxk^, k>ax^\v%.t^ xa^"^ ^*i 

1^* 



Hith tliree hundred «vd Bigkteeri of his seirants and followed 
: after ihs aforementioned hings ; he orertook them in the night 
-and slew them and re-took all their goods, together with Lot, 
ibe prisoners and their wires. (G«n. 14.) 

Her'e the faithful patriarch manifested his love, the resnlt of 
faith, and feared not the power of the four kings, lie tmsted 
in the Hying Ood, he sought not his own safety, nor the safety 
of his servants, bat willingly risked all, in order that he might 

• rescoe his oppressed kinsman from the hands of his enemies. 
All spiritual children, of Abtahain Ahonld, after his examnls, 
lov» their brethren who are born of thei inoormptibLa seed of 

- the holy divine word, and not only asstat them with money aoid 

g;^odB, but also, when neeeasity requires^ they should, in an evan- 

Judical manner, yield life itself for their sakea. (LJohn 3;) I-say 

; m an tvangdieal manner, because aid with tne sword, in the 

' }iew Testament, is forbidden to all true christians. True be- 

. licverR most suffer patiently, and not fight and strive with swords 

Md carnal weapooa. If we desire, by the help of the spirit and 

werd of the Lord, to save and gain our neighbor's soul, we would 

net dose the door upon hin when persecuted for the sake of the 

IfOrd't word, but we would receive him into onr houses, and in 

• his trouble we should give him our bread, iMsistance, comfort 
-and aid* lin such a case, it becomes us to risk our lives for oar 
breUiren, though we roust be rewarded with death. This example 
we have of Glvrist, who for our sakes, did not spare himself, but 
willingly yielded! his life, that we through him, might live. (Matt. 
30, 26 ; John lOi 3 ; Fet. 2, 4 ; 1 John 4.) 

• In the third place, observe, that Abraham was promised that 
hie seed should be numerous as the stare of heaven— that they 
should be strangers in another land that was not theirs, and 
they should be oppressed and compelled to serve four hundred 
vears,&c. (Qen. 15.) When this promise was made he believed*; 
he believed this, I say, and his belief was reckoned to him for 
righteousness. He waited with patience, and it was fulfilled in 
ijts time, (lieb. 6,> he murmured not, nor disputed with Qod, 
because his seed snould sufEer so ereatly for so manv yeara. An 
admonition to all tme christians that they should cleave to the 

. Lord's word, with all the heart, and should hold firmly to his 
promise ; for God cannot forget or break bis word ; heaven and 
earth may pass away, but his word shall stand and abide eternally. 
All who trust t(here shall be reckoued as righteous. Faith was 
counted to Abraham. (Lnke 21; Rom. 4; Qal. 3.) Through 
faith he saw the promise from afar ; he saw it, (1 say,) and com- 
forted himself therewith. (Heb. ll.| In like manner also with 

M^ the promUe. of the future, eternal life, is made in and through 
Cbrmtf aad we ere informed thait for\i\ft namtfautea^iie must 
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miifbr from thiti pervertod and wicked ^nerfttio*. (John 9.) 
Thk fr6inis8 will also, doabtless, be folfilled in proper time, to 
ftll who trant therein, thoagh long and sore they be oppressed 
by the evil Egyptian race. (Matt. 5.) For, although tne chil- 
dren of Abraham were grieved with much sorrow and pain for 
eoroe hundreds of years, yet did the Lord lead them forth victtf- 
nonsly, and gave them the land of promise. And thns it will 
be with US if we doubt not the promises^ bat receive them with 
a firm faith, as did Abraham, aad throsgh fliith walk in all tile 
commandments of God, possess our sonls in patience and hoMetf, 
fear, lore, thank and serve the Lord. (Li^e 21) 22 ; Exod. 12, 
5.) How lamentably soever, we are here petseented, oppressed, 
smitten, robbed and mardered by the hellish Pharaoh, and his 
lieree, nnmereifnl servants, or barned at the stakes of drowned 
in the water, vet shall the day of our salvation arrive, and all 
oar tears shall be wiped from onr eyes, and we shall be arrayed 
in tlM* white silken garments of righteoasness, and with AlM*fli- 
ham, Isaac and Jacob, follow the Lamb and sit down in the 
kkigdom of Qod and possess the precious, pleasant land of 
eternal peace. (Rev. 21; Rev. 6, 7, 19; Matt. &; Lake l$.) 
Praise God, ye who suffer for Christ's sake and raise year heads, 
ton the time is near when yon shall hear : Come ye blessed of 
mf ftither, and ye shall be eternally blessed. (Matt. 25.) 

In the fourth place, observe, that Abraham received a com- 
mand from God that he, and also his male children of eight 
days old, shoaki be oircamcised, with a|l bis servants, those who 
who were born in bis house, and those who were bought, aiid 
tills dioald be a covenant sign between God and him. (Gen. 17.) 
He was not disobedient to or yet displeased with God, he did 
not complain nor narmnr against him on accent of the pain he 
should sufifer in bis old age, by obeying this command, nor be- 
cause sach a ceremony, from its verv nature, must be thought 
disgracefnl ; and one, too, by which he conld neither praise God 
nor serve his neighbor, but he heard and believed the Lord's 
word, and humbly and snbmissivelv followed it without delay. 
He well knew, that nnless he wonld believe the word of Gtod, 
be could obtain no grace, no blessing, no promise : For the obe>- 
dtent obtain the promise, (Lev. 26; Dent. 27, 28; Jer^ It; 
Matt 7 ; John 15 ; 1 Cor. 7.) 

The simple, plain submission and infilling obedience of Abra- 
ham's &itb, are made manifest by its fruits. For if he had fol- 
lowed flesh or blood, and reasoned with himself, he woald, 
undoabtedly, not have so obeyed, but he would have entered 
into argument with God, and said : No, Lord, it shall not b^ 
«o, tor thia sign will profit me nothvt\a,^T T\iou %.t\. w^X^^wa*^ 
|hi«tfa/ nor niy neigiibor served. M\ \\k% >Qft%3Cfckt»* ^'W* ^^:vs* 
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not tby great tiame will mock atid scoff at it as foolishn^s, f)roin 
the very nature of the ceremooy. no ! He spake not against 
the Lord, but he believed and acted, and it was reckoned to him 

Jot righteousness, and he was called a friend of God. (James 2.) 

This is for encouragement to the godly tq believe the Lord's 

word, even though it may appear heretical and mockery. Thev 

willingly follow it. They strive and dispute not with the Lord, 

(because he so commanded; but it is enough (I say) that they 

•know that he has commanded and in what manner he has com- 
manded. 

Again, it shames all . haughty despisers and unbelieving 
tnockers, who so presumptuously open their mouths against 
Ghrist, and say : W hat can baptism profit tui, or whv does Gk)d 
demand water ? It is enough, ii we are inwardly godly men, re- 
gard the commands of love, and lead a godly, virtuous life, and 
such like hypocritical words, and these poor miserable hypo- 
crites know not when the inward man, (of which they boast,) 
has become upright and godly by faith in the Lord's grace, word 
and spirit. No one must depart a hair's breadth from the word 
of the Lord, let it be what it will. 
It is so manifest that the Lord Jesus has commanded water 

' baptism, upon the profession of our faith, (Matt. 28 ; Mark 16,) 
he receivea it himself, (Matt. 3,) the holy apostles did not teach 
nor practise otherwise, (Acts 2, 8, 10, 16, 19,) their signification 
and effect were not otherwise, and so many glorious promises 
depend thereon as may plainly be seen and read, (Mark 16; 
Acts 2 ; Rom. 6 ; Cor. 12 ; Gal. 3 ; £ph. 5 ; Tit. 3 ; 1 Pet. 3,) 
not on account of the eternal rite, (understand me well,) but 
Christ and his word are received through faith. Say, beloved, 
how shall one obtain the accompanying promise if he does not 
do what is commanded? But what does it avail all who believe 
not the Lord's word, who would rather have monev, goods, body 
and life, than Christ ; they are earthly«minded, they strive 
against Christ, break the scriptures and say : What can water 
benefit us f But if they believed the word of the Lord from the 
heart, as did Abraham, and were new and changed men in Christ 

-Jesus — ^through the power of the same faith, they would love 
their enemies, do gooo for evil, pray for those by whom they are 

Eersecuted, be ready to forsake possessions and all that they 
ave and are, for the glory of the Lord, and for the necessary 
service of their neighbor. They would not reject the cross of 
the Lord, but flesh and blood would be mortified ; they would 
fear God and his judgments, and love him, they would not mur- 
mur and dispute, bat stand prepared, like Abraham, to shew 
Uteir faith by its fruits ; they would receive the commanded 
haptiam, Barrenier tbemBelves to tiW <]^em^«im(^, tiud according 



to their weftkness, walk as jttie Lord comroanils all trae Chti^ 
tians. 

Since they beliere not Christ and his word, thej neither fear 
nor lore him ; hence it follows, that they reject, npbraid and 
blaspheme his holy doctrine, spirit, A«./as deceiving heresy, 
they esteem his obedience as an abomination. reader, beware ! 
God, the Lord, is a Qod who will adhere to his word ; he 
brought calamity upon Adam, Eve and their posterity on ac- 
count of the forbidden fruit. (Gen. 3.) Uzzah, for a small tifSBS-* 
Session, was punished with death. (2 Sam. 6.) The fkithfal 
OSes, on account of one transgression, was not permitted td 
enter the promised land. ^Deut. 34.) Whoever received idl 
the bloody sigi of eircnmsision, was to be cut off from atoong 
ihe people. (Gen. 17.) Therefore, it must be plainly understood, 
that his word and will must be obeyed, otherwise there is no 
salvatioB, for he is the God who has made heaven and earth attd 
the fullness thereof; the almighty and terrible G^od, who lives 
forever in his majesty and glory— the Lord and Ruler over all. 
Wo to him who speaks against him and despises his word aad 
will. The works of such an one testify that he believes not on 
Christ, and whosoever believeth not, (as Christ himself de^ 
-Clares,) is condemned already. (John 3.) Therefore, it is all io 
vain to excuse, or seek for evasion. Whoever is so unbelieving 
and stubborn that he will refuse God a handful of water, wiU 
not c^y the command to love enemies, to mortify the flesh, to 
•erve neighbors, and to take up the christian cross. I will 
commit this to the serioas reader for reflection, in the fear of 
God. 

I know for certain, that all your disputation, escuM and 
covering, are nothing but fig leaves, and your life is nothJMg 
:bnt hypociisy. 

• Observe, when the Lord had promised to Abraham, that ait 
the end of the year he would return, and that Sarah, his wifb, 
would have a son, whom he should call Isaac, and that ho 
would make hie eternal covenant with him and his seed after 
liim, (Gkn. 17, 18;) though he was near a hundred years old^ 
and Sarah ninety, nevertheless, he doubted not He did not 
think upon, or regard his own frailty and the barrenness of 
Sarah, but, firm and strong in faith, he trusted upon the pro- 
mise of his God, and nrused him for his grace. He knew that 
-God was able to do what he promised. (Bom. 4.) Therefore, 
from this same Abraham, descended as many as the sands of 
the sea shore or the stars of the sky*, (fieb. II.) 

Behold, most beloved, how an upright christian foith renirda 
'God as almighty and true, it knows tha^Vift c»^ «i^4.^W^^^^ 
tlttt ho promised, aod therefore, AbtalbMiL \oKJtadi \s,^s\.^QE^«i»>M^ 
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frailty and age of himself and Sarah. He doubted not the pro* 
. mised words, but believed without wavering, for he knew well, 
that the same God who created heaven and earth, (John 1,) 
who stretched the heavens abroad, and to the raging sea set an 
established bound, whose word sustains the earth in the midst 
of the water, who rules all with the word of his strength, and 
gives life to the dead, ( Jer. 5 ; 2 Pet. 3,) could undoubtedly, 
when he chose, render that fruitful, which before was barren. 
(Heb. 1 ; Rom. 4.) 

Since then, (I say) such a promise was made him by God, he 
doubted not, but hoped for that, which in nature, was not to foe 
expected. Through faith in God, he received that which was 
promised to him : That the aged and barren Sarah should have 
a son. (Gen. 21 ; Heb. 11. J And thus it is spiritually with u8--> 
if we believe, with the whole heart, the promised word of grace, 
(which is the gospel of peace,) whereby the redemption from 
our sins, through the blood of tne Lord, is made known ; so will 
also our dead conscience flourish and live ; we shall receive the 
spiritual Isaac, Christ Jesus, with the eternal blessing, and 
bring forth fruit. Christ has said : My mother and my brethren 
are those, who hear God's word and will, and do accordingly, 
(Luke 8; Matt. 12 ; Mark 3;) but whosoever believeth not, re- 
ceives not Christ) but the wrath of God abides upon him. 
(John 3.) 

Observe farther, how severely the Lord tried the faith of 
Abraham, when he said: Take thy only son, Isaac, whom 
thou lovest, and go into the land of Moriah, and offer him there 
as a burnt ofifering upon the mountain which I will shew thee. 
Abraham heard Uie word of the Lord and was obedient. Hh 
took his son with him and went to the place, which the Lord 
had commanded him ; and when he came there, Isaac said : 
Father, behold here is fire and wood, but where is the lamb 
that shall be offered ? Abraham answered his son, and said : My 
«on, the Lord will provide a lamb for the offering. (Gen. 22.) 

my most beloved, do reflect 1 Observe the conduct and 
conversation of Abraham and his son. I suppose reason will 
tell you how full of trouble and grief the mind of the father was 
on account of his beloved son, for Abraham was flesh and blood 
as we are. That son, who was born to him in his old age, 
through the promise and gift of God — his only son born of a 
free woman — the desire, the joy and the peace of his heart — the 
staff of his age, through whom he received the comforting pro- 
mise,- must be slain and burned with fire. 

How hard and sorely he was tried, yet did he not oppose 

O^ with A single word, nor contend and say : Why has thoa 

given me » son aiace he matt ^et N«ilbec did he reprove the 
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Lord, by sayiDfr, tbat he had ftilsified his promine, for, it WM 
through Isaac that the promise was made. But he confided in " 
his God with his whole heart ; he laid aside all reasoning and 
followed not sense nor flesh. He spared not his beloved son 
for the Lord's sake. He loved his God far above his child, 
and therefore, he refused not to offer him willingly as a bnmt 
ofiering to Him from whom he received him. He boand hini 
and lifted him upon the wood, and raised his hand and knife to 
slay him — he believed that God could again recall him from 
the dead. He was about to obey the command which he had 
received, when an angel spake from Heaven, saying : Lay not 
thy hand upon the lad, neither do thou any thing to him, for 
now I know that thou fearest God ; seeing that thou has not 
withheld thy son, thv only son from me. (Gen. 22.) And thus . 
the obedient, faithful Abraham received his son as a type of the 
resurrection. (Heb. II.) The word of James is true: Abraham 
believed God, and it was reckoned to him for righteousnese, 
and he is called the friend of God. (James 2.) 

Beloved children, we must always stand confounded before 
God, when we compare our little laith and its fruit with the 
faith of Abraham. He refused not to travel in an unknown 
country, as soon as he was commanded. (Gkn. 12.) He was 
a roan foil of peace, and sought not his own interest. TGen. 13.) 
He released Lot out of the hands of his enemies. (Gen. 14. i 
He believed the promise concerning the promised land ana 
seed. He murmured not on account of the long time nor of 
the oppression of his seed. (Gen. 15.) He suffered himself to 
be circumcised in advanced age. (Gen. 17. J He believed the 
JiOrd's promise concerning Isaac, and taugnt all his servants 
and children, that they should follow the way of the Lord, and 
do that which was right. (Gen. 18.^ He was willing to offer 
Isaac as the Lord had commanded him. (Gen. 22.) This may 
truly be called faith. 

So entirely was this pious man dead to himself, that he denied 
all his lusts, his will and mind, and loved his God alone. He 
trusted, feared, served and honorecl his God, with all his soul 
and heart, and walked according to his commandments, as is 
evidenced by his works. But what kind of faith our false-fhmed 
ohrittians possess, who suffer themselves to think that they are 
the children of Abraham, I will let their fruits be the judge ; for 
they covet and hoard, curse and swear, lie and cheat ; they are 
proud and haughty; they eat and drink, are incontinent and 
fierce, they rob and pillage, are full of all idolatry and wicked- 
ness. Those who have a little light refuse to remove ftc^Ta. ^\i!^ 
village to another, for the sake of t\x^ liOT^^'^ot^ ««A VT^a5Q«i>\ 
they seek their own interests and e%\«bm>8W?Ch«^'t'^^^^'^'*^^ 
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Ughtlfj 4bey aire earthly tainded ; thd Lord'ia |>roim8e and good^ 
Beas they regard not ; they fear not his t^rnin^ judgment, and 
BEuishment; they love the creartnre more than the Oreatofr-} 
His name be blessed forever. * 

In short, I know .not what it is, in which tliey do lot senreli 
themselves and act contrary to t^e command of Ood. They 
boast notwithstanding, that they aro the children of Abraham,^ 
and have his promise. Ah no I my friends, yonr profihets deceiT>e 
yon, and your false h(^es delude yon ; as true as the Lord livefe^ 
if yon believe not his word, from the whole heart, nor through 
the power of the same faith, walk in his ways-^bring not forth 
th^ christian fruits of righteousness, nor ^follow the footsteps of 
this pious patriarch: you are not his seed and children, neitiier 
have yon his faith nor his promise. But all who receive Christ 
in their hearts, througfh faith, and adhere to his word, are th« 
children of Abraham, and fellow heirs of his promise, (Gal. 8,) 
for they are reckoned his seed. (Bom. 9.) 



OF MOSES' FAITH AND FIDELITY. 

Mosis, a servant and messenger of God, was also faand 
faithful, vigorous, living and active in his faith. He was called 
of the Lord, that he should lead Israel out of Egypt. Moset 
did not exalt himself to the high station of a prince and leader, 
but he humbled himself before God with all his heart ; he said : 
Send, Lord whom thou wilt send, but what am I, that I should 
go to Pharoah and lead forth Israel ? Beside, had I not a slow 
tongue from the time that thou spakest to thy servant. (Ezod. 
8, 4.) He refused so long, that the Lord was angry. With 
fear and trembling, he at last took upon himself the com* 
manded duty, and surrendered himself to his God, in whom he 
trusted. 

. He went willingly before the fierce Pharoah, and shewed 
great wonders and power before him and all his servants* 
(Exod. 6, 7, B, 9, 10.) He ransomed the people, through God*s 
outrstretched arm and strong hand. (Exod. 14.) He divided 
the Bed Sea and passed with Israel, uuharmed, through the 
deep. (Exod. 82, 34.) He reoeived the tables of stone on 
which were written the Lord's commands. (Gal. 8.) He 
caused bread to rain from heaven, and water to flow from the 
flinty rock. (Exod. 16, 17.) He prepared the tents and the 
ark of the testimony, as he was directed upon the mountain. 
He ordained the figurative priesthood, with all the duties, ofier- 
j'n^s, saacti&c&tioDB, apparel, £c., according to the Lord's com^ 
MUdid {Mxod. ^30.) 
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He went with the people — pitched the tents, and took them 
np again at the command of the Lord. (Nam. 9.) He gave 
them the Lord's statutes and laws. He stood as a faithful 
mediator between God and the people, when they had sinned, 
and he turned the wrath from Israel. He published idolatry, 
whoredom and stubbornness. He slew Sihon, king of the 
Amorites, and Og, king of Basham. The Lord waa with him 
in all his works and ways. (Num. 9, 25, 16, 21; Exod. 23; 
Dent. 3.) 

Through faith, says Paul, he refused to be called the son of 
Pharaoh's daughter, and chose rather to endure affliction with 
the people of God, than the pleasures of sin for a season. 
Esteeming the reproach of Christ greater * riches than the 
treasure of Egypt, for he had respect unto the recompense qf 
the reward ; by faith he forsook Egypt, not fearing^ the wratii 
of the king : for he endured, as seeing bim who is invisible. 
Through faith he kept the passover, and the sprinking of 
blood, lest he that destroyed the first born should touch them. 
(Exod. 12; Heb. 11.) 

Good reader, regard the word of the Lord, for when we look 
upon such holy examples and contrast them with the insupporta- 
ble pride, haugntiness, avarice, idolatry, disobedience and unfaith- 
fulness of the Prince of the world, and with the hardened, mad 
unbelief of the common people, we shall know that they are far 
from the obedience and active faith of Moses. Yea, they are 
unbelieving heathens, and not Christians. 

Moses believed his God, he acted rightly in all his transac- 
tions. He was kind, and was solicitous for the welfare of the 

eople under his care. He was the meekest of mem. (Num. 12.) 
'e served neither for gift nor reward — but obeyed the Lord's 
word — was faithful in all his house, (Heb. 3,) and faithfully 
prosecuted his duties in the fear of the Lord. He faithfully 
commanded out of the mouth of God, and in upright love 
faithfully admonished the people, that they and their descendants, 
from generation to generation, should hear and be obedient to 
the voice of the Lord God of their father's, and should follow 
no other customs, commandments, righteousness or worship, 
than he had taught or commanded them, till the new prophet — 
the teacher of righteousness, the blessed seed of Abraham — 
Christ Jesus should come. (Deut. 18.) 

But if we go to our rulers, princes, lords, bishops, priests, 
monks, and all of those who boast of the name and faith of 
Christ, and if we measure their faith and obedience with the 
Lord's word, and should find any who seek Christ from the 
heart, fear, love, believe and trust hira \ ^\vc> X^^a^ '^'i w^- 
hances, commands^ sacraments and U^^ i^w^Xiv^ Q*^ ^<a^%"V. "^^"^ 
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their number would be few. And though some there are, yet, 
iklas I they mast be a prey to the bloodthirsty. 

I testify to you the truth, in Christ, and lie not. All who hear 
not Christ's voice, believe not his holy word, follow not his pure 
unblamable life, from the whole heart, in all humility, patience, 
meekness, obedience and love ; they have not Moses operating, 
and living folth, but are after the contents of his doctrines al- 
ready judged. (Deut. 18.) 0, dear reader, beware I neither 
name nor force will avail you, but energy and action, if you 
would become happy, and not be condemned. 



THE FAITH OF CALEB AND JOSHUA. 

Joshua and Caleflf through faith, passed over Jordan and en- 
tered the promised land. For when Moses sent out the twelve 
spies to view and explore the country, he said : Get you up this 
way southward, and go up into the mountain, and see the land 
what it is, and the people who dwell therein, whether they be 
strong or weak, few or many ; and what the land is that they 
dwell in, whether it be good or bad, and what cities they be 
that they dwell in, whether in tents or in strong holds. And 
what the land is, whether it be fat or lean, whether there be 
wood therein or not : and be ye of good courage, and bring of 
the fruit of the land. Now the time was the time of first-ripe 
grapes. 

They went up and viewed the land, even as Moses had com- 
manded them by the mouth of the Lord, and after forty days 
they came to Moses and Aaron, and to the whole con^egation 
in the wilderness of Paran to Hadesh, carrying with them 
grapes, pomegranates and figs, saying : We came into the land 
whither thou sentest us, and surely it flowcth with milk and 
honey, and this is the fruit of it. Moreover, we saw the chil- 
dren of Anak there. 

And Caleb stilled the people before Moses, and said: Let us 
^0 up at once and possess it; for we are well able to overcome 
It. But the men that went up with him said, we be not able to 
go up against the people, for they are stronger than we. And 
they brought up an evil report of the land which they had 
searched uuto the children of Israel, saying: The land through 
which we have gone to search it, is the land thateateth up the 
inhabitants thereof, and all the people that we saw in it arc men 
of great stature ; and there we saw the giants, the sons of Auah, 
who came of the giants ; and we were in our own sight as grass- 
Aoppers, and so we were in their sigVil. (;^xim.\i.\ 
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And all the congregation lifted up their voice and cried; and 
the people wept that night, and all the children of Israel mur- 
mured affalDSt Moses and against Aaron, saying : Would to God 
that we nad died in the land of Egypt, or would to God that we 
had died in the wilderness, and wherefore hath the Lord brought 
us to this land, to fall by the sword, that our wives and our 
children should be a nrey. Would it not be better for us to 
return to Egypt ? And they said one to another : Let us make 
a captain, and let us return to Egypt. Then Moses and Aaron 
fell on their faces before all the assembly of the congregations of 
larael. And Joshua and Caleb rent their clothes, and apake 
unto all the congregation of IsraeJ, saying, the land which we 
passed through to search it, is an exceeding good land. If the 
Lord delight in us, then he will bring us into this land and give 
it us ; a land which floweth with milk and honey. Only rebel 
ye not against the Lord, neither fear ye the people of the land, 
for they are bread to us : their defence is departed from them« 
and the Lord is with us : fear them not But all the congrega- 
tion bade stone them with stones. (Num. 14.) 

Behold, dear reader, it is because these two faithful men be- 
lieved the word and promise of God, with all their hearts, ther 
trusted firmly in his almighty power, paternal mercy and great 
works, as if they had alreaidy obtained them. They saw the 
heinous unbelief and heard the bitter murmuring of their breth- 
ren, that they thereby detracted from the almignty Majesty, as 
if he were not able to fulfil his promises unto them, and that he 
had deceived them by his enticing words, therefore, they were 
very sorrowful and sad, and rent their clothes, as has been 
said. And therefore they were the only two persons of six hun- 
4red thousand, that came with Moses out of Egpyt, who entered 
into the promised iand. All the rest died in the wilderness 
during the time of fortv years, and they did not reach the 
promised lan3, because they did not believe on the almighty and 
powerful God, the God of weir fathers, of Abraham, Isaac and 
Jacob, who, with such unheard-of signs and wonders, led them 
forth through the Bed Sea, and so graciously upheld and 
guarded tiiem in the wilderness. 

Thus, alas, it is with some at the present day. They have 
spied the pleasant land — have seen and tasted its precious 
fruits. They have been enlightened by the word of the Lord, 
and have tasted of the heavenly gifts, have partaken of the 
Holy Ghost, have tasted of the sweet word of God, and the 
power of the world to come, (Ileb. 6,) they have beheld the 
grace of the Lord, but since they consult not God, but their 
own sinful, disobedient, evil flesh, they seek. t.\v&\t ^y^fro^^ %.\A\sk»k 
not wiliinglj the cross of the Lotd. 'IXve^ \>OwJi^ iRvVio. ^y«wa^ 
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eyes that so many powerfal tyrants and fenced cities are arrayed 
against tbem — that they have to pass a howling wilderness, and 
mast ascend many high moantains ;^^that they mast surrender 
reputation, possessions, relations, body and life, as a prey. 
Hence they murmur against Moses and Aaron, and seek to stone 
Joshua and Caleb. They give to their poor teachers and leaders, 
(who with true love direct to Christ's word and examples, 
and preach the pure truth,) such intolerable suflFering. They 
backbite and defame them beyond measure, and chose to them- 
selves a false teacher, wh6, with fair words and under the ap- 
pearance of good, shall lead them back to Egypt. They prefer 
temporal to eternal things, they fear perishing man more than 
the immortal, eternal God, the Lord and Creator of the world. 
With unbelieving Israel, thej say in their hearts : We are not 
strong enough to go up agamst this ^reat and strong people, 
and are not able to obey and follow Christ's doctrine and ordi* 
nances and example : for the world is against ns, all lords and 

Srinces persecute ns, the preachers and priests upbraid and 
efame us, and we must become a by-word and a* derision to all 
the world. We are much too weak to bear such great misery. 
Thus you think and err, for yt)ur unbelieving, fleshly hearts havd 
80 blinded you, that yon know not €k)d'8 righteous judgment, 
you hope not that a holy life shall be rewarded, you esteem not 
the honor of an unblamable soul. (Sap. 2.) 

Dear reader, take warning, for as true as the Lord lives, aH 
those who cast aside the word of the Lord, and trnst not on 
God, who are earthly and fleshly minded, who fear those whom 
they ought not to fear, and fear not those whom they should 
fear, who think more of the perishable creature as possessions, 
relatives, body and life, than of the everlasting God and his 
eternal kingdom, and have a greater desire to enjoy in peace, for 
a season, the dark Egypt of this ungodly world, than to inherit 
the pleasant fruitful land, with endless peace with God, — such 
shall all fall in the wilderness, and, unless they repent, shall 
never enter into his rest, f Heb. 3, 4.) 

But those who, with Caleb and Joshua, hold firmly to the 
word of the Lord, and believe on Christ, as the scriptures direct, 
am firmly assured in their heart by the Holy Ghost, that God 
will not fail in a single word, but will accomplish in its time, all 
that he has promised. He will not suffer them to be prevailed 
against by the gate of hell, nor to be deceived by tne subtle 
lies and philosophy of the learned, nor to be alarmed by the 
tyranny of the blood-thirsty, nor to be overcome by fleshly lusts, 
nor to be bewitched by the fair appearance of false prophets ; 
tbey walk hambly in their Ring's highway, they follow Christ, 
tA^ir Bbepberd and leader. Tbey ^vkdg^ Wave iv«^ by his spirit^ 
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word, and nnblaBiable example, they tarn not a«ide, either to 
the right band or the left. They, with all saints and believers, 
take possession of the promised land — the eternal rest and peace 
— God's eternal kingdom and glory, and will forever inherit the 
grace of Christ, as Joshna and Caleb possessed the fignrative 
land through faith, and with their children inherit it. children 
believe I All things, saith Christ, are possible to those who be- 
lieve. (Mark 9.) 



OF THE BELIEF OF THE PIOUS JOSIAH. 

JosiAH, an illnstriona and pions kiog in all his works, did t]i»t 
which was pleasing to the Lord, and walked in all the ways of 
his father David and departed not therefrom either to the right 
hand or to the left. And when he was yet a child he began to 
seek the God of David his father. And in the eighteenth year 
of his age he senlShaphan to Bilkiah the high priest that money 
might l^ given to those who worked at the house of the Lord. 
And Hilkiah said to Shaphan : I have fonnd the book of the Law 
in the honse of the Lord, and Hilkiah gave the book to Shaphan 
and he brought it to the king. And when the king heard the 
words of the law, he rent his clothes, as one who feajrod his Ood. 
He believed the Lord's word and feared the coming wrath whieh 
he threatened in the book which was found. He then com- 
manded Hilkiah, A hakim, Achbor, and Shaphan sayine: Gk> 
and inquire of the Lord for me, and for the people, and R>r all 
Judah, concerning the words of this book that is found, for 
great is the wrath of the Lord that is kindled against us, be- 
cause our Fathers have not hearkened unto the words of this 
book, to do according to all that is written concerning us. 

So they went to Uuldah a prophetess, the wife of Shalinm 
and asked her as Josiah had commanded them ; the woman 
answered them, thus saith the Lord God of Israel, tell the man 
who hath sent you unto me ; Thus saith the Lord, behold I 
will bring evil upon the place, and upon the inhabitants thereof 
eyen all the words of the book which the king of Judah hatii 
read, because they have forsaken me, and have burned incense 
to other gods, that they might provoke me to anger, with all 
the works of their hands, therefore, my wrath shall be kindled 
against this place and shall not be quenched. But to the king 
of Judah, which sent you to enquire of the Lord, thus shall ve 
say to him. Thus saith the Lord God of Israel, as touching t^^ 
words which thou hast heard, becau&e \.\i\\i^ Xi'^-axx. '^^'^ \«^^x> 
^ thou bast hombled thyseU \)etoT^ XV^ 'V.w^, ^^^^ '^^'^ 
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heardest What I spake against this place and agaidrt the inhabf- 
tants thereof, that they should become a desolation and acnree, 
and has^ rent thy clothes and wept before me, I also have heard 
thee, saith the Lord. Behold, therefore, I will gather thee to 
thy fathers, and thoa shalt be gathered into thy grave in peace, 
and thine eyes shall not see all the evil which I will bring npon 
this place, and they brought the king word again. 

When now the king heard these words, he sent and gathered 
unto him all the elders of Judah and Jernsalem. And the kin? 
went np into the hoase of the Lord, and all the men of Judah 
and all the inhabitants of Jerusalem with him, and the priests 
aad all the propheta and the people both great and small, and 
he read in their ears all the words of the book of the covenant, 
which was found in the house of the Lord. And the king stood 
bv a pillar, and made a covenant before the Lord to walk after 
the Lord and to keep his commandments, and his testimonies, 
and bis statutes with all their heart, and all their soul to peN 
form the words of the covenant that were written in this book. 
And all the people stood to the covenant. And he cansed all 
to serve the Lord, and they departed not from him as long as 
Josiah lived. 

Here, dear reader, observe what kind of faith and fruits were 
possessed by Josiah. He heard and believed the word of the 
Lord. He rent his clothes, enquired of the Lord and renewed 
the covenant because he heard what (jk>d had commanded in 
the same book. That they should not do according to their 
own thoughts, and that they should not follow after strange 
Gods, nor the abominations of the Ganaanites and the other 
heathens which were dispersed before them, but they should 
serve the Lord alone and cleave to him, and keep his commands 
as he directed them. He was strong in the Lord, resolved in 
a manly spirit, and acted valiantly in all his doings, for he be- 
lieved and trusted God with all his strength : and with earnest 
zeal, he tore down all that his forefathers, and former kings oat 
of their own imaginings and choice had brought in and estab- 
lished as holy service. 

He burnt all the vessels of Baal and tore down all the groves, 
high places and altars, in the land of Judea and Samaria. He 
prepared Tophet, which is in the vallev of the childrei of Hin- 
nom. He destroyed the horses of the sun, and burned the 
chariots of the sun with fire. (Jer. 7.) He broke down the 
altar of Bethel and offered the idolatrous priests and the dead 
bones thereupon, as the man of God had spoken aforetime 
(1 Kings, 23.) He destroyed alU that was opposed to the law 
of God. He kept the passover of the Lord as it was written 
/n the book of the covenant, in sucK «k h^otVq^^ manner tA no 
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jadge or king had kept it before. He also destroyed all sootli- 
sayera aud wisarda^ images and idolatry with all abominatioii, 
which existed iD Jadah or Jerusalem, in order that they might 
adopt the words which were written in the book of the law that 
Hilkiah, the High priest had found in the hoase of the Lord: 
and like unto him. there was no king that turned to the Lord 
with all his heart and all his soul, and with all his might, ao- 
cording to the law of Moses ; neither after him arose there any 
like him. (2 Kings 22, 23 ; 2 Ohron. 34, 35.) 

Hear now, O ye great princes and kings, and all those who 
•affer themselves to think that they are faithful Lords and 
christian princes, to yon is my admonition I Have you any fear 
of God ? any love to Ohrist or his blessed word ? or is there yet 
any sincerity of iiature with yon, who have understanding? 
Then know that you are not gods from heaven ; bat poor dying 
men of Adam's impure, guilty race. Humble yonrselves under 
the powerful and almighty hand of God, and compare Josiah 
with his faith and works with your faith and works, in order 
which you may learn to know how far you are from the spirit 
and word of Christ, and that you bear nothing else than a mere, 
idle, vain, empty name. 

Whilst Josiah was yet a child, and young in years, he feared 
God, and manifested a mature mind and understanding in aU 
bis works ; but you, my dear Lords, fear neither Gk>d not the 
devil ; cursed unbelief is your mother and unrighteousness your 
sister. In divine things you are blind, deaf, mute ; yea, during 
yoar whole life, you are as destitute of understanding as 
children. 

Josiah was eight years old when he was made king, and in 
the eighth year of his reign, he began to seek the God of David 
bis father ; but you, from your youth follow nothing but pride, 
haughtiuess of heart, wantonness and sport, you seek to enlarge 
.your kingdom, to increase your treasures, to cause wars and 
uproars and to oppress the poor and miserable. One seeks to 
glory over another and as much as in you is, to live in all liberty 
of the flesh full of all lust, The open deed testifies that X write 
the truth. 

, Josiah began in the twelfth vear of his reign to puri^ Judah 
imd Jerusalem from the high places, groves, idolatry and molten 
images, (2 Gbron. 34,) but you build them in every city, village, 
street and. alley — upon every high mountain and in every deep 
valley, aud whoever would admonish you with the spirit and 
word of Christ, he must be a heretic and must tread the press of 
affliction. 

Joseph was solicitous for the house of the L^xd^ ^xiA v^ 
pointed and paid artificers to \a)oot XXi^x^dX. ^vsX ^qjv^.Xj.^^'^^ 
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down, and, by yonr Tindictive mandates, tyranny and the sword, 
oppose the hoase and dwelling of the Christ, which is his chnrch, 
wnich he has sanctified by his spirit, cleansed by his blood, and 
adorned by his father's word, ordinances and sacraments. Yon 
prevent it from being rebuilt in its apostolic clearness, and from 
becoming perfect in its doctrines, sacraments and condaot, 
according to the command of Christ, and his holy word. 

Josiah expelled all soothsayers and wizards. He offered the 
idolatrous priests upon their idolatrous altars, and burned the 
dead bones, &c., but the bones of the man of God from Jndah« 
and of the prophets of Samaria, he bnmed not. Bat yon sna- 
tain and cherish as shepherds of Christ and keepers of yoar 
Bonis, false prophets and deceiving priests ; the greater part of 
whom are open drunkards, libertines and idolators, full of all 
nnrighteousness, covetous in heart, whose belly is their god, 
dumb dogs, who dishonor God, destroy poor miserable sonls, 
and are blind watchmen as shepherds of the flocks of Christ. 
You have them in preferenee in your courts and give them the 
highest seats at your tables (2 Pet. 2 ; Phil. 3 ; Isa. 56 ; John 
10.) They are honored with high names and great titles — they 
are greeted by every one as doctors, lords and masters. Yoa 
present them splendid dwellings, great rents and possessions, 
and say : They who serve the gospel must live of the gospel ; 
although they do nothing but place soft pillows and cnshiooa 
under you, and preach according to the itching of your ears. 
But the true, pious teachers and servants of Christ, who cor- 
dially seek your salvation and that of the whole world — who 
direct to Christ — who rightly use his sacraments and ordinanoea 
— who desire to lead you and all men on the right way — and 
who walk unblamably, they must without mercy or decency be 
persecuted by yon, sentenced to fire and water, and must bear 
mockery and shame before all the world. 

Josiah made a covenant with the Lord, and with the elders, 
priests, prophets and people, that they should serve the Lord 
as long as they lived, ac. But yon have made your covenant 
with anti-christ and with all your preachers, priests, monks, 
judges and rulers, that the perverted, broad way should be pur- 
sued, the doctrines and institutions of men should be tauffht, 
followed and observed, instead of the true service of God ; to 
Christ's people, doctrine, commands, spirit, supper, life and 
separation, you give no place, and whoever acts or speaks con- 
trary to your abominations, must lose his possessions or his 
life. 

Josiah heard the word of the Lord and became contrite in 

heart. He rent his clothes and wept before the Lord ; he feared 

tAe comiDg wrskih, becanse ibey and Ui^lt forefathers had re- 
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jected the word of Gk>d. But you, O my dear lords, are so 
hardened and blind through cmrsed nnbelief, so bound by yonr 
sins and fleshly lusts, and so bewitched by false prophets, that 
we cannot prevail on you to repent, by the threatening law of 
Gk>d, nor by his fierce wrath, and terrible judgment, by the 
devouring flames of hell and eternal death, nor by the peaceful 
gospel, the precious blood of Christ, the pious unblamable life 
of the saints, who with the simple yea and nay, are daily 
slaughtered, like innocent sheep, on account of their faith and 
righteousness. It is time that you awake, and behold how you 
and we with our forefathers, so abundantly merited God's 
righteous punishment and wrath, on account of our sins. May 
the mercifel Lord grant to you eyes that you may see, 

Josiah turned to the Lord with his whole heart, soul and 
ftiight, but you dare proudly disregard the €k)d who has created 
you, deny the Lord who has purchased you, and turn yourselTes 
to dumb idols, to wood, stone, gold and silver — to water, bread 
and wine — to the unprofitable doctrines and commandments of 
men, yea, to open abominations and idolatrv, not observing that 
it stands written : Idolators shall have their part in the lake 
which bums with fire and brimstone. (Rev. 21.) 

Behold, dear sirs, the above is true. I can prove it bv your 
pride, whoredom, fleshly life, and by the ruins of burnt countries 
and cities, the great number of churches, cloisters, priests and 
monks and the matins, vespers, and other false worship. 

Besides, when we, on account of our sins, are visited with 
pestilence, famine, war, and other dangerous evils and plagues, 
your only remedies, to appease the wrath of God, and quench 
the burning fire of his anger, are masses, processionsjas they 
Are called) dead bones, imi^es, crosses, banners. They, the 
Impists^ I mean, bear these strange abominations, and follow 
after them with uncovered heads, folded hands, and burning 
oandles, A;c. Therefore, yon turn not aside the fierce wrath, 
bnt augment it more and more, for the Lord will not give hit 
divine honor to works of man*a choice nor to any creature, 
neither does he accept any such masses, processions, crosses, 
images and abominations, nor regards them in his mind, as the 
prophet said. ( Jer. 7.) 

Beloved sirs, repent. The statute book of Christ is entirely 
lost to you. Christ and his truth, sacraments, spirit and life, 
you have never known nor possessed in the least degree. You 
serve strange gods — ^you listen to, follow and use anti-chrisVs 
dootrine, sacraments, ordinances and commands, you lead an 
unclean, ungodly and sensual life. O sirs, take warning ! yout 
■ins have arisen to heaven. (Rev. 18.^ 
'And aUbengh ii is lo UtUe tegwc^^^L Vfj i««^ VJ^^^E^wsiwNSc 
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may be otherwise) yet this book of Christ has been found again 
by some. The pare nnadnlterated truth has come to light, 
through the pure unmingled gospel, and is daily read in yoap 
earS) aud explained before your eyes with a godly, virtuous 
life, with an open confession, and, above all, with much of 
the property and blood of the saints, still your hearts continue 
stony and hard ; you cannot be moved nor turned either hj 

grace or wrath, by adversity or prosperity, as we have said, 
ehold thus has the blindness of Sodom, the darkness of Egypt, 
the hardening of Pharoah, through the righteous judgment of 
God, come upon our kings, princes, lords and rulers. 

Dear sirs, awake 1 and make haste, the trumpet is sounded, 
prepare yourselves : your mortal sickness and cankering wounds 
are shown to you. I counsel you to suffer yourself to be helped, 
you possess neither Christ nor his word. Your controversy it 
against the Lamb and his chosen. (Bev. 17.) Your way is in 
darkness, and leads to the abyss of hell. The wrath of tht 
Lord has gone forth over you and your land, for you live more 
carnally and evil than can be imagined or described. 

mv dear sirs ! reform, repent so that you may stand before 
God, cleanse your hands and hearts before the Lord; change 
your pride, into humility, and vour mirth, and joy into sorrow ; 
rend your hardened hearts, and your garments, (James 4 ; Joel 
2,) hear and seek Christ, aud not anti-christ; implicitlv obey 
Cnrist's spirit, doctrine, commands and infalible example, and 
not the vain doctrines and commandments of men, for they 
corrupt and profit not. 

Put away from amon^ you, all offence, abominations and 
idolatry, masses, altars, infant baptism, the idolatrous bread, 
or supper, (I mean such as used by the world) images, confea* 
sions, the wanton sodomy, unchastity of the papistio priests and 
monks; destroy and root up all accursed heathen disgrace; such 
as brothels, every species of gambling, open houses of drunken- 
ness, together with idolatrous temples, high places, groves, 
churches and cloisters, which were so numerously built contrary 
to the scriptures by our forefather, through blindness and igno- 
rance. 

We call on all, poor deceiving teachers and false sects, great 
and small, who are against Christ's spirit, ordinances, word and 
life sincerely to repent, and help us to resist, not by power, 
tyranny or sword ; as, alas I it is the custom with you, but by 
the spirit of Christ, with doctrine, exhortation and the like 
virtuous services and mild means, so that they m%y torn from 
•vil, hear Christ and follow him only. 

Permit all faithful messengers and servants of God to preach 
Cbrkt, to aae hia saeramenta and oidinAJBLcoa according to the 
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soriptares: lead a penitent and unblamable life, and gather 
Ghnst a glorious community through the spirit and grace of 
God, according to the scriptures. (1 Cor. II.) 

Again I say, reform, you have erred and mocked God too 
long, and prayed too long to anti-christ, and walked too long 
in the perverse and hard way of death. Awaken ! it is high 
time, the true law, Christ's saving, pure gospel is found, which 
was covered for so many centuries by the abominations of anti- 
christ. 

Hear and read attentively, believe and observe it faithfully; 
it is the word of the Lord God, which Jesus Christ the almighty 
Father's first and only begotten, brought from heaven and 
taught us. Bow to his righteous sceptre, fear, love, serve, 
honor and follow him with all your heart, with all your sonl and 
with all your powers, as did the pious Josias. For the Lord 
our God, is Lord of lords, and God of gods, mighty, terrible, 
neither, honoring nor fearing any one. (Deut. 10 ) 

Tes, beloved sirs, can you thus convert yourselves with all 
your hearts? can yon change your hearts! can you humble 
yourselves before God ? deny yourselves ? seek and follow 
Christ and his righteousness? renounce the world and flesh 
with all its lusts, (Wis. 6 ; Acts 10 ; Rom. 10 ; Gal. 2 ; Eph. 6 ; 
Col. 3 ; James 2,) as you have heard ? Then you will become, 
true, spiritual kings, priests, and mighty ; you will possess your 
souls in peace, gain the victory and conquest ov<ff all the 
deadly enemies of your souls ; you will live in grace, and die In 
grace ; and you may in truth be called christian kings and be- 
lieving princes. The testimony of Peter to all christians, I say 
to all christians, is : Ye are a chosen generation, a holy nation, 
a peculiar people. (1 Pet. 2.) 

But if you refuse this and remain what you are now, pre- 
ferring perishing, temporal pleasures end joys, to the imperish- 
able, eternal joy and glory ; I would then that you would reflect 
npon what Sirach says : Why are earth and ashes proud ? He 
that is to-day a king, to-morrow shall die. (Sir. 10.) Tea, 
what are they all who are of Adam, dust and ashes, a passing 
wind, a vapor, poor, miserable, mortal flesh, food for worms, yea 
nen, and not God. O, Sirs, take warning, awake and reform 
yourselves ! God is Lord, who will judge you. Once more, 
take warning. 

Behold, my kind reader, here you have before you a few ex- 
amples of true faith, as Noah and Abraham, before the giving 
of the law, and Moses, Joshua, Caleb and Josiah, under the law, 
whereby you may learn, bow a true christian faith abounds in 
all manner of fruits and virtues ; what tVi^ \.\>3l^ ^shJCo. ^'^^^ 
waa, at »»/ be seen in Abel, EnocYi, \«aaA, iaftOa^^^^^-* 
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Jephtha, Barnch, Gideon, Sampson, Bahab, SamT](el, Dafid, 
£zekiel, Elias, Heliae and others. Now, I will by the ^Faoe 
of God, present yon with a few examples from the New I'esta- 
ment, whereby you may very clearly learn what an indiscribably 
ffteat power, fruit, life and energy, a true evangelical chrisliaa 
laith in its tme nature always includes. So that you will not, 
through a false notion, conform to this ignorant, unbelieving 
world, who boast and pretend that their fruitless, dead opioioa 
and historical knowledge of Christ, is a sincere, evangelical 
faith. 



OF THE CENTURION'S FAITH OF 

CAPERNAUM. 

It so happened at the time when the Lord Jesus entered 
Gapernaum, that a Centurion's servant lay sick, whom he loved 
much. When he heard that Jesus was there, he had the con- 
sent of some of the elders of the Jews, and sent them with a 
request to Jesus, that he would come to him and restore his 
sick servant, and Jesus went with them. And not being far 
from the Centurion's house, he sent some of his friends to him, 
who said : Lord trouble not thyself; for I am not worthy that 
^ou shovidst enter under my roof, (here notice his humility,) 
and I did not think myself worthy personally to call and see 
thee ; but speak the word, and my child shall be healed. He 
acknowledged that all must bow to Christ and his word. I also 
am a man set under authority, having under me soldiers, and I 
say unto one : Go, and he goeth ; and to' another come, and he 
eometh ; and to my servant do this, and he doeth it. As if he 
would say to Christ : Behold, Lord, I am but a man, and have 
to serve the councils at Kome, nevertheless, I have so mueh 
power over my servants, that they must obey what I command 
them ; but thou, Lord, art such a Lord that all the mighty have 
to bow to thee, all that is in heaven above and on earth be- 
neath, must yield to thee. If thou but command sickness and 
death, they will have to obey thee, and leave my child. And 
again, if thou command health and life, they will have to return 
again. Therefore, it is not necessary that thou shouldst come 
into thy unworthy servant's house ; Lord, only speak the word, 
and my child will again be restored. When Jesus had heard 
these words, he was quite astonished, and said to the people 
that followed : Verily, I say unto you, I have not found so great 
f3ith, no, not in Israel. (Matt. 8 ; Luke 7 ; John 4.) 
Behold, fedthf^ reader, here you have the centurioD as a 
living' example, by which you may \eaTTx \kO^ «b Ixua c:\a\b\i^^ 
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faith hamfoles itself before God, and doubts not the pover of 
Ood, and how kindly and gracionelj he deals with his poor sop- 
Tants, be they male or female. He was moved with compassion 
towards his poor servant, and had great concern for him, that 
lie spared no pains to trouble the elders of the Jews to send to 
Christ and entreat him to come and heal his sick servant This 
is to the disgrace of all false christians, and especially to many 
Heh, some of whom are more severe on, and haye less feeling 
for, the servants and hirelings, than they have for their domes* 
tic animals ; for as soon as the servants sicken a little, so that 
they cannot perform all manner of drudgery, they are unmerei^ 
fully turned out of doors, and sent to this, or that tavern, or t4> 
their parents and friends, who scarce have bread to satisfy 
their wants. Others again, have to get a substitute in their 
place, while sick, and pay him out of their own earned pittance. 
And if they even do fulfil their engagements with hard and 
severe labor, still, some of these unmerciful, blood-thirsty, treat 
these innocent ones, (who have to watch when they sleep, labor 
v^n they rest, run when they command, stand when they -sit,) 
in such a manner, as to take the greater portion of their earn* 
ings, or scandalize them ; now, say they, a spoon is lost ; anon, 
A dish is broken ; in short, they always speak evil of them and 
ean never be pleased. Yea, if some of them could feed them 
upon water or straw, and pay them with the whip and chaflf, 
even as they do their laboring oxen and horses, if they were not 
afraid and ashamed of men, they would not be ashamed before 
Ood, alas, whom they know not O wo, unto such heathen 
tyranny and unmericifnl cruelty 1 

The centurion calls his servant his child, by which he mani- 
fests his paternal love and humility towards his poor servant. 
Though he was lord, and held in high honor, nevertheless, he 
did not exalt himself above his poor servant, well knowing, that 
one God had created them, that they were bom of one seed, 
and had one origin. But what conduct such heathen christians 
do manifest towards their oppressed servants, their actions, alai, 
openly show! 

How lamentably some of the poor children are despised by 
them. How many disgraceful words have they to hear, and how 
many sore stripes to endure. Their cursed swearing and threat* 
ning and rash words, continue from morning till night. Some of 
them make their girls prostitutes and sluts ; yea, why speak 
more, they esteem their servants as filth — as nothing — and even 
so do some of them, especially the rich, esteem these poor 
ehildren. Ah I reader, .it is all much worse than I can describe 
it; it is indeed time that they would look VDAA\}Gk!b%fe^^i^^8^>«^^ 
rsieet mote deeply upon love. 

18 
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The ceDtnrion humbled himself before the Lord with all his 
heart, esteeming himself not worthy that He should come under 
bis roof. But our haughty, proud heathens strut about with 
pufifed up hearts and extended necks, high-minded, idle, and 
daring ; one boasts of his family, another of his wealth, a third 
of his wisdom, a fourth of his skill and beauty, &c., and the inno* 
cent and meek Christ, who says : Learn of me ; for I am meek 
and lowly in heart, (Matt. 11 ;) of whose name, word, death and 
blood they falsely boast, they hear and know not. 

The centurion believed, that Christ was mighty and able to do 
all by his word what he desired to do; but this miserably 
benighted people esteem it no more than they do Lucian and 
jiEsopian fables. Hence it is, that they lead such an impenitent 
' and carnal life, and use such idolatrous sacraments and false 
worship, and have departed so far from the true Ring's high* 
way, still they would be the true apostolic church and the be- 
lieving community of Christ ; but even as Christ testified and 
said of the centurion ; that he found not such faith in Israel ; so 
we might, on the other hand, testify and say of this people, that 
such a heedless, revengeful, haughty, proud and unmerciful 
unbelief is unknown among the heathens, and is not to be found 
with them, who never heard of the word of Christ. Behold, 
thus does the righteous Lord let those err and fall into blindness 
of heart, who so little regard his most holy word, and hate 
and thrust from them his grace, goodness, spirit, knowledge and 
faith. 

But it is not so with you, my most beloved, take this sincere 
and pious centurion at* an example, imitate him in his faith, 
love, humility and virtues, and be as solieitous for jrour servants, 
as he was for his, teach, admonish and reprove them kindly, as 
oft as they do err ; set them an unblamable example, in all right- 
eoQsness and piety ; and have compassion with their severe labor ; 
comfort them in their poverty ; comfort, and grieve them not, 
supply them with their necessary wants, food and their earned 
hire, and do not curtail them ; protect them in all honorable 
things ; contend not with them without cause, lest they become 
timid ; do not drive them away from you, but let them unmolest- 
' edly serve out their time as agreed lest the name of the Lord be 
blasphemed ; be at all times friendly towards them, and if they 
are weak and sick, assist and minister to them ; ^et others to 
serve in their place, without detriment to them ; till the Lord 
take them hence, or restore them to health ; svmpathize with, 
and be merciful towards them, assist them in all their need ; lift 
not your hearts above them, do not despise them, for they are 
^oar brethren according to the flesh. In short, be you so minded 
ta lore towmrds them as ChriBt naa tonaxda ymu Remember, 
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that we also have a Lord in heaven, bef6re whose jud^ent-seat 
we mast appear and render an account of all oar works. (Eph. 
6; Col. 3; Bom. 2, 14; 2 Cor. 6.) 

But if they are wanton and obstinate, and will not hear nor 
follow your admonition and coansel, would rule and not serve ; 
waste their time and not labor industriously; are unfaithful, 
resist and murmur ; ruin your house and children, are roguish, 
Ac. ; then agree with them and bring the matter, touching their 
wages, before two or three witnesses, so that the blame may not 
rest upon you, and the word of the Lord be not evil spoken of. 
In sucn case tiien, let them be dismissed, that your good con- 
science be not disturbed on their account, and your house and 
children be depraved. Yea, m^ brethren, you should do to your 
poor hirelings, even as you desire that it should be done to you, 
being called with them. This the law and the prophets teach. 
(Matt. 7.) 



OF THE FAITH OF ZACCHEUS THE 

PUBLICAN. 

It happened, says Luke, that Jesus passed through Jericho ; 
and behold, there was a man, called Zaccheus, chief amonff the 
publicans, (or public sinners,) and he was sick, and he sought to 
see Jesus, who he was, but coald not for the press, because he 
was little of stature ; and he ran before, and climbed up into a . 
sycamore tree, or as some say, upon a wild olive tree, to see 
him ; for he was to pass that way — and when Jesus came to the 
place, he looked up, and saw him, and said to him : Zaccheus, 
make haste, and come down; for to^ay I must abide at thy 
house. And he made haste, and came down, and received him 
joyfully, and said to him : Behold, Lord, the half of my goods I 
give to the poor ; and if I have taken any thing from any man 
bv false accusation, I restore him four fold. Jesus said to him : 
This day is salvation come to this house, for as much as he is 
also a son of Abraham. (Luke 19.) 

Paul says: For whatsoever things were written afore time 
were written for our instruction ; f Bom. 15,) and though we 
know Zaccbeus's faith, fruit, mercy, Jove and true conversion, ft 
avails us nothing, if we do not practise and come up to his faith, 
with its contrite, pious fruits. I, therefore, entreat all my read« 
ers, who live openly in sin ; all the wealthy, avaricious, all un- 
righteous merchants and grocers, all financiers and bankers, all 
who love money ; judges, lawyers and advocate^^^ akV ^\^<bj^«r^ 
pciestt and monks, all drunkaTd»,\ioa\A«.ii^ ^\x«eX&^\A^^^^^^^i^>:^ 
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all those who deal in nnlawful gain. I entreat all by the love of 
our Lord and Saviottr, Jesus Christ, that they would take notico 
of, with an understanding heart, this history and narrative touch* 
rng Zacchens, in order that they may learn therefrom, that they 
do not yet possess the right, true faith and that Christianity, 
which avails with God ; and that they have nothing but a fruit- 
less, vain boasting of Christ and of faith. 

Zacchens was chief of the publicans, and he received Ghrisi 
joyfully in his house and heart He believed and was renewed ; 
he reformed his life, and departed from his former evil ways. 
But it is clearer than day-light that our open transgressors do 
not reform their old ungodly life, and hence they desire not Christ 
and his faith of which they boast. 

Zaccheus was rich, and one half of his wealth he gave to the 
|K>or. But our rich people seek more and more, how they may 
increase their money and possessions, build their houses splen- 
didly, and add farm to farm. They do not defend the cause of 
the poor and needy — they are unmerciful, proud, avaricious and 
wanton ; do not remember what is written concerning them. Go 
to now, ye rich men, weep and howl tor your miseries that ^hall 
come upon you ; your riches are corrupted, and your garments 
are moth-eaten ; your gold and silver are cankered, and the rust 
of them shall be a witness against you, and shall eat your flesh as 
it were fire. (James 5.) Neither do you reflect on what David 
lavs : I have seen the wicked in great power, and spreading him- 
self like the green bay-tree ; yet he passed away, and lo, he was 
Bot: ^Tea, I sought him, but he could not be found. (Ps. 37.) 
Ah ! what a hard saying which the Lord uttered : Wo unto you 
that are rich, for ye have received your consolation. (Luke 6.) 
It is easier, says he, for a camel to pass through the eye of a 
needle, than for a rich man to enter mto the kingdom of God. 
(Matt. 19; Mark 10.) 

Zaccheus said to the Lord : if I have taken any thing from 
any man by false accusation, I restore it to him four fold. But 
our miserably avaricious never desist defrauding their neighbor. 
For the whole world, both man and woman, are greedy after 
unlawful gain, that it cannot be fully thought of, rdated or de- 
scribed. 

Lords and princes daily invent new sins and nractices, that 
tiey may increase their dominions, interests, tolls and rents.' 
They impose upon and exact, hoard up and seize without bounds 
or mercy ; they draw the very marrow from the bones of the 
poor, and show by their actions, that they are companions of 
those of whom it is written : Thy princes are rebellious, and 
companions of thieves, &o. (Isa. L.) O that he knew Christy 
would repent, ceaBe to do evil« and would reflect more on love. 
Jadgea, lawyera sod advocates aUo aeeV. «3(\. ^t\A&^^ «iud ad- 
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vantftge to entrap ; for they all serve for gifts and money, with 
few exceptions ; for if they did not expect profit or gain, I. am 
persuaded that burgomasters and judges would be few in the 
whole empire. For the sake of gain, they sit and judge, and 
they often encourage causes for the sake of a fee. Some of them 
pervert law and right for a gift's sake, and do not reflect what 
Jehoshaphat said to the judges : Take heed what ye do; for je 
judge not for man, but for the Lord, who is with you in judg- 
ment ; wherefore now let the fear of the Lord be upon you ; take 
heed and do it ; for there is no iniquity with the Lord our God, 
nor respect of persons, nor taking of ^fts. (2 Ohron. 19 ) 

Captains, riders, servants and such like bloody men, are ready 
to serve for gain's sake, swear that they will destroy cities and 
countries, take citizens and inhabitants, kill them and take their 
possessions from them, although they never harmed them, nor 
gave them provocation. O God I what execrated, ungodly 
abominations and traffic. And still it must be said, that they pro- 
tect the country and people, and that they assist in administer- 
ing justice ! 

Priests, monks and preachers are equally bent upon unlawful 
gain. They are not shocked to make, alas, God's onlv and first 
begotten Son, his eternal Wisdom, the one and only loundation 
of heaven and earth, Jesus Christ, with his holy apostles, to be 
open false witnesses, heretics, and deceivers ; for Christ says : 
tie that bdteveth and is hapttzedy shall he savee?. (Luke 16.) 
But they say : He that belteveth and is baptized^ is a heretic^ 
and shall be damned. Christ says : But if fhou vnlt enter into 
life, keep the commandments, (Matt. 19.) But they say : None 
can keep Ood*s commandments^ 

Paul says, (Bom. 8,) If ye live according to the flesh ye shall 
die. Again: neither the 'unrighteous, nor the covetous, nor 
drunkaids, nar revilers, nor fornicators, proud, avaricious, the 
unchaste and the like, shall not inherit the kingdom of God. (1 
Cor. 6.) But they say : We are poor sinners — ^who can alwavs 
live as the scriptures teach ? Christ died for sinners, and the 
like consolations, whereby they denv Christ and his word, and 
thus they encourage the whole world, rich and poor, great and 
small, in their hardened and wicked life, that there are, alas, few 
who truly repent ; or seek after God : they preach what the 
ignorant blind world desires, that they may quietly enjoy Ba- 
laam's reward, in cloisters, that they may lead an epicurian life 
without care, and they, poor creatures, know not that they are 
those of whom it is written : Wo unto them ! for they have gone 
in the way of Cain, and ran greedily after the ettc^x ^1 "^^si^ass^ 
for reward, and perished in the gam^^^vw^ ot Q>w«i, VJ^^^^^ 
accnrvaJ peopie, (2 Pet 2.) God tVi^t xV^^^j ^a«\^^^^«^ ^ 

IS* 
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The nnrighteoas merchants and grocers, I say the anright- 
eoii9, for I do not mean those who are righteous and pious, 
together with all those who are avaricioas, and bent upon ae^ 
oarsed gain, so that they exclade Qod from their hearts ; for if 
they buy any thing, they say it is worth bat little, bat when they 
ha?e it praise and recommend it as the best article. Thns de^ 
fame what they shoald praise, and praise what they shonld with 
propriety esteem not at alL Lying and swearing, nsing many 
Tain words, adulterate their goods, in order that they may 
defraod the people. Sell, lend and trast to the needy, with great 
gain and asury. Never reflecting, that it is written : If thoa 
sell aaght to thy neighbor, or bayest aaght of thy neighbor's 
hand, ye shall not oppress one another. (Lev. 25.) 

I would that they might more seriously lay to heart Sirach*B 
doctrine : A merchant shall hardly keep himself from doing 
wrong : and a huckster shall not be freed from sin : fol* many 
have sinned for a small matter : and he that seeketh for abuQ« 
dance will turn his eyes away ; as a nail stickcth fast between 
the joinings of the stones, so doth sin stick close between seU 
ling and baying. Unless a man hold himself diligently in the 
fear of the Lord, his house shall soon be overthrown. ( £cc« 26, 
27.) 

This I write as a warning to the god-fearing merchants and 
grocers, so that they will not imitate the ungc^ly, lest they be 
overcome by avarice, but be circumspect in dealing and beware 
of dangers. 

Some are made thieves, some murderers and robbers, others 
jugglers, necromancers, some are whoremongers, others gam- 
blers, others are betrayers, others become executioners and 
tormentors, and also some persecutors and slayers of the pious, 
&c. And, 1 say, all do this for accursed gain's sake. Whereby 
they openly testify, because they walk in such a way and are so 
bent upon unlawful gain, that they are of the devil and not of 
Qod, that they have not the faith and word of Christ, but in 
every respect inimical and opposed thereto. 

Yes, kind reader, the whole world is contaminated and in- 
volved with this accursed avarice, fraud, false practices and 
unbecoming gain, with this false traffic and merchandise, with 
this finance usury and self-interest, that I scarcely know how it 
could be worse ; nevertheless, all the priests and preachers are 
called good christians, and it is said that they get their bread 
honestly, and do justice to all. 

Ah ! my reader, how far all this is from Zacchens's faith, dis- 
position and converted life ! For if thev had the mind, faith and 
power of ZaccbeuBf (which we must have, would we ever be 
^a red,) it ia my opimon there would be tew \et^« esi^ "^tv^Qos in 
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their great power aod splendid lining, there would be few riders 
and servants engaged in deeds of blood, there would be i^w 
jadges, lawyers and advocates in their conrt-houses and offices, 
few rich would nse their riches unlawfully, few merchants and 
grocers engaged in their nsury and dangerous business, and bat 
few preacl^rs, priests and monks in their larders, eas^ life and 
cloisters. There would soon be a different state of thmgs ; be- 
cause it cannot be, but that the riorhteous live by faith. ^Hab. 
2 : Bom. 1 ; Gal. 3 ; Heb. 10.) Yea, they would with joyful 
heart, say with Zaccheus : ThB poor we wiUingly serve with 
our goods, and if we have defrauded any one, we will gladly 
satisfy kim. 

For all who, like Zaccheus, rightly receive Jesus Christ in 
the house of their consciences, rightly receive the word of Christ 
as he did, and be also truly bom through the word, are rightljf 
influenced by the spirit of Christ, are of the same mind with 
Christ, and therefore, it is impossible that they could defraud anr 
one even of a farthing ; so that we see that the disposition of all 
true believers is to injure none on earth ; but, as much as in 
them is, they assist all; will defraud none, but do justice to all, 
&c., even as Paul says : Let him that stole, steal no more ; but 
rather let him labor, working with his hands the thing which is 
good ; that he may have to give to him that needeth. (Eph, 4.) 

But why say much ? For my part I do not know where to flna 
the mighty, the rich — in what courts we can find Judges, lawyers 
and advocates — and in what cities and countries, merchants and 
and grocers — or what cloisters and churches we can look for= 
preachers, priests and monks — who rightly believe and follow 
Christ ; who, being regenerated, penitent and pious, desist from 
all improper practices, fraud, overrreaching and unlawful gain, 
and say with Zaccheus : Those whom we defrauded we will re- 
pay four-fold. The prophet complains that every one from the 
least even unto the greatest, is givep to covetousness. (Jer. 8.). 

Since then they are determined upon the adcursed, abomi- 
nable avarice, and deal so roughly and diametrically contrary to 
love, and none any where repent, hence, it is also evident that 
they are not in the church and community of Christ; for 
Christ's church and community are called his body and bride. 
If the church be his body, she must then be flesh of his flesh, 
and bone of his bone ; and if she be his bride, she must be of 
his generation, be righteous, holy, meek, chaste, true, lovely, 
merciful ; yea, hear and be obedient to his voice. (John 3 ; 1 
Cor. 2; Eph. 1 ; Bev. 19; Eph. 5.) And therefore, Christ can« 
not admit of any other members in bis church but those who aje« 
of one heart, spirit and soul with bim, i^a.\V»^iL«t% tWwk^^Sg^^^^ 
who are dead to all anrighteoasuesa, X^wt^ XXst^ ^^ w\.^SS» ^*- 
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aio, walk by faith, anbUmablv in love, receive the troth joyfallj, 
heartily to serve their neighbor, as did this believing, regene- 
rated and renewed Zaccheus. 

He desired to see Christ, and received him with joy ; he be- 
lieved his word, and abandohed his ungodly life ; he ministered 
to the poor, and reconciled those whom he had defrauded. In 
short, he proved himself to be a pious, sincere, reirenerated child 
of God in all his actions ; and therefore he heard the peaceable 
word of divine grace : This day is salvation come to this hotise^ 
forasmtich as he also is a son c^ Abraham, (Luke 19.) 

Behold, worthy reader, those who are such believing, penitent 
and renewed Zaccheuses, thus walking in love, belong to the 
Lord's community and body, as Christ himself says : Hereby 
men shall know that vou are my disciples, if yl) love one 
another. (John 13.) Tbey are the living stones of the Lord's 
temple, (John 13 ; 1 Pet. 2,) and the true citizens of Jerusalem ; 
in which neither dogs nor sorcerers, nor whoremongers, nor 
murderers, nor idolaters, nor whosoever loveth and maketh a 
lie, have part. (Bev. 22.) Yea, as long as Zaccheus was such 
a one, he was without ; tor such, says Paul, have neither lot nor 
part in the kingdom of God and of Christ, il Cor. 6.) 

But as soon as he believed the word oi the Lord, through 
faith repented, and turned himself to love, from that hour he 
was entitled to citizenship, of Christ himself, the path of life 
was opened to him, peace declared, salvation bestowed, and was 
acknowledged and received as a joint-heir of grace, and a child 
of God, as the Lord says : This day is salvation come to this 
house^ ^c. For as Christ is holy, so must also his children, 
brethren, members, community and bride be h(rfy; (1 Pet. 1,)* 
for as it is written: Be ye holy, for I am holy. (Lev. 11, 19.) 



OF THE FAITH OF THE THIEF AND 

MURDERER. 

Thk evangelists teach that there were two malefactors cruci- 
fied with Christ ; the one on the right, and the other on his lefL 
And one of them reviled him and said : If thou art the Christ, 
save thyself and us; but the other reproved him and said: 
l)ost thou not fear God, seeing thou art in the same condemna- 
tion ? and we, indeed, justly, for we receive the due reward of 
our deeds; but this man hath done nothing amiss. And he 
said unto Jesus, Lord, remember me when thou comest into 
tbj kingdom. And Jesus said unto him verily this day thou 
akalt bo with me io Pantdiae. (Luke %l,) 
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Good reader, obsefve partienlsrly what I say. When we 
critically view the eonfessioa of this evil doer, we are astonished 
at the great power, the good nature, tho abandasce of frait, 
spiritual vision, energetic love and the free confession of his 
faith. It is evident that he had been an abandoned vagrant-— 
an ungodly reprobate, who neither knew nor feared God, but 
maliciously committed all manner of sins, robbed his neighbor 
of his goods and shed his blood. For Matthew and Mark call 
him a marderer, and Luke calls him a malefactor. This appears 
to be the case as he testifies himself, how that he had to die for 
crimes which he had committed. 

Notwithstanding all this, as soon as this malefactor, extended 
en the cross between Jerusalem and Mount Cdvary, heard in 
his last distress, the word of God from the mouth of the Lord ; 
it wrought in him so powerfully, that his heart within kira was 
touched and changed, which led him to seek, from tHat moment^ 
the salvation of his fellow-men and rebmked his reviling com- 
panion, saying : Fearest thou not God,? He confessed his own 
sins and his maliciousness, saying: We are receiving according 
to our merits and works; and he acknowledged the condemnea 
Jesus (who was cursed to die on the cross as one of the most 
abandoned malefactors, by the chief priests, pharisees and 
scribes, and denied of the people and condemned to death), to 
be innocent, rigliteous, pure and without sin, saying: This one 
has done no evil. Besides this, he also sought grace and mercy 
of him, although it appeared to human understanding that he 
was denied all mercy, and every favor both by God and men. 
For he was at this time the most rejected and despised of all 
men, as the prophet laments, (Isa. 53,) and the thief applied to 
none other, in heaven or upon earth, tfaaa to this poor, despised, 
accursed and crucified Jesus ; in full confidence drawing near to 
him, as the throne of divine grace: that he might obtain the 
remission of his sins, saying: Lord remember me when thoti 
comest in thy kingdom. 

I think, this may justly be called, a true christian faith, and 
a truly worthy fruit of penitence and repentance ; and it was 
nothing else to the Lord, but a refreshing of his panting sonl, 
as a molifying of his deep wounds, as a consolation of his sore 
distress, and as a comfort in his painful sufferings and cruel 
death, so that he in the same hour, heard the consoling, joyful 
word of divine grace and eternal peace, from Jesus, namely : 
Fear not, all thy sins which thou didst commit in thy ignorance 
are all covered, they shall never more be remembered, either 
by me or my Father. I pledge my innocent blood as an ear- 
nest; — therefore, be of good cheer, what thovi d\4%\> ^fi«a^,^Qws^ 
hast already obtained : To-day sKoU tKou "ba •milV. 'h^^ ^'•^ 
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I 

Heboid my reader, here yoti have, in the thief mentioned, a 
hit example of a sincere christian faith, with its properties, 
power ana fraits. With this same thief many vain despisers 
comfort and flatter themselves in their sinfal and impenitent 
lives, think and say to themselves : God is merciOil ; he knows 
that we are the children of Adam, and cannot live as the scrip- 
tures require, still we hope by his grace to be saved as the thief 
was. And these poor creatures know not, that the thief, will 
be a sore condemnation to them ; because they hear the word 
ef the Lord so often, and believe it not, nor are they obedient. 
Ah ! reader ! do not thus trifle and mock God ; I fear many will 
fail in their hopes in this matter. 

Again, I say, that all wilful despisers, who thus say and thus 
think, in their hearts, must be eternally convicted by this thief 
and sh$ll stand confounded. For as soon as he heard the gos- 
pel of grace, he received it in a pure conscience, through faith, 
and became penitent, regenerated and pious. And these hear 
it from vear to year, see daily so many fair fruits, and that it is 
so gloriously testified by possessions and blood ; nevertheless, 
they remain unbelievers and are hardened in sin ; for they reject 
the inviting grace, they resist the operating spirit, they cotitemn 
the preached word, they trample under foot the proffered gift. 
Say ! where is the scriptures, whereby we may comfort such 
unreasonable, shameful scorners or promise and proclaim to 
them the grace and peace of the Lord ? 

For I fear, they are the sterile, unfruitful earth, of which 
Paul speaks, which drinketh in the rain of the holy divine word, 
that cometh oft upon it, and, nevertheless, bears only thorns and 
briers, are rejected and nigh unto cursing, who is to be burned. 
(Heb. 6.) They are those of whom wisdom complains and says : 
How long, ye simple ones, will ye love simplicity? and ye 
scorners delight in your scorning and fools hate knowledge? 
Because I have called, and ye refused ; I have stretched out my 
hand and no man regarded ; but ye have set at naught all my 
counsel, and would none of my reproof: I, also, will laugh at 
your calamity ; I will mock when fear cometh and when distress 
and anguish come upon yon, then ye shall call upon me, but I 
will not answer. (Prov. 1.) But because they do not look for 
light, he will turn it into the shadow of death, and make it gross 
darkness. (Jer. 13.) 

The thief believed as soon as he heard. ! that they would 
do so; and think upon what David said: To-day, if ye will hear 
his voice, harden not your hearts as in the day of provocation. 
(Pb. 94; Heb. 3.) 

The thief, I say, heard hut once and believed^ and these hear 
J0SO €fftea; still they believe not. He heard and was changed; 
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bat thes^ hear and continae the same — ^they harden their hearta 
the longer the more. 

The thief reproved his reviling companion, and admonished 
him, that he should fear Ood; but these blaspheme and re* 
vile all the faithful who do so ; and love those who hate the 
truth. 

The thief unreservedly confessed his sins and wickedness, 
without fear; but these, no matter howsoever avariciooe, 
drunken, proud, unchaste, unclean, envious and idolatrous, 
they are, do not confess their transgpressions and sins, and 
when they are called to repent and to reform, they say : Tea, 
what have we done 7 

The thief acknowledged that Christ's kingdom was not 
earthly, for he said: i^;7ien thou comest m thy kingdom; 
but these have all their pleasures in gold and silver, in eating 
and drinking, in splendor and wantonness, and in the perish- 
able, visible riches of the world ; do not regard the invisible, 
eternal riches, which Christ out of grace, has bestowed upon 
all his believers, and merited them by the shedding of hii 
precious blood. 

The thief, confessed the poor, condemned, cruci6ed Jesus 
before all the rulers, priests, Pharisees and before the people, 
and acknowledge him as his Saviour and Lord ; but these, alas I 
deny his almighty Majesty, his heavenly origin and glory, and 
do not regard his wisdom, spirit, word, ordinances, command, 
sacraments and promises, although he has seated himself as a 
triumphant and conquering prince, at the right hand of the 
Father, and has received all might and power, both in heaven 
and upon earth, in eternal glory of the Father. (Heb. 1, 8, 10 ; 
Kph. 1 ; Matt. 28.) 

The thief sought mercy, favor and the forgiveness of his sins, 
of Christ ; and these seek it of their preachers, priests and 
monks, through masses, confessions, absolution, bread and wine, 
holv water and the like saperstitions and abominations. 

The thief heard, because he believed on Christ, the pleadng 
words : To-day thou shcUt be with me in Paradise : but these 
must hear, because they believe not on Christ, the dreadful, 
intolerable and awful sentence : Depart from me ye cureed 
into everlastina fire, (Matt. 25.) For their faith was unlike, 
unlike will also oe their reward. Let all mockers take this to 
heart. 

And thus, finally, (take notice) will this penitent sinner rise 
up against them (who have comforted themselves with him in 
their sins,) and criminate and condemn them before the Ca-cA ^^ 
his Majesty. For they having so often \iew^ Wi^ vw^ifiX "^^^^ 
of the djriiie word, and never wtr^ graMluX— 4kOt «^«t \^»x««^ 



BOr believccl it with <>peD and renewed heafta ; but the tJiief, I 
say, heard it bat oDee, and immediately believed. Ah 1 dear 
^hildreni beware a»d seek Christ while he may be foiiDd and call 
on him while he is yet near, lest his anger go forth, and the firi 
of his fi^ce. wrath consovie yon. 

Think vou, O perverted seorners ! that tou can receive or 
IMJeot faith) repentance, sorrow for sin, and the grace of God, at 
pieasnre? no I Holy Paml sayae And even as they did not 
Uke to retail 6ed in their knowledge, God gave them over toft 
reprobate mind* (Bom. 1.) All proad seorners shall be sen- 
jben'^ed and condeinne^. Children beware. 

Notice this ^ arable : There is a very rich potentate, emperor 
ex king, whom I, throigh great ignorance, hated all my days ; 
he had compassiom apen me, because I am sach a poor ipan, hof 
through. his faithral servants, tendered me not only his greal 
favor and friendship, but also a snm of gold, many preciona 
stones and gems, and all this oat of love and compassion ; and 
][ am so nngratefalfthat i will not only not give meat and drinfe 
to the faithful servants of this kind prince, who loves me dearly^ 
for these great favors ; but I tarn them with ignominy and dia» 
grace, out of doom, throw them with mnd and stones, put them 
Into prison and bonds, deprive them of property aind life, take 
the proffered gifts and cast them from me and trample them 
under foot, &c., and inform the prince : That 1 do not now de« 
sire his favors, bat if he will, in the course ef one or ten yeara 
offer them again, then 1 will perhaps, think upon it, and receive 
them and tender my thanks for the favors. Now, I will allow 
you all to judge me — whether it would be right that such a 
pripce shoald again offer his favor, since I treated him and hia 
servants so perfidiously ? But whether he should not much more 
tnni his favor into displeasure, his love into wrath, toward me, 
for my presumptuous tyranny, haughty rejection of bis favors, 
and severely punish me? 1 think, you would award me hia 
punishment and not his grace. 

Thus it is with you, you seorners ! The merciful Lord, 
whoae kingdon^ and grace are immense, has graciously pitied ua 
\bl these abominable, last days, and had compassion on our greai 
blindness and deadly poverty, (although we hated his holy will 
from our infancy,) and through his 'foithful servants freely gave 
us his beloved Son with his holy word, spirit, merits, ordinances 
and example— tendered us his grace, peace and eternal life, to* 
ffether with the remission of our sins — he dug about us and 
iostered us, barren trees, for three long years. (Luke 13.) He 
calls and teaches daily, through his chosen, who willingly sacri- 
£ae poeaesBion and life as a testimony ; he puts at variance the 
Mtker 0^giUikBi ibe sob,, a^d tine Mm ai^aui^ \hA lather; the 
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mother agamst the daaghter, and tha daughter against th^' 
mother ; and the members of the fia,mily against one another ; 
one friend against another, &c. (Matt. 10.) Some he suffers to 
driven aboat in strange coantries, in tribulation, in sorrow, in 
misery, in fear, in want and in vexation, in deserts and in moun** 
tains, and in dens and in caves of the earth. (Heb. II.) He gives 
signs in the sun, and in the moon, and at the stars and upon the 
earth, earthquakes, war, pestilence, new diseases, famine, and 
nnheard of wonders upon earth, (Luke 21,) that as a hen gathers * 
her chickens, he would gather us under the wings of his love. 
(Matt. 24.) And as a faithful shepherd of his sheep, would 
bring us to the right fold of his grace, (Matt 23 ; John 10 ;) 
bring us into the chamber of his covenant, and kiss us with the 
lips of his peace, wash us from all our nncleannees, and made 
us his bride, (Cant. 1,) redeem us from the dominion of hell and 
death, and lead us into the kiugdom of heaven, and of eternal 
life. In short, that he release us from the power of darkness 
and the devil, and receive ns and make us holy as his chosen 
children and heirs. (£)ph. 1 ; Col. I.) 

But, alas, in relation to yon, it is altogether vain ; for (as al- 
ready said) his profifered grace and word yon contemn and reject, 
yon persecute and kill his faithful servants and ministers ; you 
defame and blaspheme the unblamable, pious life, together with 
the confession of the saints ; yon scoff at his great signs, won- 
ders and reproofs, and your faces are like those of the lecherous, 
and your hearts as diamonds ; you are neither ashamed, nor will 
you be converted; you say with perverted scorners: Depart 
from ns, for we desire not the knowledge of thy ways. What is the 
Almighty, that we should serve him? and what profit shonld we 
have, if we pray to him ? (Jer. 2 ; Zach. 7 ; Job 21.) 

Since, then, yon are so nngratefhl, and prove yourselves to - 
be altogether vain and insulting against God,wno manifested; 
so great mercy towards ns, that you wholly reject his paterniil * 
admonitions, reprovings, doctrine and commands. Obedience 
to his holy word, the innocent blood of his saints, with all his - 
great powers-and miracles, yon esteem as idle deception and [ 
heresy ; you regard not the time of grace; Christ Jesus, with 
his holy spirit, gospel, new birth, faith, sacrament, death and - 
blood, with all his other spiritual riches and heavenly gifts, and- 
yon trample them so unworthily under foot, and the almighty, 
iounortal, one and eternal God ; you neither fear nor seek, love, ' 
honor, praise nor serve him ; still yon hope to be saved with 
the thief. 

So I do warn yon in true love, while it is yet time, Yosi^ 
hope will fail you, for when you think to tod m\ii^\\ft 'w^ ^«^ ^ 
hidot luweif itom yon ; he wMl tam \6a -^qc^q t.^^o^^soaic^'^ 
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upon yon, as the scriptures say : Then shall they call npon me, 
but I will not answer ; they shall seek me early, but they shall 
not find me. (Prov. 1.) 

I therefore entreat and exhort my readers in general : Hear 
while yon have ears, and see while you have eyes ; understand 
while you have hearts ; awaken and watch while you have time 
and space, lest your ears, eyes and hearts, and opportunities be 
taken from you, and yon become deaf, blind, impenitent, harden- 
ed and perverted. 

Friends, beware! now it is to-day, yesterday is past, and 
to-morrow is not promised us. Short is the time ; behold, the 
judge is at the door, therefore delay not, to turn to the Lord, 
and defer it not from one day to another. (1 Cor. 7 ; James 5.) 
For his wrath will soon overtake you. (Sirach 8.) Late re- 
pentance, says Augustine, is seldom true ; but if true, it never 
IS too late. Repent while you enjoy health, says he, that you 
may be certain. 

Therefore, do as did the thief or murderer, for, as soon as he 
heard, he believed. Do you also thus hear, and thus believe, 
for the eyes of the Lord are upon the faithful. ( Jer. 5.) Those 
who are hungering and thirsting after righteousness, shall be 
filled; those who seek, shall find; those who desire, shall re- 
ceive ; those who knock, to them it shall be opened. (Matt. 5.) 
But if you refuse, when he seeks you, to give you his grace, he 
will, then, also refuse when you seek him, and would fain obtain 
his grace. Whosoever despises me, says the Lord, him will I 
again despise. (1 San^. 2.) 

Therefore, I say, seek while it is day, that thou may find ; ask, 
that you may receive: hear, that you may believe; believe, 
that you may do ; and do, that you may live ; for, from hearing, 
faith comes ; put of faith, doctrine ; on obedience, the fulfilment 
of the promise depends. (Rom. 10 ; Gal. 5 ; Matt. 7 ; John 15 ; 
James 2 ; 1 Cor. 7.) 

For this reason all things are imputed to faith in the scrip- 
tures ; such as true repentance, the new birth, sanctification of 
the heart; the righteousness which avails before God; the 
blessing. (John 1 ; Acts 2, 15 ; Rom. 3, 5, 10 ; Gal. 3 ; Mark 
16 ; John 3.) For faith is the source and cause of all good, as 
is full^ related. 

Seeing, then, that this is the true ground of the scriptures, as 
we have briefly explained, you will then have to confess that 
all wilful scomers are put to shame in their doings, by the 
thief, and that he will be their accuser in the day of the Lord, 
as the Lord says of the Nincvites, and of the Queen of the 
Soath, (Matt 12; Luke 11.) 

Bat iU wfto hear and bdie^e ibe '^m>td ot Chxiat) and ar« 
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turned by the power of faith with all their hearts to Christ, ac- 
knowledge Christ openly, by an unblamable life, before all the 
world, confidently seek his grace and mercy, &c., to them he is 
a glorious comforter, a precious balm and liniment in their 
troubled and wounded consciences, by which they may see and 
know God's unbounded favor, mercy and love towards all truly 
penitent sinners, if they have sinned ever so long and heinously, 
that they by faith may satisfy their souls with him, and not doubt 
the grace of God on account of their sinful liv^s in which they 
ever walked ; for the Lord did not withhold his grace, nor did he 
say : No, thief, vour sins are too great and numerous, and you 
also sinned too long. But as soon as he saw his new heart, and 
heard him confessing, he bestowed his grace upon the noor, dis- 
tressed sinner, and forgave him all his sins, and said : To-day 
thou shall he with me in Paradise ; for he that believeth on me 
has eternal life, (John 3, 6, 7, 11.) The propet also says: If 
the righteous turn from his unrighteousness and does righteoui- 
ness, I will not remember his unrighteousness which he did. 



OF THE FAITH OF THE SINFUL 

WOMAN. 

LuKK says : That there was a Pharisee, who invited Christ to 
eat with him, and he went into his house, and sat down to meat ; 
behold, a woman of the city, who was a sinner, brought an 
alabaster box of ointment, and stood at his feet, behind him, 
weeping, and began to wash his feet with tears, and did wipe 
them with the hairs of her head, and kissed his feet, and anoint- 
ed them with the ointment. (Luke 7.] 

Here we again learn to know, in tne case of this sinner, what 
kind of a heart and disposition, fruit and life, a sincere, true 
Christian faith produces. She was possessed of seven devils, (if 
she was the woman called Mary Magdalene, whom the evangel- 
ists mention), for she is called a sinner in the scriptures, (Matt. 
26 ; Mark 14 ; Luke 8, 10,) so long as the Lord had not called her 
out of darkness into light, from lies unto truth. (John 12.) But 
as soon as she heard his word, she with eagerness received in 
a sincere and renewed heart, by which she (who was a great 
sinner) became a penitent and pious woman. Her unrighteous, 
sensual heart was so warmed and touched, that her eyes stream- 
ed with tears, that she wet the Lord's feet therewith. Her hair 
she used as a towel to wipe his feet ; her avarice ^^a& qjql^^^n 
she anointed his head and feet with pxeciovi^ o\\iVav^\iX,^^si53^ 
might h&ve been sold for three huudrea i^eiici^\ ^"c '^xa^^^!^«'^2*^ 
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was hnmbled; she did not seek tbe highest seat at the table, 
but she sat monrnfiilly at the feet of the Lord, and heard his 
blessed word. 

When the Pharisee saw this, he mnrmured ; Christ said to 
him : Simon, seest thou this woman ? I entered into thy honse, 
thou givest me no water for my feet; but she hath washed my 
fieet with tears, and wiped them with the hairs of her heaa. 
't'hou gayest me no kiss, but this woman, since I came in, faatli 
-not ceased to kiss my feet. My head with oil thou didst not 
'atioint; but this woman has anointed my feet with ointment. 
Wherefore I say unto* thee, her sins, which are many, are for- 
giyen ; for she loyed much : but he to whom little is forgiyen 
loyeth little. And he said unto the woman : Thy sins are for- 
giyen ; 'thy faith hath sayed thee ; go in peace. (Luke 7.) 

Behold reader, take notice ; all the haughty, proud, ayaricious, 
ind sensual, who boast themselyes christians and are not (for 
they show by their whole conduct that they hate Christ) are in 
their actions, reproyed and made ashamed by this sinner. For 
when she belieyed her proud and haughty heart was humbled, 
made contrite, and was changed. And they say, they belieye, 
although they practice all manner of wantonness-r-in their ac- 
cursed pride and gorgeous trappings, and soft, flippant dresses 
and tinsel gewgaws, they strut about, without bounds or reason ; 
not regarding what the enlightened apostles, Paul and Peter, 
'Say, who forbade christian women to dress with outward adorn- 
ings ; how much less should men dress so foolishly, who are 
examples to, and the head of women — ^neyertheless, they want 
still to be called the community of Christ 

Eyery one makes an ostentatious display; yea, sometimes 
goes beyond his ability to pay. One is desirous to excel another 
in foppery, or at least to equal him. And does not reflect that 
it is written : Loye not the world, neither the things that are 
■in the world. If any man loye the world, the loye of the Father 
is not in him. For all that is in the world, the lust of the flesh, 
and the lust of the eyes, and the pride of life is not of the 
Father, but is of the world ; and the world passeth away, and 
the lust thereof; but he that doeth the will of God abideth for 
eyer. (1 John 2.) 

Again, I say, this sinful woman belieyed, and from that 
moment she was freed from disgraceful sins. For the unclean 
deyil was cast out, as it is heard. But what abominable, dis- 
graceful, unchastity, adultery and fornication obtain among 
many men and women, (who boast that they belieye) in many 
cities and countries, is best known to him before whose eyes all 
tbiags ^re open ; and, alas, not wholly concealed before men. 
JF'ar/t 28 manifest that ti&e world is tnu ot YoAomtRAUffies^ adul- 
terera, and fornicators, sodomites and \i\i|g^^T«ts,\iWi\as^ wA 
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illegitimate children. And, alas, it lias come so far, that they 
live at poace and liberty, and not thinking, that God commanded 
through Moses, that both the adulterer and adulteress should 
be stoned to death; (Lev. 20 ; Deut. 22,) that there should be 
neither whores nor whoremongers in Israel, and the illegitimate 
children even to the tenth generation were not to be admitted 
into the congregation of the Lord. (Lev. 23.) And further : 
Jt was the express command and law that if any one in Israel 
had sexual intercourse with a virgin, who was not betrothed or 
engaged, he had to marry her, if her father consented, and was 
not to put her away all his days, because he humbled her. 
(Exod. 22 ; Lev. 22.) 

Ah ! reader, reflect upon these things, what the last command 
contains. They all boast,, however lascivious, that they are 
spiritual Israelites, that they have the truth, and are baptized 
in the name of Christ, still they are not ashamed to make their 
weak sisters, who are in connexion with them, and are of one 
faith, one baptism, of one supper and attend the same religions 
services, to be poor, helpless and disgraceful strumpets, con- 
trary, to all scripture and christian love, and although God*8 
word commanded, if they have lain with them, that they should 
marry them and never forsake them. If they would think more 
profoundly upon these things, many of the females would not 
be disgraced, whereas so many a child has been unmercifully 
disgraced, and so many young girls have been defloured, and 
deprived of their virgin honor. 

I write you ^he truth in Christ, if you are, or would be a 
christian, and have seduced but one poor child with your subtle 
attempts and pretences, (and if you would not lose your soul) 
you will have to marry her and not forsake her, nor cast her 
from you ; for you have humbled her, as heard. Behold, this is the 
Lord's own word and law. All, therefore, who knowingly despise 
this law of God, and reject the disgraced and marry another, will 
have to confess before God that me first one is his wife, and not 
the last one. 0, you violators of female chastity, reflect upon 
these things and learn wisdom. 

Would you say that this command has reference only to Israel 
and not to the christian, I would then ask you in the first place : 
Whether you consider yourself to be a christian or not ? If 
you say no, do then all you can, and look for the judgment 
threatened to all out of Christ. But if you say yes, then the 
matter is already decided, that she must be vour wife. For a 
christian must not live with a sister, in such a manner «.& t^ 
make her a prostitute. no 1 the sctvpl\xx^% \.fe'wi\i>\>a»^» Oox«r;^ 
tians are membera of Christ, and not ^w^ioxea wi^-^xol^^^J^^* 
Jiope this blunt laDgnage will be uuderatoo^. 
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In the second place : which of the two people shonld be the 
inore holy and virtaoas, the literal or the spiritual ? Do jou 
say the literal, then you have exalted Moses with his people and 
service, above Christ, which thin^ is evidently opposed to all 
scripture. (Matt. 5 ; 2 Oor. 3; Heb. 3, 8, 10.) Bat if you saj 
the spiritual, then the matter is again decided, that she must be 
your wife ; then the literal must not make his sister to be a 
prostitute, much less the spiritual, which is the Lord's own 
body, brother, sister, generation and bride. 

In the third place, I ask, whether the command : Then shalt 
love thy neighbor as thyself, is not given to the christians as 
well as to Israel ? If you say no you have denied the whole 
New Testament, which teaches and earnestly insists upon the 
love of our neighbor. But if you.. say ye^, then I say for the 
third time, that she must be your wife. Because you did, con- 
trary to this command, so abominably disgrace and humble her, 
therefore, do the scriptures teach that you are to restore her to 
bonor, and that you shall take her to be your wife. Let every 
one see to it, the commands of love will ever remain. Blessed 
are they who take heed to them and observe them in fear. 

In the fourth place : I ask, whether there is a single one, 
who with impunity can transgress and break God's command? 
If you say ye«, then you deny the sciptures, which teach, that 
ire shall walk in the ways of the Lord and keep his command- 
ments. But if you say no, then I tell you the fourth time, that 
she is, and must be your wife ; for it is the command of Gk>d, 
firmly based upon love : That if vou have lain with a virgin, 
that you marry her and never forsake her, as heard. 

Behold, my reader, here you are more than plainly taught 
what the word of the Lord teaches in regard to this matter. 
And if you continue so ungodly as to transgress the command 
of the Lord by disgracing one, and marrying another, you may 
read the consequences in Bom. 1 ; 1 Cor. 6 ; Gal. 5 ; £ph. 5 ; 
Bev. 21, 22 ; unless you sincerely repent. 

This I by no means, write to encourage him to leave his wifb 

he married and take to wife the virgin he humbled before, for I 

have no doubts, the gracious Father will in mercy overlook the 

errors of those, who had erroneous views of the subject, and 

henceforth fear the Lord and do right, but I write this, that 

every one should guard himself against such disgrace, more 

profoundly to reflect upon the command of the Lord and of 

love, and observe how Christ is so wholly neglected of the world ; 

for, alas, they generally, are influenced by their accursed lusts, 

whether they are lords, princes, priests, monks, noble or ignoble, 

citizena and peaaaDta, (with few excep\ion%^ — iVv^^ ^^^ so much 

InUaiDed, that they follow this wbeoomVng, ^as^^^)^ ^ai^gtv^^ ^\ 
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accursed lechery, like the dog pursues the hare. They are, says 
Jeremiah, (Jer. 5) as fed horses in the morning: everyone 
neighs after his neighbor's wife ; and there is nothing that can 
deter or prevent them from this accursed abomination, neither 
natural honor, nor Moses, with all his threatenings, neither the 
prophets, nor Christ, nor the apostles, neither heaven nor the 
angels ; yea, neither hell nor devil ; neither life nor death ; if 
they can only satisfy their unchaste, disgraceful lust, then all ii 
well with them. 

They are wholly bent upon this ; some they seduce with fair 
words, others by promising gifts, some by giving them wine to 
drink ; by dancing, and songs of levity, some by courteous 
flattery, by amorous tenderness, and the like artifice ; vea some 
deceive by their affected sighings and weepings, so that they 
can onl^ accomplish their designs, and gratify their lusts, then 
all is right, and they rejoice. But they do thereby incense 
almighty God, transgress his holy word, disgrace their neigh- 
bor, do violence to the law of love, defile the marriage bed, 
deflour virgins, have illegitimate children and destroy their 
souls eternally; about all this they care nothing. They say, 
this is our portion and our lot and nothing else. (Wis. 2.) 

I, therefore, say with Moses : ^Cursed be they of Gk)d, wno do 
works of iniquity ; and all the people shall sav. Amen, (Deut. 
27,) And with Job : That hell will consume them, as drought 
and heat consume the snow-waters; (Job 24) — with Paul : That 
Ood will judge them ; (Heb. 13) — and with John : Their part is 
in the lake which bumeth with fire and brimstone, which is the 
second death. (Rev. 21.) Ah ! that these poor people would 
take heed, awaken and believe the words of the Lord, and 
observe it. 

In the second place, I write this; that every one might 
awaken, sincerely repent, and weep over his past disgraceful 
conduct before God, lest he cast him off eternally ; but be gra- 
cious to him for the sake of the blood of his Son ; and no more 
defile the bed of his neighbor, nor deflour virgins, but live in all 
honesty, each with his own wife. And that the unmarried keep 
free from lechery, and if he cannot restrain himself, let him seek 
a pious wife in the fear of God ; and he that has transgressed, 
and has not taken another, that he honor the disgraced one, and 
according to christian love and word of God, extricate her from 
her degraded state. And thus teaching their children, and chil- 
dren's children, from generation to generation, even as Tobias 
did his Son, saying : Beware of all whoredom, my son, and taka 
not a strange women, but keep to yout oy?Ti ml^. V^cJck. ^^^ 

Know je not, 8&ya Faul, that your \>od\^^ «;c^vftft ts^'ot^^w* 
of Christ? 8baU I then take the membexE ol ^\a\aX ^^^^^^^'^ 
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them the members of an harlot ? God forbid. (1 Cor. 6.) Agaia^ 
he says : For this is the will of God, even your sanctification, 
that yon shoald abstain from fornication ; that every one of yoa 
should know how to possess his vessel (body) in sanctlfication 
and honor ; not in the lust of concupiscence, even as the gen- 
tiles which know not God — For God has not called us unto 
uncleanness, but unto holiness. (1 Thes. 4.) Yes, good reader, 
true believers have to lead an honorable and chaste life ; that 
not as much as adultery, lechery, and an unchastity be privately 
or openly mentioned among them ; if any one among them, only 
mention it, it is an abomination for thus it becomes the saints, 
to live. (Eph. 4.) 

We find many wicked men who shamefully seduce poor 
simple hearts ; so on the other hand we find impudent women 
and girls, who are often the first cause that such disgrace is put 
on them. And though many are not guilty of the deed, never- 
theless they are not guiltless, that they make so free with other 
men and associates in open triflings, singing, dancing, drinking 
healths, kissing, courting, in splendor and gorgeousness, and the 
like vanity and abomit^tions, whereby they kindled the fires 
of base passions, which continue till consumed, as may be seen. 

How properly Sirach admonishes as, when he says : Meet 
not with an harlot, lest thou fall into her snares : use not much 
the company of a woman that is a singer, lest thou be taken 
with her attempts : gaze not upon a maid, that thou fall not by 
those things that are precious in her : give not thy soul unto 
harlots, that thou lose not thine inheritance; look not round 
about thee in the streets of the city, neither wander thou in the 
solitary places thereof: turn away thine eye from a beautiful 
woman, and look not upon another^s beauty ; for many have 
been deceived by the beauty of a woman ; for herewith love is 
kindled as a fire : set not at all with another man's wife, nor set 
down with her in thy arms, and spend not thy monev with her 
at the wine ; lest thy heart incline unto her, and so through thy 
desire, thou fall into destruction. (Sir. 9.) 

Were it now so, that the aforementioned married and un- 
married women were true believers, even as was the sinful 
woman, they would then also fear the Lord, they would aban- 
don all vanity and ungodly actions, and lay snares for none, nor 
give any occasion to evil ; yea, would walk honorably and 
modestly, and avoid all manner of pride and superfluity, and 
make, or desire no other clothes than those necessary and 
convenient; for they would not frequent the idolatrous temple 
and idle banquets, where generally such pomp and superfluity 
are display ed. 
The ainfal iroman (when conyerted^ adoTti^\kftTvMVcc«^tdV^> 



OF TEOS FAITH OF THE SnTFlTL VOKlir. 925 



• 



and not ontwardlj, for she beliered ; bnt tbese dress theil* 
bodies, and not their sonls, for they believe not. 

The sinful woman sighed and wept, was afraid of the wrath 
and jodgment of the Lord, for she saw that she had done wron^ 
and sinned ; but these lauirh and sing, dance and prance abont, 
and do not see their enormoas mis-deeds, and great sins, and 
therefore, they do not fear the Lord's wrath and judgment. 

The sinful woman was compassionate and merciful, anointed 
the head and the feet of the Lord, and found the true servi^^e ; 
but these are unmerciful and shameless, and know of no other 
senrice, than to go the chapel to receive holy water, to offer 
lights and tupers to blind blocks and images, to hear masses 
and vespers, to call upon the departed saints for help, to confess 
once or twice a year to their idolatrous, drunken, lascivious 
priests, to receive their bread of . abomination and absolution, 
and the like superstitions and delusions. 

The sinful woman sought the company of the righteous ; but 
these seek the company of the unrighteous, do all manner of 
folly, defame their neighbors, backbite and slander, speak dis- 
gracefully of one another, speak of costly furniture, houses, 
goods and handsome companions, customs and fashions. In 
short, their works openly show that they have not the faith 
of the sinful woman, and belong not to the community of the 
righteous. 

The sinful woman sat at the feet of Jesus and heard his holy 
word ; but these hear teachers, who can tickle their ears, and 
preach to please them. In short, why need I say much ; it is, 
O God I so corrupted, that we find the whole world filled with 
folly. I mean spiritual folly, deaf ears, unreasonable hearts, the 
blind are leading the blind, they will all fall into the abyss <^ 
death (unless they receive their sight again ;) if we believe it to 
be true what the mouth of the Lord teaches, for their doctrine 
is altogether false, as well as their sacraments, and worship nn- 
belief, and sensuality prevail every where. 

Behold, reader, here take notice, how vastl^this sinful woman, 
after conversion, in her faith and conducts, differs from the faith 
and conduct of the world. They are like the sinful woman before 
her conversion, and not after conversion. Whether such are 
believers, I will let the sensible reader reflect upon with the 
spirit and word of the Lord. 

I cer^nly know that a proud, haughty man is no christian, 
that an avaricious, selfish man is no christian — an unchaste, 
lecherous man is no christian — a wrankling and envious man is 
no christian — a disobedient, idolatrous man is no christian — a 
false, lying man is no christian — an aiifa\\\it<Q\,^\^V^s^ T&ax^N^ 
no chnstjao — • defaming and bacVYAWa^ \nasi Sa tia 5Sw>a^2As^ 
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neither are the bloodthirsty, the nnmercifal and revengefal men 
christians — thoagh they were baptized one hundred times, and 
attend the Lord's supper daily ; for it is not the sacraments, or 
the signs, such as baptism and the Lord^s supper ^ but a sincere, 
christian faith, with its unblamable, pious fruits, represented by 
the sacraments, that has the promise of life. (Matt. 28 ; Mark 
16 ; John 1, 3, 6, 7,) and in other passages. 

Here, neither masses, nor holy water, neither holy days, nor 
rosaries, neither auricular confession nor absolution, avail. Here 
only a believing, contrite and broken heart, spirit and mind, a 
penitent, a changed, a new heart, a pious life dead to sin, avail 
— This was the confession and repentence of the sinful woman, 
and she also heard immediately : Thy sins are forgiven^ thy 
faith hath made thee whole, qo in peace. 

Bat the abominable auricular confession which is so highly 
esteemed by the world, is nothing but hypocrisy, human 
righteousness and superstition, open delusion of unbelievers, a 
false hope of the sinner, and a subtle invention of gain by the 
priests, whereby they set aside true confession and repentance 
and comfort and encourage the world in their rude, ungodly 
life. 

But if you would rightly confess and repent, to receive true 
absolution of God, then approach him with a believing, penitent 
and changed heart, with a sorrowing, broken distressed mind, 
leave off sinning, do justice to your neighbor, love, aid, serve, 
reprove and comfort him, and if you have sinned against him, 
or overreached him, acknowledge it to him and reconcile him. 
Behold, this is the only true confession and penance, which is 
taught in the word of God. The Lord grant that you may 
rightlv understand, and perform this confession and repentance. 

I, tnerefore, entreat and desire all women, through the mercy 
of the Lord, to take this grieved, sinful woman as a pattern and 
follow her faith, humble yourselves before the Lord, and reprove 
your avarice, pride, obscenity and all manner of evil. Let all 
your thoughts be pure, and let your words be circumspect and 
seasoned. And wtiatsoever you do, do it in the name and fear 
of the Lord Jesus, and do not adorn yourselves with gold, 
silver, pearls, broidered hair or costly array, but dress yourselves 
in such apparel, which becomes women professing godliness, 
and which is serviceable. Be obedient to your husbands in all 
reasonable things, so that those who do not believe may be 
gained by your good conversation without the word, Peter says, 
(Col. 3, 4 ; 1 Tim 2 ; 1 Pet. 3 ; Eph 5.) 

Remain within your houses and gates, except you have some- 

ihJDg of importance to do, such as attending to your temporal 

coDceraa — to administer to the needy — ^lo hei^r the word of the 
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liord, or to atteDd upon his holy sacraments, &c. Attend faith- 
fally to year charge, to your children, house and domestics, and 
ixralk in all thiugs like the sinful woman did after her conversion ; 
that you may be true daughters of Sarah, believing women, 
Bisters of Christ, and joint heirs of a future life; (I Pet. 3;) 
you shall hear the gracious words : Tour sins are forgiven, 
yourjaith hath made you whole, go in peace. 



OF THE FAITH OF THE WOMAN OF 

CANAAN. 

Matthew informs us that Jesus went out of the land of Genesar 
reth, and came into the coasts of Tyre and Sidon : and behold, a 
woman of Canaan came out of the same coasts, and cried unto 
him, saying : Have mercy on me, Lord, thou son of David ; 
my daughter is grievously vexed with a devil. But he answered 
her not a word. And his disciples came and besought him, 
saying : Send her,'away, for she crieth after us. But he answered 
and said : I am not sent but unto the lost sheep vof the house 
of Israel. But she came and worshipped him, saying: Lord do 
help me. But he answered and said : It is not meet to take the 
children's bread and cast it to the dogs. And she said : Truth, 
Lord ; yet the dogs eat of the crumbs which fall from their mas- 
ter's table. (Matt. 15 ; Mark 7 ; Luke 11.) Then Jesus answered 
and said to her: womany great is thy faith; he it to thee 
even as thou wilt. And her daughter was whole from that very 
hour. 

Here you again have a fine example and pattern of a sincere 
christian faith ; for when this woman perceived how powerfully 
Jesus preached grace, and hearing, besides, that he could do 
what he desired, showed love and mercy, and that he sent none 
awav comfortless, she unhesitatingly approached him, not doubt- 
ing his grace, mercy, love and power, tnough she was not heard 
on the first and second request. She was importunate both in 
her faith and prayer, with such a desire that she might but eat 
of the spiritual crumbs of his mercy, and obtain relief for her 
daughter. Yea, she manifested such a faith, constancy and 
piety, that the Lord said to her : woman, great is thy faith; 
he it unto thee even as thou wilt. 

Faithful reader, observe ; were we with spiritual eyes rightly 
to look upon this woman's faith and fruits, we would be aptly 
taught of her, especially in two particulars. 

For, 1 say, as soon as she heard that th^ "Lot^ \«ql«^\. ^-w^ 
nerey and grace, repentance aud telotinAXi^^i Y'wwcJqrA'^ ^^^ 
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kiligdom of God^ raised the dead, made the blind see, the deaf 
hear, the cripples walk, the leprous clean, healed the sick, and* 
cast out uDclean spirits ; that he reproved the Scribes, Phari- 
sees and the common people, for their unbelief, perversenesSi 
blind hypocrisy and sensual life ; and testified that he was the 
prophet and Messiah, promised in the law and the prophets, 
whereby his fame spread abroad through all Judea and the ad* 
jacent countries, — nearing all this, the woman's heart was encour- 
aged to go to him, not at all doubting his mercy, power, goodness 
a^ grace, she drew nigh to him, through assured faith, and in 
full confidence entreated him humbly not to deny to her her re-' 
quest, but that he would graciously grant it ; and she obtained 
what she desired. 

She heard and believed ; she saw and confessed. But these 
insane people imagine that they are christians, but are, accor- 
ding to my understanding, greator disbelievers, blinder, more 
hardened and worse than Turks, Tartars, or any of the heathens. 
Their works testify that I write the truth. And they cannot, 
by any means, be moved to hear, or be obedient to truth, neither 
by doctrine nor exhortation, neither by the unblamable lives 
nor the innocent blood of saints, which is daily shed, as we men- 
tioned, when treating of the faith of the thief. 

The above mentioned doctrine of the holy divine word, wo 
have had in Germany for some years, and have it yet daily 
more abundantly, in such power and clearness, that they may 
plainly see it is the finger and work of the Lord. For the 
naughty are humbled, the avaricious are made kind, the drunk- 
ards become sober, the unchaste made pure, &c, and are not 
allowed to indulge in a single thought, word or act contrary to 
the will, word and spirit of the Lord, and they receive it with 
such an affection, that they do not fear to forsake father and 
mother, man, woman, children, possessions, nay willingly suffer 
death on account of it. For many of them are burnt, many 
are drowned, many are apprehended, — are exiled, their property 
confiscated ; nevertheless they are indifferent. If it is but re- 
ported, he was an anabaptist, that is sufi&cient, and the enquiry 
18 never made, what his conduct and life were, whether he injured 
any one, or not. Neither do they reflect, that it is a special 
power and work which restrains one wholly from drunkenness, 
lasciviousness, pomp and pride, full of all vanity, abominable 
l^ing, sensual life and from all idolatry ; and constrains one to 
all sobriety, chastity, meekness, piety, truth, and the true wor- 
ship, on account of which, we have to hear all manner of dis- 
grace, beyond measure, and to endure persecution and misery, 
and so often have to endure the loss of life, as you may see. 
Zf« thief m led to Utejgallows q\ aaurdficer ia broken apoQ: 
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the wheel, or if a malefactor is sererely pnniBhed eyenr one en- . 
quires what he has done. And he is not sentenced by the judges 
as long as they do not understand fully the ground and truth 
of his evil deed. But if an innocent christian, (whom the gra- 
cious Lord rescued from the ways of sin, and placed in the way 
of his peace,) is accused by the priests ana preachers, and 
placed before the judges they deem nim unworthy of an impartial 
examination, in relation to what reasons or writings move him 
that he will not hear his priests and preachers, nor have his 
children baptized, nor attend their service, nor longer eat and 
drink with them, and serve the devil. Nor do they desire to 
know why he reformed his life and received the baptism of 
Christ, or what urges him that he willingly suffers or even would 
die for his faith. They only ask : Is he baptized f If he answers 
in affirmative, the sentence is fixed, that he must die. 

And all, who see or hear such miracles of almighty God that 
such poor, unlearned men, (yea, sometimes, poor, feeble women,) 
are so fortified in God that they fear neither judge nor execu- 
tioner ; that neither fire nor water, neither halter nor sword^ 
neither life nor death can deter them from their faith. These 
persecutors do not enquire what they did, whether they are 
traitors of their country or city, whether they have stolen the 

Property of others, or disgraced some one's daughter or wife. 
Ir whether they did any ^ng not in accordance with the word 
of God and with common honesty and natural probity. no 1 
8o much discretion and love we find not ; if they only have the 
word of the Lord, and believe the commands and ordinances 
thereof, and are obedient thereto, and desirous to regulate their 
poor, weak life by truth ; they must be adjudged as seditious and 
neretical, and that they are guilty of severe punishment and of 
death. Behold, thus has the murdering, blood-thirsty devil d&< 
ceived the whole world, through his priests and preachers ; yea, 
that, I fear, scarcdy one is to be found among a hundred thousand, 
who will lay to heart such a strong faith, obedience, frankness, 
power great suffering and ignominious death, so that he would 
once reflect upon his abominable unbelief, disgraceful wicked- 
ness and presumptuous carnal life, or call in question the doctrine 
of his teachers, sacraments, their lives and worship. How truly 
did the prophet say; The righteous perisheth and no man layeth 
it to heart. (Isa. 57. ) There cannot be found beneath the wide 
canopy of neaven, more hardened unbelief, more perverse, 
scornml, obdurate wickedness, more accursed madness, more 
execrated ungodliness, or a worse state of things than that which 
is related. 

If there is a report of war the whole land \a \si ^VKcaa:^ , ^gt^-^^. 
and small, citizens and peasants, d<^^QiUk\N^ 9Xin» vt^ ^xv^'^^^^^N 
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they watch and make I'eady for defence as mnch as possible. 
Or if they hear of famine or pestilence, then all fear and tremljle, 
who have come to years of understanding. And, if on the con- 
trary, there is a time of tranquillity and peace, of prosperity and 
weal, then all who hear it, rejoice. Bat now, the Lord Jesus 
Christ's trumpets are blowing, and the drums are beating, warn- 
ing us to tenaer love, through all his apostles and prophets, to 
flee Satan's crafty wiles and subtle assaults, and that all who 
follow and are obedient to him, must die. However, but few 
there are who put on the armor of God, are guarding against 
Satan's secret encroachment, and preparing to resist him. They 
all run voluntarily into his hands, both men and women, and 
eagerly to do the things which delight him. And those who do 
not, have to await great tribulation and much misery. (Eph. 
6 ; Thess. 5.) 

Besides, it is manifest that the abominable pestilence of false 
doctrine will destroy the whole world, and the bread of life, 
which is provided for all the spiritual hungry, is very scarce, in 
consequence of the envious callings and serpentine preachers. 
And, alas, there are few who weep and sigh for the bread of 
life. 

The eternal grace, mercy, favour, glory, kingdom and ioy of 
Christ are oflfered to us. But our ears have waxed dull, our 
hearts become hardened, and our perverted wickedness desire 
them not. But this pious woman did not so, but she heard 
and believed, saw his miracles and confessed his power ; and 
therefore, prayed with confidence and obtained what she de- 
sired, for she believed Christ with all her heart and doubted 
not his grace. 

In the second place, she admonishes all pious parents, that 
they should be solicitous for the salvation of their children, 
because she so faithfully entreated for her demoniac daughter, 
not desisting till she was heard. For it cannot be otherwise, that 
if I am a true christian, all my work before God and my neigh- 
bor, are works of love, for God (by whose word a christian is 
born) says John, is love. And that the Father and those who 
are born of him, are alike, of one mind and heart, is as clear as 
day-light. 

If I seek the Lord's praise with all my heart,, and desire the 
salvation of my neighbors, many of whom I have never seen ; 
how much more should I desire the salvation of my children, 
whom God gave me, who are out of my loins, and are naturally 
my flesh and bone? So that the mighty Lord may be praised 
and be eternally honored by them. 

What I write, I consider unquestionably true — I write it from 
m tme witneBB of my own conscience, as b^fote almighty God; 
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before whom I am/ that all tnie belieying^ parents are thus 
minded towards their children, that they would far sooner see 
them set in a dungeon for the sake of the word of the Lord and 
his testimony, than be with the deceiving priests, in their idola- 
trous churches, or with drunken erroneous interpreters in taverns, 
or in company with scorners, who despise the name of the Lord, 
and hate his holy word. 

Sooner far would they see them bound hands and feet, and 
dragged about for the sake of the Lord, before lords and princes^ 
than be married to rich persons, who fear not God and walk not 
in the ways of the Lord, but pass away time in splendor, with 
music, in excessive drinking, dancing and singing, sooner for 
would they see them scourged from the head to the feet, for the 
sake of the Lord's glory and holy name, than see them adorn 
themselves with silks and velvets, with gold and silver, and with 
costly attire, and the like vanity, pomp and pride. Yea, far 
sooner would they see them exiled, burnt at the stake, drowned 
in the water, or placed on the wheel, for righteousness' sake^ 
than see them live out of God, in all earthly and sensual lusts, 
be emperor and kings, and then be damned. 

Wo to those, yea, wo to those, who are not solicitous for their 
ehildren's salvation. Is it reasonable that we love their bodies, 
and connive at their sins, and not reprove the transgressions of 
ihe young with the rod, and of the aged with words, not teach 
them the way of the Lord, and not set them an unblamable ex- 
ample, direct them by day aod by night to Christ, his word, 
ordinances, commands and example, and not seek their salvation 
ifith all the soul, if not, we will not escape unpunished. For 
their souls ai\d blood, are required at our nands and their dam- 
nation and death will be laid to our charge as dumb and blind 
watchmen, in the day of the Lord. 

. Christianity plainly teaches us that all christian parents should 
be a salt, a shining light, and as unblamable, faithful teachers in 
their houses. The high priest Eli was punished because he did 
not zealously reprove his children. (I Sam. 2, 5.) 

If I see my neighbor's ox or ass go astray, I must bring him 
to the owner, or keep him safe, as Moses teaches. (Deut. 22.) 
If it becomes me thus to do with another's animal, how much 
more solicitous should I be for the souls of my children, who are 
80 readily misled by the youthful flesh, in which no good dwells. 

If I see my neighbor's ox or ass, fallen in a pit, or meet him . 
on the way lying under the weight of a burden, I must not leave 
him till he is extricated, (Exod. 23 ; Deut. 22 J how much more 
should I be solicitous for my children, whom X have before me, 
that they lie not under the burden of their sinsv ^xAM'C^^fcl "'•Jt^ 
ii:ot earyieatly reproved and instructed \iv g.xwi^^^^i.:*^^'^'^^^'^ 
the infernal abyss of the second' deat\i. 
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Again, if I see my neighbor's house ob fire, and goods pcnrisb* 
ing, it is reasonable that I exert myself to pat oat the fire, and 
if possible, to save the goods ; but it is much more reasonable, 
that I extinguish the fire of base desires in my child, with the 
prater of the divine word, and preserve, as much as is in my 
power, the heavenly goods. 

The holy scriptures teach, that God purifies the heart by feith, 
T— that faith comes by hearing ; and by faith we are justified. 
[Acts 1, 5 ; Bom. 3, 5, 10.) Therefore, let every one take heed, 
if he does love his children indeed, that he teach and instraot 
them in the way of the Lord, that they may fear, honor, and 
serve him, so that the depravity of sin may not rale in them, lest 
eternal disgrace ruin them. 

Moses taught Israel saying : And these words, which I com^ 
Band thee this day, shall be in thine heart, and thou shalt bind 
them for a sign unto thy hand, and they shall be as frontlets be* 
tween thy eyes, and thou shalt teach them diligently ante thy 
children, and shalt talk of them when thoa sittest in thine house, 
when thou walkest by the way, when thou liest down, and when 
thou risest up, and thou shalt write them upon the posts of thy 
house and on thy gates ; that ye may prolong your days in the 
land which the Lord swore unto your fathers to give unto them 
and their seed. (Deut. 6, 11.) 

In another place he says : And if thy children ask thee in time 
to come, saying, what is this ? that thoa shalt say unto them : 
By strength of hand, the Lord brought us out from Egypt ; from 
the house of bondage. (Exodt 12, 13.) 

Joshua commanded Israel, according to the word of the Lord, 
and said unto the twelve men : Pass over before the ark of the 
Lord your God into the midst of Jordan, and take ye up every 
man of you a stone upon his shoulder, according unto the nam« 
bers of the tribes of the children of Israel : that this may be a 
sign among you, that when your children ask their fathers in 
time to come, saying : What mean ye by these stones ? Then, 
ye shall answer them, that the waters of Jordan were cut oif 
before the ark of the covenant of the Lord, when Israel passed 
over Jordan, the waters of Jordan were cut off, and these stones 
shall be a memorial unto the children of Israel forever. (Jos. 4.) 

Behold, dear reader, thus the Israelites were obliged to teach 
their children from their youth, and to acquaint them with all 
the mercies and miracles of the Lord, wnich they and their 
fathers experienced, so that they might fear, love and serve the 
Lord all their days, and thus receive blessings, and escape 
cursings which were connected with the law. (Lev. 26 ; Deut. 
28.) 
Id like mgnaer, if we rightly confem Christ, we believe his 
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ii^ord, and we and onr children desite ifi obtain the happy fields 
and pleasant land, and eternally to inherit the grace which he 
promised his children ; therefore, let us not neglect it, but lay it 
well to heart, that we teach our children rightly in the word, and 
instruct them in relation to his righteous judgments, so that they 
will learn to fear the Lord with all their heart, and turn from 
evil. 

And also, rightly to set forth his unbounded mercy, love and 
service of his grace, so that they may love him and walk in his 
statutes — have correct views and just conceptions of Jesus 
Christ our Lord and Saviour, with his spirit, word and life, so 
that they may rightly know him and walk in his footsteps. Thus 
set them an example in all wisdom, righteousness ana truth-*- 
with a pious and virtuous life, so that they may be instructed 
thereby, and be taught and trained for the kingdom of heaven^ 
and for every good work. 

For all who have such a faith as this woman had, and see that 
the end of sin is death, will not cease to si^ and lament to God, 
that he would in mercy assist their children to resist the evil 
spirit, lest he ruin their poor souls and lead them captive at his 
will. 

But that they may, in their youth, rightly learn how to know 
the immortal, eternal God the Father, through Jesus Christ .his 
Son, and in truth submit to his cross. And recount all the 
mighty works anid wonders of the Lord our God, the great 
mercy, grace, favor and love of the almighty Father, his blessed 
word, will, ordinance and life, with all the merits, power and 
fruit of the death and blood of Christ his Son ; also the muni- 
ficence, wisdom, truth and the gifts of his eternal and Holy 
Ghost, this to their children, and children's children, and aU 
tiieir descendants, till the Lord Jesus come in the glorious 
majesty of his heavenly Father in the clouds of heaven, to the 
inal judging, and where every one will be rewarded according 
to his works, be they good or evil. (Matk 25 ; Bom. 2 ; 2 
Oor. 5.) 

Behold, dear reader, thus it behooves true christians to teach, 
to admonish, to reprove, and to correct their children, to set 
them an example in all righteousness, raise them in the fear of 
the Lord, be solicitous for theirpoor souls, lest they depart from 
the true path, die in their sins and finally perish in their un* 
belief. 

The Lord spoke of Abraham and said: Shall I hide from 
Abraham that thing which I do ; seeing that he shall surely be- 
come a great and mighty nation, and all the nations of the earth 
■shall be blessed in him ? For I know h.m, tKat \v,e MaV\X ^w«w- 
mm^ hi§ childrpi qnd his household after Vita, wrv.d. 1(K«m 
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Bkall keep the way of tkfi Lord io do justice and fudgr^eni, 
(Gen. 18.) 

Pious Tobit tanght his son and said : My son, obey tky father, 
serve the Lord in trath and be just, and this teach to thy child- 
ren, that they give alms, always fear God, and love him, and 
confide in him with all your heart. (Tob. 14.) 

And when they attain the age of maturity, and have not the 
power to refrain (but he that has, him I would advise with Paul, 
that he use it to the Lord) let them not marry to those out of 
Christ and his community, such as the noble, rich, or handsome, 
as do the proud and unchaste ; but let them marry such as fear, 
love, honor and follow the Lord with the whole heart; — be they 
noble or ignoble, rich or poor, comely or uncomely, for they are 
holy and children of saints, and therefore, it is of, and mast be 
done in the name of the Lord. (Job 8 ; 1 Cor. 7.) 

Let every one beware and do right, lest the wrath and judgh> 
Inents of God be inflicted apon him on account of his lewdness, 
ieven as the judgments in the days of Noah and Lot, were in- 
flicted. (Gen. 6, 8, 19.) 

Bat, alas 1 how few who take this to heart, and cordially seek 
their children's salvation. If they can but provide for them 
temporally, then they have their desires ; their faith is priests' 
ordinances and church services ; hope is their salvation, and 
ihey neither seek nor know another. 

All their doings are contrary to the word of Christ, for as 
soon as they are born, they are brought to idolatrous and false 
baptism, the holy name of the Lord is pronounced over thera, 
they are raised in all manner of vanity and blindness, in pomp, 
splendor and excess, in open idolatry and false service, and the 
dumb, earthly' life of this world. 

. In and out of their houses they hear and see nothing but un- 
righteousness and malice, lying, defrauding, cursing and swear^ 
ing, infidelity, avarice, hatred, drinking and eating to excess and 
all manner of disgrace. They never learn to know Christ and 
his word, but they bate the truth and persecute righteousness. la 
short, they show by their actions that they are fall of the evil, 
unclean spirit, and are led by it, as may be seen. 

For as your spirit is, so must also your fruits be. Is the spirit 
of Christ in you, which is holy and pure, then are also your 
whole life and fruit pure and holy. Again, if the spirit of the 
evil one is in you, then all your ways and fruits will be evil and 
impure ; — this is incontrovertible. 

Therefore, says Paul: For as many as are led by the spirit 

of God, they are the sons of God. Again, these are led by the 

spirit of an evil one, are the sons of the devil. Dear reader, 

f^Meot well upon t^%. Yea, if these pooc people had bat asperk 
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bf the Lord's spirit, they would a thousand times sooner be 
seethed in boiling oil, and burned with fire, than hear and see 
sach foolishness, Ungodliness and wantonness in their children, 
much less wonld they teach them or set them an example in 
SQch things. For it is incontrovertible, according to the scrip« 
tures, if they do not be partakers of Christ, that their end will 
be eternal death. (Mark 16 ; John 3.) 

Hither, all yon who fear the Lord: love your children with 
love divine, seek their salvation with all your heart, even like 
Abraham, Tobit. and the Maccabean mother did. (Gen. 22 ; Job. 
4; 2 Mace. 7.) If they transgress, reprove them sharply; if 
they err, exhort them parentally ; if they are child-like, bear 
them patiently ; if they are of good understanding, instruct them 
ehristian-like ; dedicate them to the Lord in their youth ; watch 
over their souls as long as they are under your care ; so that 
you will not lose your salvation on their account, pray without 
ceasing, like this pious woman did, that the Lord may grant 
them his grace, that they may resist the devil, subdue their 
natural depravity by the spirit and help of the Lord, and walk 
from their youth up before God and his communitv, in all right- 
eousness, truth and wisdom, in a firm and sure faith, in unfeigned 
love and living hope, in an honorable and holy life, unblamable 
and without offence, abound in the fruits of faith, to eternal life. 
Amen. 

The attentive reader may also add to the aforementioned 
examples, the faith of the virgin Mary ; the faith of Matthew ; 
of aged Simeon and Hannah ; and that of the blind man, (Luke 
1 ; Matt. 9 ; Luke 2, 5, 18 ; Mark 10,) and such like more, to se- 
riously reflect on with a pious mind, I trust he will, by the aid 
and grace of the Lord, fully understand the nature of true Chris- 
tian faith, that it is unostentatious, without hypocrisy, fears 
God, righteous, long-suffering, ardent, peaceable, joyful, mer- 
ciful, amiable, helpful, kind, meek, zealous, unblamable and 
pious, ever fruitful inwardly in power to God, outwardly towards 
fellow men ; even as a good tree brings forth good fruit of its 
own, so must also a true christian faith bring forth. For it 
cannot be otherwise, the righteous must live by faith. (Hab 2 ; 
Bom. 1; Gal. 3; Heb. 10.) 

If Abraham, Isaac and Jacob, Moses, Joshua and Samuel, 
with all the patriarchs and prophets believed the word of the 
Lord, which was declared to them by angels, or were found so 
faithful therein; how much more should we believe the word, 
and be faithful to that word which the prince of angels, God's 
only begotten Son, the true witness and teacher of righteous- 
oess, Christ Jesus, who came from the high Vi^«i^^\i<& \t^\sk\^ft» 
Father^fl bosom, bronght down and UasViX. ou^^as^ «a.tCQ.. V^Oosv 
114.) 
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It will not Buffice to say : That Jesns Olirist is the Son of 
God, that be fulfilled the law for us, that he paid for onr sins 
with his blood, and made reconciliation with the Father, by hit 
offering and death : neither will it suffice to only believe that 
his gospel is true, his word is right, the wages of sin is death, 
and that grace is eternal life ; but the heart must rightly Gom« 
prehend it, and the mind must be resolved upon it, or it will not 
otherwise justify. Paul says: With the heart we believe unto 
righteousness. (Rom. 10.) 

But all who believe with their whole hearts, that Ohrist Jesoa 
is the righteous branch of David ; the true promised prophet ; 
the right way and truth, and onr only propitiator, iDterceasor, 
mediator and high priest. (Jer. 22 ; Deut. 18 ; Bom. 3 ; 2 John 
2 ; Heb. 5, 13.) They also believe that all his words are imrnn* 
table and true; and his offering sufficient and perfect; they« 
therefore, obey his word, walk in his commands, bow to his 
sceptre and pacify their consciences by his grace, reconciliation, 
merits, offering, promises, death and blood, believe and acknow* 
ledge, if they neglect his will and word, and presumptuously 
transgress his will, and live according to the flesh, that Qod 
would require such at their hands, and would eternally punish 
them, through his righteous judgment, with the fire of hid 
wrath; for those who with impunity transgressed the law of 
Moses, had to die without mercy, through two or three wit- 
nesses : and how much sorer punishment are they worthy, who 
tread under foot the law of God, and count the blood of the cov<* 
enant, whereby they are sanctified, an nnholy thing, and have 
done despite unto the spirit of grace ? (Deut. 17 : Heb. 10.) 

Yes, kind reader, if we truly believe it, and rightly understand 
it in our souls, it moves and influences our hearts so with the 
fear and love of the Lord, that although all the tyrants that 
ever were, would rise with all their dread tyranny, torture, pain 
and blood shedding, and stand before us, they should not in the 
least deter or hinder us from the Lord's word and way. Besides, 
all our impure, sensual thoughts, unseasoned words, and onr 
useless, ungodly works would soon die, as tiirach says : The 
fear of the Lord dispels sin ; and it is impossible, without the 
fear of the Lord, to become right. (Sirach 1.) 

Seeing then, it is more than clear, that a sincere christian 
faith in God, knows God in his righteousness, and therefore 
fears his judgment, and thus through fear buries sin and dies te 
it, (as more than once related,) and nevertheless, you live in all 
avarice, unchantity, drunkenness, wrath, lewdness, blindness, 
idolatry, and all manner of wickedness ; say, beloved, where are 
your faith and word of God of which yon boast so much ? Do 
^oa not koow tb&t it is written : If you live after the fleah yo« 
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shall die ? Or do yon think that yon can trifle with God as with 
a man ? Be not deceived, says Paul, for God will not be mocked. 
(Gal. 6.) 

Ah ! reader, beware, I tell yon the truth in Christ ; take care 
of yonrself ; if yon do not repent with all yonr heart and seek 
God through Christ, do bear, belieye and fear him, bnt remain 
earthly and sensual, and walk after the Insts of yonr flesh, yonv 
sentence already pronounced, will be death. (Rom. 1, 6 ; 1 Cor. 
6; Gal. 5; Eph. 5; Rev. 21, 22.) As Christ himself says: I 
judge no man, bat the word that I have spoken, the same shall 
Jndge him in the last day. (John 12.) 

I, therefore, faithfully admonish you, as before God, even as 
I do my own soul, divest yourselves immediately of false doo« 
trine, of all unbelief, idolatry and earthlv, disgraceful lives, in 
which, alas 1 you have hitherto walked, lest the wrath of God 
overtake yon in the sleep of yonr sins. 

Awaken I He is still merciful, seek and receive the true doc- 
trine, true faith, true sacraments, the true service, and lead a 
godly life, as the scriptures teach : Then shall your light break 
forth as the morning, and your health shall spring forth speed-> 
ily, and your righteousness shall go before yon and the glory of 
the Lord shall be your reward. (Isa. 58.) 

Further, I say : If you truly believe and rightly understand 
that you became, in and through Adam's disobedience, children 
of the devil, of wrath, and of eternal death, subjected to God's 
righteous curse and judgment ; but every obstacle and all your 
sins are taken away through the precious blood of Christ, and 
you are reconciled ; and are called from wrath into grace, from 
cursings to blessings, and out of death to life, (not to mention 
the favors which are daily shown you;) to believe this your 
liearts would sprout forth as the sweet-scented blooming violet, 
fbll of pure love : yea, flow as the living fountain, from which 
flow forth the refreshing sweet waters of righteousness, and you 
would, with holy Paul, say, from the bottom of your soul : Who 
should separate us from the love of God? (Rom. 8.) Since it 
ean never be if I am in bonds of perfection with him, and love 
liim with a pure heart, good conscience and unfeigned faith, that 
nothing then can turn us away or separate us from him. (L Tim. 
1.) Forit is ray own desire and highest joy, that I hear and speak 
of his word, and in my weakness, walk as he commanded and 
taught through his Son, should it even cost money and posses- 
sioos, flesh or blood, his will be done. 

Behold, dear reader, since then it is more than clear in the 
Holy Scriptures, that the true Christian faith through the fear 
of God, dies to sin, and through love does tk^tVLYCk^^ ^\ tv^\.^« 
I, (thongii io weakness,) 1 \et ^ou ^xx!^%|^ -^XAVukftx >^^s»^ 
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believe fVom tbe heart, who with the month say, that the blood 
of Christ is the propitiatory sacrifice of their sin ; and never- 
theless seek and follow up all kiods of idolatry, such as infant 
baptism, holy water, absolution, auricular confession, masses, 

fold, silver, and wooden images, wafers, stone churches, and the 
runken whoredom of the priests. Ah 1 how well it would be 
for them that they would reflect. 

. I say : As true as the Lord lives, there will eternally be fonnd 
no other remedy for our sins, whether in heaven or upon earth) 
Neither works, merits nor sacraments (though thev are nsed ae« 
cording to the scriptures,) neither cross nor tribulation, neither 
holy angels nor men, nor any other means will avail, bnt alone 
the crimson, immaculate blood of the lamb, Christ, which was 
out of pure giace, mercy and love, shed and spilt for the remis* 
lion of our sins. (Isa. 53; Matt. 26; Mark 14; Lnke 22 1 
Rom. 3; Col. 1 ; 1 Pet. 1 ; 1 John 1 ; Rev. 1, 7.) 

Therefore, it is incontrovertible, that all those who use snch 
strange idolatrous means for sin, belong not to the grateful 
community of Christ. Hence, I will present yon. with a few 
passages from the gospel and writings of the apostles, and hang 
them before your eyes as a clear mirror, in which you may view 
yourselves, and see whether you are believing Christians. 

Thus teaches the word of the Lord : Verily, verily, I say 
unto you, except a man be bom a^ain, he cannot see the king* 
dom of God, (John 3.) And again : Of a truth I say unto 
you, except ye be converted and become as little children^ ye 
cannot enter the kingdom of heaven. (Matt. 18.) 

Prove yourselves, if you are born of the pure seed of th« 
holy word, for the nature of the seed must be in you ; and have 
you in malice, become like children, then there are no more 
pride, unchastity, avarice, hatred and envy in you ; for innocent 
children know nothing of such sins. But if you are yet in 
Adam and not in Christ, and walk after the desires of your own 
depraved flesh, then you show indeed that you are not bom of 
God, and have not his faith. 

The Lord's word teaches again : Go and preach the gospel 
to every creature; he that believeth and is baptized shall be 
saved. (Mark 16.) Here, prove yourselves again. He that be* 
lieves and is rightly baptized, truly repents, circumcises his 
heart, dies to sin, rises in Christ to a new life, &c. But if yon 
remain impenitent, your hearts uocircumcised, not dead to sin, 
but live out of Christ and his word, then is the deed your wit- 
ness, that you are disbelievers and have not the baptism of 
Christ. Again does the word of the Lord teach : J^ thou 
wouldst enter life keep the commandments. (Matt. 19) For in 
CbriBt, saja Paulf neither circamcision nor nncireiunGision avail* 
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eth, but the keeping of the eonnnands of God. (1 Cor. 7.) And 
this is his command : That yon shall love the Lord thy God 
with all your heart, with all your soul, with all yonr strength, 
and your neighbor as yourself. (Matt. 22; Deut. 6; Mark 12; 
Luke 20 ; Lev. 19; Rom. 13; Gal. b.) 

Hereby, prove yourselves again : Ir you love God, you will 
keep his commandments. (John, 14, 15; 1 John 5.) And yon 
will do to your neighbor as yon would have him do to yon. If 
you refuse his word, and live not up to, and walk after his or- 
dinances, doctrine, baptism, supper and separation, and also 
belie defraud, betray your neighbor and deprive him of life, 
disgrace his wife, daughter, or maid ; deal treacherously with 
him ; deceive the poor, blind souls and lead them off from the 
truth, way and obedience of the Lord (either by false doctrine 
or persecution) and rob them of the eternal kingdom and lead 
them to hell; then it is more than clear, that you hate the 
command of the Lord and have not his faith. 

A^in, the word of the Lord teaches : Enter ye in at the 
strait gate ; for wide is the gate, and broad is the way, that 
leadeth to destruction, and many there he which go in thereat / 
because strait is the gate, and narrow is the way, which lead'- 
eth unto life ; and few there be that fivd it. (Matt. 7 ; Luke 
13.) At another place it is written : If any man will come 
after me, let him deny himself, arid take up his cross and fol- 
low me, — He that loves father and mother, man or wife^ son or 
daughter, more than me, is not worthy of me, (Matt, 10, 16 ; 
Luke 14.) 

Ilere prove yourselves. Have you such a spirit, such frank- 
ness and faith, that you are ready to suffer on account of the 
word of God and for his testimony's sake ; to forsake in time 
of need, father, mother and all, take iipon yon the cross of 
Christ, deny yourselves, enter with Christ upon the path of 
misery, and with the little flock enter in at the strait gate. The 
Lord strengthen you. But if you live unto yourselves, reject 
the cross of Christ, and love father, mother, wife, children, 
property or life more than Christ, walk on the broad way with 
the multitude and enter the wide gate, then the Lord's own 
mouth gives testimony that you are disbelievers and that your 
end is damnation. 

Again, says the word of the Lord : And they that are Christ's 
have crucified the flesh with the affections and lusts, (Gal. 5.) 
For those who live after the flesh, such as adulterers, whore* 
mongers, incontinent persons, drunkards, avaricious, gamblers, 
thieves, the haughty, the hateful, defamers, blood-thirsty, idola- 
ters, shall die. (Rom 1 ; 1 Cor 6 ; Gal. 5 \ i^^i^V^.^ 

Prove yeniselrw agaip : Bo yoat \\il%^ wvfg^ixVa^wk^^sA^^ 
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yoa walk in aach like works as I related to joa, or do yon svik^ 
due yoar last through faith, then thank God, fight faithfuUyi 
watch and pray. But if you do, and live in the lusts of yoor 
flesh, then reform ; for it is evident that you are not peniteoty 
believing Christians, but impenitent sensual heathens. ' 

Again; the word of the Lord teaches: jT^er^re, t4ike no 
Ihoughtf saying y What shall we eat f or what shall we drink t 
or, wherewithal shaU we be clothed f For after all these thing* 
do the gentiles seek : But seek ye first the kingdom of God, and 
his righteousness ; and all these things shall be added wUi> 
you. (Matt. 6.) 

Here ask yourself again : If you believe that the strong and 
mighty God, who nourished Israel for forty years with bread 
from heaven and with water from the rock, and kept thei? 
clothes from being worn out, (Exod. 26 ; Deut. 29 ;) and fed 
Klias by a raven, (I Sam. 17,) will not forsake you in your dis* 
tress, but will provide for you by his grace, this is a true evir 
dence that you have the word of the Lord. But if through your 
cares, you are induced or constrained, that you neglect the kingr 
dom of God and his righteousness, seek temporal, more than 
eternal things, and are so much concerned as if God had more 
concern for the flowers and fowls than for you and your chil- 
dren, boast not that you believe the promise and the word of the 
Lord. 

Again, the word of the Lord teaches : For Qod so loved the 
worlds that he gave his only begotten Son, that whosoever be- 
lieveth in him should not perish, but have everlasting life. For 
Qod sent not his Son into the world to condemn the world, but 
that the world through him nught be saved. He that believeth 
on him is not condemned ; but he that believeth not is con^ 
demned already, because he halh not believed in the name qf 
the only begotten Son of God, (John 3.) 

Here prove yourselves for the seventh time. If you believe 
these words of Christ with the whole heart, that the almighty, 
eternal Father had such love to give you and the whole human 
family, that he sent his incomprehensible, almighty and eternal 
Ward, Wisdom, Truth and Son, by whom he created the heav« 
ens and the earth and the fulness thereof, and his eternal glory, 
into this vale of misery ; let him become poor, grieved, miserar 
ble man — let him hunger, thirst, and to be slandered, appre- 
hended, scourged, crowned with thorns and crucified, hence it 
is impossible for your carnal heart not to become spiritual, your 
thoughts must be chaste and pure, your words discreet and 
well seasoned, and your whole life, pious and unblamable. 

instantly you should awaken, walk in the right way, k^ep 
M/oaf from all aiH)Jiuiiation and idolatry, forsake false prophets, 
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preachers and priesU ; and seek for the right doctrioe, sacra- 
ineDts and divine service; for a true, sincere, Christian faith 
cannot be idle ; but it changes, renews, purifies, sanctifies and 
justifies more and more, it makes joyous and glad, for by faith 
he knows that hell, devil, sin and death, are conquered through 
Christ, and that grace, mercy, and redemption from sin, and 
:eternal life, are acquired through him. In full confidence, he 
approaches the Father, in the name of Christ, receives the Holy 
Ghost, becomes partaker of the divine nature, and is renewed 
after the image of him, who crea^d him, lives by the virtue of 
Christ, which is in him, all his ways are righteousness, godliness, 
honesty, chastity, truth, wisdom, goodness, benevolence, light, 
love and joy. (Rom. 8; Gal. 4; Eph. 2, 3; 2 Pet. 1; Eph.4; 
Col. 3 ; Gal. 2.) 

He sanctifies his body and heart as a habitation and temple 
of Christ and his Holy Ghost : hates all that is against God and 
his word, honors, praises and thanks God with a sincere heart ; 
and there is nothing to deter him, neither judgment nor wrath ; 
neither hell nor devil ; neither sin nor eternal death. For he 
knows that Christ is his intercessor, mediator and propitiator. 
He knows with holy Paul : There is, therefore, now no con- 
demnation to them which are in Christ Jesas, who walk not 
after the flesh, but after the spirit. (Bom. 8.) The Lord's spirit 
assures him, that he is a child of God and a joint heir of Christ, 
he, therefore, wholly dedicates himself to his Lord and Saviour 
Jesus Christ, who called him through grace, drawed him by his 
spirit, enlightened him by his word, and purchased him by his 
blood. 

Behold, this is the nature of true faith, which has such an 
mrgent, cogent power, spirit, fear, energy and life ; which avails 
with God and has the promise in the scriptures. Happy he 
who has such a faith and will salutarily retain it to the end. 
I repeat it : prove yourselves, whether you are in the faith ; in 
Christ or out of Christ ; penitent or impenitent. For in the 
mirror presented, you may view the whole face of your con- 
science and life ; if you but believe that your Lord's word is true 
and right. — Here notice how, that the true christian faith, (in 
grace, which is a flowing fountain, whence is not only a peni- 
.&nt, new life, but also the obedience to the evangelical cere- 
monies, such as baptism and the Lord's supper,) will have to 
come and follow, not as those compelled through the law ; the 
rod of the oppressor is broken, (Isa. 9,) but voluntarily, 
through the free will ; and submissive spirit of love, which is of 
a christian nature, is ready to all good works and obedience of 
rthe^ holy divine word. 

For all the truly regenerated and ^^ivWiiX toi&scnw Ssi w- 
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things to the word and ordinances of the Lord ; not becanse 
they think to merit the propitiation of their sins and eternal 
life, by no means. In this matter they depend npon nothing 
except the true promise of the mercifal Father, graciously given 
to all believers, through the blood and merits of Christ which 
blood (I again say) is, and ever will be the only eternal mediam 
of oar reconciliation, and not works, baptism or Lord's sapper 
as above related. 

For if our reconciliation depended upon works and ceremo- 
nies, then it would not be gyace, and the merits and fruits of 
the blood'of Christ would be void. no I it is grace and will 
be grace to all eternity — all what the mercifal Father is doing 
or has done for us grievous sinners, throagh his Son and Holy 
Ghost, is grace. But therefore, it happens that they hear the 
voice of the Lord, believe his word, and set forth the represen- 
tation of both signs, under water, bread and wine, in obedience 
(though in weakness) observe and do it. For a truly believing 
christian is thus minded, that he will not do otherwise than 
what the word of the Lord enjoins and teaches ; for he knows, 
that all presumption and disobedience, are like sins of witch- 
craft, and the end thereof is death. (1 Sam. 15 ; Nam. 15 ; 
Heb. 10.) 

Yes, good reader, the true christian belief as the scriptares 
require, is so lively, active* strong and powerful with all those, 
who have rightly received it through the grace of the Lord, 
that they do not fear to forsake father, mother, wife and chil- 
dren, money and possessions for the Lord's word and testimony 
sake, to suffer all manner of scorn and disgrace, fatigue, hard- 
ship and prison, and finally be burnt at the stake, as may 
abundantly be seen in the pious children and witnesses of Christ, 
especially in these our Netherlands. 

Alas I how many did I know before, and know the greater 
part of them now, both men and women, men and maid ser- 
vants, and virgins (would to (xod that they be increased to many 
hundred thousands) who, from the inmost of their souls, seek 
Christ and his word, and lead, in all meekness, a pious and un- 
blamable life before God and man ; sincere and holy in doctrine, 
full of the fear and love of God, ready to help one another, 
merciful, compassionate, meek, sober, chaste, neither refractory 
nor seditious ; but quiet and peaceable, obedient to the magis- 
tracy in all things not contrary to God ; and who have, never- 
theless, for a number of years, not slept in their beds, and even 
do not now ; for they are so much hated by the world, that they 
have been persecuted, betrayed, taken, exiled and slain like 
bighwAjmenj thieves and murderers, and that without mercy; 
Mod for no other reason, only becauM Xha^ out of trao fear of 
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God, dare not take part in tbe abominable, senanal life, and 
with the accorsed, aisgracefal idolatry of this blind world : 
neither dare they hear nor acknowledge the nnchaste, drunken, 
lecherous priests and deceiving blind preachers, as the true 
apostles and teachers of God ; and dare not receive the bread 
with the avaricious, envious, proud, drunkards, whores and 
rogues, at their hands ; and carry their children to anti-christian 
washing and baptism, but seek preachers and teachers, and also 
such a baptism, supper, church and life, which are in accord- 
ance with the scriptures, and may stand according to the word 
of the Lord. 

Behold, before God, I write the truth, indeed they are suchpa 
people, if I otherwise know them rightly (hypocrites excepted,) 
who weep more than they laugh, who sorrow more than they 
are joyful, give more than they receive, who are ready not only 
to sacrifice possessions, and their all, but also body and life for 
the praise of the Lord, and to the necessary service of their 
neighbor, as much as in them is. And no matter how much the 
poor children are harassed, they are still so much strengthened 
in God, that they can neither be moved nor deterred. They 
possess their souls with patience, waiting for the joy promised. 
Truly said Christ : Ye will be hated of all men for my sake. 
(Matt. 24.) 

Since then it is evident from all this, that the true evangeli- 
cal faith is of such a nature, as said, and is the only means and 
tree which through the grace of God, bears and propagates all 
manner of good fruit, therefore, it is considered, in scripture, 
the most precious, and greatest work, (John 6,) and all things 
are ascribed to faith, such as miracles, and the power to become 
the children of God, and be justified ; be blessed and saved ; 
purified and sanctified ; and have eternal life, as we have related 
when treating of the Malefactor's faith. (Matt. 14 ; Mark 16 ; 
Luke 17 ; 1 Cor. 13 ; Rom. 3, 5, 18 ; Gal. 3 ; 1 Pet. 1 ; Acts 
15 ; John 3, 7, 11.) 

Not, dear reader, that we believe that faith merits this on 
account of its worth ; by no means ; but because God's pleasure, 
through his word, is connected with true faith, (Matt. 14; Mark 
16 ; John 3, 7, 11, 21,) then it must also by virtue of that word, 
follow faith. For the scriptures plainly teach, that all things, 
visible and invisible, have to hear, yield, serve and follow God's 
powerful word, as when he said : Let there be heaven %ind 
earth. Heaven and earth sprang into existence at these words. 
(Gen. 1.) For his word, says Esdras, is his perfect work. (4 
Esd. 6.) God also says to Israel : If thou shalt hearken unto 
the voice of the Lord thy Gk>d, all these ble&&\\i^ ^"o^ ^^.^^s^^ 
on thee ; but if thoa wilt not hearken, \\i<e c\jlx»& ^iJ^Ni^^«^'^^ 
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the^ ; (Iiey. 26 ; Dent. 28) and it also happened, as it' Was io\9 
Israel : For God, says Balaam, ig not a man that he shotiTd lie ^ 
neither the son of man, that he shonld repent. (Num. 23.) For 
these reasons the promise must follow trae faith, else God wha 
is a God of trath, must be notrae and faithless, cannot be 
denied. no ! all that he wills mnst be done, what he pro(- 
mises mnst be falfiUed, and not otherwise than he has promised, 
fbr he alone is true, and we are all liars. (Pa. $1 ; Kom. S.)' 
!Paul says : If we believe not, yet he abideth faithful : he can- 
not deny himself. (2 Tim. 2.) 

Since then faith so firmly knows that God cannot break his* 
p^mise, but must keep it, because he is the truth and cannot 
lie, therefore, does he make his children joyful, and glad ill 
spirit; though they are confined in prisons, bonds, and 
have to endure water and fire, or are in chains and at the stake ; 
for they are assured in the spirit through feith, that God will 
fulfil his promise made to them ; for they believe on Christy 
inasmuch as the promises are sealed, and they are assured thereof 
through his grace, word and Will, although they did formerly 
Hve ungodly and carnally. 

They hope with faithful Abraham, where nothing is to be 
hoped, and wait for things invisible, as though they saw them ; 
and with full confidence adhere to the assurance, truth, faithfhU 
ness and power of the heavenly promise, (Bom. 4; Heb. 11,| 
which is made to us by the infallible, true mouth of our Lora 
Jesus Christ, the Son of God, without any previous work of 
merit, through his merciful Father's gracious choice and will, in 
his true word. (James 1 ; Eph. 2 ; Phil. I ; Bom. 10.) And 
that your regeneration, justifying, converting, penitent, active 
and confident faith, which comes from the Father of light, by 
hearing his holy word, is the only faith that avails with Godf, 
and which has the assurance of the promise of grace in the 
word, through the Holy Ghost ; besides this, the scriptures know 
of no other faith. 

Before now, I read in some books, which they have written, 
there is but one good work which saves us, namely, faith, and 
but one sin which will damn us, namely, unbruef. This I will 
leave as it is, and not find fault with it ; for where there is a sin- 
cere, true faifh, there is also all manner of sincere, good fruits. 
And on the other hand, where there is unbelief, there is also all 
manner of evil fruits; therefore, is salvation properly ascribed 
\o faith, and damnation to unbelief (Mark 16 ; John 3.) 

Faithful reader, pay attention. Since we plainly sec and 

perceive that the whole world, Papists, Lutherans, Zuinglians, 

I)avJdi8ts, libertines, &c., walk the broad road of sin, and lead 

M sensual life, and do not abide by thta ^nx^^ salutary, perfect 
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doctrine, Sftcrament and unblamable, pare example of Christ ; 
they are themselves witnesses, that they reject the corner stone 
Jesas Christ, and believe not his word and trath, though a few 
of them write mach of faith and speak of the scriptures. (Rom. 
6 ; Col. 2 ; Matt. 22 \ 1 Pet. 2.) Say, beloved, did you ever 
read in the scriptures, or did you ever hear, that a truly be- 
. lieving regenerated christian, after repentance and conversion, 
was proud, avaricious, incontinent, tyrannical and idolatrous, 
and lived after the lusts of his flesh ? You have to say, no I 
And if vou speak of Peter and David, you must observe that 
they did not delay repentance, and what kind of penance they 
did. (2 Sam. 11, 12 ; Luke 22.) Turn vonrself to the east, or 
to the west, to the south or north, you nnd with all those who 
boast of faith, ungodly, vain, pompous, foolish actions and con- 
duct, that we have to say with Christ and John : That they are, 
with few exceptions, of the devil and not of God. (John 8 ; 1 
John 3.) For the devil was from the beginning, proud and 
haughty, so are they, he was a liar, so are they ; he was a falsifier 
of the word of the Lord, so are they ; he was disputatious 
against God, so are they. In short, he is a revengeful mur- 
derer, an abominable, blood-thirsty tyrant, so are many of them. 
The way in which they use those, who seek Christ sincerely and 
believe, fear, follow, serve and call on him, has been more than 
once fully related. 

Yea, alas, they are so enraged at them« that they will scarce 
call them by their right names, but they call them anabaptists, 
fonatics, rioters, factionists, hedge preachers, deceivers, heretics, 
new monks, knaves and miscreants, although they do seek the 
kingdom of God and his righteousness with all their hearts, 
(which God knows, who tries the reins and hearts of men,) and 
wish no evil to any one upon earth. 

And this they do all through the ignorant, defaming of the 
envious, inhuman, lying, crying and writing of their learned 
priests and preachers, who from tfme to time, which the blas- 
phemous beast of antichrist has raised up in his kingdom and 
jplory, (Rev. 13, 19,) these have always been the true cause why 
innocent blood which was, and is so tyrannically shed ; for they 
are those who instigate the magistracy to murder, and the 
plebians to defame and blaspheme, and, I fear, will continue 
Buch till the end. 

Nevertheless, the chosen are to awaken, repent and to obey 
the voice of the Lord ; for idolatrous, blood-thirsty, confused 
Babel shall sink, and must be desolated ; and fair Jerusalem, 
the city of peace, shall and will increase, and through the 
power of almighty God must be built up in glory. QC \}&\^-%i\. 
rejoice, who. are called to the inatt\«kR«ol >\i^\j»ca3Xi>^^^''^^'***^ 



246 OP Tiens pawh op the woman op oA^Ajlv^. 

names are written in the book of Litis with Gk)d. Here k 
nnderstaDding*, wisdom, faith and patience of the saints ; let 
him that has anderstanding, observe, that the word of the Lord 
is true. Blessed are thej who are ready to meet the coming of 
the Lamb. 

Behold, snch a faithless, impenitent, tyrannical, idolatrons, 
refractory, disobedient, blind, setosual people they are, who 
imagine that they are the believing community, and the lawful 
bride of Christ. Observe that all under the heaven is spoiled, 
even as the prophet complains ; There is no truth, nor mercy, 
nor knowledge of God in the land ; by swearing, lying, stealing, 
killing and committing adultery, they break out, and bloM 
toucheth blood. (Hos. 4:) The world, Says John, lieth in 
wickedness. (1 John 5.) If we come to the lords and princes, 
there we find such pride, arrogance, pomp and wantonness, snch 
banqueting, eating and drinking to excess, with some snch 
adultery and whoredom, and such unreasonable, blind idolatry, 
and with many, such unmerciinl, raging tyrannv, that they are 
in truth more like proud Nebuchadnezzar, drunken Belshazzar, 
and Nabal, and blood thirsty, vain Antioch, Nero and Maxl- 
minus, than christian believing lords and kind princes. (Dan. 4, 
5 ; 1 Sam. 25 ; Mace. 9.^ If we come to the judges and rulers, 
to each in his station, with some we find only violence and in- 
justice, with some nothing but avarice, astonishing practices, 
they honorably steal and rob, pass sentence for gain and gifts ; 
honor the high and despise the poor, do not justice to the poor 
widow, orphan and the oppressed stranger, execute their office 
and power with rigor, and not fraternally ; serve princes and not 
God, as the prophet laments : What the prince desires, the judge 
does, so that he will again reward him. ?Mic. 7.) Alas ! where 
shall we find one, who loves God witn all tne heart, hates 
avarice, seeks the truth, who will defend the godfearing, and do 
him justice ? 

If we come to the monks, there we find such insatiable ava*> 
rice, that they offer and sell for money, prayers, psalms, matins, 
vespers, masses, sermons, baptism, liord's supper, absolution, 
all their church services, together with their own souls ; take 
rents and gold from the deceased, will go six or ten miles, from 
one place to another for a guilder: where they find the most 
milk and wool, there they prefer to be among the sheep, like to 
be flattered and honored by the world, they suffer themselves to 
be called doctors, lords, masters, abbots, provost, priors, fathers, 
guardians, presidents, like to wear long garments, seek to be 
greeted at the market, and take the first seats at the table and 
Fd the church, as Christ said of the Scribes and Pharisees. 
(Mark 12 ; Lake 10.) Besides, 1\iq ^;i««L\ftT ^«xt of them live in 
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0iich whoredom and sodomy that the angels are astonished and 
blneh — they defile one woman after another, also daughters and 
▼irgins. Defrand and corript the whole world, both temporal 
and spiritual ; they have all their joy in a temporal, sensaal 
life ; study by day and by night, how they may pamper their 
proud, idle, lasy flesh ; eating and drinking, saying, as it is 
written in the prophecy of Isa. 16 : Come let us go for wine and 
drink till we are drunken and do to-morrow as we did to-day» 
and much more : betray the pious hearts, who with all powers 
seek Christ and eternal life : they warn them of the truth and 
their followers, and cry : Hear as, we are your teachers and 
pastors, we will pledge our souls for you in the judgment of 
God. (2 Pet. 2.) And thus encourage the malicioos, lest they 
be converted from their wickedness. Promising liberty to 
others, and are themselves servants of corruption. ( Jer. 23 ; 2 
Pet. 2.) I do not know how they coald make it worse ; never- 
theless, those unblushing, abominable men, who aeconding to 
the law of Moses, would suffer death, and who (unless they re- 
pent,) must be eternally cursed and condemned, alas, are called 
the pastors and teachers of this poor, rude people. Behold, 
thus the world is corrupted. 

If we come to the preachers, who boast of the word, we wfll 
find, that some are open liars, others drunken sots, some nBurers, 
some wanton and gay, some defamers and slanderers, others 
persecutors and betrayers of the innocent ; you will see how 
others conduct themselves towards their women, and what kind 
of woman they have, — all I will commit to the Lord and to 
themselves. Teaching snbtilely, that there are two sans in 
Christ, the Son of God, and the son of Mary, and that he who 
died for our sins, was not the Son of God. Teach and practice 
a baptism not commanded in the scriptures ; some of them hold 
also the supper, where they consider the bread the body, and 
the wine the blood of Christ, they have, and hold no other bait, 
than the gallows, and the wheel ; lead an easy life, maintain 
themselves by deceiving, they preach as much as the sensdal 
magistracy desire to hear, promise the poor impenitent peace, 
though there is no peace. (Jer, 8.) 

If we come to the common people, we find such an nnbe* 
coming, sensual, blind, uncircumcised horde, that we are 
astonished, they know neither God nor his word. Their piety 
consists in any thing but the doctrine and commands of Christ. 
In short, it has come so far in the world, that we may complain 
and say with the holy prophet: Ban ye to and fro through 
Jerusalem, and see now, and know, and seek in the broad places 
thereof, if ye can find a man, if there be au^ thai ^lA^^oXKi^ 
judgment, that seeketh the truth. ^Jet.^.^ ^^ 

Not one ttone has remained npoa enot\AT^ eSi V^ ^"wa**^^ 
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which Christ and his faithful messengers taugh tis of faith, love, 
baptigm, supper, reconciliation of sin, repentance, regeneratioUy 
separation, teachers, deacons and of the true diyine service, 
nevertheless, they are called the community of Christ by their 
blind priests and preachers, even as if Christ and the Father 
were to be satisfied with names, bread, wine and water. no ! 
the chosen of God are the church of Christ — his saints and be- 
loved, who washed their clothes in the blood of the Lamb, who 
are bor^i of God, influenced by the spirit of Christ, who are in 
Christ and he in them, who hear and believe his word, who fol- 
low him in their weakness, in his commandments, walk in his 
footsteps with all patience and humility, hate the evil, and love 
the good, earnestly desiring to apprehend Christ as they are 
apprehended of him, (Phil. 3,) for all who are in Christ, are new 
creatures. (2 Cor. 5.) Flesh of his flesh, and bone of his bone. 
(Kph. 5.) Members of his body. (I Cor. 12.) As yon and the 
whole world agree, I will therefore, leave you and all reasonable 
readers, to reflect with the understanding and scripture, upon 
these things, in the fe!kr of the Lord. 
. Since, then, all things are desolated through God's righteous 

i'udgment; because they delighted in the unrighteousness and 
ies of the false prophets and ravening wolves, and that nothing 
salutary has remained according to uie true sense and ground 
of Christ and his holy apostles — we find nothing in the whole 
world, among all the great sects, but vain l^astings, mere 
names, false doctrine, false sacraments, vain unbelief and an im- 
penitent, sensual life, and this is all to be found under the name 
and semblance of Christ and his holy community ; hence, I am 
constrained, by true Christian love, to make known the power 
«nd ground of the holy scriptures, according to my small gift, 
given me of God, and through this to show which is the true 
Christian faith, having the promise, the faith which changes 
man from evil into good, to a divine nature, both inwardly and 
outwardly, and makes him, as heard, holy, righteous, obedient, 
new, pious, peaceable and joyful. In order that pious hearts, 
who desire to walk in the right way, but who are hindered 
therefrom by their blind priests and preachers, may read or 
hear this my faithful exposition and instruction, that they may 
thereby be instructed in the truth ; the indifferent and drowsy 
may be awakened, and all thy hypocrites may be ashamed, and 
reform, and all those who love God sincerely, might be more 
instructed and taught in the faith ; if they do by any means ac- 
knowledge this as the sure foundation of God, as it is, and will 
be, eternally. The dear Lord, grant that many may read and 
understand it, and thus receive and obey it, that they may sin- 
cerely repent and be saved. Amen. 
And Mince I do it oat of a nuoer^ YiiMxl, %i^ \»i&^t "dcA idth 



any other view (of which the great God, the searcher of men's 
hearts and reins, is my witness^) titsii! that I mayt^a'ch the 
ignorant, rude world, which knows not Christ, repentance, lead 
them to Christ and his doctrine, sacraments and example, and 
that many might be saved, and as we plainly see that there are* 
many profligates who have reformed their siafhl, sensaal lives, 
and commenced an upright, penitent, pious life in thef fear of the 
liOrd; then it is gross ingratitnde, yea, hardened, ungodly 
iyranny, to hate me and my co-workers so enviously and recom^ 
pense us so shameftilly, who manifest such great fidelity attil 
love towards them in our manifold sufi^Brings and trials. 

But thus, they treated, in the beginning, all the prophets and 
ilervants of God, who preached to them the Loras word and 
will with great fidelity, reproved their sins, sought even till 
death their salvation with all their powers, with many teard, 
iratchings, prayers, labors, cares and sorrows; therefore, it is 
Nothing strange, and no wonder, that they will treat us (ao ; tot 
Christ says : For they did so to the prophets, wha we^e before 
you. (Matt. 5 ; Luke 6.) 

I entreat and desire, hereby, through the mercy of our Lord 
Jesus Christ, all my readers and hearers in general, of whatever 
hame, office, station and condition, that you be pleased neither 
to defame nor to reject my labor, as long as you hav« not read it 
impartially, heard it rightly and understood it. Do, therefore, 
separate Christ's doctrine, sacraments and life from the dootrine, 
sacraments and life of the priests and preachers ; separate ftiith 
and unbelief, spirit and flesh, righteousness and unrighteousness. 
Beek after the truth, strive sealously for your salvation, believe 
that God is true, that he will reward the good and punish the 
evil, that his word is, and will be, truth eternally. Fear hii 
judgment, love his bounties, then you will know by the grace of 
the Lord that the aforementioned is the true Christian faith, 
which avails before God, and has the promise in the scriptures, 
as we have so abundantly testified and shown to you by God's 
word so abundantly, and with such incontrovertible passages, 
scriptures and examples, without deceit and fraud, as it were 
before, in Christ Jesus. 

The almighty, eternal, merciful God and Father, through his 
beloved Son, Jesus Christ, lead you all, one with another, into 
his holy, divine knowledge and evangelical truth, and make your 
faith fruitful and active, that you may at all times with sincere, 
liew hearts, patiently submit to his cross in every trial and 
affliction, unfeigned in love, peaceable and joyful in spirit, as 
the unblamable, pious children of God, (1 Pet. 1,) may walk 
t>efore the Lord and his community all the dava ot ^^yoa ^K?^'s^.^ 
and ultimately obtain the promVe^ ot ^«y6^ vaa «oA ^^ ^^^wt 
faith, the aaly&tion of your souls. A.meTi. 
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TO THE CHEISTIAN READER. 

CONCLUSION. 

Beloved reader, here you have my oboond and doctrine of 
Faith, with its properties, power ^ operation and fruits, I, 
therefore, entreat yoa all, if you appreciate Christ and your own 
salvation, suppress your perverted minds, \>e not enraged and 
embittered, should you find any thing contrary to the usages of 
our forefathers, standing usages, or philosophic writings and the 
ealUne of the learned ; but first prove it rightly, and scrutinize 
it well with Christ and his holy apostles' word, spirit, life and 
example, whether it is not the true content^ meaning^ ground 
and sense of the whole scriptures ; if so, you will have to give 
up the unscriptural usage, and the deceptive calling of the 
learned, and hold only to the word of the Lord, if you would be 
saved. Let, therefore, your heart be impartial, and your judg- 
ment sincere and after truth ; for almighty God, before whom 
every knee has to bow and every tongue confess, will not and 
cannot yield to any of the learned, or to long-standing usages, 
or customs ; for he is Lord, and we are his servants. (Isa. 45 ; 
Bom. 14; PhiL 2.) We must follow Him, and He not us. Ah I 
reader I -lay it to heart I 

Likewise, if you find that we preach our doctrine rightly, re- 
spect no man's dignity, fear no man's tyranny, nor yield to the 
learned, but in true, sincere love, faithfully teach, admonish and 
reprove every one without respect of person, with the Lord's 
holy spirit, word, example and ordinance, in all things not 
right ; then, I entreat you again, that you would be pleased not 
to attribute this to spiritual pride, but to well-meant frankness 
and Christian simplicity. I desire that you would all walk 
rightly, so that you may be saved, on account of which I have 
to endure not a little tribulation. I refuse not to become as a 
fool, so that I may make many wise in Christ, and with the 
Lord's holy spirit and powerful word lead them to wisdom and 
to the saints ; and I well know that Christ and his apostles, and 
the prophets, were guilty of the same foolishness, and were of 
the same mind with me iia this matter. 

I reprove, they reprove more ; 1 threaten, they do so much 
more. (Rev. 9.) Were they on account carnal and proud? Far 
from it? Yes, my reader, had not the dark smoke of men- 
pleasing-preachers, the accursed, false doctrine of the dreadful, 
abominable locusts out of the abyss, risen up ; but had sincere 
reproving, the true, pure doctrine, the scriptural usage of the 
sacrameDtB, and the separating of the impenitent, without re- 
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Bpect to person, continued in the world; nerer would the 
pleasing sun have lost his splendor, nor would the church have 
lapsed into sach a dreadful condition ; therefore, I esteem it with 
Paul, to be unimportant, to be judged of men in this matter. (1 
Cor. 4.) For I know that I mean it well, do right and reprove 
only with the truth, so that they may be converted. 

The true heavenly light, Jesus Christ, eternally blessed, en- 
lighten all dark, benighted hearts with the clear and lucid ray 
of his Holv Ghost and eternal truth, in unfeigned, pure faith, to 
view the brightness of Christ, to the praise and honor of his 
great name, and to the salvation of many souls. Amen. 



A FUNDAMENTAL DOCTRINE, 

FROM THE WORD OP THE LORD, CONCERN- 
ING THE NEW BIRTH. 

Exhorting all of every Christian denomination to the hea* 
verdy birth and the new creature^ without which none^ who has 
come to the years of muturitt/y can be a true Christian, 

In Christ Jesus neither circumcision nor uncircumcision 
availeth, but a new creature. Gal. 6. 

For other foundation can no man lay than that is laid, 
which is Jesus Christ, 1 Cor. 3. 

Hear my words, all people, and understand them, all you who 
imagine that you are Christians, and presumptuously boast of 
the Lord's grace, merits, flesh, blood, cross, kingdom and death, 
notwithstanding we find among you neither Christian 4aith, 
brotherly love nor repentance, nor the right use of the sacra- 
ments of Christ, nor the pure doctrine, nor the unblamable, 
godly Hfe, which is out of God, to which the scriptures admonish 
as ; neither the true, divine service, nor an evangelical disposi- 
tion, nor obedience ; but throughout nothing else than abomina- 
ble darkness, unbelief, a lewd, carnal life, false doctrine, false 
and self-devised sacraments, a devilish heart and mind, an ac- 
cursed, heathen idolatry under the name of Christ, blind, blood- 
thirsty tyranny, envious and furious revengefulness against all 
the children of God; yea, open obstinacy, disobedience and 
rejection of the words of Christ and of his Holy Ghost, as may 
be very plainly perceived and seen through the world. 

In order that you comfort yourselves no longer with lying 
and vain hopes, contrary to the scriptures, to your eternal dam- 
nation, and not glory in vain, in the afor^T£y&\i\i<(sti^^TvODL^'^ ^»^ 
gloiy of the children of God, nunely olO\ma\?fi\aai,^'oi,^^»R»^^ 
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merits, flesli, biood/^ross, death aftd promises, ^eMwliicli do not 
yet pertain to ^on, because you are yet altogether earthly, sen- 
jually and deyilishly minded, reject Christ, and do not keep to 
his spirit, word and example, without which no one can be a 

■ ^christian ; I hare undertaken through the merciful grace of the 
Lord, 9S much as is in my power, to inform you, briefly, by th^ 
infallible, powerful, saving word of the gospel of Christ, and out 
of the unadulterated, pure doctrine of his apostles, in this my 
epuile, who they are, or who they are not, that are endowed of 
iiod, and to whom pertain the aK>rementioned gifts, merits and 
promises of Christ. 

^ Tell me, most beloved, where or when did you read in the 
scriptures, (which is the true witness 4)f -the Holy Ghost and the 
only line of. our consciences,) that the unbelieving, disobedient, 
sensual adulterer, whoremonger, drunkard, avaric^us, idolatrous 
or pompous and arrogant, had a single promise of the kingdom* 
"of Christ and community, nay, part or eommnnion in his merits, 
death and blood? I tell yon the truth, nowhere do we read it 
in the scriptures, nor ever will we : but thus it is written in 
Paul's writings : For if ye live after the flesh ye shall die. 
Adulterers, whoremongers, huggerers, effeminate, unclean^ 
idolators, drunkards, proud, avaricious, betrayers of the *»- 
nocent, and bloodshedaers, thieves, murdei^ers, backbiters, per- 
jurers, sorcers, liars, unmerciful, the disobedient to God and 
Christ, (if they repent not,) will not inherit the kingdom of 
God, yea, their portion wiU be in the fiery lake which burnt 
with fire and brimstone, which is the second death, (Bom. 8*; 1 
€or. 6 ; Gal. 5 ; Eph. 5 ; Gen. 38 ; Bev. 21, 22.) 

Behold, worthy reader, this^is God's irrevocable sentence, 
npo# all who live after the flesh, whoever they be, emperor or 
king, duke or earl, knight or squire, noble or ignoble, priest or 
monk, learned or unlearned, rich or poor, male or female, bond 
or free. All, who live after the flesh, must forever remain under 
Ood's just sentence and eternal wrath, else the whole scriptures 
are untrue and false. (Acts 10; 1 Cor. 6; Gal. 5; Eph. 5; 
James 2.) 

And, therefore, are the poor» ignorant people comforted in 
vain with masses, matins, vespers, confession, pilgrimage and 
holy water, and what is more, with Christ's grace, death and 
blood. The word stands firm : For if ye live after the flesh ye 
shaU die ; for to be camaUy minded is death, (Bom. 8.) There- 
fore, I advise and entreat you all in general, do hear Christ Jesus, 
who is sent to us as a witness of the truth from heaven ; for thus 
Bays he : Verily I say unto you except ye be converted and 6e- 
Mfms Hke little children, ye cannot enter into the kingdom of 
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you except ye he horn from above ye cannot enter theJdngdom cf 
heaven. Again : Verily, verily^ I say unto you, except a man 
he horn of water and the spirit, ^c, (John 3.) 

Faithful reader, take heed : these words are not invented or 
instituted of man ; nor are they the resolution of any council ; 
but they are the infallible, precious words, which the Son of 
God, Christ Jesus^ brought to us from the mouth of hie Father, 
and declared unto pious Nicodemus, the scribe, with a double 
asseveration. That word is powerful and clear, and has not only 
reference to Nicodemus, but to all the children of Adam, who 
have come to the years of maturity. But alas, i^ is so obscured 
by the abominable, offensive, leavenous mire of human com- 
mands, statutes and glossaries, that scarcely one or two are found 
of a thousand, who have the true sense and understanding of the 
heavenly birth, much less have they the active power, properties 
and fruits of it. Yea, they have brought it so far through their 
philosophy, wisdom and self-chosen holiness, that the eternal 
Wisdom of God, Christ Jesus, eternally blessed, is banished as a 
poor senseless fool, out of the house of his honor, (which is his 
community,) with his Holy Ghost, word, baptism, supper, divine 
service, separation and unblamable example; and tne man of 
sin, the son of perdition, is placed in his stead, (2 Thess. 2,) with 
his abominable doctrine, idolatrous infant baptism and supper, 
with his unclean purifications and promises, with his churches, 
cloisters, priests, monks, masses, mattins, vespers, holy water, 
images, pilgrimages, purgatory, vigils, confession, absolution,. 
&c. : all of which in snort, are nothing but the doctrines and 
commands of men, raised up contrary to the scriptures, an ac- 
cursed idolatry and abomination, an open denial and blasphemy 
of the Lord's death and offering, a despising of the New Testa- 
ment, or of the covenant which was sealed by the innocent blood 
of the Lamb, a destroying and desolation of the saving ordi- 
nances of Christ, of doctrine, hapiism, supper, life and separa- 
tion, abundantly testified in the scriptures, which ordinance he 
taught in this world with incontrovertible clearness and power 
according to the command of bis Father, and left it to his child- 
ren in his word ; and none other can be established eternally 
that will stand before him. 

In short, writers and the learned have corrupted every thing 
so much through their councils, decrees and statutes, with all 
the tyranny and power of the great, that there is scarcely an 
article entire of all which Christ and his holy apostles taught. 
All the afore-mentioned abominations, together with the ungodly, 
sensual life of the world, I call on as witnesses ; nevertheless 
they would be called the holy christian church. Avs^d \s& ^2«ia^» 
admoiiishes them in sincere, pute'\oN^f ^^ ^Cw^ \iss^^ ^ssjssN 
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and word, most be an accursed anabaptist and Eeretic. 1 tell 
yon again : Tbey want to be the christian church, and it is evi- 
dent from all their actions, that they are not christians; but 
sensual, proud, ayaricious, lascivious, lewd, drunken and idola- 
trous blind heathens. And what is worse, some of them are un- 
merciful, murdering, ferocious, revengeful and blood-thirsty 
fiends ; ibr many of their works are done acceding to the devil's 
Inll. (John 8.) We may with propriety complain of this mat- 
ter ; fot the righteous judgment is come upon them, that they 
are unconvertible and that little of a salutary kind remains with 
them. 

O ! how miserably is the fair vineyard desolated, and how 
lamentably are its branches withered, its walls are broken down, 
the destroying foxes have destroyed the grapes, the clouds are 
dry and give no rain, (Isa. 5 ; Jer. 2,. 12 ;) there is neither pruner 
nor knife at hand ; and if there is one he must be devoured out 
.of the dragon, or slain by the apocalyptical woman, drunk with 
blood. merciful, gracious Father, how long will this ffreat 
misery endure ? Our rulers are like voracious lions and bears. 
Our fathers are our betrayers. Our leaders our deceivers. And 
those who feign to be our pastors are thieves and murderers of 
our soute. (Luke 23; 2 Thess. 2.) Well may we sigh and com- 
plain from the inmost of our hearts : Our house is left us deso- 
late. For that Which was before Christ's church and kingdom, 
is now, alas ! antichrist's church and house, and for no other 
reason than because they ungratefully rejected the word of 
grace, and will not have the ruling Lord Jesus Christ, to rule 
bver them, with the righteous scepture of his holy word and 
spirit, (Luke 19 :) nevertheless, this poor blind people hope to 
obtain God's grace and promises through their infant baptism, 
masses, confession and the like superstitious ceremonies and 
idolatries, Which they call the true divine service, and use it as 
a remedy for their sins. Ah ! no, most beloved, no ; for the 
hope of the ungodly is like thistle-down, says Solomon, that is 
blown away with the wind. I have said it once, and repeat it, 
and that from the mouth of the Lord, who can neither lie nor 
deceive : Except ye he converted, and become as little child- 
ren, ye shall not enter into the kingdom of heaven. — And if ye 
are not bom from above, ye shall not see the kingdom of urod. 
(Matt. 18 ; John 3.) 

My beloved reader, do take heed to the word of the Lord, and 
do once learn to know the true God. I warn you faithfully take 
heed, he will not save you, nor pardon your sins, nor show you 
his grace, except according to his word, namely : If you repent, 
ff you believe, if you are bom of him, if you do what he has 
co9W$aHd€d, and walk even as k^ tualfced. (Matt 4 ; Mark 1, 16 ; 
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Luke 13 ; 2 John 3, 15 ; 1 John 2.) For if he could save unjus- 
tified, sensual man, without regeneration, faith and repentance, 
he did not teach us the truth ; but he is the truth, and there is 
no lie in him. Therefore, I tell you again, that you cannot be 
reconciled with all your masses, matins, vespers, ceremonies, 
sacraments, councils, statutes and commands under the whole 
heavens, together with all the popes and their adherents from 
the beginning ; for 1 warn you, they are abominations and not 
propitiations. Christ says : In vain do they honor me, because 
they teach commandments of men. But if you, by any means, 
be saved, your sensual, ungodly life, must be reformed ; for the 
scriptures teach nothing but true repentance and reformation 
and present to us admonitions, threatenings, reprovings, miracles, 
examples, ceremonies and sacraments ; and if you do not repent, 
there is nothing in heaven or on earth that can save you ; for 
without true repentance, we are comforted in vain. The pi^ophet 
says : O my people, they which lead thee cause thee to err, and 
destroy the way of thy paths. (Isa. 3.) We must be born from 
above, (John 3,) must be changed and renewed in our kearts, 

^ transplanted from Adam's unrighteous and evil nature, into the 
true and good nature of Christ ; or we can eternally not be saved 
by any means, whether human or divine. (Matt. 18.) For 
wherever true repentance and new creature are not (I speak of 
adults,) man must be eternallv lost — ^this is incontrovertibly 

• clear. This every one may conndently rely upon, who does not 
wish to deceive his soul. 

That regeneration of which we write, from which comes the 
penitent pious life having the promise, comes alone from the 
word of the Lord, if it be rightly taught, and if rightly under- 
stood and received in the heart by faith through the Holy Ghost. 
(Rom. 10; 1 Cor. 4; 1 Pet. 1; James L) The first birth of 
man is out of the first earthly Adam, and therefore its nature is 
earthly and Adamic, that is, the carnal mind, unbelief, disobe- 
dience, in divine things, blindness, deafness and folly, whose end, 
if not renewed by the word, will be damnation and eternal death* 
Would you, therefore, have your inbred, evil nature reformed, 
and be free from eternal death and damnation, so that you may 
obtain with all true christians, what is promised them, you must 
be born again. For the regenerated are in grace, and have the 
promise, as you have heard. They do, therefore, lead a penitent 
and new life, for they are renewed in Christ, and have received 
a new heart and spirit. Before, they were earthly-minded, but 
now heavenly ; before, carnally,' now spiritually ; before, un- 
righteous, now righteous ; before, evil, now good. And live no 
longer after the old depraved nature of the 4t%t. ^^^xt^oX^ K.^v«sl 
but after the new, sincere natare o! tVie ii«^ wi^Vewic^l ^^am^. 
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Christ Jesas ; as Paul says : I live no more, but Christ lives in 
me. (Gal. 2.) Their poor weak life they renew daily more and 
more, and that after the image of him who created them, (Col. 
3,) their minds are after the mind of Christ, (Phil. 2,) and they 
gladly walk as he walked j (1 Jdtn 2,) they crucify and mortify 
their flesh with its evil lusts, (Gal. 5,) they bury their sin with 
baptism in the Lord's death, and rise with him to a new life, 

SBom. 6,) they circumcise their hearts with the word of the 
iord, (Col. 2,) and are baptized with the Holy Ghost in the 
spotless, holy body of Christ, as obedient members and fellow- 
heirs of his community, according to the true ordinance and 
according to the word of the Lord. They put on Christ and 
manifest the power of his spirit in all their fruits, ^1 Cor. 12 ; 
Gal. 2, 3,) they fear God'with all the heart, and seek m all their 
thoughts, words and works, nothing but the praise of God and 
the salvation of their brethren. They know not hatred and ven- 
geance, for they love those who hate them, they do good to those 
who despitefully use them, and pray for those who persecute 
them : (Matt. 5; Bom. 12,) they hate and resist avarice, pride, 
lewdness, drunkenness, hatred, envy, backbiting, lying, defraud- 
ing, quarrelling, blood-shedding, idolatry ; in short, all unclean 
and carnal works, and deny the world with its lusts, (Gal. 6,) 
they meditate upon the law of the Lord by day and by night ; 

iPs. 1,) they rejoice at the good and are grieved at the evil, 
Rom. 10,) evil they do not repay with evil, but with good ; they 
seek not self^ nor their own, but what is good for their neigh- 
bors, both as to body and soul ; they feed the hungry, and give 
drink to the thirsty, (Matt. 25,) they entertain the needy, re- 
lease prisoners, visit the sick, comfort the faint-hearted, admon- 
ish the erring, and are ready after their master's example, to 
give their lives for their brethren. Again, their thoughts are 
pure and chaste, their words are true and seasoned with salt ; 
with them is yea, what is yea, and nay^ what is nay^ and their 
works are done in the fear of the Lord ; their hearts are 
heavenly and new ; their minds pjeaceful and joyful ; they seek 
righteousness with all their powers. In short, they are so as- 
sured in their faith through God's spirit and word, (Rom. 12, 
15; James 1, 5 ; 2 John 3; Col. 4; Matt. 5,) that they will 
valiantly overcome, by virtue of their faith, all blood-thirsty, 
cruel tyrants, with all their tortures, punishment, exiling, plun- 
der, stocks and stakes, executioners, tormentors and counsel ; 
and out of a pure zeal, with an innocent pure heart, and with a 
simple yea and nay are willing to die. Christ's glory, the sweet- 
ness of the word, and the salvation of souls are dearer to them 
thAn any thing under heaven. 
Behold^ worthy reader : ** AH WiOM^Uo are born of God with 
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Christ, thus conform their weak life after the gospel, are thus 
converted, and follow the example of Christ, hear and believe 
his holy word, follow his commands, which he left and comman* 
ded us in the holy scriptures, form the holy christian church 
which has the promise ; the true children of God, brothers and 
sisters of Christ ; for they are bom with him of one Father, 
(John 1 ; Heb. 2,) the new Eve, the pure chaste bride. (Heb. 
12 ; 2 Cor. 6.) Flesh of Christ's flesh, and bone of his bone, 
(Rph 5,) the spiritual house of Israel, the spiritual city, Jeru- 
salem,- temple and Mount Ziou, (Heb. 9) the spiritual ark of the 
Lord, in which 'are hidden the true bread of heaven, Christ 
Jesus ; and his blessed word, the green blossoming rod of faith, 
and spiritual tables of stone, witji the commands of the Lord 
written thereon ; they are the spiritual seed of Abraham, chil^ 
dren of the promise, confederates of Qod*a covenant, partakers 
of the heavenly blessings." 

These regenerated have a spiritual king over them, who rules 
them by the unbroken sceptre of his mouth, namely, with his Holy 
Spirit and word, he clothes them with the garment of right- 
eousness, of pure white silk ; he refreshes them with the living 
water of his Holy Spirit, and feeds them with the bread of life. 
His name is Christ Jesus. They are the children of peace, who 
have beaten their swords into plough-shares, and their spears 
into pruning hooks, and know of no war; and give to Caesar 
the things Siat are Caesar's, aad to God the things that are 
(Jod's. (Isa. 2 ; Mich. 4 ; Matt. 22.) Their sword is the sword 
of the spirit, which they hold in a good conscience through the 
Holy Ghost Their marriage is that of one man and one woman, 
a^^cording to God's ordinance. Their kingdom is the kingdom 
of grace, here in hope, and after this is eternal life. (Eph. 6 ; 
Heb. 4 ; Bev. 2, 19 ; 2 Esp. 13 ; Gen. 1 ; Matt. 19, 25 ; 1 Cor. 
7 ; 1 Tim. 3 ; Tit 1 ; Lnke 12, 13 ; Rom. 8.) 

Their citizenship is in heaven ; and they use the creatures 
below, such as eating, drinking, clothing and dwelling with 
thanksgiving, and that to the necessary wants of their own lives, 
and to the service of their neighbor, according to the word of 
the Lord. (Isa. 58 ; Tob. 4, 14; Matt. 25 ; Luke 6 ; Bom. 12.) 
Their doctrine is the unadulterated word of God, testified 
through Moses and the prophets, through Christ and the apos* 
ties, upon which they built their faith, and save their souls, 
(James 1) and every thing that is contrary thereto, they con* 
sider accursed. (Gal. I.) They use and administer their baptism 
on believing, according to the command of the Lord, and ac- 
cording to the doctrines and usages of the apostles, (^^^V'l&N 
Mark 16 ; Acts 2, 8, 10, 16, 19, &c. 

Their Lord's supper they celebrate in T«m^Tc^yc^^^^ ^^ ^^^^ 

2a* ^ 



258 THE NEW BIRTH. 

Lord's favors and bis death, (Matt. 26 ; Mark 14 ; Luke 22 ; 
1 Cor.' 11,] and in reminding one another of true and brotherly 
love. (1 Cor. 10.) 

The ban and separation extend to all the proud scomers, 
great and small, nch and poor, without anj respect to person, 
vrho heard and obeyed the word for a season, but fell on again 
and in the house of the Lord, teach or live offensively, till 
they again sincerely repent. (Rom. 16; Tit. 3; I Cor. 5; 2 
Thes. 2.) 

They daily sigh and lament over their poor displeasing, evil 
flesh, over the manifold errors and faults of their weak lives. 
They war inwardly and outwardly without ceasing. They sigh 
and call to the Most High ; fight and struggle against the devil, 
world and flesh during their lives, press on towards the prize of 
the high calling that they may obtain it. (Phil. 3,) And they 
prove by their actions that they believe the word of the Lord, 
tliat they know and have Christ in power, that they are born of 
Qod and have God as their Father. ^John 1 ; Eph. 2.) 

Behold, worthy reader, as I said berbre, so say I again. These 
are the christians who have the promise and are assured by the 
spirit of God, to whom are given and bestowed Christ Jesus, 
with all -his merits, righteousness, intercessions, word, cross, 
suffering, flesh, blood, death, resurrection, kingdom, and all his 
possessions, and this all without merit, out of pure grace from 
God. But what kind of doctrine, faith, life, regeneration, bap- 
tism, supper, ban and divine service, sectarian churches have, 
of whatever name ; and what kind of reward is promised them 
in the scriptures, 1 will let the reasonable meditate on, with the 
aid of the Lord's spirit and word. 

Here I would call on all the high and mighty lords, priaces 
and rulers, all under the canopy of heaven, also on all the popes, 
cardinals and bishops, together with all the wise and learned, 
who from the beginning perverted and darkened the scriptures, 
to show us one single word in the whole Bible, I say in the 
Bible ; (for we do not regard human fables and lies) that an un- 
believing, refractory, sensual man, without true repentance and 
regeneration, was ever or ever will be saved, simply because he 
boasts of faith and the death of Christ, or heard tne masses and 
service of the priests, as the whole world does ; if so, the^r shall 
have gained the point. But this never wcu and never will be ; 
for if such vile men could be saved without repentance and re- 
generation, by hearing masses, and confessing, as they, poor 
children, without the warrant of the scripture, hope ; then we 
iD^ht of a truth say, that the aforementioned means were 
stronger, /though they are idoVattous^ than ,the word of the 
Liord^ ■ For the word knows i^o tnaaBjVjvjX %w5^\ 'WaX NJo^^ vxv- 
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Senitent shall die in their sins. (Lnke 13.) Then woald also 
loses and the prophets, Christ and his apostles, have been 
false witnesses, and have miserably deceived ns, because they 
directed us upon such a narrow path. 

Ah no ! friends, no ! Beware, I tell you, God will not deceive 
you. For he says through the prophet Malachi 3 : For I am 
the Lord, I change not. All that he has testified us in his holy 
word through his prophets, through Christ and his apostles, is 
his eternal, immutable will ; on this we may all rely if we wish 
not to deceive our souls. In short, all is in vain to counsel and 
advise. True repentance and the birth from above, must take 
place ; we must believe Christ and his word, and we must abide « 
by his word, spirit, ordinance and example, or eternal misery 
must be our portion — this is incontrovertible. 

Therefore, I admonish and entreat yon, as those whom my 
soul loves, repent I repent ! I I say, and delay not ; for the axe 
is already laid to the root of the trees, and that which does not 
bring forth fruit. Is cut off and cast into the fire. (Matt. 3.) 
Watch over your poor souls, being bought with a precious price, 
and be no longer comforted with open lies, nor be led upon chaff; 
for behold, I tell you, there is .nothing under heaven that can, 
or will eternally stand before God, but the new creature, (Luke 
15 ; GaL 6,) and faith which works hy love^ (Gal. 5,) and the 
keeping of the commandments, (I Cor. 7.) 

My faithful reader, do not only believe me, but believe the 
word, to which, by the grace of God, I directed you with my 
small talents ; for as true as the Lord liveth : All who teach 
otherwise than we have shown from the word of the Lord, who- 
ever they be, are prophets, who deceive yon, who place pillows 
under your arms, and cushions under your heads ; who white- 
wash the wall with delusions, and speak peace to the wicked, 
but not out of the mouth of the Lord, ( Jer. 14, 23 ; Ezek. 13.) 
For as certain as it is that the penitent and regenerated are the 
true christians, who have obtained God's truth, the true light, 
pardon of their sins, and the sure promise of eternal life, so cer- 
tain also is it, that the sensual and impenitent are false chris- 
tians, and have serpentine lies, darkness, propensity for sin, and 
the certain promise of eternal death. This will eternally be 
found to be true ; of this his word is to me a true witness ; and 
of this I am confidently assured through his grace. 

Now, perhaps, some may answer us : Our belief is, that Christ 
is the Son of God, that his word is truth, and that he purchased 
us with his death and blood, and that we were regenerated in 
baptism and received the Holy Ghost, and tk^t^^L^x^,^^ ^x^'^^^ 
true church and community of O^nst. 

We reply: If your faith is as yoTi Mi.^,^\i^ ^^ 1^^ ^^"^ ^^"^ 
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things which he has commanded you in his word ? His command 
is: Reform — Be ye convbrtbd — Keep the oomsianoments. 
(Matt. 18, 19; Mark 1.) And it is evident that you are be- 
coming worse daily ; that unrighteousness is your father, and 
wickedness your mother, and the expressed command of the 
Lord is foolishness and derision to you. Since you will not do 
as he commands, or would have you do, but you act as you 
choose, it proves sufficiently that you do not believe that Jesus 
Christ is the Son of God, though you say so. Nor do you be- 
lieve that his word is truth ; for faith and its fruits are insepa- 
rable, this you have all to confess by the grace of God. 0, you 
poor, blind men ! be silent and blush — let Christ Jesus with his 
spirit and word be your teacher and example — ^your way and 
your mirror. Do .you think it will do to only acknowledge 
Christ according to the flesh 7 Gr if you but say that you believe 
on him and are baptized — that you are christians, and you that 
are purchased with Christ's death and blood ? Ah no 1 I told 
you often, and tell you again, you must be born of God — in your 
life you must be so converted and changed that yon become 
new creatures in Christ, that Christ be in you, and you in Christ, 
or you can never be christians ;. For he that is in Christ is a 
new creature. (2 Cor. 6.) 

If you believe rightly in Christ, as you boast, then manifest it 
by your lives that you believe ; For the righteous live by faith, 
as the scriptures say. (Hab. 2 ; Bom. 1 ; Gal. 3 ; Heb. 10.) And 
that this is all true has been fully testified and shown by the 
works of Abel, Enoch and Noah, Abraham, Isaac, Jacob and 
Joseph, Moses, Joshua, Caleb, Samuel, David, Matthias, Zac- 
cheus, Magdalene and Paul, and all the pious children of God, 
who were from the beginning and to this day. But as you con- 
duct yourselves in your faith, and as you are minded, may be 
more than plainly seen by your prevalent lies, fraud, avarice, 
hoarding up, i^ursing, swearing, pride and wantonness ; for your 
hearts burn in unrighteousness ; you fear neither God nor his 
word ; nevertheless, you boast that you believe on Christ, have 
his word, and that you are christians, &c. I repeat it : Reform, 
or hold your peace and be ashamed. 

Further, you imagine that you were regenerated in your bap« 
tism and received the Holy Ghost. Faithful reader, remember, 
if it even had been so, as you say, still you have to acknowledge 
that your regeneration then took place without hearing the 
word, without the faith and knowledge of Christ, and without 
knowledge and understanding ; and besides, that the aforemen- 
tioned birth and the received spirit are altogether without 
operation, wisdom, power or fruil*^ ^e&, are vain and dead in 
J'ou; for that joa live neither ^SSax lYi^ tt^\t\\.\LQt \\i>}a&^wi^T 
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of the new birth, is evident from your gross avarice, drunken- 
ness, pride, wantonness, and the idolatrous, sensual lives, of 
which those baptized anfong you are my witnesses. Yea, my 
friends, if you were born of God in your baptism, and had re- 
ceived the Holy Ghost, as your comforters persuade and assure 
yon, then it could not be otherwise than that the new spiritual 
life and its fruits would also be manifest, as it was the case with 
the saints from the beginning, and is yet ; for it is more than 
clear, that the regenerated do not presumptuously live in sin, 
but through faith, in true repentance, by baptism, are buried 
into the death of Christ, and also arise with him to a new life, 
(Rom. 6,) and those who have the spirit of the Lord, bring 
rorth also the fruits of the spirit. (Gal. 5.) But that you do not 
bury your sins, but serve them in full power, and also bring not 
forth the fruits of the spirit, is daily testified by your vain, sen- 
sual, abominable life. My friends, out of true love I warn you 
to awaken and observe what the word of the Lord teaches ; for 
the spirit of the Lord will not dwell in a wicked soul, nor in a 
body subjected to sin. (^is. 1.) 

In the second place, I tell you : If you are rightly baptized 
according to the word of the Lord, as you imagine, then you 
have put on Christ, (Gal. 3,) and live no longer after Adam's 
inbred evil nature, but after Christ's regenerated good nature, 
&c. But since this is not the case with you, but you are yet 
altogether sensual and earthly, as is evident from all your fruits, 
hence it is clear that yon are not regenerated, baptized chris- 
tians, but impenitent, sensual pagans, for your works are chiefly 
done after a heathen will, as we may see and hear. Once more, 
I say : awaken and hear what the word of the Lord says : For 
if you have ptU on Christy that isy if Christ be in you, the body 
ts dead because of sin : but the spirit is life because of right- 
eousffiess, (Rom. 8.) 

In the third place, I tell you : if you are rightly baptized 
according to the word of the Lord, then you are members and 
joint heirs of the body of Christ, (1 Cor. 12,) and have the evi- 
dence of a good conscience before God. (1 Pet. 3.) Inasmuch 
as a body is never divided in itself, nor hates its members, or 
does them harm, but one member serves and assists another ; 
and since it is evident, and is indeed found to be so with you, 
that you unmercifully persecute, murder and exterminate the 
chosen members of Christ, who are of your own flesh and blood, 
whom he purchased by his death, regenerated by his word, en- 
dowed with his spirit, and has chosen as his own people ; and 
besides they seek no help nor comfort of human institutions, 
but solely adhere with a pure faith to the L^x^'^ ^vs-^^^ns^^- 
eoQsness, prayer, merits, deatln and \Aw>d\ ^^^ 1^^ ^^-^^sA. 
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upon and comfort yourselves m\h the priest's and monk's 
itoasses, confession, absolation, holy water, bread, wine, oil and 
vigils 4 so the works themselres testify 'that you are not serrice- 
able members of the aforementioned body, bnt are much more 
destroyers and defilers. That you have not a firm, joyful, peace- 
able and good conscience, but a wavering, damning, restless and 
evil conscience before God ; for all unrighteousness is esteemed 
as abomination by the consciences of the pious ; but we see that 
it is to your conscience great consolation, because you neither 
have nor know Christ. My friends, beware, you are miserably 
deceived by your comforters. The spirit of prophesy says: And 
unto the angel of the church in Smyrna write : These things say 
the first and the last, which was dead and is alive — I know the 
blasphemy of them which say they are Jews, and are not : but 
are of the synagogue of satan. (Rev. 2.) Well may it be said at 
the present time to all the great and specious sects : I know 
the great defamations, and see the wicked lives of those who 
say they are regenerated, baptized christians, and are not, but 
are satan's synagogue ; for I know not how they could do 
worse. 

But if we come to the chief and mighty rulers, there we find 
pride and wantonness, dancing, whoring, chasing, stabbing, 
breaking, fighting, destroying of cities and countries — living 
after the lusts of their hearts. 

If we come to the subordinate officers, there we find insatiable 
avarice, treachery and roguery, cunning devices to defraud the 
helpless God-fearing, (the good and pious I do not mean,) they 
take gifts and presents ; the right of the righteous they pervert 
and willingly accept of gifts to shed innocent blood ; they per- 
secute the truth ; they reject what is right and good ; the fear 
of God is not before their eyes. 

If we come to the divines whether preachers, priests or monks, 
there we find such an idle, lazy, wanton and sensual life, such a 
corrupted, anti-christian doctrine, and understanding of the 
scriptures ; such hatred,* envy, defaming, betraying, lying and 
uproar against all the pious, that I would be ashamed to men- 
tion it before the virtuous. — ^The common people run, as a 
frantic heifer, as the prophet laments. (Hos. 4.) They lie and 
cheat, curse and swear by the Lord's wounds and sacraments, 
by his judgment, hand, power, might, suffering, death and blood. 
. I am ashamed and astonished that I have to think of these scan- 
dalous abominations. They gamble, drink and wrestle, wrangle 
and quarrel. In short, their prevalent, horrible, cruel and 
wicked lives are not to be related, and their great folly cannot 
be prevented ; yet it must be said ; that the mentioned lords, 
^ ndgea, learned and common people, ax« the truly regenerated 
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cbarch and baptized commuDity of Christ. May the merciful 
Lord gracionsly preserve all his chosen children from such a re- 
generation, baptism and community. Amen. 

I testify to you the truth in Christ Jesus, take heed, if you 
please: Jesus Christ did not endure from the ' beginning such 
openly impenitent, sensual sinners in his holy city, kingdom and 
community, and he will never endure them — believe this to be 
true. 

O Almighty God and Lord, how miserably thy holy and pa- 
ternal will and thy adorably great name ar% derided, and how 
little is thy saving, precious word esteemed: yea, what an 
abominable, idolatrous, sensual, revengeful and blood-thirsty 
devil is made of thy beloved Son ; for they cover all their abomi- 
nations, sins and disgraces with his blessed, holy name, word, 
death and blood. 

Be ashamed, you heedless, perverted men, be ashamed, I 
say, before God and his angels that you are so rebellious and 
refractory ; that you live so rudely. But yet you say that you 
are the rightly regenerated community and baptized church of 
Christ. Oft have I told you, and tell you again ; all who are 
born of God, rightly baptized with the spirit, fire and water, as 
the scriptures teach, are of a heavenly and divine mind ; their 
sins they bury, lead a penitent, pious life according to the Lord's 
word. They show the nature and power of Christ which dwells 
in them by word and work; they bring forth the fruits of the 
spirit, and subdue the works of the flesh ; they are useful mem- 
bers of the body of Christ, and labor according to the gift re- 
ceived. In short, they are fruitful branches of the true vine, 
and their fruits abide to eternal life. (John 15.) 

But since it is manifest in you, that you show the reverse in 
all your fruits, and we do see in your whole lives, that it is but 
word and flesh witik you, hence it is more than clear, that your 
boating of the new birth, spirit, baptism, community and church, 
is not. the truth ; but lies and falsehood. 

The holy scriptures and our common belief, teach us that the 
boly christian church is an assembly of the righteous, and a 
community of saints ; and he that can see but partially into the 
scriptures, must confess that your church and assembly are a 
church and assembly of the unrighteous, of the lascivious, of the 
impenitent and sensual ; yea, of the blood-thirsty wolves, lions, 
bears, basalisks, serpents, and fiery, flying dragons. 

Ah 1 friends, lift your heads, and open your eyes ? O ye be- 
witched ! look over the whole world, what life they lead who 
have received the same baptism with you; who practise like 
ordinances and worships, who indulge in the »%«.\sv^ \i^^^Niav% '^^ 
the Lord's death and blood, and aa^ \3ci^\. \}dl«^ w% *"2o» Oosai^ 
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and people of Christ. For it is clearer than mid-day, that many 
of yon are so insane, so influenced by the spirit of the devil, tbit 
you hate, envy, bite and devour one another ; so that you wholly 
destroy principalities, cities, castles and citadels with your ac- 
cursed fightings and uproar; human blood you &hed like water; 
deprive the poor citizen and peasant (those of your own faith) 
of body and possessions by burning, robbing, plundering, catch- 
ing, imposition, torturing, nay (Bven those who have never harmefd 
you, or given you a rash word. In truth, I know not, bow the 
infernal Behemotk could be more devilish and crnel than you or 
your members, who imagine that they are the church of Christ. 
God preserve us ! You disgrace families, you persecute the 
righteous ; you encourage open brothels, tippling houses, boxing 
schools, gaming boards, and the like disgraces, idolatrous bouses 
and im aires, with all i'alse service and the like, without measure 
and bounds. I will not touch your intolerable, scandalous 
cursing and swearing, drunkenness, wantonness, &c. I cannot 
8ay*much, I tremble ; for it strikes me that none is to be found 
under the canopy of heaven, who can minutely relate your be- 
lief, and baptized persons' great abominations, wicked acts, mis- 
usages, gross scandals ; a righteous person must be astounded, 
and terror stricken at those great sins. dear Lord strengthen 
us ! Yea, he that does not rightly understand that you are not 
born from above, but are baptized contrary to all scripture, and 
that all your boasting of the forgiveness of sins, Christ's mercy, 
grace, merits, flesh, blood, cross, death, community, kingdom 
and eternal promise, is vain, and without the scriptures, he mast 
be, we may say, an irrational man. 

Ah, readers ! How little you think upon the word of the Lord, 
which is so highly recommended to you ; and how little you re- 
gard your poor souls, which are bought with such a precious 
price, and are eternally to live with God in heaven, or eternally 
to be dying with the devil in hell. Think you, my friends, that 
the Lord is a dreamer, or his word is false ? Ah, noj not a 
letter will fall to the ground of all that he spoke. It is high 
time that you would reflect that God's promise and grace are not 
to the unregenerated and impenitent, but to the regenerated 
and penitent. Let every one take warning and trust no longer 
in lies, believing that he is baptized and regenerated, nor trust 
to long standing usages, nor upon papistic decretals, nor. im- 
perial mandates, nor upon the wisdom and glossaries of the 
learned, nor upon the opinion of any man, council, institution 
and wisdom. God says through the prophet : My counsel shall 
stand, and I will do all my pleasure. God's word is eternal. 
Neither princes', nor power, nor the commands of men with all 
their imperitd edicts can £ave & ^usVft %ovl. (Lfta. 20, 40, 46 ; 1 
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Pet. 1 ; Matt. 25.) Only the heavenly coansel we must hear 
and follow — that which Jeans Ohrist, God's true and only begot- 
ten Son himself brought from heaven, and taught from the mouth 
of his Father, and confirmed by signs and wonders, and finally 
sealed it with his crimson blood. This counsel stands, I say, 
and can never be changed or prevailed against by the gates of 
hell. By this counsel we are in common taught, that we must 
hear Christ — believe on him — follow his footsteps — that we 
must repent — be born from above — ^become like little children, 
not in understanding, but in malice — be of the same mind with 
Christ — that we have to walk as he did — deny ourselves, take 
up his cross and follow him — that if we love father and mother, 
cnildren or life more than him, we are not worthy of him, nor 
are we his disciples. Again, that adulterers, whoremongers, 
drunkards, murderers, idolaters and the like, shall not inherit 
the kingdom of God. That we love not the world and the things 
therein — nor conform to the world — that we through faith are 
to die unto our evil flesh, and conquer the devil — that we are to 
lead an upright, unblamable, pious life through faith in all things, 
act according to the will of the Lord. Again, that we are to 
baptize upon faith and not without it — celebrate the Lord's sup- 
per in a sincerely penitent communion, I mean so far as man 
can judge. That we practise exclusion or the ban according to 
the scriptures.' That we are to fear and serve the Lord with all 
the heart, and walk in his commands — and that we are to assist 
and serve our neighbor as much as in us is, and the like doctrine 
and instruction. (John 3, 8, 13; Matt. 5, 7, 10, II, 16, 19, 22, 
28; 1 John 1, 2, 5 ; Luke 13, 14, 18, 22, 24; 1 Cor. 5, 6, 11; 
Gal. 5 ; Rom. 12, 16 ; 1 Pet. 2, 3, 5 ; Phil. 12 ; Mark 16, 24 ; 
Tit. 3 ; 2 Thes. 3 ; Deut. 6, 10 ; John 14 ; Isa. 28 ; Lev. 19.) 

Behold, worthy reader, here you have in part the immutable, 
eternal council of God, which was. sealed in the councils of his 
Majestv, and besides this, he recognizes no other. Blessed are 
they who receive this with a firm faith, and conform thereto ac- 
cording to their abilities, in all weakness ; that is, live accord- 
ing to Christ's spirit, word, ordinance, command, prohibition 
and unblamable example. On the contrary, cursed are they 
who despise, reject, curse, hate, defame, mock and persecute it, 
and comfort themselves with human power, institutions and 
fables. For they deny the Lord who bought them, and reject 
the gospel of peace ; and do not believe that Jesus Christ is 
their Messiah, Saviour, High Priest and Prophet. (2 Pet. 2.) 
Ah 1 how well for them if they had never been born. The Lord 
mercifully grant them converted and renewed hearts, that they 
mav repent and be eternally saved, if it is ^qs&M<&. 

1 will now dose the matter and i\teic\.\.\i'ft'«€\-m^».\i\»%^^^ 
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to the scriptures ; since the whole word, with few ezceptioBt, 
is built upon human doctrine, lies, invented fables, perverted 
glossaries, vain idolatry and false service, by which tne people 
of the world comfort themselves and boast or whaf they neitner 
have nor are ; therefore did I very briefly show in this epistle 
according to my ability, who the truly regenerated and baptized 
christians are who have the promise, or who are not such ; so 
that all who truly hunger and thirst, who are zealous for God, 
may be rightly satisfied with the truth unto eternal salvation ; 
and no longer follow deceit to their eternal condemnation. Yea, 
that all may be benefitted, become whole and be saved — all 
who now stand so miserably poor and wretched before the eyes 
of the Lord. The Lord strengthen you — believe God's infallible 
word — reform your sinful lives, pray with confidence and be 
obedient to the gospel of Christ, that you may receive the eter- 
nal promise to your eternal joy and salvation, which God the 
Father promised to all his beloved children through Christ. 
Grace be with all who seek Christ and eternal life with all the 
heart. Amen. If you will suffer Jesus Christ, with his eternal 
spirit and word to be judge, then you will learn that the sure 
Poundation of Truth has been shown. 



AN EXHORTATION 

TO THE DISPERSED AND UNKNOWN CHIL- 
DREN OP GOD. 

To all the chosen children of God, dispersed here and there, 
to the sanctified in Christ JesuSj unknovm to me, my beloved 
brethren and fellow believers to you be the kingdom and 
portion of Christ's grace and peace. 

Cordially beloved brethren and sisters in Christ Jesus, I in- 
form you with great joy that some brethren have written and 
informed me how the merciful, faithful Father endowed you 
with the heavenly gift of his divine knowledge, and enlightened 
you with his Holy Spirit, that your faith works by love, your 
nope is lively, and your union among each other, is christian-iike, 
and that your peace is pleasant, and that the community of the 
Lord is increased and extended daily in great power and glory, 
through the grace of Gpd. For this I thank his paternal kind- 
ness with joyful heart, and I pray his grace, inasmuch as he has 
called you to the fellowship of his beloved Son, and to tbe im- 
periabable, eternal klDgdom of hie glory through his holy gospel 
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that He may now and henceforth preserve you with the strong 
power of his divine arm, in yonr faith, love, doctrine, under- 
standing, truth and life, without any offence till the end. Faithful 
is he who has called you, (1 Thes. 5) and he will undoubtedly 
do it, if you only continue to be zealous in prayer, and unwaver- 
ing in your undertaking, never become sleepy nor slothful, nor 
at last return again, as did refractory and disobedient Israel to 
the flesh pots of Egypt. (Num. 11.) May the Lord eternallv 
and graciously preserve us. Since, you are then called to such 
a high and glorious grace, as related, and we undoubtedly know 
our weak flesh, and the sinful nature which we possess from 
Adam \7hich makes our whole heart and life unclean, and 
besides we learn from the scriptures, that our opponent, the 
devil goes about like a roaring lion, having rest neitner day nor 
night, but always seeking that he might devour us. (1 Pet. 5.) 

I do, therefore, exhort you as my fellow-combatants, against 
evil flesh, and the tents of death, that you may strictly watch 
over yourselves, that you circumcise, teach and sanctify your 
hearts with the spirit of God, (Deut. 10, 30 ;) exhort and reprove 
one another, curb your thoughts, su1}due and extinguish your 
impure evil lusts, in the fear of the Lord ; for blessed are the pure 
in heart. Walk worthy of the Lord and his gospel to which 
you have come. Whatever God has commanded ao it without 
murmuring ; ( Jer. 4 ; Rom. 2 ; Ecel. 23 ; Matt. 5 ; Phil. 1 ;) act 
80 that none of a truth may complain of you, be sincere children 
of God, unblamable in this crooked and perverse generation, 
and shine as lights in the midst of a dark night in this present 
evil world. (Phil. 1, 2,) 

Take the Lord Jesus Christ as an example, and follow his 
footsteps ; walk as he walked, therefore did Moses and all the 
prophets preach, (Matt. 11 ; John 18 ; 1 Pet. 2 ; 1 John 2 ;) 
to that end did the Son of God come down from heaven, sent 
out the holy apostles, and instituted baptism and the Lord's 
supper as the mouth of the Lord commanded, that we may 
thereby be admonished to awaken, to repent and lead an un- 
blamable pious life in all righteousness. Be ye holy, for I am 
holy, says the Lord ; Peter says : But ye are a chosen genera- 
tion, a royal priesthood, an holy nation, a peculiar people ; that 
ye should show forth the praises of him who hath called you out 
of darkness into his marvellous light. (Lev. 19 ; Exod. 19 ; 1 
Pet. 2 ; 2 Pet. 1 ; John 3.) You are guests called to the Lord's 
table, and have come to the marriage of the Lord ; ye are his 
chosen friends and bride, therefore hear his voice willingly, (Bev. 
19,) and whatever is pleasing to him do cheerfully. Adorn 



,4 



yourself with the shininjg garment of wli\tA\ixi«ii,V^«s,*LVci^ 



uithftil nnto death. 



268 AN EXHORTATION TO THE DISPEBSEP 

dedicate yourselves wholly unto the Lord ; that he may teach, 
reprove, govern and lead you with his spirit and word, and have 
his perfect work in you, for you are in his grace, and through his 
grace you are espoused unto him, bought with his blood, recon- 
ciled to the Fataer, sanctified as priests and kings, and made 
heirs of his eternal kingdom. (L Gor. 6; Col. 1; Rev. 1, 5.) 
Therefore it is proper and right that we should be grateful to 
such a kind Lord, for such gifts ; hear him, lay his word to 
heart and do what is well pleasing to, him. 

Beloved children: Fear not, but be joyful; for he is such a 
faithful, pious king, to whom you have sworn and bowed your 
knees, not the least of bis promises shall fail you, he will be our 
shield and great reward, (Gen. L'),) therefore, doubt and'stagger 
not ; for it is but. a small thing that we endure the heat of the 
sun, tribulation, fear, sorrow, temptation, robbing, persecution, 
prison and death for a time. The messenger is now at the door, 
who says to us : Come ye blessed of my Father, enter the joys 
of the Lord, (Matt. 25,) then will our short-lived pain be changed 
into ceaseless exultation ; these bloody tyrants, with their 
bloody mandates, will come to an end, and all oar persecutors, 
avengers, executioners and torturers will cease ; we will follow 
the Lamb, adorned in white garments, (Rev. 7 ; Esd. 2,) with 
palms in our hands and crowns upon our head ; neither torment 
nor pain, nor pangs of death will harm us, (Wis. 3 ;) but we will 
serve him who sits upon the throne, and praise and adore the 
Lamb eternally. 

Behold, my little children, all the truly believing pious hearts, 
comfort themselves with the approaching change, that they may 
possess* their souls with patience ; well knowing that great is 
their reward in heaven, (Luke 21 ; Matt. 5,] and that, on the 
other hand all the ungodly shall have their portion in the eter- 
nal, unchangeable fire, under the intolerable and dreadful sen- 
tence of God, in the abyss of hell, if they do not be converted 
and repent with all their hearts. Wo I wo 1 1 to these wretched 
people I for it was an evil day in which they were born 1 1 — My 
little children be cheerful in Christ, and despair not, (Luke 21 ; 
Matt. 5,) for so long as we love God sincerely, seek and fear 
him ; and with a pure zeal walk in the truth. (Rev. 21, 22,) 
neither world nor flesh, neither tyranny nor devil, neither sin, 
hell, nor death shall hinder us ; but we will have for our aid, the 
victory, by the grace of God, gained by a firm faith in the blood 
of Christ, and this through the spirit of Christ which dwells in 
us. David says : By my God I can leap over a wall. (Fs. 18.) 
Paul says : I can do all things through Christ, who strengthens 
me. (Phil. 4.) Christ says : Be of good cheer I have over- 
come the world ; (John 16,] and thus will they overcome, who 
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wiU abide in Christ, as we may not only see in the prophets and 
apostles, bnt also in many pious hearts at the present day, in 
great power and clearness. 

I have nothing particular any more, to write, therefore, 
beware that you walk wisely and circumspectly, (Eph. 2; Matt. 
22, 25,) preserve your wedding garment, have oil at all times 
in your lamp, lest the Lord meet yon in an undue time, find 
you unprepared and in nudity, and close the door on you, or 
thrust you into deep darkness. 

With unfeigned, true, brotherly love, and out of a pure heart, 
love each other cordially^as those who are regenerated not of 
corrupt but of incorruptible seed, out of the word of the living 
God, which abides to eternity. (1 Pet. 1.) For love is of God 
and of a divine nature; (1 John 4;) love does right before God 
and man; it is long-suifering, compassionate and peaceable. 

il Cor. 13 ; Bom. 13.) In short, love is unblamable and brings 
orth christian fruit ; it is the spiritual girdle of Aaron and his 
sons ; the girdle of perfection and the fair bond of peace. (Lev. 
28; Col. 3; Eph. 4.) how completely happy is he, who is 
girded with this bond, for he is born of God, and God is in him ; 
yea, where this love is, there we find the true, sincere and pious 
christian. Therefore, take care of this bond, (1 John 1,) for if 
you loose this, you will lose Christ Jesus and eternal life. 

Beware of false doctrine, of all discord, strife and dissention, 
and without wavering, adhere to Christ's spirit, word and ex- 
ample, if you would not be deceived ; for every spirit which is 
not satisfied with Christ's spirit, word and example, and will 
not conform thereto, in his weakness, he is not out of God, but 
he is the spirit of antichrist, who would rob you again and all 
the pious of the precious light of revealed truth, (which gra- 
ciously appeared to us, poor children, in these abominable days,) 
and would again lead you on the crooked paths of death, under 
the semblance of the scriptures. 

My little children in Christ, be you warned, out of true, 
brotherly love, I write to you; the merciful, gracious God 
grant that you may read, hear, and understand it, that it may 
bring much fruit among you, and that you may abide in eternal 
life. Pray for your unknown brother, who loves you, in truth. 
He that continues to be perfect to the end, shall be saved. 
The saving power and fruits of the crimson blood of Christ, 
be with you, and with all my chosen brothers and sisters to 
eternity. Amen. 
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Bleiied are je when men thall revile yon, and periecute yon, and ihall say all manner 
of eril againit you, faliely, for my take. Rejoice and be exceeding glad, for great li your 
rtward In heaven : for lo penecuted they the prophets which were before you.— ( Matt 6.) 
Tea, and all that wlU live godly in Chziit Jeini, muit luffer penecution.— (2 Tim. 8.) 

For other foundation can no man lay than that it ii laid, which U I«»'^% ^^BaMc.— 
1 Cob. 8. 
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PREFACE. 



I, Menno Simon, desire sincerely that all the true children of Qod 
may obtain grace, peace, frankness of heart, a perfect mind, in all 
temptations, from Ood our heavenly Father, through his dear son, 
our Lord Jesus Christ, in the power of his holy spirit, to his eternal 
praise and glory, and to our edification and salvation. Amen. 

Beloved brethren and sisters in the Lord, the all-mercifhl God and 
Father, through his boundless grace and goodness, has asain, in theso 
last times of unbelief, abominations and idolatry, in xhis terrible^ 
wanton, ruthless, perverted and blood-thirsty world, revealed before 
the eyes of the consciences of some, his blessed, only, and eternal 
Son, Jesus Christ, who was unknown for so many centuries. He has 
again opened the book of the divine declarations and eternal truth, 
which had been closed for hundreds of years. (Gal. S; Rev. 5; 8 
Kings, 22^ 23.) Some of those who lay dead, not for four days only^ 
as Lazarus did, according to the flesh, but for twenty or thirty years, 
yea, who all their life-long slumbered in tfhe spiritual death of sin 
and all ungodliness, have awakened from the foul grave of unbelief 
and unrighteousness, and have been called to a new unblamable life. 
And through the preaching of his word, in the power of his holy 
spirit, he continues to call the poor, miserable, starving sheep out of 
the hands of the faithless shepherds (Ezek. 84), and out of the 
clutches of the ravening wolves ; he leads the^m out of the dry, un- 
fruitful pastures of man's doctrine, and commands, to the green, fat 
pastures upon the mount of Israel, and places them under the power 
and protection of their only and eternal shepherd, Christ Jesus, who, 
through his precious, crimson blood has cleansed, purified and taken 
them for his own. (1 Pet. 1 ; Eph. 1 ; 1 Cor. 6 ; Tit. 2.) Therefore, 
the gates of hell foam and rage, they erect themselves and show 
themselves in all their horrors. Herod with the whole city is above 
measure frightened and enraged, because he has heard of the wise 
men (those who are taught of God) that the King of the Jews is 
born. (Matt. 2.) The great dragon, the old crooked serpent, who 
was cast from heaven, whose head and power has been bruised and 
broken by the promised seed of the woman, is overcome by the blood 
of the Lamb, and, on account of the word of his testimony, burns 
with anger. He knows well that his time is short, and therefore he 
carries on his works and tyranny, through his children and servants, 
the unbelievers, with great wrath and fierceness, against those who 
have been sprinkled with the blood of the Lamb. (Rev. 12 ; Gen. 3 ; 
Eph. 2; Eccl. 12; Matt. 16.) Annas and Caiaphas counsel to slay 
Christ. Judas and all false apostles and teachers betray and deliver 
him up. Herod, with all his lords and princes, scorn and mock him. 
The people cry out, crucify him ! crucify him ! CM^aXt.^.^ ^\^s*.'^^ 
jind all those who bear the sword, eenteuce YiVtcl \.o ^XsiOsa^^^^-*^"^^'^^ 
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and water. The serrants seize, spit upon, sconrge, crown and kill 
him. The centurion opens his side, the others mock, blaspheme and 
upbraid him. Who is there who does not persecute with heart, word 
or deed, the poor, innocent, peaceful, defenceless Lamb ? Tea, with 
the ungodly Cain began the bloody tyranny which has manifested 
itself in oppressing the pious and godly. 

Thus the Lamb has been persecuted and belied from the beginning, 
in his chosen, by the malice of the conquered serpent ; and it appears 
from the scriptures that such will be the case, as long as the righteous 
and unrighteous exist upon earth. Particularly in our times it may 
be seen, that the cross of Christ is renewed in the pious children of 
God (as was the case with the fathers), who are inwardly bom again, 
out of the seed of the word of God. I cannot forbear to admonish 
with the word of God, my fellow believers and joint sofferers. The 
crosses and persecutions of the saints were shown in the scriptureB 
to the fathers, both of the old and new testament, and now to the 
godly witnesses of our times, in order that after their eicample they 
may fearlessly and bravely stand the contest, with long-anflfering. 

Satience and willingness, through the power of their faith in Chrfii 
esuB, and receive the promised Canaan. (Heb. 12 ; 1 John, 5 ; 2 
Tim. 4 ; James, 1.) For this purpose, grant to us, Father of every 
good and perfect gift, the riches of thy grace in the power of tiiy 
Spirit through thy dear son, Jesus Christ, our Lord. Amen* 



OF THE CROSS OF CHRIST. 

Blessed are they f said Christ) which are persecated for right- 
eousness' sake, for tneirs is the kiDgdom of heaven. TMatt. 5.) 

I know well, worthy brethren and sisters in the Lora, that the 
tme laborers and servants of the Lord, have each one planted 
and watered according to the gifts which they have received. 

il Cor. 3, 4.) They have caused you to be born again of the 
Lving word of the holy gospel of Jesus Christ, and to be built 
upon Christ the firm and immoveable corner stone. They have 
taught you the word, will and ordinances of God according to 
his good pleasure. They have united you as a willing, obedient 
and pure bride to your bridegroom, Christ Jesus. They go 
before you in all earnestness, in the narrow wav — ^they preach 
the cross, apd point out the pains and costs of this godly build- 
ing, for it can never be otherwise ^as you well know) than that 
all who would hear and follow Christ, who would enter through 
the right door, and would walk upon the highway to eternal life 
in the light of Christ, must first deny themselves, and all they 
are with the whole heart. They must, in all misery, ignominy 
and trouble, take upon themselves the pressing cross, and must 
follow the rejected, outcast, bleeding and crucified Christ, as he 
himself said : If any man will come after me, let him deny him- 
self, and take up his cross and follow me. (Matt. 16.) Yes all 
who do not stand prepared to take up this grievous life of the 
cross and trouble, and hate not father and mother, son, daughter, 
husband and wife, houses, land, money, goods and life, cannot be 
Christ's disciples. (Luke 14.) 

My faithful brethren this is a true and sure word ; for the 
eternal truth, Christ Jesus, has in many places of the scriptures, • 
pointed out and testified in great clearness : Behold, he says, I 
send you forth as sheep in the midst of wolves : be ye therefore, 
wise as serpents, and harmless as doves. But beware of men 
for they will deliver you up to the councils, and they will scourge 
you in their synt^ogues, and ye shall be brought before gov- 
ernors and kings for my sake, for a testimony against them and 
the gentiles. 

Again : The brother shall deliver up the brother to death ; 
and the father the child, and the children shall rise up against 
their parents, and shall cause them to be put to death, and ye 
shall be hated of all men for my name's sake. 

Again : The disciple is not above his master, wQ't \Xi<^ ^^t^^xC^ 
above his lord. It is enough for t\ie d\ac\^\^ \)ft»\.\i^.^^ ^\^ 
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master and tbe servant as his lord. If they have called the 
master of the house, Beelzebub, how much more shall they call 
them of his household. 

Again : He that loveth father or mother more than me, is 
not worthy of me, and he that loveth son or daughter more than 
me, is not worthy of me. And he that taketh not his cross and 
followeth after me, is not worthy of me. He that findeth his 
life shall lose it, and he that loseth bis life for my sake shall find 
it. (Matt. 10.) 

Again : Then shall they deliver you up to be afflicted, and 
shall kill you : and ye shall be hated of all nations for my 
name's sake. (Matt. 24.) 

Again : They shall put you out of the synagogues : yea, the 
time cometh that whosoever killeth you, will think' that he doth 
God service. (John 15,16; Matt. 16; Mark 8, 13; Luke 9, 
14,21.) 

Again : We must through much tribulation enter into tbe 
kingdom of God." (Acts 14.) All who live god4y in Christ 
Jesus, must suffer persecutions. (2 Tim. 3.) If we be dead 
with him, we shall also live with him ; if we suffer, we shall also 
rei^n with him. (2 Tim. 2.) 

Yea, the whole scriptures abound with exhortations examples, 
and histories of the troubles sorrows, miseries, proscriptions, 
npbraidings, rejections, seizures, ignominious deatn and crosses 
of the saints. 

Since then true righteousness, devotion and piety, are thus 
miserably hated, persecuted and cast out, as it has been abun- 
dantly shewn in the case of the fathers, and as maybe seen and 
found in these last times, (as we have said] I deem it necessary 
to show from the word of the Lord, to our youthful brethren 
and sisters, who such persons are, who prosecute us, and inflict 
upon us this trouble and sorrow; wherefore they do so, where- 
with they maintain their bloody deeds for right ; what profit we 
receive from the cross, and what is promised to those, who, 
through the power of faith, overcome all temptations and ex- 
tremities, and maintain the conflict through Christ Jesus, in 
order that they, through such counsels, may be ready and 
prepared for all trials. That they may put on the breast-plate 
of righteousness, the helmet of salvation, with the shield of faith, 
and be girded with the sharp sword of the spirit in all humility 
and meekness, patience, (Eph. 6; 1 Thes. 5; 1 John 5,) with 
ardent prayers and sighs to the Lord, in order that when any 
svril't, unseen uproar, shall arise against us, it shall not fall upon 
us unawares — that an unexpected storm shall not cast down 
our bouse — the heat of the sun shall not scorch the crowing 
plAat — dbe iieat and power ot iViQ ^t^ ^^ \i^\. ^\i«Sbae the 
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erected works, (Matt. 7; Matt. 23; Luke 8; I Cor. 3,) and that 
we be not drawn off and frightened to a deadly apostacy by their 
threats, uproar and tyranny. Therefore, my beloved, so read 
and understand in all love, for the Lord knows that out of pure 
love, I have written this for the benefit of my dear brethren, 
according to my received gifts. 

In the first place, dear brethren, I esteem it to be very use- 
ful and necessary to all the godly and the strivers under the 
cross of Christ, who seek for encouragement in their crosses and 
sufferings, which they endure for the sake of the testimony of 
God and their consciences, to think carefully and earnestly, 
upon those who persecute them> of what disposition and nature 
they are, upon what way they walk, and of what father, accord- 
ing to the spirit, they are born. All who carefally observe 
them, and try them by the scriptures, will find, according to my 
opinion, that they are not Christians, but are an unbelieving, 
fleshly, earthly, wanton, blind, hardened, lying, idolatrous, per- 
verted, malicious, revengeful, unmerciful and murderous people. 
A people, who by their actions, show that they neither know 
Christ nor his Father, although they so highly praise his holy 
name with the mouth, and extol it with their lips. A people, 
who tread in slippery, crooked and perverted paths. A people 
who display not Christian love and peace, (John 16 ; Isa. 59 ; 
Rom. 3,) who bathe their hearts and hands in blood, — their dis- 
position is to seize and kill. (2 Pet. 2.) They are children and 
co-partners of him, who from the beginning was a murderer and 
a liar, (John 8,) of Whom the whole scriptures testify, that they 
shall bear forever, the intolerable curse and malediction of the 
righteous judgment of God, and the devouring flames of hell, 
except they awake from the deep sleep of their sins, cordially 
repent, believe the joyous Gospel of Jesus Christ, and put on 
Christ, and thus show by their whole lives and actions, that they 
seek their God with all their might, and fear and love him, be 
they emperors or kings, doctors or licentiates, citizen or peasant, 
man or wife : For with God, says Paul, there is no respect hf 

fiersons, but whoever committeth sin, he shall bear the sin. 
Col. 3.) 

Worthy and faithful brethren in the Lord, observe what a 
poor miserable and unwise people, in divine things it is, who so 
bitterly persecute and destroy you on account of your faith. 
Therefore, it becomes all the true and chosen children of God, 
how severely soever they may be dealt with, and belied by these 
people, not to be angry with them, but cordially to pity them, 
and sigh sorely over their poor sotils, and with all meekness and 
ardency, after the example of Christ and ^V^^^w A^ "^"^^1 ^^^ 
their raging, cursed foIJy and blindneas, tot X.Ni-ef^VTiQVXsS^."'^'^*^ 

24 
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they do. Who kaows but that God may give them eyes and 
hearts, that they may see and know their blindness and nnbe- 
lief, what an impure life they lead, what kind of people they 
persecute, and whom they have pierced. 

dear brethren ! observe and think well upon your own for- 
mer life, we have all in former times served one Lord, were 
attired in the same habit, as has been said. But what we now 
are, we are not of ourselves, but of God, by grace, through 
Christ Jesus. The mightv God, who, according to his great 
mercy, has called us out of our accursed darkness into his mar- 
vellous light, (2 Pet. 2,) lives forever, bis ears are not stopped, 
nor his hand shortened, (Isa. 59,] he can undoubtedly hear and 
help them as he helped us. And if they never repent, but con- 
tinue with impenitcDt perverted hearts, in all ungodliness, blood, 
wantonness and tyranny, we know what the scriptures testify 
concerning them ; that they shall not inherit the kingdom of 
heaven, (Rom. 1 ; 2 Cor. 6 ; Gal. 5 ; Eph. 5 ; but their part 
will be in the fiery lake which burns with fire and brimstone, 
(Eev. 21,) and the fire will be everlasting, (Matt. 25.) 

Each one, who reflects that his persecutors are so wholly 
blind and destitute of understanding, concerning what the 
Spirit directs, as above said, and that their lot shall be like that 
of the angels of the bottomless pit — the intolerable wrath of 
God, death and hell, which shall last forever, and also that 
the sufferings which we have t(#endure from them for the testi- 
mony of Jesus, are but momentary, will through grace, by this 
means, preserve his heart pure from all wrath, malice and retal- 
iation, and will ardently pray for them ; he will commend his 
affairs to God in all humility, long-suffering, and peace, will pre- 
serve his spirit unbroken, amid prisons, fire and wal^r. 

Again, I deem it a soft and mild salve, and a cooling to our 
miseries and grief, if we but reflect upon the only reason why our 
persecutors so malevolently hate us, and so relentlessly destroy 
our name, property, reputation, welfare and lives, which is, be- 
cause the grace of God, through Christ, has enlightened us, (1 
Pet. 4,] because we have believed the preached Gospel, and 
have ceased from our blind, ruthless life and deadly works, be- 
cause we desire, in our weakness, to follow in the fear and love 
of God, after the righteousness of faith which is required by 
God, and in obedience to the holy word, because we acknow- 
ledge the ever blessed Jesus alone for our redeemer, mediator, 
intercessor, spiritual king, example, shepherd, infallible teacher 
and master, (Matt. 18, 20; I John 2; Rom. 8; 1 Tim. 2; 
Heb. 6, 7; 1 Tim. 6; Matt. 11; John 13; Matt. 13;) be- 
cause we, as far as concerns spirit and faith, try and prove all 
epirits, doctrines, couacils, ordiuauces, statutes and ceremonies 
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of Christ, and esteem, with the scriptures, the commands and 
ceremonies of men, which make void the commands and cere- 
monies of God, as not only useless, but accursed and idolatrous, 
because we regard and honor God more than man, we hold in 
exaltation his high, holy, true and precious word ; because we 
according to the scriptures, listen not to the unclean, unsound, 
idolatrous, deceiving and blood-thirsty preacHbrs, Matt. 10 ; 
Jer. 13 ; Matt. 7, 15 ; John 10; Rom. 16 ; 2 John 1 ;) because 
we admonish and set an example in all love, as far as we are 
able, to the whole world, with the word and sacraments of God, 
and with humble, meek lives, (though in weakness,) according 
to our abilities ; and we rebuke and shame, (though always for 
their good,) their deceiving doctrine, idolatrous sacrament and 
their wanton, earthly, fleshly life. (Wis. 5.) In short, we set 
forth to them, the sure and infallible truth of God, and the way 
of eternal life, and warn and alarm them, with doctrine and life, 
with eternal death and the wrath of God. 

Behold my faithful brethren, it is for these reasons here enu- 
merated ; the world lies, writes, calls, preaches and so malicious 
are the persecutors against all the pious, they burn with such 
inhuman rage, that tne ravening fierce wolves (John 8,) and 
roaring lions, when compared with them, cease to be wolves 
and lions, but seem to be lambs. For they are so moved by 
the inflamed, blood-thirsty spirit of their father, that they re- 
gard neither the law of God and Christ, (which is love) nor rea- 
son andT discretion, nor the inwardly written law of nature, by 
which one honest man should reasonably, according to the good 
pleasure of God, meet, bear, admonish and serve another in all 
love. Yea, oft times the natural father delivers the son up to 
death, and the son his father ; the mother the daughter, and 
the daughter her mother ; and one brother another on account 
of their faith, as said. (Matt. 10.) 

Behold thus haughty and malicious, they assume, without any 
awe or fear, the umpire of God and the office of the Ghost. 
They-banish Christ Jesus, the head of all princes and powers, 
who has all might in heaven and upon earth, from the throne 
of his divine majesty, (Eph. 1 ; Col. 2 ; Matt. 28 ;) and judge 
also, with their iron sword, after their own blind opinions, the 
chosen, godfearing, pious hearts, enlightened in God, through 
Jesus Christ, over whom no literal sword may ever judge, for 
they are spiritual, and from their inmost soul are zealous for 
Goa and his holy word, even till death. 

Behold, so malicious and haughty, (I say,) is human reason 
and so revengeful and envious is satanic hatred, that they fear 
not to strive against the Most High, and ^\«t^^ v:^Ktv'%^.'^^^^ 
their mnrderons, deadly sword, and p^T%%^i\JAA ^^ ^ ^Qos»x 
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power, God's holy spirit, gifts, word, truth and all that he com- 
mands and will have us do. 

that God would grant that the blind watchmen (Ezek. 33) 
of this world, I mean the preachers and theologians, may sound 
their horns to a right tone and at a proper time, or that they 
would let them hang on the walls, in order that they may not 
therewith, tyr^nically call out the deadly, murder cry, nor 
longer deceive tne sensual, blind world, nor instigate the rulers 
and magistracy to the destruction and murdering of the saints 
like hounds pursuing the roe, nor cause the poor common peo- 
ple to be alarmed on account of their leaven and husks, their 
spiritual theft and murder, (Matt. 15; Luke 15; John 10;) 
also that all rulers and magistrates would tear the bridle from 
their mouths, and cast their instigators from their backs, and 
not suffer themselves to be thus driven like dumb beasts, and 
then, according (to my opinion,) it will be well for their poor 
souls before God. Still, I fear that the lying, murderous ser- 
pent, will continue its envious bitings, and the striving woman — 
the new Eve and her children, must endure to the end, in all 
patience and long-suffering, its daily bites and stings in the 
heel. 

Since 1 have here pointed out to you, in a few words, the 
spirit and nature of those who destroy you and seek your pro- 
perty and your life, and the reasons which impel them to do so; 
1 will now present some histories and examples from the holy 
scriptures, for the comfort and encouragement of all miserable, 
afflicted, and the troubled hearts who suffer for righteousness 
sake, and in these examples all will be perceived with clearness. 

First, the two sons of Adam and Eve were Cain and Abel. 
Abel was a shepherd and. Cain a farmer. In process of time it 
happened (says Moses) that Cain brought an offering to the 
Lord from the fruits of the field, and Abel brought one from 
the first of his flock. And the Lord regarded Abel and his 
sacrifice but he looked not upon Cain and his gift, therefore, 
Cain became very angry, and his countenance was distorted 
through great wrath, even as the ungodly always do, because 
the Liovd regards the pious and their gifts. Cain spoke deceit- 
fully to Abel, who knew not the malicious bloody heart of his 
brother, saying. *' Let us go out" and when they were in the 
field, Cain's hot, envious spirit could not longer be restrained, 
and his blood-thirsty, revengeful spirit could not be hid. That 
which lays concealed in the heart must break out in the actions ; 
he arose against his brother and in auger murdered him, be- 
cause Cain was of the evil one and his works were evil, and his 
brother's works were righteous. (1 John 3.) 

It seems to me, dear brethren, that this is a fair example and 
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a good admonition ; for the righteous always have been off- 
scourings and prejs to the {in righteous, and so will they con- 
tinue to be as the scriptures sufficiently testify, and as daily 
experience plainly teaches. 

Again : God blessed the patriarch Isaac, and gave him two 
sons. The elder was Esau, and the younger, Jacob. Esau 
was a farmer and hunter, and had great pleasure in the chase. 
Once as he came home much fatigued, he sold his birthright to 
Jacob his brother, for some food, (Gen. 15.) 

After this it happened, that Jacob through the artifice and 
craft of his mother, obtained the blessing of his father Isaac, 
by assuming the name and appearance of Esau. (R6m. 9.) 
This was God's intention and will to remember the literal syna- 
gogue and the church of Christ, according to his word to Re- 
becca ; nameiy, two nations are in thy womb, and two manner 
of people shall be separated from thy bowels, and the one peo- 
ple shall be stronger than the other, and the elder shall serve 
the younger. 

When Esau was now aware of this, he wept bitterly and 
said: Bightly is he called Jacob, for he has supplanted me 
twice. Esau sought the blessing, but did not obtain it, for 
God willed it otherwise, as said above. 

Esau became very angry with his brother Jacob, on account 
of the blessing with which his father had blessed him. His mali- 
cious, bitter fierceness broke forth, and he said . The time will 
soon come, that my father will repent, for I wiff slay my brother. 
Then had the blessed Jacob to fly from his dear father and 
mother before his wrathful brother. He flew to a distant coun- 
try, and became a servant for twenty years in the house of 
JLiaban, who did not deal with him according to equity and 
love. He dared not again enter the land of his birth, till the 
Lord said to him : Go again to thy native land and 1 will be 
with thee. (Gen. 31.) 

My dear brethren, observe ; for like as the patriarch Jacob, 
on account of his external birthright and blessing, was hated 
and persecuted by his sensual fierce brother Esau, thus tflso it 
is at the present day, with all those who after the spirit are 
called after the name of Jacob, (namely, true Christians,) who, 
in the power of the Bfoly Ghost, through the medium of faith, 
tread upon the devil, world, flesh, and blood, they obtain the 
birthrights which are written in heaven, and are blessed through 
our true Isaac, Christ Jesus, with spiritual blessings in heavenly 
things, to eternal glory. (Heb. 12; Eph. 1.) They are mali- 
ciously hated and persecuted to death by their cwa^V ^ccA^Nisss^- 
tious brethren, they must flee from oik^ \wi^ \.^ ^s^iJCisRxA^^'^ 
one city to another, (Matt. 10,) V\l\i ^t^^X. xxvK^'srj ^Vxi:^^^^ ^"^^"^ 

^4% 
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. distress, in prison and in bonds, with stripes, water, tire and 
sword, all the days of their lives.* (Heb. 11.) 

Thus tyranizes the fleshly Esau over the spiritual Jacob, on 
account of the spiritual birthright and blessing, although they 
both are born of the same- father Adam, from one mother Eve, 
and are created after the image of God. 

Saul, the first king of Israel, on account of his thoughts and 
disobedience, was rejected by the Lord (1 Sam. 15,) and David 
the son of Jesse the Bethleffemite, was according to the com- 
mand of God, taken from the sheep, and anointed by Samuel 
in his st^ad, yet he did not assume the government during the life 
of Saul. The Lord was with David, and strengthened his hands. 
He did great works in the name of the Lord ; he released the 
stolen sheep out of the mouth of the lion and bear ; he slew the 
terrible great Goliah ; he subdued two hundred of the uncircum- 
cised of the Philistines. He acted in all things prudently, right 
and valiantly; for the Lord was with him. (1 Sam. 17, 18.) It 
happened when Saul returned from the slaughter of the Phil- 
istines, and the women of all the cities of Isreal came to meet 
the king, singing and rejoicing with all manner of stringed in- 
strument and tambours, speaking joyfully one to another, Saul 
hath slain his thousands, but David his tens of thousands. This 
enraged Saul more, and displeased him. He said : They have 
given David ten thousand and me but a thousand ! what else 
does he want but the kingdom. And from that day forth David 
had no favour with Saul, for Saul sought for his life secretly 
and openly, with great assiduity and craft, though Saul well 
knew the godly David and that the Lord was with him ; still 
his heart burned with such ill-will, envy, revenge and blood 
thirst, that when David had escaped, the good Abimelech and 
the Lord's priests with the whole city Nob must die and be laid 
in ruins for David's sake. (2 Sam. 22.) 

He regarded neither the piety nor kindness, fidelity nor 
well-doing of David towards him and towards all Israel, nor the 
grace, works and will of God, but became unmindful and drunken 
in his wrath and envy, so that the enemies and betrayers of 
David (1 Sam. 23) as Doeg, the Indiumean and the Ziphites 
were highly regarded and honored by him, but the peace makers 
and those who advised for good, as his son Jonathan were hated 
by him, and held as suspicious (1 Kings 20) In short, David 
must take to flight, and for some years fly from one land to an- 
other, from one wilderness to another (1 Sam. 22, 24, 25, 28,) 
till Saul was overcome by the Philistines upon Mount Gilboa, 
when through vain despair and impatience he thrust the sword, 
which he h&d borne against the righteous and innocent, into his 

heart, and tbna took his own life. ^Sam.^Y.'^ 
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Thus the almighty Lord and potentate of all things, punishes 
the haughty, blood-thirsty tyrants, each one in his time, who 
bear the sword of their oflBce against God and his chosen, as 
may be seen here of Saul and elsewhere of Pharaoh, of Antio- 
chus, of Ahab, of Jezebel, of Herod and others. (Ec. 24 ; 2 
Mar. 6 ; 1 Kings 22 ; 2 Kings 9 ; Acts 12.) On the other hand 
he can guard his chosen, and help them out of all difficulties, how 
hard so ever they may be pressed. This he has shown in the 
deliverance of Israel when he led them through the Red Sea, and 
in preserving David, Helia, Heliseo, Daniel in the Lion's den, 
and the three young men in the fiery furnace (Exod. 14; 1 Sam. 
23 ; 2 Sam. 17, 19 ; 2 Kings 6 ; Dan. 3, 6,) and in many other 
instances. 

Here we have again a clear example in Saul's conduct to- 
wards David, of the proud self-willed and carnal princes (although 
they wish to be called christian princes, and gracious Lords) 
who with vengeance go forth against the true David, Christ 
Jesus, and against all his saints, whom he has anointed with 
the Holy Ghost. Who have power with him from high to over- 
come the terrible infernal bears, lions and Goliahs, hell, sin, 
death, the devil, malediction and the wrath of God, yet they re- 
ceive no peace from the perfidious Saul, no matter how innocent 
and pious they may be. With the princes no piety, innocence, 

Srayers, tears, word or Christ, avail. But as Saul did with 
►avid, they prevent and construe all to the worst. This has 
ever been the case, and according to my opinion, will ever so 
continue. 

Still my brethern, fear ye not, for all your persecutors and 
enemies become old like agarment(P8. 102 ; Isa. 51,) how mighty, 
glorious and great they may be esteemed, for all flesh is as grass, 
and all the glory of the flesh is as the flower of the grass. (Ira. 
.40; 1 Pet 2.) But ye shall flourish and increase in God, and 
your fruit shall never more decay, for the kingdom of Jerusa- 
lem is given to you, and the glorious Lord will have honor in 
you (though Saul rages) and will give to you the eternal king- 
dom, which he prepared and set apart everlastingly for you, and 
all the chosen. 

Again : Jeremiah, the son of Hilkiah, (Jer. 2) a priest of the 
priests of Anathoth, was sanctified from his mother's womb, 
and was chosen of God to be a prophet and a seer from his 
youth. (Jer. 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8.) He rebuked Judah and Benjamin 
on account of their disobedience, stubbornness, idolatry apd 
bloodshed. He taught repentance and reformation : he prophe- 
sied of the promised Messiah, whom he called the Branch acid 
Plant of David. (Jer. 23, 33.) He px<i«b^\ife^ \\kft <5.^m\sw^^ ^x«w- 
ishment and wrath of God. T\a\t\e\^, W <i^^\KV\V^ ^^^ ^^'sXxsnr- 
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tion of the kings, the wasting of the city and temple, and the 
captivity of the people for seven years. (Jer. 22, 23, 32.) 

And these, his prophesies, faithful >,warnin8:s, visions and 
rebukes from the Lord's mouth, became to him as sharp, piercing 
thorns, for they cast his word and admonitions aside, and would 
not hear. them. The pious prophets and true servants of God 
must be regarded as betrayers, factionists and heretics. The 
Lord's word was to him as a daily mockery. He was oft-times 
imprisoned and scourged, and thrown into a foul pit. They 
counselled concerning his death. (Jer. 26, 37, 12, 20, 26, 37, 38, 
11, 18.) He was so pressed with the cross, that he once resolved 
in his heart, to preach no more in the name of the Lord, yea, 
he cursed the day of his birth, and the man who brought the mes- 
sage to his father, that a man child was born. (Jer. 20.) He had 
to yield his ear to all reproaches, and his back to scourging, till 
the floods of trouble burst upon the hardened rebellious people, 
but alas I they saw too late, that Jeremiah was a right messen- 
ger, and a true prophet of God. 

My dear brethren in the Lord, here will I end the narratives 
from the Old Testament, for time will not sufiBce to relate all. 
The pious Joseph was grievously hated by his brethren, and by 
them was cast into a pit and again drawn out, and sold to the 
Ishmaelites, and was complained against as a perfidious adul- 
terer, by the unchaste wife of his lord. Though he was innocent, 
yet must he suffer his lord's wrath, imprisonment and bonds. 
The high renowned evangelical prophet Isaiah, under the tyr- 
anny of the bloody and idolatrous Manaseh, was sawed asunder 
with a wooden saw, as the historian mentions. The spiritual 
prophet Ezekiel, was stoned by those who remained of Dan and 
Gad. Urias of Kirjatharinn, was slain with the sword by Jehoi- 
akim the king of Judah. Zach arias the son of Barachias, was 
stoned between the temple and the altar. The great wonder- 
doing prophet Elijah, must retreat before the blood-thirsty and 
idolatrous Jezebel, the three youths, Shadrach, Meshach and 
Abednego, were cast into the glowing furnace, and Daniel into 
the lion's den, (1 Sam. 12; Dan. 3,6.) The venerable, pious, 
old Eleazaer, (2 Mac. 6, 7,) and his worthy, pious wife, with their 
seven sons, wore so inhumanly and barbarously treated by the 
terrible Antiochus — they were murdered, martyred and des- 
troyed. 

Brethren, each christian must consider that this is the only 
reward and crown of this world, with which they reward all true 
servants of God, who present to them in pure love, the king- 
dom, word, and will of God ; who call to repentance and refor- 
matioD; direct to salvation, righteousness, truth, piety and 
love; (Qen, 37,) who are the goVdeti ewv^\e^VV:i>sa\xi Voi^taher- 
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iiacle of the Lord, and flourish and blossom as the frnitful olive . 
tree in the house of God. (Ps. 51.) All who reflect on these 
and similar histories and narratives of the pious men of God, 
will undoubtedly Bot despond, but in all their miseries, crosses 
and sufl^erincrs, stand through the grace of God, and abide un- 
wavering till the end. 

Since I have now presented some histories out of the holy 
scriptures, by which it will be seen that righteous have suffered 
and been persecuted, both before the law and during the law, I 
will now, through the grace of God, present some examples out 
of the New Testament, by which all may learn, and acknow- 
ledge with Paul : That all who live godly in Christ Jesus must 
suffer persecution. (2 Tim. 3.) 

First. John the Baptist, (John 1,) a man sent of God, as the 
Evangelist testifies; a burning and shining light as Christ 
says, and of whom Isaiah had prophesied a long time before, 
saying : The voice of one crying in the wilderness, prepare the 
way of the Lord and make his paths straight, (Isaiah 40 ; Matt. 
3,) whom Malachi called the messenger of the Lord, (Matt. 3.) 
His birth, greatness, holiness, office, doctrines and works were 
made known to Zacharias, his father, by Gabriel, the heavenly 
messenger, John was filled with the Holy Ghost from his 
mother's womb. (John 1.) He preached repentance to all Judea. 
He pointed out Christ, the Savior of the world, and said: Be- 
hold the Lamb of God, who taketh away the sins of the whole 
world; (Matt II ; Luke 7,) of whom the son of God himself 
gave testimony, that he was no wavering reed, that he was not 
clothed in soft raiment, that he was greater than a prophet, that 
he was the promised Eiias, that he came in the way of right- 
eousness, and among all that were born of women, there had not 
arisen a greater than he ; he was also held by the people as a 
prophet, (Matt. II, 21,) yet did they say : He hath a devil, yea, 
Herod, tne king, cast him forth as a profligate vagrant, and 
after some days, the head of this holy man of God was cut off 
by the executioner, as a shameful transgressor, on account of 
his rebuking Herod's incest, (Matt. 14; Mark 6,) and besides, 
it was given as a present to an idle, proud, dancing maid, and 
an unchaste adulterous woman. 

Lord ! how lamentably and grievously the righteous are 
destroyed on account of their piety, by this bloody, murderous 
world, and no one takes it to heart. Yea, they are so dealt with, 
that it appears before the eyes of the unwise as if the godly were 
an offence and an abomination, and were outlawed and cursed 
of God, and that they might, neither hope for nor find, to all 
eternity, comfort or grace from God. no I the Ixc^^^ Vi'^ 
blessed ; although their lives m^t^ &i^^^«bX \»Q^}ftfe\^<^v^'^'^^^'^^ 
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be but idle phrensy, and their end to be without honor, yet do 
we know that they are the people and children of the Lord, 
and the apple of his eye, that their blood and death are dear to 
him, (1 Cor. 4; Wis. 5; Zach. 2; Ps. 113; Wis. 3; Matt. 5,) 
that after a little suffering and trouble they shall be recom- 
pensed with good ; that theirs is the kingdom of heaven ; that 
they will not be touched with the pains of ths second death. 
(Wis. 3J but their precious souls shall be in eternal rest and 
peace. Yes, my brethren, every christian may trust and rejoice 
in the Lord in all his trials and in all his need. 

Again, Stephen, the crowned of God, a man full of faith, 
power and the Holy Ghost, who did great signs and wonders 
among the people, as Luke writes, and was endowed of God with 
such wisdom and spirit, according to the promises of Christ, 
(Luke 21,) that also his enemies, namely, the Libertines, Cyre- 
nians and Alexandrians were silent, and stood abashed before 
him. f Acts 6.) As they saw this, the spirit of their fathers dis- 
playea itself as it had done from the beginning, consuming envy 
must use its artifices ; Stephen must lead the way : they have 
rejected justice and equity ; the men of Belial they employed to 
belie the pious Stephen, and say : We have heard him speak 
blasphemous words against Moses and against God ; and we 
have heard him say, that this Jesus of Nazareth shall destroy 
this place, and shall change the customs which Moses delivered 
us ; thus the serpents lies overcome justice. They counsel to 
exterminate and root out the saints. His own enemies saw his 
countenance, as the countenance of an angel. (Acts 6.) He 
spake the Lord's word without fear ; he rebuked the false trust 
in the law and the temple ; he testified of Jesus Christ in great 
power, of whom Moses and all the prophets prophesied. At 
length he grew very warm and ardent in his speech to the mul- 
titude, because they had ungratefully rejected the merciful visi- 
tation of God in his proffered race. Oh ye stiff-necked I he said, 
and you uncircumcised in heart and ears, ye do always resist the 
Holy Ghost : as your fathers did, so also do ye. Which of the 
prophets have not your fathers persecuted? And they have 
slain them which shewed before of the coming of the just One ; 
of whom you have been now the betrayers and murderers ; who 
have received the law through the dispositions of angels, and 
have not kept it. And when they heard these things, they were 
cut to the heart, and gnashed on him with their teeth. But 
Stephen being full of the Holy Ghost, looked up steadfastly 
into heaven and saw the glory of God, and Jesus standing on 
the right hand of God, and said : I see the heaven opened and 
the Son of roan standing on the right hand of God. (Acts 7.) 
TAen tbej called aloud and &toppeid Wi^lt ears, and as if they 
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could not longer endare tbe blasphemous words with which the 
wicked heretic (as they considered him) boasted, and with which 
he gave such honor to Christ ; they rushed upon him with one 
accord and with great vehemence and wrath, cast him out of 
the city, and stoned him ; and Saul kept the witnesses' clothing. 
Stephen called out, Lord Jesus receive my spirit. He kneeled 
down and cried with a loud voice (after the example of his mas- 
ter on the cross,) Lord lay not this sin to their charge ; for they 
know not what they do, (Luke 23.) And thus the pious martyr 
fell asleep in the Lord, and received the crown of life which God 
promised to all those who fear him from the heart, with all sin- 
cerity, and love and seek him. (James 1 ; 2 Tim. 4.) 

! god-fearing reader, observe and learn to know by such 
examples, that all those who believe the word of the Lord with 
true hearts, who become partakers of the Holy Ghost, who are 
clothed with power from on high, (Tit. 1 ; Acts 9,) out of whose 
mouth flow grace and wisdom, who shame the world and rebuke 
sin, (Acts 14; 1 Tit. 2; 2 Tim. 1; Gal. 1.) they must, with 
Stephen, be cast out of the city and stoned with stones. 

Dear brethren, pray ardently and prepare yourselves, (1 Cor. 
2,) through much misery and trouble must you enter into the 
kingdom of heaven. (Acts 14.| Here is the patience and faith 
of the saints, (Rev. 13,) my Ijrethren, observe. 

Again, Paul, a servant of God, and an apostle of Jesus 
Christ, a chosen vessel, a champion of the holy word, an apostle 
and teacher of the Gentiles, who was not called by men, but of 
God himself, from heaven, to the service of the gospel, was 
powerful and zealous in his teaching, and unblamable in his life. 
He labored more than all the other apostles. (Acts 16, 20.) He 
cast out devils in the Lord's name, awakened the dead Euty- 
chus again to life, restored health to the sick, he shook off the 
serpent without receiving injury. (Acts 28 ; 2 Tim. 4, 3.) As a 
true prophet, he foretold many things which were to come to pass 
in the last times ; was taken up into the third heaven and to the 
paradise of God, and saw such vision as no man might with 
propriety speak of. (2 Cor. 12.) He was an infallible leader in 
all righteousness, holiness, piety and virtue, (1 Cor. 12,) who 
sought and loved not himself, but God and his neighbor from 
the whole heart, (Phil. 3, 4 ; 2 Thes. 3,) he had nothing by 
which to justify himself, he regarded all gain as loss, that he 
might win Christ alone, (1 Cor. 4,) yes, he dare not speak of 
any thing, but what Christ had wrought through him, (Phil. 3 ; 
Bom. 15.) It availed not how holy, how unblamable, how zeal- 
ous, how high called, how powerful or how devout he was, yet 
must he, with Simon, the Cyrenian, help to bear tha qx^:^^'?^ ^\ 
Christ (Matt 27 ; Acts 9.) Fox «& sooa «&\ift ^^ <»S^a^\tss«k 
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heaven, taught and baptized by Ananias, and had left off his 
tyranny, and had preached Christ in Damascus, he had to be let 
down over the wall in a basket to escape the snares of the blood- 
thirsty. 

He was often imprisoned ; thrice scourged with rods, stoned 
once, (2 Cor. 11,) in Ephesus he was cast to wild beasts, (1 Cor. 
15,) and at last, after inconceivable and innumerable pains and 
journeys from one land to another, after enduring much from 
nakedness, cold, heat, thirst, hunger, labor, watchings, dangers 
and anguish, he was seized by the Jews at Jerusalem, (Acts 21,) 
they accursed him before the judges, swore to take his life, 
secured him in Ceasarea, and after his appeal to Caesar, he ar- 
rived with much danger and shipwreck at Rome, (Acts 23, 27, 
28 ;) he stood before the emperor, and at last, under Nero, (the 
most blood-thirsty of tyrants,) was put to death by the sword. 
He offered up his soul and surrendered his life. 

In like manner were the apostles imprisoned and scourged 
in Jerusalem; the church was dispersed and persecuted, and 
James was put to death under Herod. (Acts 5, 8, 12.) All 
who desire to become acquainted with other narratives besides 
those here uoti<jed, from the holy scriptures, can read Eusebius's 
church history, there will they find similar inhuman abomina- 
tions, tyranny, unmerciful ness and falsehood against the inno- 
cent. Besides such new invented sins to punish, martyr, root 
out and murder the Christians, that even a natural man, I say, 
not a spiritual, must fear and be astonished, as one may see at 
the end of this Treatise, 

My most beloved brethren in Christ Jesus, trust ye in the 
Lord, you who willingly submit to the cross of Christ. For 
you may see and observe from the scriptures, in the above ex- 
amples from the Old and New Testaments, how all piotis men 
and children of God, all the righteous and prophets, all apostles 
and true witnesses of Christ, yea, Christ himself, (as we shall 
yet hear,) have gone through this lonesome wilderness, through 
this narrow, ignominious and bloody way of misery, crosses 
and sufferings, to the true promised land, and to eternal glory. 
(Matt. 7.) 

Yea, this is the only narrow and straight way, and door 
through which we all must enter, neither can we ever desire in 
any other way to enter with the saints into eternal Jife, rest and 
peace, as Christ himself said. (Matt. 16.) Whosoever will fol- 
low after me must deny himself, take up his cross, and follow 
me. Therefore, dear brethren, you who have sought, feared 
and loved the Lord, must suffer and bear much from this wicked 
and idolatrous race. (Matt. 10; Luke 12.) Fear not those who 
take ffom yon your earthly good& \ tot CjVvtv&t. «bWd heaven they 
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cannot take from yoa« or those who kill the body, for they can- 
upt kill your soul, but fear him who has power to cast vour soal 
and body eternally into hell. (Matt. 10.) Yes, my brethren, 
would you be the Lord's people and disciples, so must you also 
bear the cross of Christ. This is, without doubt, the truth. 

We have set forth to the reader several excellent histories 
out of the scriptures, in which are represented the tyrannical 
mind, the envious heart, the wolfish rage, the murdering deeds 
of this miserable, brutal, murderous and blood-thirsty world, 
against the righteous. We shall now, through the grace of 
God, notice, for a short time, not only how the servants, of 
whom we have spokeu, sufi'ered, but also how the Lord and 
Prince himself had to endure much, and again enter into his 
glory. (Luke 14.) 

The apostles testify abundantly how that the Lamb of God, 
Christ Jesus, the true head of all true believers, (Rev. 13,) had 
not only suffered from the beginning, as above said, but that he 
must suffer in these last times, although he was the conqueror 
of the servant, was promised to Adam and Eve ; a blessine 
and benediction to all people, the true Shiloh, Messiah and 
Emanuel, the true plant of David, the Lord who justifies us, 
the Prince of Peace, and the true Son of the living God, whom 
all the true prophets desired. (Gen. 46, 16 ; Isa, 7, 9 ; Jer. 23, 
33 ; Matt. 16.) 

When he had now become man, according to the promise of 
the fathers, he preached repentance and regeneration in the full 
power of the spirit, in all love, righteousness, peace, humility 
and obedience ; the rigid, terrible judgment of God over the im- 
penitent; and also t^e eternal kingdom, eternal grace and 
mercy, the cordial favor, and love of his heavenly father over 
the penitent. (^Rom. 9 ; John 13 ; Matt. 12.) He himself was 
that Word, fulfilling all righteousness, blessed of God forever, 
the infallible Example, the eternal Wisdom, Love and Truth, 
the brightness of the divine glory, the express image of his 
Father, (John 14 ; Heb. 1,^ after whom Adam was created ac- 
cording to the inner man, tne eternal power of God, the almighty 
Word of God, through whom all things were created, (Gen. 1,) 
and are governed, and in whom all things stand. He Knew no 
sin, neither was deceit found in his mouth; he is the true light 
of eternal life, (John 1 ; Col. 1 ; 1 Pet. 2 ; John 1, 3, 8, 12,) and 
by the darkness, which is the world, he is hated, blasphemed, 
rejected and despised, as the most degraded of men. (Isa. 53.) 
The king of kings, the Lord of lords, became poorer than the 
foxes or the birds ; for he had not where to rest his blessed 
head. (Matt. 8 ; Luke 9.) On the day of hjft Vi.vt^3Jl,V<^ Vs'«si>^^^^ 
place in the inn-i-the maager -?!«* liVa ^wv.Odl. "Sis^\i iSslw^ 

as 
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after Ms bifth^ bis parents had to fly with him to the land of 
Egypt. (Matt. 2.) 

And although in the time of his ministry he made the blind 
see, and the deaf hear, the damb speak, the leprons be cleansed, 
the palsied and feeble he made sound, he east out devils, restored 
the dead, twice he fed thousands with a few loares and fishes, 
(Matt. 8, 10, 12, 14, 15; Lnke 11, 18,) and showed to them the 
works and serviee of pnre loTe. None would rebuke him in his 
word or his life, (John 6, 10,) yet, their bloody, envious hearts 
burned towards him, so that they desired that the wicked mur- 
derer, Barabbas, (Luke 23) who was adjudged to death by the 
law, shoitld live, and that the eternal Life itself— the Creator 
and Upholder of all ereatures, should die. His pure, heavenly 
body, the seat of all virtue, is scourged and abused, the glorious 
countenance and head of all honor is disfigured with blood, spit 
and thorns. (Mark 15 ; John 14 ; 1 John 5.) 'Vhej also mocked 
him with a ludicrous garment, so that even the heathen judge, 
Pilate, pitying, said: "Behold the man!*' (John 19.) Yea, 
worthy brethren, it avails nothing, no pain nor torture, no 
misery was enough: they would not be satisfied, till he was 
taken away and condemned to the most shameful death, and ex- 
tended upon the cross, and his bands and feet were nailed to the 
wood, and his side was pierced with a spear. He was crucified 
as a prince and leader of the vicious, and reckoned among 
murderers. Thus they requited him for his incomprehensibly 
great love and beneficence, and in his great bitter thirst in the 
last hour of his sufferings, he could not obtain a drop of cold 
water, but they gave him vinegar and gall. In short, they 
treated him so that he cried with a loud voice to his Father : 
My God I my God I why hast thou forsaken me? (Matt. 27.) 
He also laments through the prophet : I am a worm and no 
man, a disgrace among men, a reprobate among the people. 
He might well sigh and lament with Jeremiah or Jerusalem : O 
all ye who pass over, see if there be any sorrow like my sorrow. 
(Sam. 1.) Thus he, who was eternally rich, for our sakes became 
poor ; (2 Cor. 3 ; Phil. 2,) the eternal glory was dishonored, the 
eternal righteousness was persecuted, the eternal truth was 
blasphemed, the eternal happiness was rejected, the eternal 
blessing was carsed, and the eternal life was made to suffer a 
shame^l death. (Gal. 3.) 

Most beloved brethren in the Lord, observe well, the laoorera 
have not spared their Lord's Son, but have cast him out of the 
vineyard and have slain him, how much more shall they destroy 
the servants. (Matt. 21.) For they have called the master of 
the house, Beelzebub, how much more shall they call them of 
Jus hoasehold, (Matt. 10.) Christ said, if they have persecuted 
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me, so will they also persecnte yon. And farther, if the world 
hate you, then shall ye also know that it also hated me before ; 
for the disciple is not greater than his master, nor the servant 
than his lord ; but it is enough for the disciple to be like his 
master, and the servant to be like his lord. (John 15 ; Matt. 
10; John 13.) 

I hope, worthy brethren, that here, from these examples, the 
pious may learn what kind of a people it is, from what father 
they are born, and by what spirit they are moved — who from 
the beginning till the present day, have rejected and persecuted 
Christ, the holy Lamb of Uod and his people : and according to 
mv understanding of the scriptures, this tyranny shall not cease 
till the rejected, murdered and crucified Jesus, as aa almighty 
potentate, conqueror and glorious king, with aU his saints, shall 
appear in the clouds before all the tribes and people on the last 
ju^ment. (John 8; Bev. 13.) 

Since then the terrible tyranny of this blind world, has always 
thus, in blindness, been laid upon the necks of the children of 
God, and so will continue to be laid to the end. Besides, there 
is no other way to life, than this narrow, rough and thorny way 
of the cross. I mean according to the flesh, for after the spirit 
it is broad and easy. (Matt. 7.) The scriptures say : Have 
your feet shod with the gospel of peace, witn the precious pro- 
mises of God, with the pure knowledge of Christ, with the denial 
of yourselves, with the patience and faith of the saints, and with 
the sure hope upon the kingdom of God. (Eph. 6 ; Bev. 13 ; 
Bom. 8.) Let not the hard, sharpened thorns of persecutions, 
with which aU the pious are persecuted, terrify you so as to 
drive you to the. soft broad wa^r of the flesh. (Heb. 12 ; Bom. 13.) 
Lay aside all things which hinder you — the besetting sin, the 
cursed works of darkness, useless cares, avarice, pride, haughti- 
ness, and all that is perishable, all drunkenness and luxury, all 
idolatry and idleness, all uncircumcised fleshly words, and all 
manner of wickedness, in order that you may not be overcome; 
and turned aside from the narrow way to the way of death, as 
alas, is too frequently the case in these days. 

Therefore, my dear brethren and sisters in the Lord, take the 
crucified Jesus as your example and also all the servants of 
God, — the apostles and prophets, and learn to know of them ; — 
they entered this narrow path and left all behind. For they 
prepared their hearts and were endowed and drawn of Goa, 
that they knew nothing, sought nothing, loved nothing, and 
desired nothing else than eternal and heavenly blessings, the 
unchangeable things— God and eternal life. Thus they we^«^ 
gproundedin ardent love, and became ^iTCk. ^^i^ YossfikSjf^^i^^'.^^ 
that they could not be affrighted itom Wie\we o1^Vt^\.,^^^>S^'«^ 
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by life nor death, neither by angel, prince nor potentate, neither 
by hnnger nor sword, neither by martyrdom, pain nor ease. 
(Kom. 8.) Their thoughts and words, their acts and sufferings, 
their life and death, were Christ's. (John 19.) They sought 
not their kingdom and rest upon earth, for they were spiritual 
and heavenly-minded. All their fruit was righteousness, light 
and truth. Their whole lives were pure love, charity, chastity, 
humility, obedience and peace. The changeable wicked world 
with all its evil works, was to them an offence and abomination. 
•They loved their God with all their soul and, therefore, thev 
rebuked all that was against his glory, will and holy wora. 
They loved their neighbors as themselves, and therefore, they 
admonished and rebuked them in love, served them, pointed out 
and taught them God's pure will, word and truth, and sought 
their salvation with all their power, with great loss of life and 
reputation, therefore has the foolish, envious unthankful world, 
which swims, in blood so grievously hated them and rewarded 
them with death. (Matt. 5 ; I Cor. 4.) 

My dear brethren, it was not only the prophets, apostles and 
those of former times, to whom these things happened, which 
the scriptures relate, but we, ourselves, may in these times wit- 
ness the like with our own eyes. How many pious children of 
God have we known in the space of a few years, and we yet 
know some, (the Lord be praised,) who sought Jesus Christ and 
the eternal unchangeable life, and continue so to seek, who fear 
God from their inmost soul, their hearts bufn with the word 
and love of the Lord, out of their mouths flowed power, spirit 
and wisdom. Their whole life was repentance and piety — they 
hated, shunned and rebuked all ungodliness. N'one could re- 
prove their conduct with the word of God ; they were opposed 
to the world's idle, fleshly, ungodly life, as they yet are, and by 
the grace of God will continue to be. They listen not to the 
deceiving prophets, f Jer. 23.) They confide not their precious 
souls to the care of tne spiritual thieves and murderers. (John 
lO.) They serve not the wooden, stone and silver gods. They 
do not use the unscriptural, earthly sacraments, &c. In short, 
because they heard, believed, feared, served and loved the true 
living God, therefore, did the lying serpent open its mouth and 
spew out so many false, inhuman lies into the face of the pious, 
and depict them in such horrible colors, through their blind 
disciples, that the whole world fears them as abominable ; yes, 
every one, who can slander and defame the christian, is the 
world's favorite preacher and esteemed teacher. 

No lie is so gross and disgraceful, that they dare not bring it 
against the godly. At one time they accuse and upbraid us, as 
though we wished to invade cities and countries ; they say : that 
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we will injure the whole world — now we are adulterers — again, 
thieves and murderers ; now, say they, we say there is no repen- 
tance left to the sinner; again, we have rejected Christ and the 
Testament. In short, whosoever does not defame and upbraid 
the godly, is not considered by the world as a christian ! 
Lord, how pure and free are all the saints in heart and con- 
science before God of all these lies and slanders. 

And these unchristian lies are not enough for the world, but 
they who know Christ, and would gladly live after his word, 
must eudure something harder ; thev must meet with severer 
persecution, as we may witness with our own eyes, for how 
many pious children of God, have they in a few vears deprived 
of their possessions, and caused their goods to be confiscated, 
for the testim'ony of God and their conscience sake. How many 
have they betrayed, how many have they driven out of city and 
country, and put them to the stocks and torture ; the poor orphans 
and children are left naked in the streets ; some have they hanged, 
some they punished with inhuman t;^ranny, they afterwards 
choked them with cords on stocks and pillars ; some they roasted 
ipid burned alive ; some with their own reeking bowels in their 
hands, powerfully confessed the word of God. Some they slew 
with the sword and gave them as food to the fowls of the air ; 
some they cast forth to the wild beasts, some have their houses 
torn down, some have been cast into the muddy bogs, some have 
had their feet cut off, one of whom I have seen and conversed with. 
Others wander about here and there, in hunger and affliction, in 
mountains, holes and caves of the earth, as Paul says : They 
must fly with their small children and their wives, from one 
country to another, from one city to another. (Matt. 10.) They 
are hated, upbraided and belied bv all men, and spoken against 
in the pulpit and the councils, (Matt. 5 ;) they have deprived 
them of food — have driven them forth in the cold winter, and 
point at them with the finger of scorn, yea, whoever can slander 
a poor oppressed christian, supposes he has done God some 
siervice, as Christ said. (John 16.) 

Observe, dear brethren, how far the whole world is from God 
and his word, how swift their feet are to shed blood, how mall* 
ciouslv they hate the light, (Isa. 52 ; Bom. 3 ; John 3,) and how 
bitterly they persecute the eternal truth — the immaculate gos- 
pel of Jesus Christ, the pious godly life of the saints. This is 
not only done by the papists and Turks, but by those who boast 
of the holy word, who preached much concerning faith, that 
faith was the gift of God, (Eph. 2,) that it must not be forced 
with the iron sword, but with the word, into the hearts of mfta-, 
for it is a willing assent of the heart. 

But the learned, within tlie \aat ^^n^ ^^^t^^Vsi.-^^ ^^s.^^-^^'ssk^^ 

25* 
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this doctrine, and as it appears to me, have effaced it from their 
books, for lately they draw unto their sensual doctrine, lords, 
princes, cities and countries ; they have preached the contrary 
from what they did formerly, as is evident from their writings. 
By their seditious writings and preachings they deliver into the 
hands of executioners, many pious hearts, who gainsay, reprove 
and admonish them, by the clear word of God and the gospel, 
and point out to them the true ground of the gospel, which is 
powerful, active faith, which works by love, a penitent new life, 
obedience to God and Christ, and the true evangelical ordi- 
nances of baptism, Lord's supper and Separation^ as Christ 
himself instituted and commanded, and his holy apostles prac- 
ticed and taught. (Gal. 5 ; Matt. 26, 28 ; Mark 14, 16 ; Lu^e 
22; 1 Cor. 5, 10 ; 2 Thess. 3.) 

Yea, all who do this out of pure love, must be accursed as 
anabaptists, factionists, deceivers and heretics, all the pious 
may expect this, nevertheless, they still want to be called the 
christian community, and be esteemed the holy church, whether 
lords or princes, preachers or theologians. The common people, 
whether papists, Lutherans and Zuiuglians, never take notice 
of their gross, ungodly, lazy and impenitent lives, that they are 
. altogether earthly, sensual, and contrary to the word of God. 
There are some, ^om whose hands tricMe the blood of chris- 
tians, and all their doings are diametrically opposed to the 
spirit, word, and example of Christ. ! that these, blitid, 
hardened ones would lay this well to heart, and examine well 
the true nature and spirit of Christianity! They would be 
ashamed before God, and cordially lament that they so miser- 
ably abuse his glorious name, his blessed word, his divine grace, 
his crimson, precious blood, of which they vainly boast, and 
thus make the name of Christ as a cover to all their wickedness 
and disgrace. 

For a truly believing christian is one that is born of God 
according to the spirit, has become a new creature in Christ, 
crucified his flesh with its lusts, and cordially hates the old, 
sinful life. (John 1; 2 Cor. 5; Gal. 5, 6; Rom. 12.) All his 
fruits are righteousness, patience, truth, obedience, humility, 
chastity, love, grace and peace ; he is influenced by the spirit of 
the Lord, and his delight is in the law of the Lord, he meditates 
thereon by day and by night, all his words are seasoned by 
grace, he strives for the life which is from God. He fears God 
with all his soul. (Rome. 8 ; Ps. 1 ; Col. 4; Phil. 2.) In short, 
according to the grace received, he is of one mind with Christ. 

Could these only see that a christian is thus minded, as rela- 
ted, that he is such an amiable person and child of God ; and if 
tliej bad the grace, they also would be thus minded. They 
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would then hate none, bnt would be hated ; thev would belie 
none, but they would be belied ; they would prejudge none, but 
would be prejudged ; they would betray none, but be betrayed ; 
they would rob none, but be robbed ; they would not murder, 
but be murdered ; they would not devour the lamb, but be torn 
of wolves; not ensnare the dove, but bo taken by the falconer 
and devoured. 

Are our persecutors christians, as they imagine ? Why are 
they then not of God and born of his word ? Why are they yet 
the old accursed creature, and live according to the lusts of the 
flesh ? Why are they influenced by the spirit of the devil ? And 
why have they fixed their thoughts and afiections upon perish- 
able and temporal things, and are concerned therewith day and 
night? Why are they guilty of talking of all manner of un- 
chastity, vanity, lying, cursing and swearing ? Why do they not 
fear God and his word ? Why are they like the old deceitful 
serpent, and obedient to him ? And why are they still like 
terrible, ravenous beasts and birds of proy, instead of innocent 
lambs and doves, as the scriptures teach ? 

Ah ! dear brethren, let them boast as they will, Christ Jesus 
does not know such wicked and blood-thirsty christians, f Rom. 8.) 
He only knows those having his spirit, who cordially believe and 
who are obedient to him ; who are flesh of his flesh, and bone of 
his bone, (Matt. 5 ; Mark 8,) who are meek, humble, pious, holy 
and pure of heart, who confess Christ Jesus, in word and deed 
before this wicked world, who deny themselves and take up the 
cross and follow him. (Matt, 16.J Who say with holy l?aul, 
(Rom. 8.) Who shall separate us irom the love of God ? They 
glory in nothing but in the cross of our Lord Jesus Christ, by 
which they are dead to the world and the world unto them. 

IGal. 6.) All who are ^hus minded, are the anointed of God and 
)hrist, and not the impenitent, sensual, blood-thirsty boasters. 
Every one may be mindful of us, that this is true, else the whole 
scriptures are false. 

It appears to me, dear brethren, that the pious reader may 
fully understand from what has been said, what kind of people 
these are, who so, shamefully tread you with their feet, strike 
you, belie you, anq deprive you of life and property. Why do 
they so ? It is on account of your testimony of God and yonr 
consciences. Even as all from the beginning, who sought, feared 
and loved the Lord, and reproved the world, were esteemed as 
ofT-scourings and heretics. 

We will now proceed in the name of the Lord, and show with 
few words, what a feeble and unbecoming excuse our perse- 
cutors advance, (which before God is as stubble before fire^\ 
whereby they think to excuse themacVi^a, Vd-aX MJci^^ ^i.^'^ ^'iNss^ 
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right to slander and abase the pions ; for all sinners seek some 
excuse ; and no matter how disgracefully soever any one con- 
duct himself, he wishes not to be considered as wicked, but as a 
true christian 1 

In the first place, our persecutors accuse us as seditions, 
even as those of Munster are, that we are not subject to the 
magistracy. 

To which we reply, in the first place : That the Munsterites 
were seditious, and in many things acted contrary to the word 
of God. But we do not agree with them. For we are wholly 
opposed to, and disapprove of these seditious abominations, such 
as resisting the king, seeking for a kingdom, taking hold of the 
sword, polygamy, acting the hypocrite with the world and the 
like guilt ; we neither eat nor drink, nor have any communion 
with those who do such things, according to the doctrine of 
Christ and Paul, unless they cordially renounce their errors 
and become sound in the saving doctrine of Christ. (Matt. 28 ; 
1 Cor. 5; 2 John 1.) 

As the Papists and Lutherans are not a little divided, so we 
are more divided in our views, from the Munsterites and other 
sects which sprung from them. That this is the truth, we have 
shown by our writings, life, and oral testimony, before lords, 
princes and the whole world ; and it has been testified by the 
blood of many pious christians, which flowed like water, in many 
countries, for many years, to the present time. 

But we cannot help that the world will not believe .this. 
Nevertheless, we testify that our hearts and consciences are 
pure and free before God, of all sedition, hatred, vengeance and 
thirst for blood; and we strive earnestly to live as much as 
possible, in peace with all men, according to the doctrine of 
Paul, (Rom. 12,) and if it is not possible for us to keep peace 
with them, still we do not desire to avenge ourselves, but we 
will commit it to him, who says : To me belongeth vengeance 
and recompense. (Deut. 34.) And we commit to him alone all 
our concerns, as Jeremiah and all the pious did from the begin- 
ning. (Jer. 11.) 

In the second place, we reply : Why do f^fey so indiscreetly 
accuse us of such sedition, since we are wholly innocent and 
clear, and they pay no attention to their own bloody, murdering 
uproar, which they, alas ! commit without bounds ? Lord ! 
how many principalities, cities and countries, have they de- 
stroyed and desolated ! how many houses have they fired ; how 
many hundred thousand have tbey murdered ! how many a poor 
innocent man have they robbed of his possessions and destroyed ! 
how many women and virgins did they disgrace ; what brutal 
aad jabuman tyranny did they do and covvUu^e daily to practice 
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— all this they do not notice — ^it must be said ; all is right and 
well done. Ah ! ! how well does this accord with the doctrine, 
nature and spirit of Christ!! (Matt. 28; 1 Cor. 14.) How 
badly this accords with the disposition of innocent children, 
whom christians mnst resemble in malice ; or defenceless lambs 
and innocent doves, to which the scriptures direct us. If the 
temporal magistracy have not the disposition and spirit of 
Christ, then must all acknowledge that they are not christians. 

I am well aware, that these tyrants, who boast themselves 
christians, justify their abominable warring, uproar and shed- 
ding of blood, by referring us to Moses, Joshua, &c. And do 
not reflect that Moses and his successors have served their day, 
and that Christ has now given us a new command and given 
us another sword, (Matt. 10; John 3; Eph. 6; Rom. 13.) I 
do not speak of the sword of the judge, for that is quite differ- 
ent ; but I speak respecting war and sedition. (2 Pet. 2.) And 
they do not reflect, that they bear the sword of war, contrary to 
the gospel, and that they bear it against their own brethren, 
namely, against their brethren of the faith, who have received 
the same baptism with them, and break the same bread with 
them, and are thus members of the same body. — Again, what 
strange, bloody uproar the Lutheran^ made for several years, to 
introduce their doctrine ; yet have we, although innocently, to 
be called the seditious heretics and they, pious, peaceable 
christians ! Behold, thus lamentably is their understanding of 
the work darkened. Well then I let them deal with us as they 
think proper, the merciful, gracious Father will preserve us 
from such abominable disturbances as the Munsterites have 
caused, and which, alas I are yet in vogue among the supposed 
christians ; for we have, by the grace of God, beaten our swords 
into plough shares, and our spears into pruning hooks; (Isa. 2 ; 
JVIich. 4;) and we shall sit under the true vine, Christ, under the 
prince of eternal peace, and will never take part in bloody wars. 

In the third place, we reply : That we know and use no other 
sword than that which Christ himself brought down from heaven, 
(Matt. 10,) and which the apostles used with .power and spirit; 
which proceeds from the mouth of the Lord — the sword of the 
spirit, (Eph. 6,) which is sharper than any sword, having two 
edges, (Rev. 1,) piercing even to the dividing asunder of soul 
and spirit, and of the joints and marrow, and is a discerner of 
the thoughts and intents of* the heart. With this,* and with no 
other sword, do we desire to destroy the kingdom of the devil, 
to reprove all wickedness, and to preach righteousness, to raise 
the iiither against the son, the son against the father; the 
mother against the daughter, and the daughter against the 
mother, &c. ( M att. 10. ) In such a \<ia.^ , c>ife\i ^>s^ ^^'s^^a. v^T^.^^^ 
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the holy apostles and the prophets did in the world. I do not 
here mean the prophets Elias and flamnel, (1 Kings 18 ; 1 Sam. 
15,) understand me rightly, who also used the sword ; but I 
mean the prophets Isaiah, Jeremiahi Zecharias, Amos, &c., who 
only reproved with doctrine, and not otherwise. 

That is the sword we bear ; and we will lay it down for none, 
neither for emperor, nor king, nor other authorities. For Peter 
says : We ought to obey God rather than men. (Acts 5.] He 
that committed us, we must serve, whether we chance to live or 
die, as it may please God. 

That the world is now ascribing to us this uproar for the pure 
love which we manifested toward them we must endure, as did 
our forefathers. Art thou not he, said Ahab to Elijah, that 
troubleth Israel ? The prophet answered : I have not troubled 
Israel ; but thou and thy father's house. Jeremiah, on account 
of his faithful warning and salutary admonition, was regarded 
by them as a mutineer, rebel and heretic. Paul and the apostles 
were cast into prison as deceivers and rebellious, and finally had 
to suffer martyrdom. If the world could pass a true sentence, 
they would well perceive, that Christ and his followers were not 
tumultuous towards the world, but the world towards them. 
And 80 also we, who are not tumultuous towards any one, but 
all are against us, they tyrannize and rave as may be seen. 

Again, that we are opposed to the magistracy in the. things 
to which they are ordained of God, is not true^ understand me 
in lawful things ; as giving of toll, tribute, and paying taxes, &c. 
(Rom. 13 ; 1 Pet. 2.) But that they are to rule and lord over 
our consciences, contrary to the spirit of Christ, as they please, 
to this we do not consent^ but we will sacrifice, possessions and 
life, rather than sin against Jesus Christ and his holy word for 
any man's sake, whether he be emperor or king. 

That we are not wrong, but rignt in this respect, the scrip-' 
tures abundantly testify ; and therefore, with pious Susan, we 
wish rather to obey God than man, ^Dan. 13,) and thus fall into 
the hands of men, rather than into tne hands of God. May the 
gracious Father, through his blessed Son Jesus Christ, grant to 
this deaf, blind world cars to hear, and eyes to see, that they 
ma^ be converted and be eternally saved. 

In the third place we are without cause, accused hard : That 
we are stubborn, selfish and unconverted persons, who will by 
no means sufier ourselves to be tauglit or instructed. 

To which we reply, first : If this accusation even were true, 

it is still very unbecoming for our persecutors, to exterminate 

or harm us, because they would be, or boast themselves chris- 

tmoa, for the punishment of the wicked will be eternal, aa the 

scriptures testify, (Mark 16; JoVin^.^ 
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All men, says Paul, have not faitb, bnt it is a gift of God. (2 
Thes. 1 ; chap. 3.) Now if it is a gift, it may not be enforced 
by worldly power, nor sword, but it most by means of the pure 
doctrine of the holy scripture, in conjunction with the ardent 
prayer of humility, be apprehended, by the grace of God, through 
the influence of the Holy Spirit. (Rom. 10 ; Matt. 13.) More- 
over, it is not the will of the householder, that the tares be rooted 
up, until the time of harvest ; as is clearly evinced in the para- 
ble. 

Now, if our persecutors were christians, as they suppose, and 
if thev considered the Lord's word as true, \vhy do they not hear, 
and follow, the word and commandment of Christ? Why do 
they root up the tares before the time ? Why are they not 
afraid, lest they root up the good wheat, and not the tares 7 
(Matt. 12,) why do they arrogate to themselves the duty of the 
angels, who, at the proper time, shall bind the tares in bundles, 
and cast them into the furnace of everlasting fire ? 

Since, by our belief or unbelief, (unbelief it must ever be, if 
their assertions are true,) we injure no man upon earth ; justice ' 
demands, that they should commit us with our belief or unbelief 
to the Lord alone, and his ludgment, who, in the fullness of time*, 
will judge all things in rignteousness, and that they should not, 
like savage pagans, pursue us with the sword of destruction. 
The true disposition of a pious and sincere christian, is to lead 
poor, wandering sinners to repentance, and not to destroy them, 
as these men do. (Matt. 9.) In regard to all those who evidence 
a contrary spirit, it is an easy matter for any intelligent chris- 
tian, to show from the scriptures what father they are child- 
ren of. 

Again, we reply, that we are prepared, in every way, even 
unto death, for the reception of all sound doctrine, admonition, 
instruction, and chastening, in righteousness ; we spare no labor, 
pains, nor expense, if we can only obtain faithful stewards to 
dispense bread to us in proper season ; for our souls hunger after 
the living bread, and our spirits thirst for the living water. (Matt. 
24 ; John 6.) All who are qualified, rightly to break the former, 
and pour out the latter ; we desire to hear with devotedness or 
heart, and to live in obedience to their doctrine. (John 4, 7.) 

But the leaven of the Pharisees and Sadducees, the lies and 
deceivings of fblse prophets, the stealing and outrages of thieves 
and murderers, we will have nothing to do with, let what may 
happen by divine permission. Thank God, we have tasted the 
heavenly bread, (j ohn 10,) hence, we have^become heartily tired 
of the leaven and husks of the learned ; we drink the pure wa- 
ter, the impure we leave for them ; we. received the truth aoA 
rejected lies ; the light liath shined u^Ti u\i>\\v«tfe \& Wi^sw^'^k 
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place for darkness. (Luke 15; Ezek. 34; John 1.) In short, 
we have found Christ, the true Messiah, his saving word, his 
pure ordinance, and his holy, and unblamable life, (according to 
the gift of grace within us,) and as a consequence, have turned 
away from antichrist, with the confident hope, that we will never 
more observe, or make use of, his ordinance of infant baptism, 
and idolatroas supper, nor ever be reconciled to his odious, 
carnal, and ungodly life. 

If in this matter, we do wrong and transgress, in the presence 
of God, and before his community, as they imagine: then must 
the fathers, and the scriptures have miserably betrayed us. But 
DO ; the word of God is truth ; and the truth shall abide forever, 
even though the whole world be offended. (John 17.) 

And because we dare not again take part in their false doc- 
trine, pretended sacraments, idolatry, false worship, and in their 
shameful, wicked, and ungodly life; because by the spirit of 
God, by the evidence of the scriptures, and by the witness of 
. our own consciences we have turned away from such ; therefore, 
must we be called stubborn, selfish and obstinate, and, alas! 
must be to all men heretics, spoils, and derision. 

I hope, beloved brethren, that such absurd accusations may 
never dismay the hearts of the pious, nor render them faint, 
inasmuch as, they are entirely destitute of foundation ; while, 
we on the contrary have, the whole scripture, together with 
prophets, apostles, saints, nay, Christ Jesus himself; all of 
whom in truth and righteousness, remained steadfast and im- 
movable, even unto death, in their opposition — to all false doc- 
trine, torture, and tyranny, and did not, in a single point, agree 
with, or consent to, their ungodly deeds, neither in heart, speech, 
nor behavior. 

Ought we then to reject the heavenly light, and embrace the 
darkness of condemnation? Forsake eternal truth, and ever- 
lasting life ? Follow after lies, and pursue death, for the sake 
of a little perishable wealth, and a half hour's enjoyment of 
temporal life ? If so, it would be better for us that we had never 
been born. From a contingency so dreadful, it is our firm hope, 
that God, by his boundless love, will ever preserve and protect 
us. 

In the third place we answer : That we sincerely detest and 
abhor such teaching and conversion, as our persecutors would 
make use of, in order to instruct and convert us ; for their end 
is death, according to the testimony of the whole scriptures ; 
the reason is, that their doctrine is false and deceptive, their 
sacraments are idolatrous, and contrary to the word of God ; 
their worship is sheer 'idolatry, and tJ^eir whole life is earthly, 
sensaal, and contrary to the word ot ^od\ as may be eeen, 
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(James 3,) yea, they are a people of whom we may jnstly testiljjr 
as they do of ns, namely : This is a stiff-necked, seditions, n^- 
converted people, whose hearts are harder than diamond, a peo- 
ple who know not their God, as the prophet speaks of Israel, 
saying : The ox knowelh his owner, and the ass his master's 
crib ; bat Israel doth not know, my people doth not consider. 
(Isa.!.) 

Ah, sinful natibn, a people laden with iniquity, a seed of evil- 
doers, children that are corrupters I they have forsaken the 
Lord, they have provoked the Holy One of Israel nnto anger, 
they are gone away backward ; they hold fast to deceit, says 
Jeremiah, they refuse to return. I hearkened and heard, says 
he, but they spake not aught : no man repenteth him of his 
wickedness, saying : What bave I done ? Every one turned to 
his course, as the horse rnsheth into battle, xea, the stork in 
the heavens knoweth her appointed times ; and the turtle, and 
the crane, and the swallow, . observe the time of their coming : 
but my people know not the judgment of the Lord. (Jer. B.) 
And more passages of a similar nature. 

Like John the Baptist, one might well rebuke them, and say : 
Bring forth fruits meet for repentance : and say not that you 
are christians ; as the Pharisees said they had Abraham for 
their father ; for such perverse, sensual christians, God knoweth 
not : the axe is laid unto the root of the tree, (Matt. 3,) there- 
fore, every tree that bringeth not forth good fruit is hdwn down 
and cast into the fire. Drunkards, says Paul, (Bom. I ; 1 Cor* 
6 ; Gal. 5 ; Eph. 5,) covetous, envious, proud, idolaters, adul- 
terers and fornicators, shall not inherit the kingdom of God ; 
hence, in the spirit of commiseration, we may aptly say to oar 
persecutors, who are still such : Reform, for, alas I princes, 
rulers, learned, unlearned, citizens, countrymen, husband and 
wife, all, X)n every hand, have become degenerate, walking in the 
accursed fruits of profanity and ungodliness ; they reject God 
and his word ; they grieve the Holy Spirit j they persecute the 
righteous and pious ; the fear and love of God are an abomina- 
tion to them ; yet to such as walk in the way of truth, die unto 
unto flesh and blood, are heavenly and spiritually minded, with 
sincerity of heart seek Christ Jesus and the imperishable ever- 
lasting life, they say : Reform ; be instructed ; with similar ex- 
pressions, — just as if we had the lies, and they the truth ; though 
according to the gift imparted to us, we love and seek the Lord 
cordially ; but what they do, I leave it to any intelligent chris- 
tian to decide. 

Moreover, even they themselves demonstrate, that the fruits 
and ardent charity of our members, far exceed and«Q.x,^'^^^'^^^» 
of theirs, (Deut. 4, 43) neverihe\^^a^n^\iW^\.^\i^V5!^^^'^'^'^> 



802 OF THE GROSS OF CHRIST^ 

■as deceived, selfish, obstinate, and nnconverted heretics, while 
they are considered the real, spiritually anointed christians, the 
truly legitimate children of God. 

Now, dear brethren, judge by this how puerile and nonsensi* 
cal is the excuse of the world, with regard to their tyrannical 
proceedings, and how indiscreetly and childishly,we are accused 
by them. ! it is our heart's desire, that all our predecessors 
may receive from the Lord grace unto repentance. For it is 
high time that they awake, and turn to the Lord. 

Again, our persecutors bring in an excuse, saying it is right 
that wo should be persecuted ; because by us many men are de- 
plorably misled, and brought to destruction. 

To this we reply : That if the case is examined, and sentence 
passed upon it, according to the flesh, it does appear, that many 
are miserably deceived by us, for all those who follow our doc- 
trine, faith, life, and confession, in obedience and power, must 
bring into jeopardy all which they have received from God, 
character, reputation, land, house, gold, silver, father, mother, 
sister, brother, husband, wife, son, daughter, yea, life itself. The 
finger of scorn will generally be pointed at them ; they shall be 
trampled under feet, hated of all men, slandered and calumni- 
ated, betrayed, and delivered up unto death ; gallows, racks, 
offensive pools, stocks and swords, as also hunger, thirst, want, 
toil, affliction,' distress, anxiety, nakedness, tribulation, sorrow, 
buffeting, bonds and imprisonment, must be their portion and 
recompense here upon earth ; no man may administer unto, or 
befriend them, but at the risk of person and property; the 
father may not receive and assist the son, nor the son the father. 
In short, they are looked upon by the world as too unworthy to 
be in heaven, or upon earth ; moreover, they shew all pomp 
and parade, rioting, drunkenness, sensuality, &c., towards 
which the whole world is inclined, all men, to the extent of their 
power, deriving from such practices, the greatest self-gratifica- 
tion. They, on tha contrary, take delight in humility, sobriety, 
an indigent, blameless, and rejected life in the fear of the Lord, 
which is an abomination to the whole world. It is, therefore, 
no wonder, in my opinion, that the erring, blind world who have 
not, neither know the Holy Spirit, as Christ says, (John 14,) 
who seek, understand, and judge earthly things alone, shoald 
regard, consider, and detest such a life, as the result of impos- 
ture and deception. 

But those,^ who are taught of God, who have risen with 

Christ to newness of life, are made partakers of the Bolj 

Spirit, are spiritually-miuded, look upon, and judge all things 

by the Spirit, such do not consider it as imposture and decep- 

twn, bat they esteem it above all gold and silver, all knowledge 
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and wisdom, all riches and honor, all parade and ostentation ; 
nay, above all that is named ander heaven ; for they know from 
their heartd, that this is the only doctrine that leadeth to im- 
mortality and eternal life ; they look not at the things which 
are transitory, but at things which are imperishable. They 
provide and prepare a treasure and inheritance that abideth in 
heaven, but earthly treasure they esteem not, (2 Cor. 4,) they 
seek the wisdom which is eternal, being, therefore, regarded by 
the whole world as fools, (Matt. 6,) they adorn themselves with 
the inner garment of righteousness, despising the outer moth- 
eaten garment of pride ; (1 Cor. 3;) they strive for that kingdom 
and crown of glory which will abide forever ; the earthly king- 
dom with its glory, they Idave to such as take delight in them. 

Hence, dearly beloved, it is absolutely necessary to judge all 
things spiritually,; for the world is come to such a state that 
the pure doctrine of Jesus Christ and his apostles, is esteemed 
heresy; to preach Christ Jesus, his spirit and life, his unadul- 
terable word, will and ordinance, to turn the people from 
ungodliness to piety, is considered as imposition and deception. 
Behold, how blind and ignorant, in divine things, are our per- 
secutors who so miserably oppress, persecute and destroy us for 
the truth's sake ! Yea, my brethren, here is the patience, and 
the faith of the saints ; (Bev. 13 ;) all, who in their hearts expe- 
rience this, (as here related) will possess their souls in patience, 
let the opposition be ever so great, and will pray for their ene- 
mies with all the ardor of the power that is in them. 

In the fourth place, our persecutors accuse us with great 
bitterness, because we separate ourselves from their doctrine, 
sacraments, church service, and from a carnal and sensual life, 
and in such things dare have nothing to do with them ; they say 
that, in this thing, we condemn them, and banish them to hell. 

To this we reply, in the first place : The reason why we can 
never, by word or deed, consent to, nor allow of, their preachers, 
sacraments, church service, and impure sensual life, is, that they 
are openly opposed to God and his word ; the preachers serve 
when they are not sent, ( Jer. 23,) their doctrine is false, deceptive 
and contrary to the saving doctrine of truth, their life is in every 
respect, blamable ; they preach for filthy lucre's sake ; they act 
the hypocrite for the world, to flatter the desires thereof ; the 
foundation of their faith and religion, is emperor, king, princes 
and men of power ; what they command, that teach they ; and 
what they forbid, that leave they untouched. Their infant bap- 
tism is unfounded in scripture ; their supper is idolatrous and 
impure, and by the impure administered and received ; their 
church-service is contrary to the doctrine of the ai^Q«.t\ft."9sN '^^^^ 
for {he most part so sensual and xxii^odVj Na ^^ ^t^wiksjc^ \sKiSix 
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of their life, that every child of God mast be exceedingly 
amazed and astonished at it. 

Seeing then that their doctrine, sacrament, church service 
and life, are in fact, so palpably opposed to the word of God, 
howconld we again intermingle and enter into familiarity, with 
them in sach heinous abominations? That we separate our- 
selves from them, is the express word and will of God : For 
says Paul, (2 Cor. 6 :) What communion hath light with dark- 
ness ? what concord hath Christ with Belial? what fellowship 
hath righteousness with unrighteousness ? or what part hath he 
that believeth with the infidel ? and what agreement hath the 
temple of God with idols ? for ye are the temple of the living 
God ; as God hath said : I will dwell in them, and walk in them; 
and I will be their God and they shall be my people. Where- 
fore come out from among them, and be ye separate, saith the 
Lord, and touch not the unclean thing ; and I will receive you 
and will be a Father unto you, and ye shall be my sons and 
daughters, saith the Lord Almighty. (Lev. 26 ; Isa. 52.) 

These words of Paal are plain and intelligible : It is, there- 
fore, utterly impossible, that those who have, through the 
beneficence of God, received from on high, the true light, Christ 
Jesus, unfeigned righteousness, pure effective faith, have become 
a fit and worthy temple of the Lord, are under the influence of 
the Holy Spirit, are chosen and adopted as the childr^n of Gk)d; 
that such should again have fellowship with darkness, Belial, 
unrighteousness, infidels and idolaters; for, knowing, by the 
grace of God, that their doctrine, sacraments, service and life, 
are truly and fundamentally false and erroneous ; if you have a 
true zeal for God, count all things but dross, that with Paul, 
you may win Christ ; according to scripture abhor that which 
IS evil, and cleave to that which is good ; have washed your 
robes in the blood of the Lamb, (Phil. 2 ; Rom. 12 ; Rev. 7,) 
and conform in all your thoughts, words and actions, to the 
touchstone of the word,'and the example of. Christ; how caa 
you again have communion with them, and say amen to their 
abominations ? (Matt. 6 ; 1 Cor. 10;) we cannot serve two mas- 
ters at once ; we cannot hold communion with Christ, and at 
the same time followsbip with the devil ; we cannot be the 
children and servants of God, and also the children and servants 
of satan ; if we love that which is good, we must abhor that 
which is evil ; if we embrace the truth, we must forsake lies, 
&c., &c. 

Now, forasmuch as we thus separate ourselves from them, 

and testify by word and deed, even uuto death, that their works 

are evil ; therefore they are filled with the most inhuman raa- 

cor and indiga&tiou, and say trom the heart, as all the aogodly 
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baye done from the beginning : Let ns lie in wait for the right- 
eous ; because he is not for onr torn, and he is clearly contrary 
to oar doings : he npbraideth us with onr offending the law, and 
objecteth to onr infamy, the transgressions of onr education, 
&c. He exposeth our secret designs and cunning devices. He 
is grievous unto us even to behold ; for his life is not like other 
men's, his ways are of another fashion. We are esteemed of 
him as counterfeits : he abstaineth from our ways as from 
filthiness : he pronounceth unto us the end of the righteous, 
ftc. Let us, therefore, condemn him with a shameful death. 
(Wisd. 2.) * 

Here, my dearly beloved brethren, the Holy Spirit has given 
a faithful delineation of onr persecutors ; for our actual confes- 
sion, that is to say, our separation from them is the sole reason 
why the blind, blood-thirsty world, frantic with rage, tyrannizes 
over ns with so much cruelty ; and why we must bear and suffer 
80 much ; as Peter also says. (1 Pet. 4.) They think the stranger 
that yon run not with them to the same excess of riot, speaking 
evil of yon. Nay, for this reason, Isaiah, Jeremiah, Zachariah, 
Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego, Daniel, Eleazar, the mother 
with the seven sons, and Christ Jesus, had to die and bear the 
cross ; because they earnestly reproved the «7orld in its doc- 
trine, ceremonies and conduct. 

This is, even unto this day, the only and principal reason, and 
in reality there is no other, notwithstanding our persecutors 
allege many, (as we have shown,) why we must be considered 
by the word as ana-baptists, heretics, knaves, deceivers and 
movers of sedition, and be regarded as fit subjects for persecu- 
tion. But, thank God, we know the reason of our suffering ; we 
know also that he who called us to this grace, and in whom we 
put our trust, will successfully plead our cause, and will faith- 
fnlly stand by and deliver his poor oppressed children, in every 
time of need, to the advancement of his eternal praise and ever- 
lasting glory. 

Though our persecutors assert that our separation from them 
is the result of pnre obstinacy and caprice, yet their declaration 
is false and unjust, in the presence of God who knoweth the 
hearts of all men ; because onr separation has no other founda- 
tion nor design than this, that we desired, in our weakness, to 
observe with all onr heart the word of God, and keep his com- 
mandments ; and that we might, in real charity, and in fact, 
show to the whole world that they lie in wickedness, and are 
strangers to God and his word, to the end that they may, in due 
time, awake and turn from iniquity. For how can they in truth, 
teach others generosity, chastity, humility, and ^^«rj 'sxsN.xsao^^ 
they themselves are abandoned to viwvi^A^'''^'^^'*'"^ ^"^^ ^-^^^^^ 
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and addicted to every vice ? It would be the height of folly for 
a person to point out the right way to others, warning them o. 
robbers and murderers, while he hijnself would take a winding* 
unfrequented road and voluntarily offer himself an easy prey to 
thieves and robbers. My brethren may reflect upon what I 
mean. 

It is not sufficient for a sincere christian merely to speak the 
truth ; but be must also demonstrate in power and in deed, that 
which he speaks, conforming himself thereunto, or he shall hear, 
with the Pharisees : You say, and do not; (Matt. 23,) and also 
as Paul, in writing to the Romans, says of the Jews : Yon that 
teach a man should not steal, do you steal ? You that say a man 
should not commit adultery, do you commit adultery ? You 
that abhor idols, do you commit sacrilege ? Yon that boast of 
the law, do you, through breaking the law, dishonor God? 
(Rom. 2.) 

In short, a christian teaches and acts ; he professes and prac- 
tices ; he believes and obeys ; he directs and advances ; his 
heart, word and deed are in unison ; if not he is a hypocrite, and 
DO christian ; as, alas ! there are numbers in our day, who boast 
highly of knowledge and wisdom, though in power they are vain 
and unfruitful. . 

Again, we reply: That our persecutors do violently and un- 
justly accuse us of condemning and banishing them to hell. Ah 
DO 1 far be it from us to condemn any man under heaven before 
his time, let him be ever so wicked. For we are well aware that 
the scriptures say : Condemn not, that you be not condemned. 
(L Cor. 4 ; Matt. 7 ; Luke 6.) There is one who, in the fulness 
of time, will judge all men, every man according to his works, 
namely, he to whom the Father has committed all judgment; 
(2 Cor. 5,) whosoever usurps his judgment shall not go unpun- 
ished. Moreover, we know not the measure of grace, the sinner 
may be made partaker of before death, in order that, in con- 
demning others, we might be innocent in the sight of the Lord. 
Nevertheless, we are permitted to judge and speak by the word 
of God, as follows: If a miser does not abandon his avaricious 
principles ; a whoremonger his lewdness ; a drunkard his strong 
drink ; an idolater his worshipping of strange gods ; and by a 
pious, penitent life, turn to the true and living God with sorrow 
and anguish of heart, in the operative faith of Jesus Christ, he 
is no christian, nor shall he inherit the kingdom of God: (Rom. 
1 ; 1 Cor. 6,) if sentence is thus passed, it is not we that judge, 
but the scriptures ; as Christ says : He that rejecteth me, and 
receiveth not my words, hath one that judgeth him : the word 
that I have spoken, the same shall judge lum in the last day. 
We are well assured that God doea, «kiid <^&u save no man con- 
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trary to his word ; (Gkl. 5; John 12,) for he is truth, and caii« 
' not lie. Where there is no faith, no newness of mind, there iR 
no repentance, nor sorrow of heart, &c., (John 14; Tit. 1,) npon 
such, alas! Christ has already passed sentence, saying: Ii ye 
believe not that I am he, ye snail die in yonr sins ; if ye repent 
not, ye shall all perish ; and more similar expressions. (John 
8; Luke 13.) 

Brethren, we therefore jndfife no man with oar word before 
the time, as yon well know ; but we commit that anto Jesaa 
Christ and his word, who will judge them in due season ; we do 
not condemn them by our separation, as they complain ; but we 
teach and admonish them by word and work, with all diligence 
and threatening, that they cease from evil, follow that which ia 
good, do righteousness, seek and fear God in a good conscience, 
lest they die in sin and unbelief, and abide forever the wrath an<i 
judgment of God. (Ps. 33; Pet. 3.) Nevertheless, the pure 
charity and faithful service of the pious are ascribed to bad mo« 
tives, and construed to their disgrace. 

In the fifih place, many cover their tyranny and shedding of 
blood with a thin fig-leaf, and say : We judge you not, but the 
emperor's mandate judges you. 

We reply : If our persecutors are christians, and have the 
knowledge of Christ, as they suppose, we earnestly desire in the 
spirit of humanity, for God s sake, that they would draw a com- 
parison between the emperor and Christ, and observe with 
attention, whether the emperor and Christ are of one spirit ; 
whether he walks as Christ taught his disciples : also, that the(2f 
would compare the emperor's mandate with the gospel of Christ. 
If they discover that the emperor does not agree with Christ ia 
spirit and in life ; and that his mandate, in accordance with 
which they frame their conduct, is contrary to the gospel, then 
they must acknowledge that the emperor is no christian, and 
that his mandate is proscribed and accursed in the presence of 
God. 

It is the most lamentable blindness that they fear and honor 
the poor, earthly emperor more than Christ Jesus, and pay 
more respect to his blood-thirsty, malicious mandate, than to 
the gospel of love. Yet they desire to be considered christians. 
I ihat the emperor and his subjects were christians I This is 
our most earnest desire. Then would be spared a great deal of 
innocent blood, which is now spilt like water, contrary to all 
scripture and charity. 

Say now, all who are guilty of innocent blood, and who pal- 
liate your conduct with the emperor's mandate ; where have you 
read a single passage in the whole life of Christ, which auth.<^ 
rizes men to shed blood and puii\aVi vi\W\ \)ct^ ^'^o.x^^^x ^-s^^nss^"^ 
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sake ? Where have tlie apostles once taught or countenanced 
flnch a practice ? Should not the cause of the Spirit (understand 
faith,) be reserved unto the judgment of the Spirit? Why do 
you and the emperor place yourselves in God's stead, judginar 
things which you understand not, neither are they commanded 
you? Do you not consider what befel Pharaon, Antiochus, 
Herod, and many others, because they feared not the Most 
High, and vented their wrath against his people ? (Eph. 1.) 
Consider, you tyrants and blood-thirsty ! that the emperor is 
i^ot the head of Christ, but that Christ is the head of the em- 
peror ; that the emperor shall not judge and govern Christ, but 
Christ the emperor. (Colt 2 ; Heb. 2.) Dear men, how can you 
be so arrogant and so rebellious against him who created yon ? 
Do you consider the scriptures as mockery and as destitute of 
tmth ? Or do you hope that your glass will remain forever, and 
that it will never run out ? Stand in awe of Him who looks np 
the heavens and the earth in the palm of his hand, who sends 
forth the lightning, gives wings to the tempest, and shakes the 
foundations of the mountains^ who rules all things with the word 
of his power, at whose name every knee shall bow, of things in 
heaven and things in earth, and things under the earth, and to 
whom every tongue shall confess that he is the Lord, (Dent. 
32 ; Phil. 2 ;) as soon as he calls, you must appear at his tri- 
bunal, (his summons is peremptory) no matter who yon are, 
where you be, or what your pretensions ; there will be no equiv- 
ocation, no counsel, no excuse; when he calls, yon must be 
there to give an account ; you maybe no longer steward, (Luke 
16 ;) yet a little while, and the wicked shall not be ; though his 
throne is exalted unto heaven, and his dominion extends to the 
ends of the earth, yet in a short time, he shall be sought for, and 
shall not be found. (Ps. 37 ; 2 Mac. 2.) 

Therefore, beloved brethren and children in the Lord, be of 
sincere minds, and full of consolation in Christ Jesus; for all 
who persecute you shall be as grass ; and all their power and 
glory as the flower of the field ; f Isa. 40 ; 1 Pet. 2,) therefore, 
be not afraid of perishable, mortal man, but fear the Lord who 
has chosen you ; for all the children of men shall wither as the 
grass, vanish as a mist, and wax old as a garment ; but you 
shall abide forever, (as the scripture testifies,) and your ^ouls 
shall enjoy everlasting life. (Isa. 51 ; 1 John 2.) 

Yes, dearly beloved, the longed-for day of your visitation is 
at hand, in which you shall stand up with great power against 
those who have troubled yon, (Wis. 3, 5.) and exacted your 
sweat and toil, nay, your blood and life, (Matt. 4 ;) then shall 
onr persecutors be as ashes under the soles of our feet ; and 
know, but too iate, that empetOT, k\w^, duke, prince, crown, 
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sceptre, majesty, power, sword and mandate, are but earth, 
dast, wind and smoke. 

Against this day, all afflicted and oppressed Christians, who 
now labor under the cross of Christ, console themselves, in the 
firm hope of a future life, and commit all tyrants with their 
heathenish mandates unto God and his judgments ; they remain 
firmly attached unto Christ Jesus and his holy word, and con- 
form thereunto, their whole doctrine, faith, sacraments and life, 
never paying respect to any other doctrine or mandate ; even 
as the Father commanded from heaven, (Matt. 17,) and as Christ 
Jesus with his holy apostles taught in all clearness, leaving it as 
a legacy unto all pious, god-fearing children. 

I suppose, beloved brethren, it is sufficiently evident that the 
apology of tyrants, (in which they aver the justice and right of 
the outrageous murders,) is perfectly futile and barbarous ; and 
that their accusation against as has no foundation in truth, is 
diametrically opposed to Christ and his word, nay, contrary to 
the principles of love, justice and equity. May the Father of 
mercies grant unto all, who suffer for his truth's sake, a sound 
understanding of his word and truth, and a freedom of mind in 
all temptations. Amen. 

We will now, by the grace of God, show, in few words, how 
greatly it serves for our good, that our flesh is afflicted and 
tempted with many crosses and tribulations here upon earth. 

Beloved brethen, when we consider the weakness of our sinfiil 
nature, (Gen. 6,) and how prone we all are to evil from our 
youth ; that in our flesh dwelleth no good thing, (Bom. 7,) and 
that we drunk iniquity and ungodliness like water : as Eliphks, 
the Temanite, said to Job. And have, at all times, (though we 
seek and fear God,) an affection for the things of time and sense, 
(Job 15,) the gracious God and Father, who, through his eternal 
love, is always greatly concerned for his children, has prepared, 
and left in his house, an excellent remedy therefor, namely, the op- 
pressive cross of Christ ; so that we, who, in unbounded, mercy are 
received, through Christ Jesus, to the glory of the Father, be- 
lieving in pureness of heart on Christ Jesus, ^nd love him in 
our weakness, may, through the aforesaid cross, that is, through 
much affliction, forsake all the transitory delights and enjoy- 
ments of earth, die unto the world and the flesh, love God alone, 
set our afiection on things above, where Christ sitteth on the 
right hand of God, (Col, 3 ;) as Peter also says : Forasmuch, 
then, says he, as Christ hath suffered for us in the flesh, arm 
yourselves likewise with the same mind ; for he that hath suf- 
fered in the flesh, hath ceased from sin ; that he no longer should 
live the rest of his time in the flesh, to the lusts of men^^vs.^ ^^ 
thewUlofGod. (1 Pet. 4.) 
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It appears to me utterly impossible, beloved brethren, that 
they, who voluntarily submit to the word and will of God, who 
are willing and prepared to support the word in all things, being 
for this reason constantly persecuted and afflicted, slandered, 
imprisoned, robbed and put to death, should turn again and set 
their affection upon sensual pleasures, and the vain and sinful 
desires of the world. I^or, of what value are money and pos- 
sessions, if we but believe, that we have in heaven a better and 
an enduring substance, that temporal riches can neither render 
us happy, nor afford us relief, (Matt. 6 ; Heb. 10,) and that we 
know not how soon they may be taken from us by robbers ? 
Or, why should we gratify the lusts of the flesh, when we look 
for, and expect nothing else every instant, than to be appro- 
liended by the officers, and be treated by the executioners after 
this manner, be racked, tortured, drowned, burned and assas- 
sinated? Moreover, how can the world afford us any enjoy- 
ment, seeing we are looked upon by the whole world as 
deceivers, heretics, scorners and fools ? 

Forasmuch as eternal Wisdom recognizes an extreme weak- 
ness, and sincere earthly toil, peace, and felicity have so great a 
tendency to ruin and undo us before our God, and to render ns 
careless, refractory, lukewarm and drowsy, he has appointed 
his cross as an awakening rod for the use of all his followers, by 
which, as a faithful Father, he restrains, awakes and excites 
the children of his love ; as Solomon says, (Prov. 3, 12.) My 
son, despise not the chastening of the Lord ; neither be weary 
of his correction ; for whom the Lord loveth he correcteth ; he 
chasteneth every son in whom he delighteth. (Rev. 3.) If ye 
endure chastening, God dealeth with you as with sons ; for what 
son is he whom the father chasteneth not ? But if ye be without 
chastisement, whereof all are partakers, then are ye bastards, 
and not sons. (Heb. 12.) Furthermore, we have had fathers of 
our flesh which corrected us, and we gave them reverence : Shall 
we not much rather be in subjection unto the Father of spirits, 
and live ? For they verily, for a few days, chastened us after 
their own pleasure ; but he, for our profit, that we might be 
partakers of his holiness, (Heb. 7, 10.) 

Behold, brethren, these words of the apostle are, beyond 
measure, gracious, and replete with consolation unto all those 
who have to bear the cross of Christ ; for, as a strict and faith- 
ful father who loves his children, desiring to teach and instruct 
them that which is best, does, sometimes, out of pure paternal 
love, admonish, chasten and punish them with stripes for the 
edification and promotion of his dear children, not regarding the 
' paiD inflicted in the flesh, in order that they may not despise 
their father's will, command and \o\c«, but that they may fear 
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and obey with all their heart, learn and practice modesty, piety 
and docility ; so does our heavenly Father ofttimes chasten his 
elect children with his paternal rod, that they may hear and 
obey him in his holy word, will and commandment, practice 
piety and every moral virtue, fear God with sinceritv of heart, 
unite not, nor familiarize themselves with the world, live no 
longer nnto flesh and blood; and hereby, as obedient and 
chastened children of God, be finally made partakers of tii^ 
promised kingdom and inheritance. 

But if thev refuse the rod of chastisement, reject the cross of 
Christ, and become, in consequence of their Father's kind chas- 
tening, the longer, the more abandoned and refractory, despising 
their Father's will and word, dealing and acting according to 
their own inclination, they must at last be cast off and be con- 
sidered as infamous bastards. 

Therefore, holy brethren, refuse not the rod and correction 
of your kind Father, for its tendency is extremely beneficial, 
namely, that you lay aside every weight and the sins which so 
easily beset you, and in all things, wiUiout exception, fear, love, 
and obey your Father. Thus, is this rod of the cross of Christ 
pure love and benevolence, and not indignation and wrath : as 
may be perceived and evinced by the spirit of God, and not by 
the dictates of the flesh. 

For a similar reason did God ofttimes permit his people Israel 
to be chastized by the Philistines, Assyrians, Chaldeans, &c., 
when they forgot and rebelled against their God, in order that, 
by such scourges and punishments, they might a^ain seek their 
God, hear his law, cease from evil, and act uprightly in all things. 
Notwithstanding, the paternal punishment was for the most part 
lost upon Israel ; as the Prophet says. He hath often reproved, 
but what did it avail ? The rod amendeth not the wicked chil- 
clren, saith the Lord God. (Ezek. 31.) 

Behold, also, famine and plague, tribulation and anguish, are 
sent as scourges for amendment. But for all these things they 
shall not turn from their wickedness, nor be always mindful of 
the scourges. (2 Esdras. 16, 19, 20.) 

Again : Thou hast stricken them, but they have not grieved ; 
thou hast punished them for amendment, but they refused to re- 
ceive correction : They have made their feuses harder than a 
rock ; they have refused to return. ( Jer. 5.) 

The above cited words of the prophet snow plainly why the 
Israelites were so often punished and stricken of the Lord, 
namely, that they might turn themselves from iniquity. Yet 
all in vain, as the prophets complain and declare in the above 
words. 

Beloved brethren, let this serve ^ou aa^ %xk ^Asskw^^^*^^^ 
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Tou be not like circumstanced with disobedient and hard- 
hearted Israel, bat that yon willingly submit yonrselves to the 
chastening and correction of yonr merciful Father, reflecting 
upon that which is written : When we are judged, we are 
chastened of the Lord, that we should not be condemned with 
the world. (1 Cor. 11, 32.) 

Therefore, dearly beloved brethren and sisters in the Lord, 
reject not the chastening and instruction of your affectionate 
Father, but receive, with abundant joy, the exhortation of his 
sincere affection, giving thanks, that through his paternal favor 
he has chosen you in Christ Jesus, as the children of his love, 
taught you and called you bv the word of his power, (Eph. I.) 
enlightened you with the Holy Spirit, that through the salutary 
influence of the cross of Christ yon may restore to health your 
poor, weak, mortal flesh, which is obnoxious to so many loath- 
some infectious diseases of concupiscence, and wean it entirely 
from the pleasures and enjoyments of the world, that you may 
be made partakers of the cross of Christ, and rendered conform- 
able unto his death, (Phil. 3,) and, by this means, attain unto 
the resurrection of the dead ; as Paul, in a certain place in- 
structs, saying : We are troubled on every side, yet not dis- 
tressed ; we are perplexed, but not in despair ; persecuted, but 
not forsaken ; cast down, but not destroyed ; alwavs bearing 
about in the body of the dying of the Lord Jesus, that the life 
also of Jesus might be made manifest in our body. (2 Cor. 4, 
8, 9, 10.) But we who live, surrender ourselves daily unto 
death for Jesus' sake, that the life also of Jesus might be made 
manifest in our mortfil flesh. 

Behold, for this caase, he teaches, admonishes, threatens, chas- 
tens, and rebukes, that we should deny ungodliness and worldly 
lusts, die entirely unto the world, flesh and the devil, seek our trea- 
sure, portion and inheritance in heaven, alone love and believe 
the only true, living and eternal God, looking in patience for 
that blessed hope, and the glorious appearing of the great God, 
and our Saviour Jesus Christ, who g^ve himself for us, that he 
might redeem us from all iniquity, and purify unto himself a 
peculiar people, serving him in righteousness and godliness all 
the days of our life. (Tit. 2.) 

And for the same reason James says : (James 1.) My 
brethren, count it all joy when ye fall into diverse temptations ; 
knowing this, that the trying of your faith worketh patience. 
But let patience have her perfect work, that ye may be perfect 
and entire, wanting nothing ; for as gold in passing through the 
fire is severed from the dross, and becomes more and morie re- 
iSned ; so, the sasceptible man of God is subdued, purified, and 
reined, in the fiery furnace ot ttSSL\&\i<QY^ W»X» Va may enhance 
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the everlasting prais^ and glory of Christ and the Father, and 
may oat of a pnre heart, without hindrance, fear, love, honor, 
thank, and serve the same eternal God. 

And this is the word that is written in the book of Wisdom, 
namely : Having been a little chastised, they shall be greatly 
rewarded : For God proved them, and found them worthy for 
himself. As gold in the furnace hath he tried them, and re- 
ceived them as a burnt- offering. And in the time of their visi- 
tation, they shall shine, and run to and fro like sparks among 
the stubble. They shall judge the nations, and have dominion 
over the people, and their Lord shall rei^n forever. (Wis. 3.) 

Beloved brethren, be yoUf therefore, full of consolation in the 
Lord, and bear willinglv your tribulation as piobs soldiers of 
Christ, that you may please him who hath called and chosen 
you as soldiers : For, says Paul, (2 Tim. 2) if a man also strive 
for masteries, yet is not crowned, except he strive lawfully. 
Conduct yourselves, therefore, valiantly in the strife, and you 
shall gain favor in the eyes of your King ; but if you become 
intimidated, throw down your arms, and forsake the combat, 
you shall receive no crown ; for he that endureth unto the end 
says Christ, shall be saved. (Matt. 10.) 

I fear that some may be found among our voung and inex- 
perienced brethren, who suffer themselves to be perplexed by 
the fleeting thought. Wherefore doth the way of the wicked 
and ungodly prosper ? And why do the righteous suffer much 
tribulation ? (Jer. 12 ; Ps. 73.) Yea, it appears in the eyes of 
the imprudent as if the ungodly were bom to prosper ; for they 
grow and increase like a blossoming branch. They marry and 
are given in marriage ; they sow, plant, and gather the grain 
into bams ; they hoard up money in their chests ; their dwell- 
ings are magnificent and filled with costlv things ; they deck 
themselves with gold and silver, with silk and velvet : they 
nourish their hearts as in a day of slaughter. (James 4.) Their 
fietfis and meadows flourish luxuriantly ; their cattle are healthy 
and prolific ; their children are raerrv, gay and vigorous in their 
flight ; they play upon the organ and the tambour, the viol and 
the lute ; they sing and leap for joy, and say to their souls : 
Bejoice, and be gay while life endures. 

Their preachers confirm and console them, and their worship 
10 a pleasure exceeding all pleasures. In short, it would appear 
as if they were loved and blessed of God with a peculiar love, 
and that the righteous are accursed and hated of God with a 
peculiar hatred ; for they are like a slender shrub in a barren 
soil ; like a poor frighted owl that is persecuted by all other 
birds ; like a pelican of tfee wilderness*, «txA «j& «* «^^Ytw» ^w^a 
under the root (Im. 53 ; Pb. 102.^ ikXL ^\iO \wiV\k^wi'0B8s«i^ 
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mock them ; all who know them, despise them. There is no 
kingdom, principality, citj, nor country, laft*ge enongh to endure 
and tolerate a poor, rejected Christian. All who abuse, slander, 
and injure them, think they do God service. 

Brethren, were we to speak, or judge afler the manner of 
men, we would doubtless complain with holy Jeremiah, and say, 
(Jer. 12.) Bighteous art thou, Lord, when I plead with thee : 
yet, let me talk with thee of thy judgments. Wherefore doth 
the way of the wicked prosper ? Wherefore are all they happy 
that deal very treacherously ? Agaiu : (Heb. 1.) Wherefore 
lookest thou unon them that deal treacherouslv, and boldest thy 
tongue when tne wicked devoureth the man that is more right- 
eous than he ? and Esdras, (2 £sd. 3 :) Are they of Babylon 
better than they of Sion ? Asaph's feet were almost gone, his 
steps had well nigh slipped, when he saw the prosperity of the 
wicked, and observed the opposition and tribulation of the 
righteous. (Ps. 73.) 

I counsel and admonish all who have to contend with such 
thoughts, that they direct their hearts and eyes unto the Lord's 
word, and observe with attention that which is written concern- 
ing the end and issue of both : and first of the ungodly. They 
spend their days in wealth, says Job, (Chap. 21,) and in a mo- 
ment they go down to the grave. Again : Fret not, thyself, 
says David, because of evil doers, neither be thou envious 
against the workers of iniquity ; for they shall soon be cut down 
like the grass, and wither as the green nerb. Again, If ye live 
after the flesh, says Paul : Ye shall die ; to be carnally minded 
is death, (Ps. 37 ; Bom. 8, and many similar passages.) 

But respecting the end of the righteous, it is written : The 
souls of the righteous are in the hand of God, and there shall 
no torment touch them. In the sight of the^nnwise they seemed 
to die : and their departure is taken for misery, and their going 
from us to be utter destruction ; but they are in peace. (Wis. 
3, 1, 2, 3.) Many are the afflictions of the righteous, but the 
Lord delivereth him out of them all. (Ps. 34.) Again : Bleksed 
are ye when men shall revile and persecute you, and say all 
manner of evil against you, falsely, lor my sake. Bejoice and 
be exceeding glad ; for great is your reward in heaven. (Matt. 
5.) Again ; seeing, says Paul : It is a righteous thing with 
God, to recompense tribulation to them that trouble you ; and 
to you who are troubled rest with us, when the Lord Jesus shall 
be revealed from heaven with his mighty angels in flaming fire, 
taking vengeance on them that know not God, and that obey 
not the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ : who shall be punished 
with everlasting destruction from the presence of the Lord, and 
from the glory of his power. (2 Thees. 1,} when he shall come 
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to be glorified in his saints, and to be admired in them that be- 
lieve ; yea, all who truly read, believe, and understand, the 
scriptures, and have a correct perception of the vast dissimi- 
larity in end and issue of both, will not envy them their short- 
lived prosperity, joy, and felicity, and will, by the grace of God, 
be prepared for, and find consolation in, their own cross, tribu- 
lation and affliction. 

Moreover^ brethren, we are well aware that the cross appears 
to the flesh as grievous, harsh, and severe, and is not, m this 
life, looked upon as productive of joy, but much rather of sor- 
row; as Paul says. (Heb. 11.) Yet, since it contains within it- 
self, a source of profit and delight, in that it adds to the piety 
of the pious, separates them from the world and the flesh, makes 
them revere God and his word, as mentioned above ; and that 
it is also the Father's holy will that by it the sincere be ap- 
proved, and the pretender exposed in his hypocrisy ; therefore, 
all the true children of God are prepared through love, to do 
^tbe will of the Father, rejoicing in it ; as Paul says, (Gal. 6.) 
God forbid that I should glory, save in the cross of the Lord 
Jesus Christ, by whom the world is crucified unto me, and I 
unto the world. Again: The apostles departed from the pre- 
sence of the council, rejoicing that they were counted worthy 
to suffer shame for his name. (Acts 5, 41.) 

Forasmuch as we are well convinced that our weak flesh, is 
very intimately united with us, and is a source* of vexation as 
we find in the case of Job, Jeremiah, Elijah, and many others, 
as also of our Lord himself who earnestly desired that, if it 
were possible, the cup might be removed from him, nay, in ex- 
cess of agony he trembled, quaked, and sweat as it were great 
drops of blood, so that an angel appeared uoto him from heaven 
strengthening him, (Luke 22,) therefore our best counsel is, that 
in faith and humility of heart, we fly for refuge to our God, as . 
all sincere beieirers of the cross have done from the beginning : 
and seek, in full confidence, his grace, aid, assistance, and con- 
solation ; for whom does he forsake that trusts in him ? and 
who hath called upon him, that he did not hear ? he is our God 
and Father ; he is our Lord and King ; our helper and pro- 
tector ; our strength and fortress ; our consolation and reiuge 
in the time of need ; he is the horn of our salvation and our 
shadow at noonday. By my God, says David, have I leaped 
over a wall. (Fs. 18; Isa. 4.) If God is for us who can be 
against us? we can do all things through Christ, who 
strengthens us. To him commit thy cause ; he worketh in his 
saints that which is pleasing in his sight. Some he has rescued 
from the hands of tyrants, some he has preserved in the m\d*e^^ 
of fire ; for others he has stopped l\i^ mo\!L\)bA ^l ^^t^t.^ ^».^\»-- 
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veniog lions; (Dan. 3, 6,) he has released some from prison and 
confinement, others have trampled the fear of death \inder their 
feet, and through the strength of their faith, have triumphantly 
and victoriously conquered hunger, thirst, shame, derision, 
nakedness, stripes, imprisonment, anguish, and, in addition, the 

fallows, rack, massacre, torture, water, fire, life and. death, &c. 
Jer. 26 ; Acts 5, 12, 6 ;) they were actuated by the constrain- 
ing effective influence of divine love, which converts the bitter 
into sweet, and the horrible into that which is greatly to be de- 
sired. Love, says Solomon, is strong as deatn ; many waters 
cannot quench it, neither can the floods drown it ; all who 
possess it, ought to say with Paul : Who shall separate us from 
the love of God ? shall tribulation, or distress, or persecution, or 
famine, or nakedness, or peril, or sword? (Bom. 8.) As it is 
written : For thy sake we are killed all the day lonjr; we are 
accounted as sheep for the slaughter. (Ps. 43.) Nay, in all 
these things we are more than conquerors through him that 
loved us : For I am persuaded, that neither death, nor life, 
&c., shall separate us from the love of God, which is in Christ 
Jesus our Lord. 

Therefore, beloved brethren, bearers of the cross of the Lord, 
know you God, fear and love him, believe and confide in him, 
love and serve him, and that in the fulness of pureness of heart, 
according to the example of all saints, and of Christ Jesus : and 
the Father of mercies and of truth, in the excellency of his love, 
will not forsake you, but will care for you as the apple of his 
eye, will support you, with all the faithiul, in every misfortune 
and extremity, will extend his hand, and g^ard and preserve 
YOU, in life or in death, as is pleasing in his sight, to the en- 
hancement of his glory, and to the salvation of your own souls, 
for he is so kind and faithful, that he will not suffer yoa to be 
tempted above that you are able, but will in his boundless 
mercy, make a way for you to escape if you only remain stead- 
fast in the belief of his word, and consider him as your faithful 
Father. (1 Cor. 10.) 

Dear brethren, if, in your trials and temptations, you exhibit 
such evidence as here related ; drinking with patience the cup 
of the Lord ; bearing witness of Christ Jesus and his holy, ines- 
timable word, in action, and conversation ; suffering yourselves, 
in perfect constancy, to be led as meek lambs to the slaughter, 
for his testimony's sake ; then will the name of the Lord be 
sanctified, and exalted with praise and abundant glory; the 
hope of the righteous shall be revealed ; the kingdom of heaven, 
spread abroad ; the word of God acknowledged ; and your poor 
weak brethren and companions in the Lord, edified and con- 
iSrmed by this your plain dealing. 
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Yea, my brethren, in the raanner here related, we are informed 
and instructed, even nnto this day, by the offering and blood ot 
Abel ; b.y the faith and obedience of Abraham, Isaac, and 
Jacob ; the chastity of Joseph ; the patience of Job and of 
Tobit; the excellent and manly confession of Eleazer; the 
mother and her seven sons, (Heb, 11, 12; Rom. 4; Gen. 39; 
Job 2 ; Tob. 2 ; 2 Mace. 6, 7 ;) the candor, constancy, and piety 
of all the pious before us ; the pure, unspotted love, (Heb. 11,) 
humility, peace, righteousness, and pure voluntary offering of 
Jesus Christ, who, according to divine promise, was sent from 
heaven, in everlasting love, by God our heavenly Father, and 
descended upon earth as an infallible teacher, and as an eternal 
example of all good. [Matt. 23 ; John 13 ; Chap. 3 ; 1 John. 4.) 

My dearly beloved brethren and sisters in Christ Jesus, dis- 
persed abroad in every land, for whom, out of pare, christian 
love and duty, I have composed and written this exhortation : 
I will now draw to a conclusion, and I do entreat you, in all 
humility, that you consider well, in the first place, the nature of 
the people who so malevolently persecute you, spoiling your 
property, and destroying your lives. 

Secondly, why they persecute and iniure yon. Thirdly, that 
all saints, as also Christ Jesus himself, have suffered and all the 
pious must suffer persecution ; as may be seen. Fourthly, how 
lutile all^ their arguments are, with which they try to excuse 
themselves of their bloody deeds, accusing us, as though they 
did right, and we merited every kind of punishment and dis- 
grace. 

Fifthly, )iow profitable and advantageous to us is the cross of 
Christ, which, for sake of the Lord's word, we must take up and 
bear daily, since it is our desire to hear, believe and obey Christ 
Jesus. Now, if you consider with discretion, according to the 
scriptures, and reflect, in purity of heart, upon these five points, 
I have not the least doubt that this exercise will afford you 
invincible strength, and an invulnerable armor and shield against 
all tribulatiotk, persecution and distress. 

Finally, I beseech i^nd exhort you to consider with earnest 
diligence that which is promised to all the conquering soldiers 
of Christ Jesus in the world to come, namely, the eternal, incor- 
ruptible kingdom, the crown of glory, and the life unending and 
immortal. (1 Pet. 1 ; Heb. 10 ; 2 Tim. 4.) Therefore, thou 
people of God I equip thyself and make readv for battle, not 
with external weapons and armor, as the blood-thirsty bar- 
barous world, but with the firmness of confidence, the tranquillity 
of patience, and the vehement ardor of prayer. There is no 
alternative, the combat of the cross must be m^\i\axs!ka^>^^i>S^ 
the wine-press of affliction must be Vxod^i^w. Ci ^wi.\srA& *«^^x^ 
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sister of Christ, prepare thyself; the thorny crown must pierce 
thy head ; and the nails transfix thy hands and feet ; thy person 
must be scourged, and thy face spit npon. Gird thyself round 
about, and be prepared ; for thou must go forth with thy Lord 
and Bridegroom without the city, bearing his reproach, (Heb. 
13.) On Golgotha thou must offer up thy sacrifice. Awake 
and pray, for thy enemies are more numerous than the hairs of 
thy head, more innumerable than the sand of the sea. (£sd. 16; 
Tob. 7.) Though their hearts, hands, feet, and swords are ex- 
ceedingly red, and stained with blood, be not dismayed ; for God 
is thy leader. Thy life on earth is an incessant warfare. Strive 
valiantly, and thou shalt receive the promised crown. 

Tp him that overcometh will I ^ve to eat of the tree of life, 
which is in the midst of the paradise of Ood, and of the hidden 
and heavenly manna. (Rev. 1.) 

Him thdt overcometn will God make a pillar in his temple, 
and will write upon him his name and the name of the new Jeru- 
salem. 

He that overcometh shall not be hurt by the second death. 
He that overcometh, the same shall he clothed in white raiment ; 
and his name shall not be blotted out of the book of life, but 
Christ Jesus will confess his name before his heavenly Father, 
and before his angels. (Rev. 3.) 

He that overcometh shall sit with Christ in his thiyne, even 
as Christ overcome, and has sat down with his Father on his 
throne. 

thou soldier of God, prepare thyself and fear not ! The 
wine-press thou must tread ; tnou must go the narrow way. and 
enter in through the strait gate unto eternal life. (Matt 7.) 

The Lord is thy strength, thy refuge and consolation ; he flies 
with thee to foreign lands ; he is with thee in fire and in water ; 
he will never leave thee, nor forsake thee ; yea, he will come 
quickly, and his great reward shall be with him. 

Blessed are they which are persecuted for righteousness' 
sake ; for theirs is the kingdom of heaven. (Mattel.) 

Be not grieved that thou are black ; (Cant. 1) thou art still 
comely and pleasing to the King. • 

As a rose thou, must grow among thorns, and be stung with 
the prickles. (Ps. 44.) Rejoice for the King delighteth in thy 
comeliness. 

Though in his first appearance he was offered as an innocent 
Lamb, and opened not his mouth, yet the time shall come when 
he will appear in judgment as a triumphant Prince and a vic- 
torious King. (Tsa. 53 ; Chap. 42.) Then will our persecutors 
look upon him whom they pierced. (Rev. 1,) then will thc»y cry 
aloud and exclaim : Ye mouTiVaitva ^^Al m^oq us, hide us y*e 
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hills, (Rer. 6.) Bat you shall leap and dance in excessive joy 
like calves of the stall. (Matt 4.) Joy and exaltation will 
never forsake you ; for your King, feridegroom and Redeemer, 
Christ Jesus, will remain with you forever ; there shall be no 
more death, neither sorrow, nor crying, neither shall there be 
any more pain ; and all tears shall be wiped away from your eyes. 
(Rev. 21.) 

Praise, thanksgiving, and glory to God, shall flow from 
your mouth in an eternal stream. I repeat it, strive, the crown 
of glory is prepared, — shrink not, neither draw back ; for yet a 
little while, and he that shall come, will come, and will not tarry. 
The just shall live by faith : bat if vou draw back the Lord's 
soal shall have no pleasure in von. (Hab. 2 ; Heb. 10.) 

Take heed and watch, lest the fire of the cross consume yon 
as wood, hay and stubble, (2 Cor. 3 ; Matt. 1) and the rains and 
storms of persecution overthrow the house. (Matt. 13.) Let not 
the heat ot the sun wither the cross, lest like the dog yon tarn 
agaia to that which you have ejected. (2 Pet. 2.) Let not yoor 
garments and your feet, which yon have washed, become un- 
clean, lest seven worse spirits enter yon, and so the last error be 
worse than the first. (Luke 12.) 

Therefore, beloved brethren and sisters in the Lord, fear God 
with all your heart, and with all your souls, and seek him with 
all vour powers. Watch night and day ; knock before the throne 
of his mercy, that with his paternal hand he mav support yon 
under every affliction, succor you in trouble and distress, and 
faithfully preserve you in his way, word and truth, (Ps. 91,) 
that you may not dash your feet against a stone, and so failing 
in your profession and your life, be overcome and disgraced ; 
but that you may preserve the treasure, intrusted to your care, 
pure and untarnished against that day, and thns obtain, with all 
saints, the promised land, inheritance, kingdom, life and crown. 
May the Father of mercies and of love, grant this unto yon and 
us through his blessed son, Jesus Christ, in the power of his 
eternal Holy Spirit, to his praise, and everlasting glory. Amen 
and Amen. 

Here according to promise, {page 288) the christian reader 
is presented with an account of the unheard of, newly invented, 
dreadftU martyrdom of the christians and believers. An ex- 
tract from Eusehius and others, (cc, Sfc, Tlie author appended 
this with the hope that it would he well received — ** Concerning 

HUMILITY AND MEEKNESS OF THE BELIEVING MaBTTBS OF THAT 

DAY." (Eus. B. V. C. 3.) Presented as a mirror for the pres* 
ent time. 

They followed Christ Jesus in all humility, «.\\3oLWiJ(^*^^R:^ 
were oft made martyrs. 
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However they did not call themselves mariyra nor consented 
that others should call them snch ; but when even one of ns called 
them martys they reproved us severely, saying : That this name 
properly belonged to Christ, who alone was the true and faith- 
fhl Martyr and witness of the truth, the first born of the dead 
and the Kestorer of eternal life. Or that this name could only 
appropriately be given to those, who after laying off a testimony 
had departed this life and gone to God. But we, (say they,) as 
humble poor people, wish alone to adhere undeviatingly to the 
confession, and therefore, they entreated the other brethren 
with tears, that they would pray to God that they might obtain 
the witness of a martur; (full confession) and they were so 
humble, though in truth they were martyrs, still thev avoided 
the honor of the name. But among the heathens they acted 
With all constancy, showed great magnanimity, by scorning the 
offered insults, ana through patience suffered, l^or among the 
brethren they were meek, among persecutors brave, a terror to 
ihe refractory, subject to Christ, opposing the devil ; they hum- 
ble themselves under the mighty hand of God, by which they 
are now exalted ; they favored all, they accused none, relieve 
all, bound none ; prayed for those who persecuted them, as did 
Stephen, saying ; Xord, lay not this sin to their charge. The 
devil opposed tnera powerfully, because they out of great love, 
in Christ Jesus, restored the fallen, whom the devil would fain 
have devoured. They entreated God to give them grace and 
constancy, lest they might depart from the church and become 
h prey to the devil. 

They preferred peace before every thing else, and commanded 
us to maintain peace. They were martyred without cause and 
were conscious that they made no discord among the brethren 
and no grief to the church ; but they admonished assiduously, 
that we should by all means maintain and preserve peace, and 
cherish love, which is the bond of union. 

These things we mentioned for the benefit of the reader, be- 
cause they have been recommended by worthy and beloved 
men. And on account of those who deal so haughty with the 
brethren — and when the pious err through weakness, they have 
no compassion upon them, as if Christ should have no mercy on 
them. We will further relate what we found in the aforemen- 
tioned book. There was one among the number apprehended 
for Christ's sake, called Alcibiades, he led a strict, zealous life, 
he would use no sustenance except bread and water. And as he 
was determined to live thus abstemious in prison,. it was made 
known to Allalas, that Alcibiades did wrong, because he would 
not rightly use the creatures of God, lest he might cause others 
to take onence thereat. But wl^eiv AXeMadea was informed of 
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the matter, he then enjoyed all things with thanksgiving, for 
there was a spirit which taught him and persuaded him to 
obey, &c. 

Afterwards, Montanns, Alcibiades and Theodotins were re- 
garded by many in the land of Phrygia as prophets, for in those 
days many favors were wanted to some of the churches through 
the gift of the Holy Ghost, so they believed that there was im- 
parted the gift of prophecy. And when great contention rose 
among the brethren, the cnurches in France agdin issued their 
sentence, with all discipline, reverence and the true exposition 
of the faith, and brought forward the epistles of the martyrs, 
who among them ended their lives, which they wrote in their 
prisons to the brethren in Asia and Phrygia, &c. 

The whole Bible, especially the 11th chapter of the epistle to 
the Hebrews, speaks of the ^eat crosses, tribulation, me mar- 
tyrdom and deaths of the believers. Here we read of inhuman, 
cruel torturings, such as was not heard before nor since. Boil- 
ing water and oil were poured upon their naked bo'cUes — they 
were placed upon red hot gridirons and roasted there ; their 
members were pierced through with sharp pointed instruments 
— ^they were scourged, and red hot irons were applied to their 
limbs — sharp thorns were thrust into their posterior and privates 
— other indignities were offered liot to be mentioned — hot pitch 
was thrown into their faces — their eyes were bored out with 
pointed irons, —they were beaten from head to foot with clubs- 
they were dragged through the streets by their feet — they were 
suspended and their flesh torn f^om them with pincers, that 
their bodies were all raw, then vinegar, salt and lime were mixed 
and poured upon them, they were then rolled about upon thorns, 
potsherds, broken glass and other sharp instruments, and then 
placed the tortured body upon a gridiron, and roasted them 
liogeringly to protract the pain — rolling the mangled body 
backwartl and forward upon the gridiron till the ghost was 
given up. 

They were cast before beasts of prey, such as lions, bears, and 
leopards ; and before infuriated bulls — and after repeated tor- 
tures, were again cast into prison, and after a short time tor- 
tured them anew, which was repeated often, as we read of Ma- 
ture, Sanato, Allalo and others ; and above all the amiable Blan- 
dina, whom they tortured six different ways — she may properly be 
called the pattern of martyrs. Others died in prison on ac- 
count of their excruciating pains ; some were starved to death 
— some women they hung up by the feet and suffocated with of- 
fensive smoke — flayed them, led them about on camels, and tore 
them to pieces with tongs ; — cast them into privies — their bones 
were broken, and they were cast into clefts o^T^Q}fiA\*Cw£«V!»S>a. 
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were braised so mucli till the brain ran down upoa the earth — cat 
off their sinews and veins then thrast them down precipices — they 
were first severely tortured, butchered like swine and then cast 
into the sea — their abdomen was cut open and barley strewn in, 
and in this condition let hogs devour them — yea, some of the 
tyrants, for fierce anger ate pieces of their livers — they watched 
oay and night, lest their remains would be taken and buriedl — 
they were smeared over with honey and lard, and suspended in 
baskets in the air for the flies, wasps and bees to eat them— - 
Women and virgins were stripped stark naked, and while thus ex- 
loosed, they suspended them by one leg, forcing the head down 
and leiEiving them in this position for one day-^they cut off their 
breasts— horrible I horrible to relate 1 1— melted lead they poured 
into their secrets — forced red hot spears in ! — applied red hot iron 
— sturdy trees they bent down and tied a leg fast to two trees 
and then let them spring up agaiu, and thus tore the women — 
took sharp splinters of pine wood, forced them under the nails 
of their hands, and then set them on fire — ^melted lead they 
poured down their backs. Twenty sharp pointed pieces were 
lorced under the nails of one Benjamin of Persia, this was not 
enough, they forced a sharp ragged tube into his urethra — and 
this was repeatedly done — after tnis a rod full of thorns was ta- 
ken and forced into his posteriors, till the valiant man gave up the 
§host. — It is impossible, nay, incredible, with a few woras to 
escribe the unheard of cruelties and tortures which were prac- 
ticed — besides these other modes of torturing were invented, 
and he that succeeded in inventing the most cruel mode was 
highly honored : The number that were slain, like beasts, was 
so great that even the executioners became &tigaed and thc^ 
swords became dull. 

One king in Persia, as history relates, had sixteen thousand 
slain. Bat the more the christians were opposed the nu^cp 
their number increased, so powerfullv did Christ reign in theiy, 
that the heathens themselves said : The christian blood is a true 
seedf fee 
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Dejlb Keadeb, it is evident, that I am charged behind mj back 
with many slanders and lies of the enyioos, hence I have sought 
briefly to express the feelings of my whole Iwart, ground^ spirit, faifft^ 
doctrine, seeking, &€., in short prayers on the twenty-fifth psalm ; not 
with words of hnman wisdom, nor logically or rhetorically; for 
these I possess not ; bnt in a simple narration of my heart, to show 
the different dispositions of a tme and false Christian, with the whole 
gronnd and hope of my faith, what I maintain concerning Christ 
Jesns, of his doctrine, baptism, supper, ordinance, command and pro- 
hibition. Again : How I am disposed towards lords and princes, and 
towards all who yet sit in the darkness of their unbelief, and know 
not the light of truth ; and that I seek nothing else upon earth, nor 
shall seek by the grace of God, than the pure word of our Lord Jesus 
Christ, and that according to the contents of the scriptures. 

If I do err, which I hope, by the grace of God, is not the case, I 
do pray every one, for the Lord's sake, that I may not be put to 
shame ; if any one has more powerful writings and convincing truth, 
that he through brotherly exhortation and instruction would assist 
me, I desire with my heart to accept of it, if he is right. Deal with 
me as Christ's spirit and word teach ; if any one can convince me of 
an error, by the scriptures, and if I will not renounce it, but continue 
obstinate to the word of God and brotherly admonition, then practice 
upon me the tyranny of Nero, Diocletian, or Maxeritius, as an obdu- 
rate and ungodly heretic ; for this I stand prepared, although this 
ttxndd be contrary to the usages and doctrines of the first church ; for 
it is evident, that they persecuted not on account of faith, much less 
did they kill them, but the erring and heretical they faithfully admon- 
ished, and those who would not return were then excommunicated. 
(Tit. 8.) 

Afterwards, in the time of Arius, they exiled them. Ultimately 
antichrist's bloody tyranny generally prevailed. All had to suffer 
who did not agree with the Pope in his abominations. It is yet the 
case, which alas ! may be plainly seen in many places. 

Many who have neither seen nor heard me, called me a deceiving 
heretic. This must be all endured. I am not better than the pious 
fathers, who had to hear and suffer ; nevertheless, I feel disposed to 
give my life, if it would induce the world rightly to understand my 
seeking, faith and doctrine ; for I assuredly know that I have the 
word 01 God. My reader, pervert not what I write. I desire nothing 
else, before God, who created mc, than to deal plainly, with a living 
voice, before every one, as one willing to be overcome by the spirit 
of Christ, or to overcome ; for my desire is that I and many with me 
be saved ; hence, it is unnecessary to use the sword against me ; if I 
have not the truth, I desire with all my heait \.o>o^VTi&Nxvva\ftftLNa^>Js»s 

as 
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but If I hare, yon then do not persecnte m&, but biniy who is the 
troth, Christ Jesus. 

Again, I say, with Christ's spirit and word I desire to overcome, or 
to be oy^reome ; in this I appeal to all the world. But it is in vain — 
the truth thej will rejeet, and maintain and defend lies with the 
Bword ; for it is the tme ^sposition and manner of antichrist to do- 
fame, slander, apprehend, torture, bnm and mnrder, contrary to the 
spirit and word of God. Bnt the Lord will see and judge it. (2 
ChroB. 14.) 

I would, therefore^ faithfully admonish the reader, that he would 
zealously and earnestly striTe after the kingdom of God, and examine 
this Pftalm with assiduity, — eyery word of it, with a snbmissiye, hum- 
ble heart ; I hope he will find, b^ the grace of God, in the examina- 
tion, and see clearly, the trud differenee between a belieyer and an 
unbelieyer. 

May Grod, the Fath^ of our Lord Jesus Christ, grant the reader a 
zealous, ardent heart, a sincere, active faith, unfeigned christian love, 
and obedience to his holy word, through Christ Jesus, his beloyed 
Sou our Lord^ to him be exedasting praise Amen.. 
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EXPLAINED BY WAY OP SUPPLICATION. 

Unto ihbe, Lord, do lUft up tngf sofd, O my Ood, lirust 
in thee ; let me not be ashamed, 

O Lord, thou that bearest rale, Lord of heaven and earth, I 
oaU*thee Lord, thongh I am not worthy to be called thy bbi^ 
yant ; from my youth I did not serre thee, bnt thy enemy, th(i *< 
devil ; him I served diligently, nevertheless, I do not^donbttby 
grace ; for I find in the word of thy truth that thou art a boun* 
tifal, rich Lord to all those who call upon thee. Therefore, I 
call unto thee: Lord hear me, hear me, Lord! (Matt. 11; 
Joel 1 ; Rom. 10.) With full confidence and assurance, I lift 
up, not my head or my hands as the hypocrites do in the syna- 
gogues, bnt my soul. (Matt. 6.) I lifted up my heart, not to 
Abraham, for he never knew us, nor to Israel, for he never had 
knowledge of us, but alone to thee, for thou art our Lord and 
Father, thou art our Redeemer, this is thy name of days of 
yore, as the prophet says. (Isa. 64.) Hence it is, de«r Lord, 
that I trust m thee, for I truly know that thou art a faithfiil 
God over all who trust in thee. (Isa. 43.) . If I am in darkness, 
thou art my light ; am I in prison, thou art with me ; am I for- 
saken, thou art my comfort; am I in death, thou art my life ; 
if they curse me, thou dost bless ; if they grieve me, thou dost 
comfort ; (Ps. 9,) if they wilt slay me, thou wilt raise me up ; 
and if I walk in the dark valley, thou wilt ever be with me. 
(Ps. 9.) It is right, O Lord, tliat I lift up my grieved and mis* 
erable soul to thee, trust in thy promise, and am not ashamed.^ 
(Ps. 23.) 

Let not m£ne enemies triumph over me ; yea, let none that 
wait on thee be ashamed. 

Lord of hosts, Lord of lords, I am weak, miserable and ia 
great distress ; nevertheless, I fear not the sensual sco£Bng of 
my enemies ; but I fear greatly, lest I deny thy adorable and 
revered name, and depart from thy truth, and that they rejoice 
over my weakness and the transgression of thy will, and mock 
me and say : Where is thy God now ? Where is thy Christ ? 
And that thine divine honor be thus reproached through me. 
Lord, preserve me ; keep me, Lora I for my enemies are 
strong and many ; yea, more numerous than the hairs of my 
head, Mid the spires of grass in the &eLii]&\ m^ \»2kJ(^^i&SL ^v^^s^ 
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never at rest ; satan encompasseth me as a roaring lion, that he 
may devour me ; (Rom. 7 ; 1 Pet. 3,) the blood-thirsty, revenge- 
ful world is determined upon joy life ; they also hate, persecute, 
burn and murder those who seek thy praise. Wretched man, I 
know not whither to go, misery, tribulation, fear and dread are 
on every side; strife within, and persecution without I say 
with king Josaphat : If I know not whither to go, I lift my eyes 
unto thee, and depend only on thy grace and mercy, as Abraham 
in Gerar, Jacob in Mesopotamia, Joseph in Egypt, Moses in 
ISIedian, Israel in the wilderness, David in the mountains, Haze- 
kiah in Jerusalem, the young men^ in the fiery furnace, Daniel 
in the lion's den ; yea, all the pious fathers trusted in thee, and 
were not made ashamed. (2 Ohron. 23 ; Gen. 20, 28, 37 ; Exod. 
2, 15, 17 ; Isa. 36 : 1 Sam. 26 ; Dan. 3, 6 ; Ps. 11.) 

Let them he ashamed which transgress without a cause, 

Lord, thou that bearest rule, even as thy merciful grace is 
over all who fear thee, so also is thy fierce ire over all who des- 
pise thee, (Exod. 34,) who walk after their lusts, and dare to 
say with all fools : There is no God ; we have made a covenant 
with death, and with hell an agreement ; God knoweth not what 
We do, thick clouds are a covering to him that he seeth not the 
works of men ; we will eat and drink, to-morrow we will die ; 
(Ps. 13; Isa. 28,) for our life is short and full of trouble, and 
there is no consolation when we have gone hence ; we will live 
in affluence and use tke creatures as we desire ; (Job. 22 ; 2 Cor. 
18,) we will oppress the poor, defraud the righteous, we will 
condemn him with the most disgraceful death. (Wisd. 2.) O, 
dear Lord, thus does the world err, and live every where in the 
lusts of the flesh, lust of the eyes, and in. the pride of life ; (I 
John 2,) in vain deceit, unrighteousness and tyranny, wherever 
we turn. Few are they who fear thy name. Paul says : To be 
carnally minded is death ; sentence is already passed, if we live 
according to the flesh we must die, so teach the scriptures; if 
we do not repent there is nothing more certain than fierce anger. 
Therefore, dear Lord, threaten thou, reprove, admonish and 
teach, perhaps they may sometime repent, know the truth and 
be saved ; they are the works of thy hands, created after thy 
image, dearly bought, let them not be confounded like Cain, 
Sodom, Pharaoh and Antiochus with all those who have trans- 
gressed without a cause. (2 Tim. 1 ; GeD. 1, 2,4, 19 ; 1 Cor. 7 ; 
1 Pet. 1 ; Exod. 14 ; 2 Mace. 9.) 

^j Shew me thy ways, Lord ; teach me thy paths. 

O Lord of hosts, I know through the word of thy grace that 
there ia bat one way whic\i \eade\k toVvt^^^^Viveh. ia strait and 
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nsriDW far the flesh, (Matt. 7 ; 2 EacL 7.) beaet 'wi t h thorns aij j 
•8 all aroand^ Mid is foxmd _biLfe w, and stil j^fe ^r wall 
jreipVil ly liktm treasure hid in a field whicn none can isdd 
bnri58 to whom it is shown by the spirit. (Matt. 13.) Dear 
Lord, there is no way but thoa alone, all who walk through 
thee will find the gates of life. (John 14.) Thefe is another way 
which seems very pleasant to the flesh, which appears, 8oft» 
smooth and broad, strewed with roses, pleasant and agreeable 
to the eye, bat its end leads to death. . On this way the whole 
world walks, unconcerned and without fear^ and prefers -things 
perishable to imperishable, evil to good, and darkness to the 
light of the worla. Thoy all walk on the perverse, broad and 
crooked way ; they become faint in the way of nnrighteousness, 
and know not the way of the Lord. fWis. 5.) It is true, the 
way of error seems right in the eyes of tools, but 1 know through 
thy spirit and word that it is the certain road to the abyss of 
lieil. Therefore, I entreat thee, dear Lord, be merclM to me a 
poor sinner, show me thy path, and teach me thy way; for thy 
way is the right way, godly and pleasant, humble, chaste, full of 
peace and of all good, and will lead my soul to eternal life. 

Lead me in thy tru£h and teach me : for thou art the Go4 
of my salvation ; on thee do I wait aU the day. 

O Lord 1 Lord I My tears, says David, have been my meet 
day and night. (Fs. 42.) My heart within me quakes, my 
strength forsakes me, and the light of n^ eyes is dim, and tins 
on account of the innumerable dangers and snares which beset 
my sold. I am in constant fear lest I be led from the way of 
truth bv misapprehension or through the deceit of satan. O 
Lord, the subtlety of the learned is great ; satan uses his wiles 
artftilly, some teach but the doctrine and commandments of men 
which are fruitless and corrupt trees. (2 Cor. 11 ; Job. 4 ; Judges 
1.) Some cry only grace, spirit and Ohrist, and daily trample 
on grace, grieve the Holy Ghost, and crucify the Son with their 
vain, sensual life, as is evident. Some who had before escaped 
Babylon, Egypt and Sodom, and taken upon them the yok^and 
cross of Christ, are again devoured by satan, and so deceived 
by the false prophets, as if they had never known thy word and 
will. (Ps. 90.) Yea, seven spirits, alas I worse than the former^ 
entered them, (Luke 11,) although they cloak themselves under 
thy word, ordinances, and pretend that it was thy pleasure^ 
word and will, although thou never didst think upon, much less 
didst thou desire it ; on account of which I am more grieved, 
fall of sorrow of heart, well knowing that thy true word is no 
deceiving lie, as they teach, but it is the trut& ^^VsTdl \hq Sxs^^-- 
tible mouth taught here upon eatt\x «tX!idk\u\\i\% ^w^^iA^^s^^' 

28^ 
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AH who are of the truth hear thy voice, as the voice of their 
own shepherd, (John 17,) and the true bridegroom, but the voice 
of a stranger they flee, (John 10,) always fearing lest they might 
be deceived. Lord, remember thy afflicted and poor servant; 
thou art a searcher of all hearts, thou knowest me that I seek 
nothing but thv will. (Jer. 8, 17.) Therefore,- dear Lord, direct 
me to thy truth, and teach me ; for thou art tiie God of my sal- 
vation ; besides thee I acknowledge none other ; thou art my 
hope, my comfort, shield, defence and fortress upon which I d^ 
pend with confidence, and wait upon it in fear, misery, tribula- 
tion and need. (Isa. 43.) ^ 

RemernbeTf Lord, thi/ tender mercies, and thy loving 
kindnesSjfor they have been ever of old. 

Lord of hosts, when I am buoyed up in the waters of thy 
grace, I find that I cannot fathom or measure them, for thy 
mercies are greater than all thy works. Who is it, Lord, that 
ever came to thee with a pious heart that thou didst reject ? 
Who ever sought thee and found thee not? Who did ever de- 
sire help of thee and did not obtain it ? Who ever prayed for 
thy grace and did not receive it ? And who ever called upon 
thee that thou didst not hear? Yea, dear Lord, how many didst 
thou accept in grace, who, according to thy strict justice, mer- 
ited otherwise. Adam departed from thee and believed the 
counsel of the serpent, (Tit. 3 ; Gen. 3,) he broke thy covenant 
and was found a child of death before thee, thy paternal kind* 
ness did not reject him, but thou didst seek him graciously, thou 
didst call and reprove him, and his nudity thou didst cover with 
coats of skin, and so graciously comforted him with the prom- 
ised seed. Paul, thy chosen vessel, raved like a roaring lion and 
a devouring wolf in thv holy mountain, nevertheless, thy grace 
shone around him in his blindness and illuminated him, thoa 
calledst him from heaven, and didst choose him as an holy 
apostle and as servant of thy house. I also, dear Lord, the 
greatest of all sinners, and the least among all the saints, am 
calldd thy child or servant, for I have sinned against heaven 
and before thee, ^Luke 15,) although I did resist thy precious 
word and thy holy will, with all my powers, before this with 
open eyes, and with full understanding I disputed, taught and 
lived after the ease of the flesh, and sought my own praise more 
than thy righteousness, honor, word and truth ; nevertheless, 
thy paternal grace did not forsake me, a wretched sinner ; but 
received me in love, converted me to another mind, led me with 
thy right hand and taught by thy Holy Ghost, till I voluntarily 
fought against the world, flesh and the devil, renounced all my 
pleMure, peace, glory, \uat and \.)ie %«aft ^l \.V^ ^<&ah^ and wif* 
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lingly submitted to tbe pressing cross of our Lord Christ Jesos, 
that I may iDherit the promised kingdom with all the valiant 
of God and the disciples of Christ. Again, I say : thy mercies 
are greater than all thy works ; therefore, dear Lord assist me, 
stand by me, comfort me, a poor sinner, my soul is in great dis- 
tress, and the dangers of hell surround me ; help Lord, and 
preserve me, and be not angry ; remember, Lord, thy great 
mercies, of which all are made partakers who have graciously 
waited upon thy holy name, and remember, Lord, thy tender 
mercies, and thy loving kindness, for they have been of old. 

Remember not the sins of my youth, nor my transgressions ; 
according to thy mercy remember thou me, for thy goodness^ 
sake, O Lord. 

Lord, thou that bearest rule, I was shapen in iniquity and 
in sin did my motner conceive me, (Ps. 51,) 1 am of sinful flesh, 
through Adam's seed has been sown on my heart, where so much 
misery has grown up. I miserable sinner did not know my in- 
firmities, so long as they were not manifested to me by the 
spirit. J-lhop gl^t \ was a christian ; but when J aaiy rifrht l y^ J 
ionnd mvse lFwithout Ijiy word. alt6getfier e arthly, and sensua l ; 
'Pl JJght'was d ^rf'Qe'ari*'mv^rTifli waiTTfes ; my righteousness 
"sm ; my worSHip open idolatry ; my life certain death. dear 
Lord, I knew myself not till I viewed myself in thy word, (James 
1,) then I learned to know with Paul, my blindness, nakedness, 
uncleanness, my depraved nature, (Rom. 7 ; Gal. 3,J that nothing 
good dwelt in my fiesh, I was full of wounds, ana bruises' and 
putrifying sores from the sole of the foot even to the head. (Isa. 
I.) Ah, alas, my gold was dross : my wheat chaff, all my ser- 
vices were deceit and lies, I followed oefore thee the things of 
the flesh, my thoughts were sensual, my words and works with- 
out the fear of God ; my watching and sleeping were unclean ; 
my prayer hypocrisy. In short. I did nothing without sin. 
Lord, remember not tfe sins of my youth, those committed 
knowingly and unknowingly, which were so numerously commit- 
ted, nor my daily transgressions, which I am guilty of in my great 
weakness, but remember me according to thy great goodness, I 
am blind, enlighten thou me ; naked I am, clothe thou me ; I am 
wounded, heal thou me ; dead I am, raise me up. I know of no 
shelter, light, medicine, or life except thee, accept of me gra- 
ciously, grant me thy mercy, favor and faith, fullness, and thy 
good will, Lord. (Ecc. 7 ; Gen. 3 ; John 8, 11 ; Ezek. 16 ; 
Wis. 16 ; Matt. 9 ; John 11.) 

Good and upright is the Lord; therefore, will he teach sin- 
ner^ in the way. ' 

O Lord of hosts, although I va\)i ^o \n\tv^\.^^>>^l'^^^«^'^ *^'*^'^ 
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from my youth, that I am ashamed to lift my eyes to thee in 
heaven, nevertheless, I appear at thy throne of grace ; for I 
know that thou art merciful and kind, and desirest not the death 
of the sinner, (Ezek. 18,) but that he repent and live. Thou 
didst send fortn thy faithfol servant Moses, who gave Israel the 
law by the disposition of angels, (Exod. 19, 20 ; Acts 7,) also 
thy servants and prophets who preached the way of repentance, 
and broke the bread of life for the people, (Deut. 5 ; Gal. 3,) 
sin they reproved earnestly ; proclaimed thy grace far abroad, 
and taught the truth, thy sharp piercing word was in their 
mouth, their light shone as the golden lights, they were as flow- 
ering olive trees, (Heb. 4; Exod. 25; Eccl. 50,) as a sweet 
smell of an apothecary, yea, as the fair mountain strewed with 
roses and lilies, (2 Esd. 1,) nevertheless, they did not desire 
them, but thrust them out furiously, derided, persecuted, and 
delivered them unto death, still the wells of thy mercy flowed, 
thou didst send thy beloved Son, the dear pledge of thy grace, 
who preached thy word, fulfilled thy righteousness, accomplished 
thy will, bore our sins, blotted them out by his word and brought 
about reconciliation, conquered the devil, hell, sin and death ; 
and obtained grace, mercy, favor and peace for all, who truly 
believe on him, (John 3, 12 ; 1 John 4 ; 2 John 1 ; Rev. 1,) his 
command is eternal life, he sent out his messengers and minis- 
ters of peace, his apostles, who spread this grace abroad through 
the whole world, TMatt. 28 ; Mark 16,) who shone as bri^nt 
burning torches berore all, that they might lead me and all erring 
sinners into the true way. Lord, not unto me, but unto thee 
be praise and honor, (Vs. 115,) their^ words I love, their usagaa 
I observe, thy Son Cnrist Jesus whom they preached to me, I 
believe, I seek his will and way, thy abundant, great love I know, 
not through me, but through thee, for thou art good, and I am 
evil, thou art true, and I am deceitful ; thou art righteous, and 
I am unrighteous ; instruct me, dear Lord ; teach me in the 
right way, foster me for I am of thy pasture, take me into thy 
tabernacle, under the shadow of thy wings, protect me ; for I 
am greatly tormented, I am poor and wretched, and am grieved 
unto deatL 

Tlie meek will he guide in judgment, and the meek he will 
teach his way. 

Lord, thou that bearest rule, thy divine grace has shone 
around me, thy word has taught me, thy Holy Spirit has influ- 
enced me till I forsook the course of the ungodly, the way of 
sinners, the seat of scorners, (Ps. 1,) I was ungodly, and carried 
the standard of unrighteousness for many years ; I was a chief 
one in all manner of folly ; id\o i?Q(cda, -^wsiVj, ^guoiUm^, drink- 
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log, eating to excess were mj pastime ; the fear of God was not 
before my eyes, besides, I was a lord and a prince in Babel, 
every one songht me, the world loved me and had my affections, 
I had the first place at feasts and in synagogues ; I had the pre- 
ference among all men, I was respected of the aged, every one 
revered me ; when I spoke, they were silent ; when I nodded, 
they came ; when I bid them depart, they went ; what I desired, 
they did ; my words prevailed in all things ; the desire of my 
heart was granted ; bat as soon as I, with Solomon, saw that all 
was vanity, and with Paul, esteemed all as nothing, (Phil. 3 ; 
Ezek. 1, 2, 10,) renounced the ungodliness of this world, sought 
thee and thy kingdom which will abide in eternity, I have found 
everywhere the counterpart and reverse ; before I was honored, 
now I am dishonored ; before all was love, now hatred ; before I 
had friends, now they are my enemies ; before I was considered 
wise, now a fool ; before pious, now wicked ; before a christian, 
now a heretic ; yea, I have become an abomination and evil-doer 
to all. Lord, comfort me, preserve thy troubled servant ; for 
I am exceedingly poor and wretched, my sins rise up against me, 
the whole world hates and mocks me ; lords and princes perse- 
cute me ; the learned curse and slander me ; my dearest friends 
forsake me, and those who were near me, stand aloof ; who will 
have mercy on me and receive me ? Miserable am I, dear Lord, 
have mercy on me and receive me with honor ; for there is none 
that can preserve me, but thou ; therefore, I entreat the Lord, 
vouchsafe thine ear to supplication, lead me by the right hand, 
lead me in the right way lest I stumble upon the dark moun- 
tains. ( Jer. 13.) I see that the children of men do neither teach 
nor do right; deceit and hypocrisy are in all flesh, (Bom. 3;) 
the deceiving sects are great and many ; every one avers his as 
if it were built upon a rock, yet they have not thy truth. There- 
fore, dear Lord, teach me thy truth and cast me not off from thy 
presence, for I am miserable, I am in the mitist of lions and 
bears, which seek to destroy my soul, and thrust me from the 
way of truth. Lord, strengthen me, keep me in thy way for 
I assuredly know that it is infallible truth and the sure way of 
peace. 

All the paths of the Lord are mercy and truth unto such as 
keep his covenant and his testimonies, 

Lord of hosts, they all boast of thy grace and favor, although 
they, in all their works, prove themselves children of wrath ; 
they lie and cheat, eat and drink, are guilty of adultery and 
fornication, they covet and hoard up, curse and swear without 
bounds, and all this they cloak with thy grace and tke blft<\d.<i><. . 
Christ : £very one sings lustily : T\ie txv^tc^ qI NXskfeXiRftV^^ ^^-a^* 
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— Christ died for our sins — onr doings are anjnst, einfol and 
fruitless. It is trae, dear Lord, in the trae sense of the word, 
that they have no lot in thee, and their hope is vain, their labor 
is without fruit, and their works useless ; yea, their hope is like 
thistle-down before the winds, (Wis. 4, 5 ; 1 Cor. 6 ; Gal. 5 ; 
Eph. 5 ; Ps. 103,) they will have no part in thy kingdom ; -for 
they are still impenitent, and believe not thy truth. Alas I they 
know not that thy mercy is forever over those who fear thee 
and keep thy covenant. (Ps. 34.) Thy goodness, says David, is 
extended to the saints, thine »eyes are npon the righteons, aiid 
thy ears are open to their cries, bnt thy fieice is against them 
that do evil, to cut off the remembrance oSthem from the earth. 
(1 Pet. 3.) I am tliy friend if I do what thou didst command. 
(John 15.) It is true, dear Lord, that Christ was bestowed to 
us, and died for us, but not in such a way that we are to live 
according to our wicked lusts, and sinful will, but according to 
thy good will, word and command. Lord, I know that thon art 
no less righteous than good, thou hatest the evil, and lovest the 
good, (Prov. 18,) for to the good thou art kind, bnt to the wicked 
thou wilt in due time appear as a righteous Judge. What did 
the pure bl6od of the eternal covenant demand of Cain and 
Judah, because they despised thy grace and excluded themselves 
from the merits of thy Son? (1 Cor. 1.} What does it profit 
Pilate, Herod, Annsis, and Caiaphas to nave seen thy fountain 
of grace, Jesus Christ — nay, touched him, and yet condemned to 
the accursed death of the cross, the immaculate Lamb, the King 
of glory ! But they, who, like Abel, Enoch, Noah, Abraham, 
Isaac and Jacob, did, keep thy covenant and preserve thy testi- 
mony, to them thy ways are peace and joy; yea, altogether 
mercy, kindness and truth. (Lev. 22 ; Gal. 3.) 

For thy name's sake, Lobd, pardon mine iniquity ; for 
it is great. 

Lord, Lord ! I pray thee with holy David, (Ps. 3, 6,) rebnke 
me not in thine auger, neither chasten me in thy hot displeasure; 
for my loins are filled with a loathsome disease, and there is no 
soundness in my flesh ; my sins have borne me down ; there is 
no peaee in my bones. From the bottom of my heart I humble 
myself with beloved Daniel. (Dan. 9.) dear Lord I thon 
great and terrible God ! I nave sinned, and done unjustly 
before thee I have been ungodly, I wandered from thee 
and walked not in thy commands and statutes, they pre- 
ferred grace, I rejected ; thy holy word I thrust from me ; thy 
beloved Lord I crucified, I grieved thy Holy Spirit, I acted un- 
justly in all my doings. Lord, the multitude of my sine 
ftighVen me, there is no evil bnt "nXvbA. 1 «xa \sQd&.t^ Qf« I was as 
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envioos as Cain ; proad and nnchkate as Bodom ; aomereifal as 
Pharaoh; refractory as Korah ; lascivioas as Simri; disobedient . 
as Saul ; idolatrous as Jeroboam ; hypocritical as Joab ; haughty 
as Nebuchadnezzar ; covetous as Balaam ; drunken as Nabal ; 
insolent as Sanacherib ; blasphemous as Babsaces ; blood- 
thirsty as Herod ; lying as Annanias. (Qen. 4, 18 ; Exod. 14 ; 
Num. 16, 34, 25 ; 1 Sam. 15 ; 1 King 13 ; Dan. 4 ; Isa. 36, 37 ; 
Acts 5, 11.) Yea, I say with king Manasseh : That my sint 
are more numerous than the sands of the sea shore and the 
stars in the heavens ; they trouble by day and by night ; nothing 
good dwells in my flesh. (Rom. 7.) All that I seek is un- 
righteousness and sin ;' that which I would not that I seek and 
do ; I miserable man know not whither to go ; if I go into my- 
self, I find great faults, impure desires, a vessel of sins ; if I go 
to my neignbor, he has notning to give me, but here nothing else 
avails, but thy word only. (Wis. 16.) The wages of sin, says 
Paul, is death ; but thy g^race is eternal life. This grace I seek 
and desire ; for this is the only ointment which can heal my 
soul. This is what the sinful woman availed herself of, (Luke 
7,) as soon as she was sensible of her wants. This is what 
wounded David availed himself of when he disgraced Bathshebiw 
the wife of Uriah, and sle^ him. (2 Sam. 12.) Great was his 
distress, he saw his wickedness and said : I have sinned against 
the Lord. He desired balm ; O God 1 said he, according to the 
multitude of thy tender mercies blot out my transgressions, 
wash me thoroughly from mine iniquity, and cleanse me from 
my sin. fPs. 51.) In the same hour he heard the gracious 
word of the propnet : Thy sins are forgiven thee. His troubled 
heart was quieted — ^he praised his name, proclaimed his mercy, 
and exalted his grace above all his works. O Lord ! dear 
Lord I I a grieved sinner, have the same disease, I desire the 
Fame balm, and I do desire help from them ; I seek only com- 
fort with thee, Lord, for thy hply name's sake. Help me, 
that I may eternally praise thee. Wash me from all my sins, 
and be merciful to me in all my transgressions, for they are 
great. 

WhaJt man is lie thatfeareth. the Lord? Him he shall teach 
in the way that he shall choose, 

O Lord) thou that bearest rule, thy path is the path of peace 
blessed is he that walketh therein ; for we find mercy, love, 
righteousness, humility, obedience and patience in her ways. 
She clothes the naked, feeds the hungry, she gives drink to the 
thirsty, entertains the needy, she reproves, threatens, comforts 
and admonishes ; she is temperate, honest and chA&^^v^::^^vi^ 
in all her ways; none takes offence %X\vat^>a«t %^Yw^Vst'^^»*- 
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to eternal life, but few tbere^ are that find her. I fear dear 
Lord, that there are scarce ten of a thousand that find her, 
scarce five who cherish her ; it continues as it was from the 
beginning:, when there were but four upon earth of whom the 
scriptures testify that two of them were disobedient, and a third 
one slew his brother. There were eight righteous when the 
world was drowned, one of them mocked his father. In Sodom 
and Gomorrah, with the adjacent country, there were four 
righteous persons, one looked back and was changed into a pillar 
of salt. (Gen. 3, 9.) More than six hundred thousand valiant 
men left l^gypt, of whom but two entered the promised land» 
(Num. 22, 26, 14,) not, dear Lord, that all were damned who 
died on the way, but they did not on account of their unbelief 
inherit the promised Canaan. (Heb. 3,4.) Thus also, dear 
Lord, is the eternal land promised us, if we otherwise walk the 
way which thou hast chosen for ua. (Prov. 16.^ But now they 
walk the crooked way' of death, and even as tuose did not in- 
herit the temporal, so will also these not inherit the eternal 
Canaan. Lord, well may 1 sigh and say : Where is he who 
fears the Lord? Where is he, who has understanding? Where 
is he, who seeks after God ? They are all gone out of the way, 
they are together become unprofitable : there is none that doeth 
good, no, not one! Their throats are as an open sepulchre, 
with their tongues they have used deceit : The poison of asps is 
under their lips, their feet are swift to shed blood. Destruction 
and misery are in their ways. The way of peace they have not 
known ; thy fear is not before their eyes ; all that is among them 
is infidelity and lies, they despise thy righteousness yet they 
sing and speak much of thy troth, and glory in thy great name 
although there is not one ripe grape on their vine, nor any good 
fruit to be found with them. But those who fear thee, O Lord, 
depart from all iniquity ; For thy fear (says Sirach, Chap. 2) 
dispels sin and is the beginning of wisdom. Thine eyes are 
upon those who fear thee, thy Holy Spirit leads them, thy 
gracious hand preserves them, they will fear not nor tremble ; 
for thou art their protector and shelter against intense heat, 
thou didst pardon their sins ; rescue them, thou dost enlighten 
them, makest glad their souls, givest them grace, blessing and 

1)eacc. (Ecc. 34.) He that fears thee, wajjcs upright in all 
lis ways, for thou teachest him in the way that he shall 
choose. 

Hi's sold shall dwell at ease; and his seed shall inherit the 
earth. 

O Lordf thou Lord of hosts ! those who know thee shall be 
blessed ia the paradise of tbeVt Qto^^^^^tL^L^xitAi Zion^ in the 
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heavenly Jerasalem, in the church of the living God — in the 
assembly of the ric;hteou8 whose names are written in heaven. 
They are released from hell, sin, the devil and death, and they 
serve before thee in peace and joy of heart through life. They 
repose without fear, for thou art their strength and shield. They 
rest under the shadow of thy wings, (Lev. 26,) for they are 
thine. They freeze*not, for thou warmest them with the beams 
of thy love — they hunger not, for thou feedest them with the 
bread of life ; (John 6;) they thirst not, for thou givest them to 
drink of the waters of the Holy Ghost ; they want not, for thou 
art their treasure and their wealth. They dwell in the house of 
thy peace, in the tabernacles of righteousness, and in sure 
peace. (Isa. 52 ; Ps. 1.) They have pleasure in thy law, and • 
speak of thy word day and night, with all the people. They 
wash their souls in the clear waters of thy truth. (Wis. 7.) 
They view their consciences in the clear mirror of thy wisdom 
— their thoughts are upright, their words are words of grace, 
seasoned with salt. (James 1 ; Matt. 5.) Their words are 
faithful and true. The light of their piet^ shines around them, 
what they seek they find, what they desire they obtain, their 
souls dwell in the fulness of thy goodness ; the dew of thy 
grace has sprinkled them ; the soil of their consciences bear 
wine and oil without measure, and although they must endure in 
their flesh, for a time, much misery and suffering and trouble, 
yet they know well that the way of the cross is the way of life. 
They are not ashamed of the way of the cross and the weapons 
of the Lord. (Acts 14.) They patiently go with Christ to the 
conflict, and contend valiantly, till they have reached the boun- 
dary of life, and have received the crown. (Heb. 12 ; 2 Tim. 2; 
Phil. 3.) Nothing can hinder them, since they have become 
partakers of thy spirit, and have tasted of thy sweetness. They 
neither waver nor turn aside ; their house stands firmly upon a 
rock, (Matt. 7,) they are as the pillars of the holy temple, they 
have eaten of thy hidden manna. (Bev. 3, 5.) O Lord, to thee 
be praise ! Thy fear abides continually before their eyes. They 
walk in thy way, therefore, shall their souls be blessed, and 
their seed, if born of the Holy Spirit and word, will enjoy the 
land of everlasting life. (Ps. 142,) wherein thou, and thy chosen 
shall reign in endless glory. 

The secret of the Lord is with them that fear him, aiid he 
will show them his covenant. 

Oh Lord, Lord, the thoughts of my heart terrify me, and my 
heart trembles within me; because, with Ezra, (I Ezra 7,) I 
perceive so many born in vain. What shall I say, dear Lord^ 
Shall I %ay that thpu hast ordained \.\i^ ^0&^^ X^ 'vv<^^^^wy^'^^ 

2^ 
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as some have said ? Be that far from me ; T know, Lord, that 
thou art eternally good, and that nothing wicked can be fonnd 
in thee. We are the works of thy hand, created in Christ Jesus 
to good works, that we should walk therein. (Eph. 5.) Watet 
and fire, life and death, hast thou left to our choice. (Gal. 15.) 
Thou wiliest not the death of the sinner, but that he would re- 

Eent and live. (Ezek. 18.) Thou art the eternal light, therefore 
atest thou all darkness ; (1 John 1,) thou desirest not that any 
should perish, but that all repent, come to the knowledge of thy 
truth, and be happy. (2 Pet. 3 ; 2 Tim. 2.) dear Lord, how 
grievously have they blasphemed thine unspeakably great good- 
ness, thy eternal mercy, and thy almighty Majesty,, that they, O 
God, the Creator of all things, and God of all grace, have made 
thee to be as the devil, by saying that thou art the source of all 
evil, but thou art the Father of days and of lights. It is plain 
that evil cannot flow from good, nor light from darkness, nor 
life from death; yet must their stubborn hearts and fleshly 
minds be attributed to thy will, in order that they may continue 
upon the broad way, and have a cover for their sins. They 
neither know thy divine goodness, nor their own inbred wicked- 
ness. Lord, thou hast loved us with an eternal love, thou 
hast chosen us before the foundation of the world, (Jer. 31,) 
that we should be unblamable, and holy before thee in love, not 
regarding what we find written by the faithful Paul concerning 
Esau, Pharaoh and Israel ; (Eph. 1 ; Bom. 9,) he hath done all 
for us, for the best, in order that we should give the honor to 
thy name, and not to ourselves. What have we miserable sin- 
ners of which we may boast? (Ps. 114.) What have we that 
we have not received ? All that we have is of thy fulness. (I 
Cor. 4; John 1.) For this, all who know thy word thank thee. 
O dear Lord, the mystery of thy holy word is not revealed to 
the rich, the honorable, or the wise, but to the poor simple 
children. (1 Cor. 2.) Yea, Father, said Christ, such was thy 
good pleasure. (Matt. 11 ; Luke 11.) Isaiah says : (Chap. 66) 
Thou wilt look upon the miserable, and those who are of a 
broken spirit, and who fear thy word. Then, dear Lord, lead 
us in thy truth ; teach us thy mysteries ; enable us rightly to 
know the power of thy covenant, that thou art ours, and we are 
thine — that covenant which thou hast made with us in Christ, 
without any merit on our part. (Tit. 3.) For thy mystery will 
be found with those who fear thee and those to whom thou hast 
made known thy covenant. 

Mine eyes are ever toivartls the Lord, for he shall pluck my 
feet otU (f the net, 

O Lord! thou who beaie&ltu\e\ \^ V)[i^^ ^Vi^uM&t mark ioi- 
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quity, irho could stand ? (Ps. 130.) I, a miserable, great sinner, 
have, with the full lust of my heart, turned to all folly, to gold 
and sQver, to pride and haughtiness, to strange and forbidden 
flesh. I have turned mine eyes to open idolatry, to wood and 
stone, and have served them many years, upon high mountains 
and under green trees, as the prophet said: (Isa. 66.) My 
idolatry was according to the number of m^ days. I havo 
bowed my knee before the graven and molten image, and said: 
Save me, for thou art my God. I sought sight from the blind, 
life from the dead, and help from those who could not preserve 
themselves from dust, corruption, thieves and worms. (Bar. 6.) 
Yes, I have said to a weak, perishable creature, that ^ew out 
of the earth, was broken in a mill, baked by the fire, chewed 
with my teeth, and consumed by my stomach — to a mouthful of 
bread: Thou hast released me; as Israel said to the golden 
calf: Rejoice, Israeli these be thy gods, which have led thee * 
forth from Egypt. 0- God I thus have I, a miserable sinner, 
courted the whore of Babylon for many years, for I supposed 
that she was modest, honest and chaste — a queen of righteous- 
ness, who was glorious, holy and acceptable before thine eyes, 
for I saw her adorned with purple and scarlet, with gold and 
precious stones, and pearls, a golden cup in her hand, powerful 
over all kings upon earth. Therefore, I knew not that she was 
so very loathsome and polluted; that there was in such a 
splendid cup so much abomination, that she was such an un- 
blushing, impudent whore and murderess; that deceived the 
world, persecuted the chosen, and drank the blood of the saints. 
But now I have seen her abominations, and I quake, because I 
left thee so long, the living well, and comforted myself with 
useless pools, that can give no water, (Jer. 2,) that I gave thy 
honor to images and other creatures, and worshipped the 
creature more than the Creator, who is blessed forever. (Bom. 
1.) This happened, in part, through the deceitfulness of my 
eyes, because I was bewitched in my heart, by the goodly ap- 
pearance of the woman. But now, dear Lord, my eyes are 
directed unto thee, till thou hear est me, they are directed to thy 
mercy seat, till I obtain grace and mercy from thee, (Heb. 1,) 
for thou alone art he, who can help me in the time of my tempta- 
tion, and pluck my feet out of the net of sin. 

Turn thee unto me, and hav^ mercy upon me ; for I am 
desolate and afflicted, 

Lord of hosts, my sins and transgressions I do not hide 
from thee, but unreservedly acknowledge that I spent my former 
days after the will of the heathens, and walked mtk\3aKa^.^s^.'«^ 
manner of ungodly lusts, pride, i^^autotiTv^a^ A^ ^^\j»% «a-^ ^\^^- 
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ing, and in abominable, blind idolatry. (1 Pet. 4.) I did all that 
pleased my wicked flesh, I was a child of wrath, (Eph. 2,) even 
as others ; thy holy name I held in derision ; thy word was as a 
fable to me ; in reliance upon thy grace, I did all manner of 
evil ; I was as a white- washed sepulchre, outwardly in behavior, 
chaste and mild ; there was none that reproved my conduct, but 
within I was full of dead men's bones, stench and worms, (Matt. 
23;) my platter was clean on the outside, but within mil of 
rapine and lust. What I did privately is a scandal to mention, 
all my thoughts were unclean, vain, proud, ambitious and nn* 
godly, (Eph. 5 ;) my heart was full of disaffection, hatred, envy, 
vengeance and dislike ; my thoughts were bent upon all manner 
of wickedness ; I sinned without bounds ; I neither feared God 
nor the devil, neither law nor gospel, heaven nor hell ; there 
was nothing that could deter me, 1 neither regarded thee nor 
' thy word, my course was onward to all wickedness, I sought 
nothing but the friendship and love of this world, — I was guilty 
of adultery and fornication, and the like, this I did secretly, not 
on account of thy fear, but for fear of the world, lest I might 
lose the favor of men and my good name, and besides all my 
idle trifling, my drunkenness and merriness, my pride and im- 
morality, and my idolatry were called the true worship ; yea, 
all my transactions, private and public, were not concealed be- 
fore thy eyes. Thus did I^ a grieved ^nner^ spend m y da m and 
d id Dotf Q (f od c y^gracei acknowledge theejas my bod, U reator 
"Sid Redeemer, till thy Holy (&host Jiftpgtl.^y^rbugii ttijlrod, 
/inade linownJto xna. thy will, and g^ysi 79S a partial £:nowre39<^ 
of thymyatexieaj,j3^w I know how dishonorably 1 waKecTbelOTe 
thee, not otherwise than if I had spit in thy face, treated thee 
with indignity and derided thee as foolish. Lord, have 
mercy upon me ; for I am desolate and afflicted ; my sins are 
great and many, my conscience troubles me, my thoughts cause 
me to quake, my heart laments and sighs, because I sin so 
heinously before thee, my sins have separated me from thee, 
hid thy countenance from me, and excited thy wrath. I have 
become a prey and brand of the burning, (Isa. 59.) though the 
longer, the more I was grieved, the more 1 was consoled by thy 
word, for it teaches me corncerning thy mercy, grace and favor, 
and the remission of my sins, through Christ, thy beloved Son, 
our Lord, not regarding that, I neither knew nor feared thee. 
This promise pacifies me ; this promise gladdens me, it leads 
me with the sinful woman to thy blessed feet, (Luke 7, 10,) with 
full confidence and clear conscience, well knowing that thou wilt 
not cast off from thee thy returning son, although I spent thy 
paternal inheritance and possessions dishonorably, with harlots 
uad rogaes, in a strange country, de^c>\vce^\\.\Ti\K^^\m%hteou8- 
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ness. My God, turn tho pleasing countenance of thy peace unto 
me, I have sinned before heaven and in thy sight, (Luke 15,) 
lay thy hand of grace upon me, have mercy upon me ; for I am 
desolate and sffflicted. 

The troubles of my heaH are enlarged; bring thou me ovJb 
of my distress. 

O Lord, Lord, my heart weeps and sighs, my conscience 
quakes and trembles, my soul is as a grieved mother deprived 
of her only child and cannot be comforted, since 1, an ungodly 
sinner sought not thy divine love and paternal good for many 
years. 1 have lived more disgracefully than an irrational 
creature, which in eating, drinking and other things, goes not 
beyond nature, not transgressing the law which is prescribed 
to it. But I lived in all unrighteousness against the imbred 
law of nature according to the lusts of my flesh. I did in part 
know that the desires of my flesh worked death. (Rom. 8.j Thy 
spirit warned me often of all wickedness, nevertheless all was 
suppressed, through my flesh. I was in all things a servant of 
sin, and had sworn unto unrighteousness. I drank down sin as 
water ; my delight was in all manner of folly and vileness ; (John 
8; Rom. 6; 2 Pet. 2 ; Pro v. 1) the outstretched arm of thy 
grace, I saw not ; thy calling voice. I heard not ; thy inviting 
love I regarded not. In short, I hated thy knowledge, and thy 
fear I cast behind me ; and this is not all, dear Lord, that 1 
acted so wickedly and lamentably in my ignorance, but I daily 
find, that my righteousness is as filthy rags ; (Isa. 64 ;) when I 
think that I am going, I feel that I stand, I am down, and that 
I am something, I am nothing. Therefore, Lord, preserve 
me, for the fear of my heart is very great; yea, greater than I 
can express it; I often am as a woman in travail; my counte- 
nance is changed pale; (Jer. 30;) my hands are upon my loins 
on account of the trouble of my heart ; the dangers of hell sur- 
round me, the fatness and marrow of my bones are dried up ; 
for here neither money nor possessions, neither flesh nor blood 
avail, but my soul is at stake, eternal life or eternal death is the 
issue ; I, therefore, pray : Forsake me not, dear Lord, but open 
the eyes of thy mercy and behold my great burden, stand by 
me and deliver me from all my distress. 

Look upon mine affliction and my pain ; and forgive dU 
fny sins, 

Lord, thou thatbearest rule, if the righteous call upon thee, 
thou receivest them ; (Ps. 34;) thou art nigh to those wno are of 
a broken heart ; thou dost comfort those who are of o. c<«sfae.\^ 
spirit; the offering acceptable to \*\ifefeSs»«b <!ft\\\x\\-^ 'a^gNX^N '^ 
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broken heart thou dost not despise. (Ps. 51.) Thou didst send 
forth thy beloved Son, anointed with the Holy Ghost, to preach 
the gospel to the poor, to heal the broken hearted, to preach 
deliverance to the. captives, and recovery of sight to the blind; 
to set at liberty them that are bruised, to proclaim the accept- 
able year of the Lord, (Luke 4,) to comfort all that mourn ; to 
appoint unto them that mourn in Zion, to give unto them beauty 
for ashes; the oil of joy for mourning; the garment of praise 
for the spirit of heaviness. He preached ransom to all who are 
heavy laden, and with faithful hearts come to him ; he invites 
all to the waters of life, (John 7 ; 2 Pet. 2,) he bore all our sins 
upon the cross, in his own body, and our debt he blotted oat by 
his blood, even as Moses did afore through types and shadows, 
when he sprinkled unclean Israel with the blood of oxen and 
rams, and with the ashes of the heifer ; under the law nearly all 
things were purified by the shedding of blood. (Exod. 14 ; Num. 
19 ; Heb. 9.) Had the figurative blood such virtue, that it could 
purify the flesh to sanctification, how much more shall the blood 
of the beloved Son, who offered himself unspotted through the 
eternal spirit, purify our consciences from dead works, (Eph. 2.) 
ever living God, through the merits of thy Son, and througk 
the riches of thy grace, we receive the remission of our sins ; 
yea, through his blood thou didst reconcile all upon earth and 
in heaven above. (Col. 2.) I, therefore, dear Lord, confess 
that I have or know of no remedy for my sins, neither works 
nor merits, neither baptism nor the Lord's supper, •(although all 
sincere christians use both as signs of thy word, and hold them 
in respect ;) but alone the precious blood of thy beloved Son, 
who is bestowed upon me, and who has redeemed me, a poor 
sinner, through mere grace and love, from my former walk ; 
therefore, God of truth, with whom there is no lie, remember 
the words of the prophet, which he spoke in thy name ; namely : 
But if the wicked will turn from his sins, that he hath committed, 
and keepeth all my statutes, and do that which is lawful and 
right, he shall surely live, he shall not die ; all his transgressions 
' that he hath committed, they shall not be mentioned unto him. 
(Ezek. 18.) my God, look not upon me, but upon the eternal 
Melchisideck, Christ Jesus, whom thou hast appointed high 
priest over thy house, upon the blessed king of tny righteons* 
ness, who has no- beginning nor end of days, and is a high priest 
for ever, who did not honor himself, but is ordained of thee, as 
Aaron, who in the days of his flesh, offered up prayer and sup- 
.plications, with strong crying and tears, unto him that was able 
to save him from death, and was heard in that he feared ; for his 
sake hear me, for his sake accept me, for his sake be merciful 
io me, console thy afflicted 8eTya.Tkt. Wvvj^xv^i <s.cvmfort neither 
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Id heayen above nor upon earth, bat in thee alone, have mercy 
upon me in my great distress ; my andean, sinful flesh afflicts 
me ; my wicked nature wages war against jne, and besides for 
thy word's sake, I have become an abomination, an outcast 
and a table to all men. (1 Cor. 4.) All who hear of me shake 
their heads at me ; without and within I have no peace. I say 
again, my sins combat me, my soul is in tribulation and pain ; 
therefore, dear Lord, I pray thee not for gold and silver, for it 
can profit me nothing in the day of vengeance, (Ezek. 7,) neither 
for long life, for it is always perverse, but this I desire alone of 
thee, from my whole heart, that thou wouldst look upon me, a 
miserable sinner, with the eyes of thy mercy, in my affliction • 
and pain, comfort me with thy holy spirit, and forgive all my 
sins. 

Consider mine enemies, for they are many and they hate me 
WITH CRUEL hatred. 

O Lord of hosts, when I was of the world, I spake and did as 
the world, and the world hated me not, but as soon as I had 
eaten the book that was shown me, although it was in my month 
sweet as honey, yet it made my belly bitter, for there were 
written therein lamentations, and mourning, and wo, (Ezek. 2 ; 
2 Chap. 3 ; Rev. 10, 10.) While I Served the world I received 
my reward ; all men spake well of me, even as the fathers did 
to the false prophets, (^[att. 5 ; Luke 6.) Bat now, that T 
love the world with a godly love, have sought from my heart 
their welfare and happiness, rebuked, admonished, and instructed 
them with the word of God, pointing out to them Jesus Christ 
and him crucified, they have become unto me as a grievous cross, 
and as the gall of bitterness : so fiendlike is their hatred, that 
not only I myself, but all those who loved me, showing me favor 
and mercy, must, in some place or other look for imprisonment 
and death. blessed Lord ! I am more despicable in their 
eyes than a notorious thief and murder ; I am like a lost sheep 
in the wilderness of the world, chased, tormented, and pursued 
unto death by ravenous wolves. Am I not like a person with- ~ 
out hope, forsaken and comfortless like a ship in the depth of 
the ocean, destitute of mast, sail, and helm, tossed about by 
every wave and every tempest. My flesh had almost said, I am 
betrayed because 1 find the unrighteous, froward nation enjoy- 
ing riches, honor and prosperity, and reposing in quietness and 
peace, (Ps. 73,) while the godly must endure so much hunger, 
thirst, affliction, and violence ; their habitation is insecure, they 
roust toil and labor for their bread ; they are defamed, reviled, 
persecuted and hated of all men, as the nlth of th.e ^Q^Vd^^\v4. 
as aq abomination. (1 Cor. 4.) VAe^^^\iW^\ \ww» ^^^^N^ft"** 
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%re many and great, their heart roars like the farious Hod, their 
words are as deadly arrows, their tongues are always against 
me; at one time I^m reviled by them as a false seducer, at 
another reproached as an accursed heretic, though by thy grace 
I possess nought but unyielding truth. (Gral. 4.) Thus am J 
their mortal enemy, because I instruct them in the way of 
righteousness. Lord ! I am not ashamed of my doctrine be- 
fore thee and thy angels, much less before this rebellious world ; 
for I know assuredly that I teach thy. word ; I have taught, 
throughout, a true repentance, a dying unto our sinful flesh, and 
the new life that cometh from God. I have taught a true sin- 
* cere faith in thee and in thy beloved Son, that it might be made 
powerful through love. (1 Cor. 2.) I have taught Jesus Christ 
and him crucified, very God and very man, who, in an incom- 
prehensible, inexpressible, and indescribable manner, was born of 
thee from all eternity, thy eternal Truth and Wisdom, the bright- 
ness of thy glory, and the express image of thy person, and that 
in fulness of time, through the power of thy Holy Sprit; he 
became in the womb of the virgin Mary, real flesh and blood, a 
visible, tangible, and mortal man, (John 1 ; Col. 2 ; Heb, 1 ; 
Matt. 1 ; Luke 1 ; John 1,) like unto Adam and his posterity 
in all things, sin excepted ; born of the seed or lineage of Abra- 
ham and David, dead and buried, arose again, ascended into 
heaven, and thus became before thee our only, and eternal ad- 
vocate, mediator, intercessor, and redeemer, (Kom. 1, 10 ; chap. 
8 ; 1 Tim. 2 ; 1 John 2.) If all the prophets, apostles, and 
evangelists have not taught with the greatest clearness from 
the beginning, I will gladly bear my shame and reproof. I have 
taught no other baptism, no other supper, no other ordinance 
than that sanctioned by the unerring word of our Lord Jesus 
Christ, and the declared example and usages of his holy apos- 
tles, to say nothing of the superabundant evidence of the his- 
torians and learned of both the primitive and the present church. 
Since then, I substantiate my doctrine by the evidence of thy 
plain, ineffable word, and by the ordinance of thy Son, who can 
reprove me, and show with the argument of truth that I am an 
impostor ? Does not the whole scripture teach, that Christ is 
the truth, and shall abide forever ? (John 14.) Is not the apos- 
tolic church, the true church ? We know that all human doc- 
trines are chafi" and froth, (Isa. I ; Jer. 23,) and that antichrist 
has spoiled and corrupted the doctrine of Christ ; why then do 
they hate me because out of pure zeal I teach and propound 
the doctrine of Christ and his apostles unadulterated ? No one 
however, hates the opposcrs of antichrist but such as are his 
members. Had 1 not the word of Christ, how cheerfully would 
/ be taught it, for 1 seek it mWi tew «*vi^ Ve^xcvUvw^ \ in this I 
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can Dot be deceived. I have by grace, throagh the iDfluence 
of thy Holy Spirit, believed and accepted thy holy truth as the 
sure word of thy pleasure ; it will, also, never deceive me. Let 
them write and vociferate, threaten, and dispute, boast, vapor 
aud insult, extirpate, persecute and destroy, as they please, still 
thy word will triumph and the Lamb will gain the victory. 
(Rev. 17.) Yea, I rest assured, that with this my doctrine, I 
shall, at the coming of Christ, judge and condemn, not only 
men, but also angels. (2 C^or. 6.) And though I and my beloved 
brethren were totally extirpated, and taken from the earth, yet 
thy word would remain eternal truth, (Isa. 40; 2 Peter 1.) 
We are no better than our co-workers who preceded us. Yet 
the time will arrive when they shall exalt thy power, and look, 
perhaps too late, upon him whom they have pierced. (Rev. 20; 
Acts 20.) Lord ! with what cruel hatred they hate me I 
whom have I slandered in a single expression ? whose gold, 
silver, cattle, have I courted ? I have loved them with a pure 
love, even unto death ; thy word and will have I taught them, 
and with earnest diligence have I shown them, by thy grace, 
the way that leadeth to felicity, therefore my enemies are many, 
and hate me with cruel hatred. 

keep my soul, and deliver me ; let me not he ashamed, for 
I put my trust in thee, 

O Lord, Lord ! the word of Paul fills me with terror, where 
he says : Let him that standeth take heed lest he fall ; for if a 
roan thinks himself to be something when he is nothing, he de- 
ceiveth himself, (1 Cor. 10 ; Gal 6,) far the flesh, destitute of 
thy Spirit, is perfectly blind in divine thines, ignorant, entirely 
false and unjust, nay, sin and death, as I have remarked pub- 
licly in speaking of David and Peter, for though David was a 
great prophet, a man after thy own heart, faithful in all thy ways, 
yet when thy Spirit departed from him, where were his chastity, 
love, humility, and the fear of his God ? did he not become 
an open adulterer, murderer, and boaster of his own glory ? (2 
Bam. 11, 24,) until thy Spirit again enlightened him by the word 
of the prophet, and he acknowledged the deadly sin he had com- 
mitted and how foolishly he had acted before thee, (2 Sam. 12^) 
in like manner as regards Peter. He acknowledgea Christ thy 
beloved Son not by flesh and blood, but by the Spirit of thy grace, 
was called by Christ a stone and a rock, (Matt. 16,) was ready 
to go with Christ into into person and to death ; the trial came, 
thy Spirit forsook him for a season, he could not bear a trifling ex- 
pression of a maid, he denied Christ, and swore that he knew him 
not, (Matt.' 26 ; Luke 22,) but as soon as Christ looked ^^<yQi. 
him, and thy spirit returned, be aftVTiO^\^^^^\fik&^^BJ^%^^'^*^^^*^^ 
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terly, and afterwards publicly preached the name of Christ 
among all nations, (Acts 2,) paying no regard to his having 
been strictly forbidden .to do so, by imprisonment, stripes and 
menacing words, he frankly answered : We ought to obey God 
rather than men. I beseech thee, therefore, blessed Lord, that 
thou wilt keep my soal, which is bought with so dear a price, 
lest I turn from thy truth ; for though I may now think with 
Peter, that I could give my life for thee, and with Paul* that 
neither tribulation, nor distress, nor persecution, nor famine, 
nor nakedness, nor peril, nor sword, nor life, nor death, nor any 
other creature, shall be able to separate me from thy love, yet 
1 do not sufficiently know myself. (Kom. 8.) All my trust is 
in thee; I have not yet resisted unto blood, (Heb. 12,) though 
I have drank a little of the cup of thy affliction, yet I have not 
' tasted the dregs ; for when prisons and bonds are suffered, when 
life and death, fire and sword are threatened, then will the gold 
be separated from the wood, silver from the straw, and pearls 
from the stubble. Forsake me not, therefore, gracious Lord, 
for trees of deepest root are torn up from the earth by the vio- 
lence of the storm, and the lofty immoveable mountains are 
rent asunder by the force of the earthquake. Had not Job and 
Jeremiah, men of thy love, well nigh lost all patience in temp- 
tation, and murmured against thy will ? Suffer me not, there- 
fore, gracious Lord, to be tempted above what I am able to 
bear, for thou art true and faithful, lest my soul be ashamed. 
(Job. 1 ; Jer. 20 ; 1 Cor. 10.) I pray not for my flesh, (Gen. 
3 ; Heb. 9,) being well aware that I must once suffer and die ; 
but this alone I desire, that thou strengthen me in my warfare, 
assist and preserve me, make me a way to escape in temptation, 
deliver me, and let me not be ashamed ; for 1 put my trust in^ 
thee. 

Let integrity and uprigliiness preserve me ; for I wait on 
thee. 

Lord of hosts 1 God, when the householder had sown 
good seed in his field, his enemy came wliile he slept and sowed 
tares among the wheat, (Matt. 13) for when the sons of God 
presented themselves before the Lord, satan came also among 
them ; (Job 1 ;) wherever Christ is, there will the devil be found 
near at hand, as alas, I have fully observed in a few short years; 
thy saving word, thy gracious gospel, which is the proper food 
of my soul, imparting to it the power of eternal life, which has 
been trampled upon for so many years by antichrist as an idle 
tale, and a useless fabrication, is again received, believed, and 
acknowledged, in power, by some through the influence of thy 
comp&aaiontkte favor, the neWisViWoM ot \^\i^x&.Q\.VLXQaxa now in 
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excessive rage, walks aboat seeking to devour them, has do 
rest, nor repose, knowing well that his kingdom and dominion 
must decline and be destroyed thereby, makes use of all his 
cunning and subtlety, transforms himself into an angel of light, 
(1 Pet. 5; 2 Cor. 11) those he lost through thy word he has 
allured again by false doctrine into his snare and net, and has 
changed the pure, salutary sense of the scriptures, by means of 
false prophets and unskilful teachers, into a meaning entirely 
sensual, and completely calculated to mislead, has authorized 
the sword and destructive weapons, and excited a vindictive 
spirit against the whole world, moreover he has instituted open 
adultery with the custom of the Jewish fathers, also established 
a literal king and kingdom, together with many other abuses, 
at which a sincere christian is. astonished and confounded. But 
all which thou hast not planted shall coroe^ to nought. ( Matt. 15.) 
Lord I preserve me pure and upright in thy truth, that I may 
neither believe, nor teach anything that is not in conformity 
with thy holy will and word, with true faith, sincere love, real 
baptism and supper, a blameless life, a scriptural separation 
from such as cause offence in doctrine and in life. Preserve me, 

gracious Lord, from all error and heresy, preserve me as thou 
ast done heretofore in thy mercy ; grant that I and my beloved 
brethren may seek, love, and fear thee with all our hearts, render 
obedience to the magistrate in all things not contrary to the 
word of God; for this, says Paul, is good, and acceptable in 
thy sight ; preserve us from the wiles of the devil who would 
fain teach us another king, after the spirit, beside the true king 
of Zion, Jesus Christ, who rules over thy holy mountain with 
the iron sceptre of thy word, is King of kings and Lord of 
lords, is set at thy own right hand in the heavenly places, far 
above all principaUty and power, and might, and dominion, and 
every name that is named, not only in this world, but also in 
that which is to come ; under whose feet all things are put, who 
hath all power in heaven and on earth, before whom every 
knee must bow, and every tongue confess, that he is Lord, to 
the glory of thy great name. (Eph. 1; Matt. 28; Phil. 2.) 
gracious Lord, let integrity and uprightness preserve me 
under thy cross, that I may not deny thee, and thy holy word, 
in the time of temptation, nor conceal thy divine truth and will 
under the mask of hypocrisy, lies, and obscure equivocal ex- 
pressions, so that at the appearance of thy dear Son, my Lord 
Jesus Christ, I may receive with all saints, the promised king- 
dom, inheritance, and reward which, with firm assurance and 
perfect confidence, we daily hope, and expect, as the con- 
sequence of thy gracious promise. 
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Redeem Israel, God, out of all his troubles, 

Lord of hosts, now, that I have confessed my sins before 
thee, prayed for my transgressions, praised thy mercy, and 
desired thy grace. (Matt. 10 ; Mark 6.) I must, with David, 
beseech thee, in behalf of my brethren ; for I observe Israel 
scattered abroad and going astray, like sheep without a shepherd, 
and the pleasant vineyard of the Lord is laid waste, and trod- 
den down of all men, (Isa. 5 : Jer 12;) the chosen seed of 
Abraham, the house of Jacob, has again become a proper slave 
or bond servant in the grievous service of Pharaoh in Egypt, 
the royal line of Judah is carried away into Babylon, together 
with the holy vessels, which are so lamentably abused by Bel- 
shazzar, his lords and concubines : Jerusalem, the personifica- 
tion of peace, which was likened to a dove, is changed into a 
barbarous gormandizer of innocent blood, and a rapacious 
lioness ; she that was princess amon^ the nations, the city of 
the great king is become destitute of kings, citizens and walls, 
■waste and solitary; the temple of the Lord, the house of prayer, 
in which the true worship ought to be performed, has become a 
notorious nest of robbers, a den of lions, bears, wolves, basilisks 
dragons and serpents, a house of all idolaters ; nay, the un- 
chaste bed of the adulteress Jezebel. The bride of Christ, the 
glorious, who was clothed in variegated raiment, and decked 
tvith divine ornaments, in honoi* of the king, is changed com- 
pletely into a disgraceful harlot. (Mic. 2 ; Isa. 56 ; Jer. 7 ; 
Matt. 9; Rev. 6; Ps. 45; Ezek. 16.| The ark of the Lord, 
the glory of Israel, is seized by the Philistines, and taken into 
the temple of Dagon, (1 Kings 5 ;) Why make a long lamen- 
tation ? Judea is changed to Babylon, Canaan to Egypt, and 
Palestine to Sodom, and the king of glory, Christ Jesus, blessed 
forever, is daily esteemed as a simpleton, and despised as a fool; 
his holy apostles, the beloved witnesses of thy truth, mast as 
liars give way with their doctrine unto all men, his knit or 
wrought garment, which the scriptures were unwilling should 
be rent or divided, is torn into four or five pieces ; antichrist 
exercises authority and dominion in all countries by the preach- 
ing of lies ; and with violence, is thy word proscribed and 
rejected ; if 1 travel east, west, north or south, I find in all 
places, nothing but vain obstinacy, perversion, blindness, 
avarice, pride, wantonness, rioting, drunkenness, pomp and 
splendor, strife, envying and ungodliness. I find, (I repeat,) 
violence, false doctrine and an impure, deceptive employment 
of thy sacraments, throughout the world I find tyrants triumph- 
ing in might, power, influence and wantonness, in the courts of 
all princes, I find that the learned speak like the beast, covetous 
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of honor, desirous of wealth, gluttoDous, earthly and carnally 
minded, and teach according to the lasts and desires of men ; 
there is scarcely any that inquires for the truth, or if there is 
any one who asks for, or finds it, he must bear thy cross ; there- 
fore are my cheeks wet with tears day and night, my soul findeth 
no comfort, neither bread nor drink is sweet to my taste. Like 
the prophet Micah, I may well go stripped and naked, make a 
wailing like the dragons, and a mourning as the owls ; for the 
M'onnd of Israel is incurable. In sorrow, I may well lament 
with Esdras, and say: Our sanctuary is laid waste, our altar 
broken down, our temple destroyed ; our psaltery is laid on the 
ground, our song is put to silence, our rejoicing is at an end, the 
light of our candlestick is put out, the ark of the covenant is 
spoiled, our holy things are defiled, and the name that is called 
upon us is almost profaned : our children are put to shame, our 
priests are burnt, our people are gone into captivity, our virgins 
are defiled, and our wives ravished ; our righteous men carried 
away, our little ones destroyed, our young men are brought in 
bondage, and our strong men are become weak ; and which is 
the greatest of all, the seat of Sion hath now lost her honor ; 
for she is delivered into the hands of them that hate us. (2 Esd. 
10.) Redeem Israel, God, out of his troubles 1 look with the 
eye of thy mercy, upon our great misery and distress, release 
us from the iron furiiance of Egypt, bring us out of the land of 
the Ohaldees, let the holy city be builded again upon her own 
heap, (Jer. 30,) having walls and gates, repair and rebuild thy . 
fallen temple, the stones of which are trampled upon in every 
street. (Sam. 4.) Gather together thy wandering sheep, receive 
thy returning bride, who has behaved so perversely with strange 
lovers. O God of Israel, effect in us a pure heart, that longeth 
for thy blessed word and will. Send forth faithful laborers into 
thy harvest, (Ps. 3 ; John 4,) who cut and gather the grain in 
due season, perfect the builders who lay for us a good founda- 
tion, that in the last days thy house may be established, and 
appear above all the hills, that many people may go thither and 
say : Come ye, and let us go up to tne mountain of the Lord, 
to the house of the God of Jacob ; and he will teach us of his 
ways, and we will walk in his paths, (Isa. 2 ; Mic. 4 ;) that we 
may walk before thee, in peace and liberty of conscience, all 
the days of our life, under a good government and blameless 
teachers, with a christian baptism, true supper, godly life, and 
a just separation, that thou mayest in power be eternally 
lionored aud praised in us, as in thy beloved children, through 
thy dear Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord, to whom with thee, O 
Father, and thy Holy Spirit, be praise and everlastiue^dcsmvc^vsii^. 
Amen! Amen I Amen I Even^o^ c.Qm^Qj3Ss^l>v*i^^^'«^' 

^0 
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A PLAIN INSTKUCHON 

FROM THE WORD OF GOD, CONCERNING THE 
SPIRITUAL RESURRECTION, AND NEW i)R 
HEAVENLY BIRTH. 

Blessed and holy is he that hath part in the first resurreo- 
Hon : on such the second death has no power. Rev. 20. 

For other foundation can no man lay than that which is 
laid, which is Christ Jesus. 1 Cor. 3. 

Awake thou that sleepest and arise from the dead, and Christ 
shall give thee light. (Eph. 5, 14.) 

The scriptures point out to us two res urrections : namely, a 
bodil y resurrecti on from the dead atHEelast day, and a spiritu al 
rection from sin and death , tq a new life and a ch ange of 

*^ rriat a man should die spiritually unto sin, be spiritually 
buried and rise a'gain to a life of righteousness in God, is plainly 
taught in various parts of the scriptures. 

Paul also exhorted to the same effect : (Eph. 4, 22 ; Bom. 
6 ;) Put off, concerning the former conversation, the old man, 
which is corrupt according to the deceitful lusts ; and be re- 
newed in the spirit of your mind, and that ye put on the new 

, man, which, after God, is created in righteousness and true 
holiness. (Col. 3, 9.) Put off the old man with his deeds, and 
put on the new man which is renewed in knowledge, after the 
image of him that created him. (Col. 32.) Mortify your earthly, 
&c., &e. Before a resurrection from the dead can take place, 
the death of the body is necessary, and before death, sickness, 
pain and tribulation must precede, which have a tendency to 
make death still more bitter to the flesh :fLikewise in & spiritual 
sense, there can be no resurrection from sin and death, unless 
this body of sin be first destroyed and buried, and has sensibly 
endared pain and the burden of sin. — That is sorrowfulness of 
heart, remorse and a sincere repents^ce on account of sin, as is 
evidently shown in the scriptures.) David says, (Ps. 38 : O 
Lord, rebuke me not in thy wrath ; neither chasten me in thy 
hot displeasure. For thine arrows stick fast in me, and thy hand 
pressetn me sore. There is no soundness in my flesh, because 
of thine anger : neither is there any rest in my bones, because 
of my sin. For mine iniquities are gone over my head ; as an 
heavy burden they are too heavy for me. My wounds stink and 
are corrupt, because of my foolishness. I am troubled, I am 

bow&d down greatly : I go movxxum^ «W \}ci& ^\w^ Uu^x For my 
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loins are filled with a loathsome disease, and there is no sound- 
ness in my flesh. I am feeble and sore broken ; I have roared 
by reason of the disquietness of my heart O Lord, all my de- 
^sire is before thee ; and my groaning is not hid from thee. My 
^heart panteth ; my strength faileth me ; as for the light of mine 
eyes it has departed. 

Endore sorrow and distress : according to James 4, 9. Be 
afflicted and moam and weep : Let year laaghter be tnmed to 
moaming, and your joy to heaviness. Paal says, (2 Cor. 7, 9 :) 
Te were made sorry after a godly manner to repentance : For 
godly sorrow worketh repentance to salvation, not to be re- 
pented of; bnt the sorrow of the world worketh death : seeing 
that ye sorrowed after a godly sort, what carefulness it wrought 
in yon, what clearing of yourselves, yea what indignation, what 
fear, vehement desire, revenge, &c. 

JBehold, thus we have to die with Christ unto sin, if we would 

Jlfljnade"Slive with him ^ (1 Tim. 2,) for none can rejoice witfi 

Christ, unless he first suffer with him ; for this is a sure word, 

says Paul : If we died with him, we shall also live with him, if 

we suffer with him, we shall also reign with him. 

This,j£fiLaD3ectia&- includes the new creature, the spiritual 
bjrffi l sanctifici^tion, jvithont which none shall see the' Lord, 
~7Heb. 12,) t&s Paul testifies in a few words, saying : In Christ 
Jesus neither circumcision nor uncircumcision availeth, but a 
new creature. Again : If any oBe-is in .Christ Jfigusheisa new 
.creattare-H}ld.thl5^B^ 

new. j lSrtCal. 672Coi'7'5751^nd this is the -first resurrection j 
for if we have been planted together in the likenesa.4iLIug^deatb, 
(Bom. 6,) that is thrgogh .ipprtif^ngJhe^i^pjuUiufi .oL^ar thlj 
Adanip (Col. 3,) withtul his members or wicked lusts, we then 
shall also be made partakers of his resurrection, (Bom. 6,) and 
know that our old man is crucified with him, that the sinful 
body is destroyed, (Col. 2,) and keep the true sabbath in Christ, 
by putting off the sinful body in the flesh, circumcised with the 
circumcision of Christ, which is done without hands, (Gal. 5,) 
buried through baptism, in which we have also risen with him 
through faith, which is the operation of €k)d, (Col. 2,) we cease 
icgm fljl works of the flesh, (Bom. 6; I Pet. 4,) are led by the 
spirit, bring forth the fruits of the spirit, henceforth, not serve 
sin ; let it suffice that we spent our former days after the man- 
ner of the heathens, when we walked in vanity, wantonness, 
drunkenness, eating and drinking, and in abominable^ idolatry, 
and that we spend the remainder of our days not after the lusts 
of men, but live according to the will of God, that we may say 
with Paul: I am crucified with Christ; nevertheless^ I'lur^l 
yet not I, bat Christ liveih ia m«\ vAi^ \Xv^ \&^ ^\£^^^^^ss« 
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live in the fiesh, I live by the faith of the son of God, who loved' 
me and gave himself for me, (Gal. 2,) therefore, died he for all, 
so that those who live, shoald not live unto themselves, hat unto 
him who died for them, and rose again. (2 Cor. 5.) 

To have a more correct knowledge of this resurrection and 
regeneration, we must bear in mind that all creatures, (I Gen. 
1,) bring forth after their kin d, and every creature partakes of 
the properties, propensities and dispositions of that whic h hrouqk b 
it forth, as Christ says : That which is hr^" ^^ flfiflhi '^ "^°^, 
and cannot see etertra l life ; an^'tyair tyhich is born of splftt,S 8 
'^irU, life and |j6ace, w!^h is e terna l ure, (John 3; KOlff. ft,) 
ttlfit'WhlChtff'born ol iiesli, out uf thy Tartn through corruptible 
seed, is carnally-minded, that is, earthly, and speaks of earthly 
things, is desirous after costly and perishable things ; all the 
thoughts, the whole seeking, all the desires are directed towards 
earthly temporal, or visible things, such things as those of which 
it is born, or from which it proceeds. That which is born of flesh 
and blood, is flesh and blood, and is carnally-minded; but the 
carnal mind is enmity against God, for it is not subject to the 
law of God, neither indeed can b<». (Rom. 8.) Therefore, those 
who are carnal cannot please God ; for such are altogether 
deaf, blind and ignorant in divine things. For a carnal man 
cannot apprehend or comprehend divine things, for by nature 
he has not that discernment ; but on the contrary his mind is 
depraved — God is not in his mind. A carnal man cannot under- 
stand spiritual things, for he is by nature a child of the devil, 
and is not spiritually-minded, (Rom. 8 ; I Cor. 2,) hence, he 
comprehends nothing spiritual ; for by nature he is a stranger 
to God ; has nothing of a divine nature dwelling in him, nor has 
communion with God, but is much rather at enmity with God; 
he is unmerciful, unjust, unclean, not peaceable, impatient, with- 
out understanding and unhappy, &c. So are all men by nature 
according to tlieir birth and origin after the flesh. This is the 
first or old Adam, and is called in the scriptures ungodly, that 
is, without God, a stranger and destitute of the divine nature. 
(Bom. 5; Eph. 2 ; Col. I.) 

This is the nature and property of the earthly and devilish 
seed ; for as the seed is, so is the fruit ; for what a man sows, 
he shall also reap. For he that sows to the .flesh, shall of the 
flesh reap corruption, (Gal. 6, and bring forth fruit unto death: 
he sins like his father, of whom and through whose seed he is 
born, for he is the father of lies and sinned from the beginning, 
and did not abide in the truth, (Rom. 8 ; Wis. 2 ; John 8 ; Gen. 
8,) he, therefore, that sins is of the devil, for sin is not of God, 
hut of the devil, and he that sins has not seen God, nor knew 
hJm ; aad we know that the sou ol V^^H<%&m^Q manifest to 
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take away sins and destroy the works of the devil, (I John 3,) 
and through his death deprive Him of power who had the power 
of death, that is the devil, (Heb. 2,) and deliver them, who 
through fear of death were all their life-time subject to bond- 
age, (Bom. 5 ; John 8,) for by the sin of one man all were made 
sinners. He that sins is the servant of sin | and does the will 
and works 'oFlilm whose servant he~ is, and whose spirit leads 
bim ; for every one is a servant to him whom he serves, whether 
of sin unto death, or of obedience unto righteousness; (Bom. 
6,) for he that does unjustly shall receive according to his 
works. To them Paul speaks, that they should awaken from 
the sleep of sin and death, so that the second death shall have ^ 
no power over them ; saying : Awake thou thdt sleepesty and 
arise from the dead, and Christ shall give thee light, (Eph. 
6, 14.) 

On the other hand, all those who are born from above out of 
God^ through the living word, (John 1 ; James 1 ; Pet. 1,) and 
are renewed, they are also minded, and have a disposition 
and propensity for good, as he has who has begotten them and 
of whom they are born. And what the nature and disposition 
' of God and Christ are, we may readily perceive through the in- 
struction of the sacred scriptures ; for Christ has expressly set 
forth himself in his word ; namely, after his human nature, that 
' we are to know, apprehend, and follow him, and shall be like 
him : not according to his divine nature ; for he is the true 
image of the invisible God, the brightness of his glory, and the 
express image of his person, who dwells in ineffable light whom 
none can approach or see, (Col. 1 ; Heb. 1 ; 1 Tim. 3 ; Exod. 33 ; 
John 1,) but after his walk and life here upon earth, as he testi- 
fied and showed among men in words, deed and example, for us 
to follow and conform thereto, in order that we may become 
partakers of his nature in the spirit. (Matt. 11 ; Ps. 54, 85.) 
Christ is every where in the scriptures represented to us as 
being humble, meek, merciful, just, holy, wise, spiritual, long 
saffering, patient, peaceable, salvation, love, obedience and 
good, as the perfection of all things ; for in him there is sin- 
cerity. (Acts 3; Heb. 7 ; 1 Pet. 1 ; 1 Cor. 1 ; John 4; Matt. 
5 ; CoL 3 ; . 2 Cor. 4.) Behold, this is the image of God, or 
Christ in the spirit, whose example we shall follow till we be- 
come like it in nature, and evidence it by our lives, all the 
regenerated children of God are thus minded, for they take 
after him of whom they are begotten ; and those are liKe the 
others, comprised in one word, namely, godly, or godlv persons, 
as those who have communion with him are one mind and dis- 
position, and who have the image of God in tbftm^^Si\}ci>^^*^:^^^ 
tures, both of the Old and N«i«i '\!^i^\».m^xiV» ^^s^tA^^*^^ ^«ss^^ 
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especially in the epistle to the Oollossians, in the 3d Chap, 
where he says : Put off the old man with his deeds, and put on 
the tiew man which is renewed in knowledge after the image of 
him who created him ; Put on, therefore, as the elect of God, 
holy and beloved, bowels of mercies, kindness, humbleness of 
mind, meekness, long svffering, forbearing one anotJier, and 
forgiving one another, if any man have a quarrel against any, 
even as Christ forgave you, so also do ye; and above all thing t 
put Oil charity, which is the bond of perfectness ; and let the 
peace of God rule in your hearts to the which ye are called in 
one body : and be ye thankful, ^-c. (Gal. 4 ; Phil. 2.) My little 
children, of whom I travail 'in birth again until (Jhristhe 
formed in ydib. Let this mind be in you which was also in 
Christ Jesus, for Christ is the image of God to whom we must 
conform. (Heb. 1.) For whom he did foreknow, he difi also 
predestinate to he conformed to the image of his Son, (Rom. 
8.) Those, therefore, who have conformed to the image of 
Christ Jesus, they are the truly regenerated children of God, 
and have put off the old man, and put on the new which is cre- 
ated after God, in true righteousness and holiness. 

T.hese^'hen theiy.haxe„conformed to the image of Go d, ahd 
and hav^eenl)6rn of QqJi and afterwards cohltnugln UocI, wHl 
riSfcommitsirii^fbr 'Che seed oT Goir remains Tg "^jglfij jftn j[ tB^ 
have'ove^oine^he"^^ 'llTiSinr'K^f^efife crucified 

to t!fe~^OrT(l, and "Che wcTrld unto them ; (Rom. 6,) have mortified 
their flesh, and buried their^sjufijl body with Christ in baptism, 
with all their lusts au'd'^sTres, andno" longer s^I've mil AuTo 
unrighteousness, but much more righteousness unto salvation ; 
for they^ have put on C hri^,apd.ftr<> pnrifipr^ tl^r^ uyh the H oly 
ijhost, in their consciences, from dead works to serve the li^tUg 
Go3 ; bringing forth through the spirit the fruits of the spirit 
whose end is eternal life. (Gal. 5 ; Heb. 9.) When these (as 
above said) have renounced the devil, flesh, and world and the 
service of sin, no more to serve sin, they have voluntarily obli- 
gated themselves with David, as faithful servants of God, and 
henceforth live according to his blessed will all their days. (Ps. 
118.) And on the other hand the devil with his adherents, is 
mightily enraged, is waging war against them ; because they 
are deadly enemies ; (Rev. 12 ;) and they are enemies to sin and 
the devil, and have enlisted under the banner of the red cross of 
their prince, and have taken the field against all their enemies 
— they are armed with the armor of God, and surrounded with 
angels of the Lord, (Acts 3 ; Heb. 12 ; Ps. 33,) always watch- 
ing with great solicitude, lest they be overcome by their enemies, 
who do not slumber, but are always going about like roaring 
Jlons seeking whom they may de^otiT,«LW^ A^wi^\3aw5 teceire 
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occasionailj a wound, and are overtaken by their enemies, still 
their souls remain uninjured, and this wound is not unto death ; 
for they have the unction of God, (1 John 5,) the true Samaritan 
and the true physician with them, who binds up and heals their 
wounds ; for he has compassion over our weakness and sickness. 
Through his stripes and wounds we are made whole. (Luke 10 ; 
Isa. 16, 63 ; Bom. 6.) Nor are they so overcome that they will 
cast from them their weapons, and thus surrender, again to become 
servants of sin, (Eph. 6 ; Phil. 4,) which should again acquire 
the ascendency over them and rule them; but they are encour- 
aged anew of the Lord, and in the strength of his power, they 
persevere valiantly in battle, till they, through him, by whom 
they can do all things, have conquered their enemy, and glori- 
ously say to their enemy : death, where is thy sting ? grave, 
where is thy victory? (I Cor. 15,) thanking God with Paul: 
But thanks be to God. who giveth us the victory, through our 
Lord Jesus Christ. The Lord, says Jeremiah, (Jer. 20,) is with 
me as a mighty, terrible one, therefore shall my persecutors 
stumble, and they shall not prevail, &c., and say with David : 
.Blessed be the Lord, my strength, who teaches my hands to war 
and my fingers to fight; (Ps. 144,) and they are not moved till 
they have broken their enemies to pieces : Blessed be the Lord 
that he has not given us as a prey in their teeth ; our souls have 
escaped, like a bird from the fowler's snare ; the cord is rent, 
and we are ransomed from our enemies, and out of the hand of 
those who hate us, &c. (Luke 1.) The Lord is a rewarder of 
them that diligently seek, love and serve him ; (Heb. 11,) as it 
written : Behold the Lord cometh, and his reward is with him ; 
(Rev. 22,) yea, his reward and the gift of God are eternal life 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. For, if you serve the Lord 
Jesus Christ, yon will receive the reward of your inheritance, 
the crown of life, which God has promised those who love him. 
(Rom. 6 ; Col. 3 ; James 1 ; 2 Tim. 4.) 

As stated above, that every creature has the nature and dis- 
position of him of whom it is bom, therefore, ^e will s peak a 
few words conce rning the nature, pr operties and^rejKgtS" ot jhg* 
seed, of the dtviaejword, wTiefeby we"are begotten in tne image 
oTGoS ; for where thi&'^ed is sown upon good ground, into the 
heart of man, there it grows and produces its like in nature and 
property, it changes and renews the whole man, from the carnal 
into the spiritual, the earthly into the heavenly, it transforms 
from death unto life, from unbelief to belief, and makes man 
happy, (John 3 ; Rom. 8 ; John 1 ; Gal. 3,) for through this seed 
all nations upon earth are blessed. (Gen. 22.) Therefore, says 
James: Wherefore lay apart all filthiness and suijerfl.ait^ <iC 
naughtiness^ and receive with Tcve^Vxi^«% >2t!L^ ^:^^vSvfc^ nr^x^ 
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Wliich is ftble to saTe vonr sottls. (1 Cor. 3.) It is also the pure, 
unadiilterable milk, 'wnereby the youDg and new born children 
of God are nurtured, till they attain to a perfect man, nnto the 
measure of the stature of tne fullness of Christ, (Eph. 4,) it is 
also strong food for the perfect and aged in Christ Jesus. (Heb. 
6.) \Inj;hort, this se^d. of J^e divine ^wordjs food 

"whereby the whole inner nianjs ascertamed/^i TPet T,y so tha t 
1^ perish andifaint-iiQjCu^Hs ioDf^i^niBslCSasIjJesolate woriq^ss 
^ mrrtd'' starve and famtjtho do not d^ly^ather "^tEe ISrea cL 
of the diViUBTtv^i'Srio safisfy their starving sou^ (DeulA-'6 ; Mllti. 
4,) for man lives not by bread alone, b6t by every word which 
proceeds from the mouth of €rod. Therefore, is he blessed who 
hungers after this heavenly bread, and receives the ingrafted 
word ; for it will bring forth after its nature, in due time, one 
hundred fold. (Matt. 13.) For, says the Lord, as the rain oometh 
down, and the snow from heaven, and retumeth not thither, but 
watereth the earth, and maketh it bring forth and bud, that it 
may give seed to the sower and bread to the eater, so shall my 
word be that goeth forth out of my mouth ; it shall not return 
unto me void, but it shall accomplish that which I please. (Isa. 

550 
Behold, this is the nature, property and effects of the seed of' 

the word of God, by which men are renewed, regenerated, sanc- 
tified and saved through this incorruptible seed, (namely, the 
living word of God which abides to eternity,) (1 Pet. 1,) and are 
clothed with the same power from above, are filled with the 
Holy Ghost, fLuke 24,) and are thus united to God, that they 
become partakers of the divine nature, and be made conforma- 
ble to the image of his Son, who is the first of the regenerated, 
(2 Pet. 1 ; Bom. 8 ; 2 Cor. 3 ; Col. 1,) and those who rose with 
him from the sleep and death of sin, henceforth serve him not 
in the oldness of the letter, but in the newness of the spirit 
v^ (Rev. 1 ; Rom. 7.) 

He that is trulv sincere, and has this principle and disposi- 
tion in his heart, has put on Christ Je^us, is become like unto 
Christ, and has the image of God in his heart, and is spiritually 
minded, is led by the Spirit in his spirit, from whose spiritual 
body, spiritual fruits are brought forth, as a w^li springing up 
unto eternal life. (John 4, 7.) For they are regenerated uirougfa 
the word which was sown in their hearts, begotten of God, and 
bom anew to bring forth fruit of eternal life ; they, tiierefore, as 
children born of God, are the same as the father, of one mind 
and disposition, have the divine nature of their Father, who has 
begotten them ; whoso thoughts are heavenly, whose words are 
truth, well seasoned, whose good works are holy, acceptable to 
Ood and man ; for they ate \i0\7 n«&%«\% q1 Vi^^x^ \iseful and 
ready to every good work. (,Co\. ^, \\ 'I'tm.'I.^ 
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Even as .Paul (Rom. 6) exhorts those who are born of the 
corruptible seed of flesh and blood, who are carthlj, sensual, 
without understandinfi: and blind in divine things ; yea, children 
of wrath, that they should die unto siu, mortify and bury the 
lusts and desires of the flesh, and then rise by virtue of the 
heavenly seed from the sleep and death of sin and be regene* 
rated, and walk in newness of life, which is the first resurrection, 
saying : AwaJce thou that sleepest, and arise from the deadf 
and Christ shall give thee liokt, (Eph. 5.) . So does he also 
admonish all regenerated children of God, who have been 
changed in mind and disposition through the eternal saving 
seed of God, who have been regenerated and are risen, that 
they should be godly, spiritually and heavenly minded, and 
strive for and desire heavenly, incorruptible things ; and that 
their heart (I Pet. 1) should be where their treasure is, (Luke 
12 ; Eph. 1, 2,) and tneir conversation in heaven, as fellow saints 
of the house of God, telling them : If then ye he risen vxith 
Christ, seek those thinqs which are above, where Christ sitteth 
on the right hand of God; set your affections on things above, 
not on things on the earth ; for ye are dead, and your life is 
hid with Christ in God, when Christ, toho is our life, shaU 
appear, then shall ye also appear with him in glory, (Col. 3.) 
Here we have an account how the regenerated children of God 
have risen with Christ from the dead, and now live with him, 
converse upon heavenly things, and appear to the world as not 
living, for their life is hid in God, as St. John says : Now we 
are the sons of God, and it doth not yet appear what we shall 
be ; but we know that, when he shall appear, we shall be like 
him ; for we shall see him as he is. (1 John 3.) 

(^With these and the* like words the scriptures admonish the 
ruly rftgftf|grftt^.d and those who have arisen, that they ^hg^ld 
take heed to their calling, and conj^i^e perfect in a new^godbjr 
walk, (Heb. 3,) for if they haveBeen made partak'ers oTtJnristi 
jEpgy sh ould persevere to the end, lest they again depaj:Uipm 
tfr" li^ipg^fijjjjtHrniigyi thfl .dec'eitfuln)BS3]pTsin and an e vil he art 
of un belief: and they sKourd' remain steaSfasTltU'd perfect, as 
the children of God, and inherit the kingdom of their Father, 
and reign in eternity and rule over sin, death, devil and hell, 
and all the enemies of the kingdom, whom they overcome with 
Christ as valiant men ; therefore, will they also sit with Christ 
at the table of the Lord, (Luke 13,) eat the bread and drink the 
wine of the kingdom of heaven ; even as Christ overcame, and 
sitteth with his Father in his kingdom which is prepared for 
them ; as a fortified city ; (Rev. 3 ; 2 Esq. 7,8;) free from all 
(iare of their enemies ; in full rest, full of life and joy ; for thev 
eat of t^e tree of life which is in \\ift m^V cj.1 ^*x^\%^% -^^^w^. 
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pleasure garden is ever close to the unregeiierat^d^ who are 
still earthly and sensually minded, who still have by nature the 
Tail and partition wall of sin before their hearts. 

These are they, who died with Christ unto sin, and have truly 
risen, (Bom. 6 ; John I,) these are the new bom, to whom the 
power is given to become the sons of God, these were redeemed 
out of all nations, (Bev. 5, 7, 19,) these have on the wedding 
garments against the marriage of the Lamb, these have received 
the sign T AU in their foreheads by which the servuits of God 
are designated, (Ez. 9 ; Bev. 7,) these are the spiritual bride of 
Christ, his holy community, his spiritual body, nesh of his flesh, 
and bone of his bone, (Eph. 5,) these have come to the heavenly 
Jerusalem, the city of the living God, which came down from 
heaven, (Bev. 21,) these have come to an innumerable company 
of angels, to the' general assembly of the church of the first born 
which are written in heaven, (Heb. 12,) and to Jesus, the medi- 
ator of the new covenant ; they are fellow Atizens in the house- 
hold of God who have put off the corruptible garment, (Eph. 2, 
4 ; Esd. 3,) and put on the incorruptible, have acknowledged 
the name of God, and kept his commandments, (Bev. 14,) and 
the faith of Jesus ; the true sheep of Christ, who hear his voice, 
and follow no other ; (John 10 ;) the first fruits of his creatures, 
have the spirit and mind of Christ, therefore, knowing what the 
will of the Lord is ; (James 1 ; Bom. 8 ;) yea, the chosen gene- 
ration, the spiritual and royal priesthood, a holy nation, a^ 
peculiar people ; (Eph. 5 ; 1 Pet. 2 ;) who in times past were 
not a people, but now the people or God, for God had com« 
passion on them ; these are the souls who were slain, under tiie 
altar, for the word of God. (Bev. 6.) 

In short, with them old things have passed away ; behold all 
things have become new ; bub ^ts is all of God, who has recon- 
ciled us v/nto himself through Jesus Chrtst; these are they wh'o 
stand before the throne of God, with palms in their hands, and 
olothed in white, saying : Blessing, and glory, wisdom, thanks- 
giving, honor, power and might be unto our God forever and 
ever, Amen. (2 Esd. 2 ; Bev. 7.) 

This is a short instruction concerning the spiritual resurrection 
and the new birth, and the difference between the natural and 
spiritual ; between the earthly and the heavenly ; and how every 
one is disposed, inclined, and of what mind he is, according to 
his birth or origin, and that he is of the same disposition, of the 
^me mind, and of such a nature as that is of which he is bom, 
fhat which generated him ; for the natural man is not spiritual, 
neither is that which is born of flesh and blood, the spiritual 
birth of God from heaven; butiii|!;e prodvfi^ (t&£iu- (John 4.) 
Aa the iiataral man is, bo axe lYie^^^VkO «xe naturally, born. 
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Snch as God is, who is a Spirit and in heayen, sach are also 
they who are spiritnallv bom from heayen, who far exceed 
tiiose naturally bom of flesh. 

Here, as in a mirror, one may view and examine himself 
and judge of what birth, mind, disposition, nature, life and 
conduct he is ; for here a man, by taking a little pains, can 
judge and prove himself. A man's walk, word and actions, 
and th^houghts of his heart, all show what he is ; (1 Cor, 2,) 
for man knows himself best, .and no one knows what is in man, 
but the spirit which is in man. 

Again : as many therefore, who after having proved them- 
selves, find that they are not renewed and regenerated after 
their first birth, according to the flesh, in their mind, under- 
standing, spirit and disposition, but are yet altogether sensual, 
earthly, worldly and devilishly minded; and from their depraved, 
inbred nature, are prone and willing to do all manner of evil, 
they will humble themselves before God, with Jeremiah, (Jer. 
8,) saying : Let us examine and prove our ways, and let us turn 
nnto the Lord, let us lift our hands and hearts to God in heaven, 
and say, we have sinned before heaven and in thy sight, and have 
excited thy wrath : Let us weep and let our eyes run over with 
water; ana say with David: Come let us worship and bow 
down ; let us kneel before the Lord our Maker, and entreat him 
that he would make glad the work of his hands, and renew us 
whom he created — let us humbly entreat him for his spirit, 
whicl^is the great cause of all this, and say: Lord send forth 
thy spirit, and they will be created, and thou wilt renew the face 
of the earth, ^1 Cor. 12 ; Ps. 95, 103 ;) and thus they continue 
in prayer and m their desires to God, till they are clothed with 
the power of the spirit from on high, converted and renewed in 
the spirit of their mind ; and with astonishment say : This is 
the change wrought by the right hand of God the most High. 
(Ps. 76.) 

Also, lhj2fiSjvho on examining themselves, find that they are 
born from above^y the grace of God, that they are new in 
Christ, and t^ave become a temple of God, and that they take 
heed to themseTves according to the cotin^el of the scriptures, 
in order that, since they are washed, purified, regenerated and 
sanctified, they do not again defile themselves, and pollute the 
temple of God ; if any man defile the temple of God. him shall 
€k)d destroy, (1 Cor. 3 ;) they pray in the spirit with assured 
confidence, to God, their Father, with David : O God strengthen 
us and confirm in us that which thou didst cause in us ! (Ps. 
17.) He will then hear in his holy temple, according to his 
promise ; for he is faithful who has begun the cood^Q^t\a.^^js«^> 
he will aJso perform it until the daj oi3^\M& QtoNsX.. \^\sa-V>\ 
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•Peter says : Give all diligence add to yonr ftiith virtue ; and to 
virtue knowledge ; and to kno'wledge temperance ; and to tem- 

Serance patience ; and to patience godliness ; and to godlinesfi 
rotherly kindness ; and to brotherly kindness charity ; for if 
these be in you, and abound, they make you that ye shall neither 
be barren nor unfruitful in the knowledge of our Lord Jesus 
.Christ ; but he that lacketh these tilings, is blind and cannot se^ 
afar off, and hath forgotten that he was purged fronoi his old 
sins ; wherefore, the rather, brethren give diligence, to make 
your calling and election sure ; for if ye do these things, he shall 
never failj for so an entrance shall be ministered unto you 
abundantly, into ihe everlasting kingdom of our Lord and 
tejaviour, Jesus Christ. (2 Pet. 1,) 

May the God of all grace, who will gather all his chosen in 
the last resurrection, into his kingdom, grant us such hearts; 
minds and dispositions, that we through true taith, may die unto 
yourselves, deny and renounce ourselves, that we may have part 
in the first resurrection spoken of, which resurrection does not 
take place in the bodily resurrection from the dead, as will be 
the case in the other resurrection, at the last day, but this 
resurrection consists alone in dying unto, mortifying and bury- 
ing the sinful body through putting ofiP, and dying unto the old 
life, and to rise and be received into a new, divine conduct and 
pious life. May Jesus Christ help us in all this, who is blessed 
forever, Amen, 



CONCLUSION. 



Here, kind reader, you have a brief instruction of the 
Spiritual Resurrection from death or the sleep of sin^ some 
inducements to awaken and arise, and henceforth to live a godly, 
pious, unblamable life, according to the example of Jesus Christ, 
as the scriptures abundantly instruct us, and as is partially re- 
lated here; for the Father himself, in heaven directs us to 
Christ, and says : This is my beloved Son, in whom lam weU 
pleasedy hear ye him. He says : Ye shall hear him. Moses also 
testifies of him, and says : The Lord, thy God, will raise unto 
thee a prophet from the midst of thy brethren, like unto me, 
unto him ye shall hearken, and every smU tohich will not hear 
that Prophet, shall be destroyed from among the people. 
(Acts 3.) 

Thus we counsel and admonish all in general, of whatever 

DRme, city and condition, that they would be pleased to take 

good heed to the word oltbe LoTA,^^\0^'«^Vw^\iRt% bviefly 
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presented, according to my limited gift ; I hope by the grace of 
God, that you will find nothing in it but the infallible truth of 
Christ, (Matt. 15,) for we have not directed you to men, nor to 
the doctrine nor commands of men, (John 19,) but alone to 
Jesus Christ, and to his holy word which he taught and left 
upon earth, and sealed it with his blood and death, and after- 
wards had it promulgated throughout the world, by his faithful 
witnesses and holy apostles. (Mark 16.) 

Besides, we say, tnat all doctrines, which do not agree with 
the doctrine of Jestis Christ and his apostles, if ever so fair in 
appearance, they are accursed. (Gal. 1.) For his word is the 
truth, and h^s command is eternal life, (John 12, 17 ;) therefore, 
we kindly entreat you, from our inmost souls, that you be 
pleased to accept and read with an understanding heart, this 
our Instruction concerning the Spiritual Resurrection and 
New Creature, and compare and prove it with the doctrines of 
the apostles ; if it does not agree with theirs, let it be accursed, 
for no man can lay any other foundation than that which is laid, 
which is Christ Jesus. (1 Cor. 3) To him be praises forever 
and ever, Amen. 
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PREFACE. 



Bbbthubn and sisters in Christ, it is known and evident to all th^ 
true children of Ood, who are enlightened by his spirit, that hnman 
reason is so depraved in Adam that it possesses but little light which 
can lead to godliness ; yea, it has become so unfit, haughty, duml> 
and blind that it would even attempt presumptuously to alter, bend^ 
break, gainsay, judge and find fault with the word of the Lord God, 
it will not yield to any spirit or gift and persists that it is right, ana 
that all it does or sa3rs is to be c^ed God's word, whereby the saving 
tmth, and blessed love and peace have often to endure and suffer 
much detriment and infamy. 

In the second place, it is evident that also the enchanting spirit of 
antichrist has made the whole world so drunk with the cup of hia 
abominations, (Bev. 17,) has so rejected the doctrine of Christ and 
bis holy apostles, his sacraments, spirit, life, ordinance, usages, 
example and the true worship, that but little of a salutary nature 1^ 
left among men, and hence it is difficult to restore what has been 
destroyed to its true order and proper usage, to which the Lord had 
ordained it. 

In the third place, it is evident that the old master, satan, the arch ^ 
enemy of God and souls, is always about us, as a roaring lion, an4 
seeks whom he may devour, as Peter says : (1 Pet. 5) he assails 119 
in diverse Ways ; now with the unclean wicked nature of our dOr 
praved^flesh, and anon with some enchanting false doctrine and fkir 
words, and again, by persecution, cross and fears, then with liberty 
and worldly life of the flesh; now with riches and abundance, then 
again with defects, wants and poverty. In short, he shoots his fiery 
darts constantly, they fly by day and by night, in secret and in public. 
He that does not zealously abide in the fear of God cannot withstan4 
the manifold assaults of his temptations. Tea, we may at times 
imagine all is gained, then we are assaulted most violently, he raised 
up some under semblance of truth, whom Paul calls : Men of cor^ 
mpt minds, destitute of truth, who dispute and wrangle, they 
are envious persons, malicious slanderers, unclean perverted minds, 
they are guilty of a lamentable destruction of the holy peace of God, 
a grievous denial of christian love, a hindrance of the saving doo* 
trine, they sustain factious sects, and make paths to reprobation a# 
we have abundantly seen in the days of the open truth, (1 Tim. 6.) 

Alas ! brethren, take warning ; again I say, beware and watch ; 
finr James says that such wisdom is not fh)m above, but it is earthly^ 
sensual and devilish ; for the wisdom which is from above, is first 
pure, then peaceable, gentle and easy to be entreated, Aill of mercy 
and good fruits, without partiality and without hypocrisy. (James S.) 
Yea, my brethren, where there is no peaceable, friendly, saving an4 
impartial wisdom, tliere is nothing but forced appearance oC ^ood^ 
powerless, impure and sinful pra|?«t, wiU\i%X«ei?ic3^'^«s^s^«!ft5k^^^s=^*'^'*^ 
re§tlesB and troubled conscience, tuW ot %Xt\^<& wA ^\^'«^'snkvsj^> ^^ 

31* 



366 PREFACE. 

matter how mnch we may boast of the truth. The Lord grant that 
we may see this. 

In the fourth place, it Is eyident that tte community or church 
cannot continue in the slaving doctrine, unblamable and pious life 
without the proper use of the Mccommunication or Ban; even as a 
city without a good police, or laws and regulations, or a field with- 
out any inclosure, and a house without walls and doors, so is also a 
community which has not the true apostolic Exclusion or Ban^ for 
without it there would be an opening for all deceiving spirits, for all 
abominations, and for proud scomers, for all idolatrous and wan-^ 
tonly, perverted sinners : yea, for all lewd debauchees, sodomites, 
adulterers, as is the case with all the great sects of the world, which 
call themselves, though improperly, the church of Christ ; according 
to my opinion it is the distinguished usage, honor and prosperity of 
sincere community, if they with christian discretion teach the tmei 
apostolic Separatum, and observe it carefully in love, according to 
the ordinance of the holy divine scriptures ; it is more than evident, 
if we had not with due zeal insisted upon it, that we would be esteemed 
and called, by every one, the members of the sect of Munzter and all 
other perverted sects. But (thank God) since, in consequence of the 
proper use of Excommunication, it is well known, among several 
thousand honorable, sincere persons, in different principalities, citiesy 
and countries, that we are guiltless of, and free from all ungodly 
abominations, and preverted sects, and that we also, do make this 
known, unreservedly, to the whole world, not only by our doctrines,' 
but with our possessions and blood. 

Having observed, and laid this to heart, that now the bilgfat light 
of the holy gospel of Christ shines again in refulgent splendor in 
these vexatious times of all antichristian abominations ; God's own 
and first begotten Son, Christ Jesus, is gloriously revealed, his good 
will and pleasure and holy word concerning faith, regeneration, re^ 
pentance, baptism, the Lord's supper, and the whole saving doctrine, 
life and ordinance, have again come to light through much seeking, 
prayer, reading, teaching and writing. Chat now aU things (God be 
praised for his grace) proceed according to the tme apostolic rule in 
the community, whereby the kingdom of Christ rises in honor, and 
the kingdom of antichrist is sinking. For this reason the arch enemj 
of our souls violently opposes, uses his old wiles and arts moat 
Bubtlely against it. He appears under the cloak of a christian, 
(understand me rightly) boasts of faith proudly, upbraids ; yea, re 
jects all the Babylonian deeds, is baptized, seats himself with tha 
saints at the Lord's supper, praises the lives of the pious, hears «c- 
hortations, gives alms, receives the poor, washes the saints' feet. 
Bays that Christ is the son of God. In short, in appearance be is as 
unblamable, regenerated, penitent and true christian. But in the 
mean time, he watches where he may assail us most easily and injure 
OS the most, slily enters our depraved and enchanted understanding. 
Bome of whom, as is evident, as yet know little what the nature and 
mind of the Holy Ghost are, he presses them closely, for he knows 
how skillfully to defend his cause with the letter of the scriptures, he 
apeaks gently ; whatever he does, he does as though out of pore fear 
of Qod, and love to the community, with the word and truth of the 
Zord. Tfaroogh bis Influenca tome, aa \\ii«%)5Mi\ qC C<^eat diatrast 
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and amdety of consctetice, wran^e and dispbte) principally concern- 
ing tlie separation which he can so little tolerate and endure ; here 
and there they raise pernicious questions and answers whereby those 
who are of a perverted and enchanted understanding, begin to be in* 
flamed at each other, so that some of them when they find that they 
cannot stand before the power of the truth, leave, out of mere party 
spirit, the pleasant Jerusalem and return again to unclean, blind 
l£ibel ; or build up a sect of their own, as I have with much sorrow 
seen it to be the case two or three times. Behold, this is the pearl 
which the old deceiver seeks with his ire and wrangling ; for whether 
we stay away from the idolatrous church or not, be baptized or not, 
it is immaterial to him ; if he can only inflame our hearts with hatred 
and envgr one towards another, corrupt our minds, mar our love, 
destroy our peace, if he can but sow discord, defamation, hatred, 
lies, enmity and backbiting, which generally arise from such dis- 
putes ; if he can but do this, then he has accomplished what he 
sought. Ah ! dear brethren, beware, for it is more than dear, that 
all those who have not the meek, friendly, peaceable spirit of Christ, 
but are contentious, are not of God. Be this known to you. 

Seeing then we know, that he did from the beginning of the ex- 
pounded gospel, to the present moment, cause us much pain and 
■orrow of heart, with his cunning, unfruitful question of contention, 
and other pernicious disputations, I do most affectionately and cor- 
dially entreat all who would desire to walk peaceably and quietly in 
the fear of God with a good conscience, before the Lord and his 
community, that they would all before God, in Christ Jesus, lay thia 
sinoerely to heart, how faithfully the Holy Spirit of Christ warns us 
concerning our unprofitable, foolish questions, answers, disputa- 
tions, and quarrels, (1 Tim. 6 ; 2 Tim. 2 ; Tit. 8,) for the spirit of 
Christ is the spirit of love and peace, and therefore, teaches all his 
children love and peace, and writes it upon the tablets of our hearts 
with his gracious finger. Ah ! do reflect upon what we teach ; and 
that his holy kingdom and word are a word and kingdom of peace, 
and not of strife, his messengers and servants, are messengers and 
aervants of peace, (Isa. 2, 52 ; Mich. 4 ; Nah. 1 ; Rom. 10,) in order 
that you, who call yourselves after his holy name, who alone has 
graciously called you into his kingdom of peace, (Isa. 9 ; Heb. 7,) 
tbrongh the word of his peace may escape the snares of the devU, 
and that you may so conduct yourselves in all your ways after Christ's 
will and pleasure, towards all men, and observe his holy word and 
ordinance, and defend it ; that you may promote that true righteousr 
ness required of God, such as faith, love, repentance, regeneration, 
piety and peace with all other fruits of the Holy Ghost ; gladden 
the hearts of all the sorrowful of heart and the young and t^der in 
Christ Jesus, and console and encourage them in all their trials, 
need, temptations, tribulation and fear, so that the most holy city 
may again be rebuilt, which lay desolated for so many centuries, 
and restore all its usages, ordinances and services to primitive order. 
Tea, that the saving light of the true gospel of Christ may be spread 
Among all nations, kindred and tongues, in its full spl^idor, and 
that the accursed, lying and anti-christian darkness may be dispelled. 

Then observe that the Lord's powerful word is more and more 
joUracnlonsly breaking /orth and ITmX^ XJattt^loiw^ %J^ Vc^'«i ^w«asvx 
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would gladly s«e ind haTQ unanimity in thfii parf of the B2LH 
(whereby they are sometimes so greatly troubled and perplexed^ aa 
related,) that they might all orderly proceed observing one mle, ac- 
cording to the scriptures as it becomes christians ; and I an unworthy 
person, the weakest of all the saints, have been tried severely in this 
j^art by many different spirits for twenty-two years, and have endured 
many an attack, whereby others are not only taught of me, but I am; 
also tauffht of others, (the giver of all good gifts be praised for all 
this.] And also after some considerable time through many advent!-* 
tious circumstances, examining into and reflecting upon some of the 
things connected with this, I was through experience, induced to ■ 
yield to the solicitations and prayers of the brethren who were 
desirous of seeing good in all respects, that before the close of my 
life, I would examine and revise the Ground and meaning of the- trvt 
apostolie Ban or Separation^ arrange it formally and present it for 
examination to the elders and ministers of the community, to all 
desiring peace, so that if any one, after my departure, (as I am now 
an old feeble man) might cause any trouble, strife or dissention 
among the quiet and peaceable, under pretence that he heard this oi 
that firom me at any time, or might infer wrong views from some of 
my writings which have not as yet been so fally explained by me 
concerning man and wife, and of open, offensive sensual sinners, (as 
it is done here,) in order that the brethren may refer them to my 
eonelttsive ground, after I shall have fallen asleep in God, and madJo 
my exit hence. Besides, that the pious doubtful conscience may 
thereby be relieved, so that they may attain an assurance of con« 
fldence in their minds. Which I have undertaken with great difflt 
dence (although it was quite christian like and good before) and did 
it especially, because I knew that they were not all brethren and 
sisters in truth and power who should read, hear or see this. And 
where the mind is not pure, and love is not genuine, there the under- 
standing is generally partial and the construction perverse, this I 
have learned to be the case myself of some towards me. Ah I that 
some of them would obtain grace. Besides I know, that the opinions, 
judgments, affections and minds are different ; and that the all-pre* 
Tailing truth and the fear, spirit and unction of the Lord, are not 
possessed by every one in their fulness ; therefore, I fear that all will 
not receive and follow this doctrine as the IVw Ground of Truth* 
O that we all had the eyes of the understanding, those of ns who 
think we see, it would, according to my opinion, soon gain a strong 
hold with some. 

1 have f^U confidence in those, who in the true fear of Gk>d seek 
union and peace with sincerity among all the pious, and are anxious 
for the truth } they will receive my brotherly work, to promote holy 
peace, and to explain eternal truth, with christian fidelity ; they wlu 
not despise it, but gladly receive it, and thank the Lord for his grace ; 
for it appears to me, almost impossible to hit upon a surer and more 
certain way according to truth, in which we may stand, before Qod 
and man, and that which 1 have impartially, and according to my 
limited talents, pointed out and explained as before God in Christ 
Jesus, and which is according to the sacred scriptures. 

/ do Dot serve the stifE^necked, haughty and perverse scomers, 
neither immoYM^ bigots and wts,u|^\«ks,\>>qX \JbA«« I aerve^ who are 
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of an impartial, new christian mind who suffer themselves to be in- 
stmcted, and are under the fi^iidance of the Holy Ghost, and live in 
the lear of God and in pure love, who have received the Lord's holy 
word and truth in a pure mind, follow it through the received unction 
implicitly, and are free ftrom all bitter party spirit, vain horror, 
hatred and envy ; for with such we find the amiable spirit of peace, 
sincere and pious disposition, an unleavened, pure heart and conver- 
sation, and, therefore,. also an upright and pure understanding, and 
an incorrupt, saving ground and exposition, and they live no more 
with their selfish fiesh, but unto Christ and their neighbors, resist 
none, are humble, are opposed to all unscriptural contention and 
strife, readily acknowledge their short comings wherein they have 
erred ; reconcile their neighbors whom they had grieved, regarding 
neither honor nor dishonor ; heap fiery coals upon the heads of their 
adversaries ; walk unblamably, in order that they may awaken them 
again unto truth with love, lead them from the way of error, bring 
them unto Christ, and Bave them eternally. Behold these are they, 
I say, whom I serve with my writings ; for they have Christ in power 
with his spirit, word and love, and thus with him, and in him they 
have True Chbistianitt, which will stand before God— which is 
a useftd, cheering, peaceable and Joyful thing^ Ah, children, be 
admonished ; learn rightly to know the subtlety of the devil, and 
beware of discord. May the merciful Father grant us all the wisdom 
of Christ, Amen. 



EXPLANATION 

OF THE TRUE APOSTOLIC SEPARATION OR 

EXCOMMUNICATION. 

I. What is meant hy Separation or Excommunication f 

Cordially faithful childrai of tbe Lord, whom I Ioto in 
trath. Since I have, but of paternal fidelity, undertaken thia 
rery critical task, for the benefit of yon all, and the pious ^n- 
erally, (I say a critical task, for I am well aware that it causes 
mucn grief among the simple for some time ; and I fear that all 
is not over yet,) I therefore entreat you all in general, both the 
afflicted and unafflicted, by the bloody wounds of Jesus, all of 
you, who with me bow your knees before the almighty, great 
God, I exhort you by the righteous judgment, which he will hold 
. at his future coming in the clouds of heaven, in flaming fire 
with his mighty angels, that you would be pleased to judge this 
my work impartially, and witn a pure heart of peace — read arti- 
cle after article, nay, every word, with sincere Christian discre- 
tion, in true love, according to the rule and ground of truth ; 
and, in the first place, well observe what Excommunication of 
the church of Christ is in power, which was left and taught us 
by the Lord's holy apostles, ''so that you despise none ignor- 
antly, nor say with scorners : Let them freely excommunicate, 
their excommunication is notj^angerous :" and similar unguarded , 
expressions. I tell the truth in Christ, and lie not, that I would ' 
sooner suffer myself to be cut into pieceS) till the day of judg- 
ment, if it were possible, than to suffer myself to be excom- 
municated, according to the scriptures, by the servants of the 
Lord, and from his community. Brethren, beware I 

All that was cursed in Israel according to the ordinances, of 
the law whether man or beast, had to die, and the accursed 

foods had to be bucpt with fire. (Num. 21 ; Dent 7, 13 ; Jos. 6, 
, 8, 19 ; 1 Bam. 15.) This was a dreadful and severe curse 
(anathema.) But in Christ's kingdom and government, (if we 
rightly view it in its true character, if repentance follow not,) 
it is still dpre dreadful ; it is not now a bodily extermination 
or the death of our flesh, as Moses' curse, (anathema, or excom- 
munication,) was, nor is it an exclusion from a temple or syna^ 
gogue, even as is the excommunication of the Jews or of the 
world ; but it is a true declaration of the eternal death of the soul, 
made through the sincere servants of Christy against all offisndf 
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wranglers, (Rom. 16 ; Tim. 3,) a delivering over to satan, (1 
Cor. 5 ; 1 Tim. 1,) yea, a common renouncing, excommunicating 
or separating from the community, church, body and kingdom 
of Christ, and that in the name of Christ, with the binding 
efficacy of his Holy Ghost and powerful word. (1 Cor. 5.)- 

Since, then^ this is such a dreadful and severe Anathema, as 
related, then may every one see well to it, that he walk and 
conduct himself so before God and his church, as not to be 
eternally smitten with such a curse, either of Christ or his com- 
munity, that he must be such an excommunicant out of the holy 
community, body, city, temple, church, kingdom and house of 
Christ. For all who are out of Christ's community and church, 
must be in anti-christ's ; this is incontrovertible. And what the 
award of such will be, if they will not repent, may be plainly 
read in Rom. 1, 6 : 1 Cor. 6 ; Gal. 5 ; Eph. 5; 1 Thes. 1 ; Rev. 
21, 22. Ah I children, beware - be careful with all your powers; 
watch assiduously ; pray fervently and be prepared ; for God's 

i'udgments are terrible — It is a fearful thing to fall into the 
lands of the livmg God. (Heb. 10.) 

II. Over whom this Apostolic Excommunication is to he 
used. 

We find in many places of the holy scriptures, that the truly 
believing community is the spiritual body, bride, camp, city and 
temple of Jesus Christ, our only spiritual head, bridegroom, 
king and high priest, prefigured by the literal Eve, Rebecca^ 
and the camp, city and temple of Israel. (Eph. 1, 5 ; Rev. 19 ; 

I Heb. 12 ; 1 Cor. 1, 6 ; 2 Cor. 6.) (In the political dominion, of 
Israel no leper, none that had an issue nor those who were de- 
filed by the dead, were suffered to come into camp as long as 
they were not healed and purified according to the law ; (Namu 
5,) none were allowed to ease themselves within the camp^ 
(Deut. 23,) neither an uncircumcised, nor an unclean person, 
was allowed to eat of the passover, (Exod. 12 ; Num. 9,) all 
those (here observe well Israel's Ban) had to die without mercy, 
on the testimony of two or three witnesses, who despised the 
word of the Lord and set aside his commandments, (Num. 15,| 
those who were guilty of abomination in Israel, and served 
strange gods. (Deut. 13, 17 ; Heb. 10.) For, says^oses, they 
were to be a holy people to the Lord. (Exod. 19.) I 

And thus it is in the Christian dispensation ; for ais commnn* 
nity is a communion of saints, or an assembly of the righteoos, 
even as the Nicean fathers some centuries ago did confess with 
us ; and, as Adam had but one Eve, who was flesh of his flesh and 
bone of his bone. (G^n. 2.) Isaac had one Rebecca, who was 
of biM own iumljf (Qea. li^ sad C>\imt Viad one body, irhuA 
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was hearenly and from heaven, and was perfect and holy in all 
its members : (I Cor. 15,) thus has he also, spiritually, but ontf 
new Rebecca, who is his spiritual body, spouse, com-munitr, 
church and bride, namely, the believers, regenerated, meekj 
merciful, dead to sin, peaceable, amiable and obedient children 
in his kingdom or house of peace ; pure, chaste virgins in the 
spirit, holy souls, who are of his divine family, flesh of his flesh 
and bone of his bone. (Eph. 5.) 

From which, accordmg to the doctrine of the holy apostles, 
it is evident that the obstinate disturber or sectary who causes, 
contrary to the doctrine of godliness, oflbnce and discord, (Bom: 
16 ; 1 Tim. 6 ; 2 Tim. 2 ; Tit. 8,) an<fthose who do not abide in the 
doctrine of Christ, (2 John 1,) whoiead an offensive life, (I Cor; / 
6 ; 2 Cor. 13,) or the over-curious, inquisitive and lazy, wno live ▼> 
at the expense of others, (2 Thess. 3,) shall hot be 8uff*ered in V^ 
Christ's holy house, camp, city,.temple, church and body ; which 
is the community, but they, with one accord, are excluded, and, 
according to scriptures, we are to avoid and shun them, to save 
our own souls ; and to the reformation of their own. 1 Faithfiil 
children, be you warned : terrible is the word which Jonn utters : 
Whosoever transgresseth, and abideth not in the doctrine of 
Christ, hath not God. (2 John 1.) And in another place : He 
that committeth sin, is of the devil. (1 John 3.) 

ni. The reason why this Excommumcation is commanded 
in the scriptures, 

John teaches and says : That God is love. (1 John 4.) Since, 
then, as God is love, so does he also manifest the nature, of that 
of what he is, namely, love. That this is the truth, mav be 
readily perceived from the creation and preservation of all hid 
creatures, the restoration of Adam and Eve, the preservation of ^ 
Noah and his sons from the flood with an ark; in blessing 
Abraham, Isaac and Jacob ; in ransoming Israel from Egypt ; 
in sending Moses and the prophets ; (Gen. 1, 3, 6, 7, 8, 12, 26$ 
28; Exod. 3, 14; Zech. 7 ; 2 Esd. 1,) and more especially in the 
holy incarnation of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Hon of God ; ia 
his gracious, efficacious doctrine, miracles, prayers, weeping; 
cross, blood and death ; also, in the effusion of his Holy Ghost, 
and sending forth of his holy apostles. (John 3 ; Rom. 8.) 

Since, then, it is evident that God is love, and will be, eter* 
nally, and in the beginning manifested the glorious fruit of love 
towards his children, and thus does he likewise by this hlfl 
exdusion or s&paration, although it is terrible and severe, and 
that it has such a terrible consequence with the stubborn and 
unconverted sinner, as heard. For, since he ii thft ^is^ «&sL 
oiniuBoieDt \God, who with Mb fl4Yikixig «^ iwttVs^A *^«\k»m^ 
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recesses of ibe hearts and reins of men, judges their ways, and 
knows us best, who are his feeble creatures and workmanship, 
what weak yessels we are ; yea, that some of ns can scarce 
^thstand a gentle breeze of deception ; bat suffer ourselves to 
be led away immediately, or we are soon polluted with the per- 
nicious, abominable life; for that reason he has, through his 
paternal love and great mercy, given us, his poor, weak chudren, 
this means of Separation, approved it b^ the Holy Ghost and 
word in the beginning, and commanded it to that end, that we 
Should exclude the restless, stubborn wranglers and schismatists^ 
together with the offensive, sensual and lewd, from his holy 
community, church and hodtie of peace, and, according to the 
f scriptures, avoid and shun l£em till they repent^ in order that 
^^ they shake us not in the confident hope we have in the truth of 
N ^ Christ, with their fair words ; for their false doctrine eats as a 
canker, Paul says ; (2 Tim. 2,) nor that the abominable with 
their impure, sensual life pervert us, nor make us as a bad name 
among those without, II Cor. 5,) and, behold, this is the first 
reason ^y the spirit or the Lord so earnestly commanded and 
taught Excommunication in his holy word. Whether this 
reason is not a special work of the love of Christ, which is of 
great usefulness, service, power and fruit to all the pious, I will 
let all the faithful reflect upon in the fear of God. 

The other reason is, thatyall those who again forsake the holy 
word and true way and go 4stray in the world, despise the holy 
covenant, make void their received baptism and the promise of 
righteousness, again hear the false prophets, love the world, 
walk the broad way of the flesh, or cause contention, schisms 

^and sects and perverse things among the pious, &c. They are 
deterred by means of this excommunication, and brought to re- 
^ pentance, seek union and peace, and thus be set free Wore the 
Lord and his community from the satanic snares of their strife, 
or from their ungodly life. (I Cor. 5.) Behold, this is the other 
reason why the spirit of the Lord so earnestly recommended 
and taught excommunication in his holv word. \ And* whether 
this reason is not a special work of his love and of like power, 
usefulness, service and fruit to the impious, if they will by 
any means observe it in fear, as the first is to the pious : upon 
this all the faithful may reflect in the fear of God. Yea, who 
ever can rightly know and see the aforementioned reasons, ac- 
cording to tike scriptures, has already found the true ground of 
the holy excommunication, according to my opinion. 

Since we know, then, that this our excommunication and 
Beparation are commanded us in the scriptures, for two such 
Ugtlj important reasons, as related, hence we have reason 



EXGOiaC01IICATK»^ 375 

teach the evident ttid direct comtoaiid, doctrine and ordinance 
of the Lord and his holy apOBtlea, (Matt. IS; 1 Oor. 5; Tit. 3,) 
as a highly usefal and good work of great love ; and obediently 
to follow it ; and besides, it is also more than evident, that those 
sin heinously against the word of the holy apostles, and their 
great Idve, and the fidelity and love of the community, and es^ 
pecially against their own soul, who call this usefal, divine 
ordinance, in the perverseness of their sinftil flesh, a conten- 
tions work of the devil, and thus trample it so shamefully under 
the unhallowed feet of their impious calamity, into the mire — 
haughty is that man who would rebuke hia God, or gainsay and 
censure his word. Reflect upon that in which we have in- 
structed you. 

IV. The true Apostolic Excommunication has no respect to 
persons. 

Undoubtedly, it is well known to us all, dear brethren, that it 
is so strongly and earnestly commanded in the scriptures, nay, 
it is one of the chief commands, that we are to honor father and 
mother, and that all had to die according to the law of Moses, 
who cursed and disobeyed them. (Matt. 15 ; Mark 7 ; Eph. 6 ; 
Gol. 3 ; Exod. 20 ; Deut. 5, 21 ; Lev. 20.) And also, that the 
bond of undefiled matrimony is so unchangeably bound in the 
kingdom and government of Christ, that neither a man nor wo- 
man can forsake one the other, and take another, (understand 
rightly what Christ sa^,) except for fornication's sake. (Matt. 
19; Luke 16.) And Paul also holds the same doctrine, that 
they shall be bound to each other, and that they are to live in 
union ; that the man has not power over his own body, nor the 
woman over hers. (1 Cor. 7.) 

Both these rules, the first in relation to parents, and the 
second in relation to wedlock, stand &st and unbroken, and can 
never be altered or infringed by any man, so ' far as we cmi, in 
God and with God, in a good conscience, observe and keep them, 
as the aforementioned rules require, without transgressing ^ 
holy word ; but if this cannot be done thus, the spiritual muBt 
not,' in that case, yield to the carnal, but the carnal must yietd 
to the spiritual — this is incontrovertibly true. 

I, therefore, entreat all the pious, for the Lord's sak« who, 
with us, are sanctified to Christ Jesus, through the Spirit of 
peace, that they may, with God-fearing, understanding hearts, 
view impartially, with spiritual eyes, the Six following Reasons, 
which urgently engage our minds, that we would gladly teach 
this Ground to all our fellow-believers, whose lot it might be, 
or whom it might concern (may the Lord ever presecve thsniL 
from it) to teach it with ehnisUaa d'eJ\x\»t%X\Qa^«sA\ftK5e«^^«^^ 



376 JhJLCOmcUNICATIONi. 

of their fiouls, ^fnthont giving offeixce ta the yon&g and tender 
minds, and propound it in true love. All who fear God, I will 
■let judge what we teach. 

. The First Reason is, that we do truly know through God's 
Spirit and word, that the heavenly espousal between Christ and 
our souls, is made through his innocent death and precious blood 
by faith, (Hos. 2 ; Rev. 19.) and must be voluntarily kept up 
unbroken, in obedience to the only and eternal bridegroom, and 
that, therefrom, a man shall not, neither for the sake of father, 
mother, son, daughter, husband nor wife, in life or death, be dia- 
obedient to his word, in the smallest matter, or yield any the 
least ; for God, the Lord will, shall and must alone be the God 
of our conscience, and be the only Lord of our souls ; and not 
our father, mother, husband or wife, as we may plainly see from 
Deut. 13, 33 ; Matt. 10 ; Luke 14. 

The Second Reason is, that the faithful apostles, John and 
Paul, teach us so ; that in the first place, we are to avoid the 
apostates, lest they contaminate us with the impure, deceiving 
doctrine, and with ungodly, sensual lives ; nor that we partake 
with them of their unfruitful works, (1 Cor. 5 ; 2 John 1,) and 
for the reasons above assigned ; and since we plainly see, that 
none can sooner contaminate and pollute us, than our own 
fathers, mothers, husband, wife or children, if they are corrupted, 
and especially on account of the daily intercourse with and love 
for them, which is existing among them ; and moreover, since 
man and wife are one flesh, 1 scarce know, if they, in this respect 
.do not especially observe the Lord's holy word and counsel, how 
they will escape the snares of death ; for now they pray and 
sigQ, and anon they rage and quarrel. Now they slander and 
defame, then they weep and lament. Ah ! children, take warn- 
ing. Their tears are crocodile's tears, and their tongues are set 
on fire from hell, as James says. I forbear to mention in detail, 
ithat some of them run after false prophets, revile Christ's holy 
word, sacraments and ordinances ; and highly recommend anti- 
christ's abominations, and besides, the conduct of some of them 
IB nothing but sheer avarice, pride, wantonness, eating and 
drinking to excess, &c., and how scandalously some of them live 
with their poor women ; especially when they are intoxicated. 
J let the Lord jud^e. (James 3.) And that any one could live 
' in the midst of such wanton, sensual, ungodly abominations, and 
not be hurt in his faith, love and unction, and have intercourse 
with such abominable unclean, adhesive pitch vessels, and not 
be polluted in his conscience. I will let all, with the unction 
, of their spirit, reflect, who have an understanding of the holy 
word. 

The Tktrd Beaton is^beeanw Pwj\ \ft»fibfta ua that we arp 
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also to avoid the apostate, that thej should' thereby be brought 
to reflect, and thus be led to repent of their wicked life, or of 
their schismatic doctrine. Seeing we know this, that it is the 
Ghround and Intention of the Holy Ghost, with Excommunica- 
tion, as related : then it is also proper, and according to the 
scriptures, that we, in this matter, implicitly follow his diviiie 
counsel, love, doctrine, good will and earnest commands, and 
obediently follow him and observe tty in true love, towards our 
most beloved father, mother, husband, wife and children, rather 
than towards others, because, I say, they are our dearest friends ; 
yea, our own flesh and bone, and we cannot by any other salu- 
tary means, lead them off from evil, and again lead them on the 
way of the saints. Reflect upon what we teach you. 

The Fourth Reason is, because we certainly know that ther* 
is but one Exclusion or Excommunication in the scriptures, 
which does not only extend to the spiritual communion, such aiF 
to the Lord's supper, hand and kiss of peace ; but it extends^ 
also to the bodity communion, such as eating, drinking, daily 
actions and conduct, (I Cor. 5,) and that if the father is to avoid 
the son, or the son the father, the husband his wife, or the wifis 
the husband, only in the spiritual communion, and not in civil 
community, in that event there would be two kinds of Excom^ 
munications in the scriptures ; the one would only extend to the 
spiritual communion, and £he other, both to the spiritual and 
eivil communions ; this is clear as daylight. Again, reflect upon 
what we teach you. 

The Mfth Reason is, because pious parents, as well as the 
community, consent and approve of the excommunication of the 
apostate children; and the pious children consent that the 
apostate parents should be excommunicated ; and the husband 
consents that the apostate wife should be excommunicated, and 
the pious wife that the apostate husband be excommunicated, 
and that they be severally dealt with according to the scrin- 
tures ; and if they would then afterwards avoid them only in toe 
spiritual community, they would make void their own sentence, 
which they in common with the church pronounced, and thus 
they would not seek the salvation of their dearest friends with 
that spiritual love and seal as the Lord's word and spirit eom- 
mand them, and still be in ereat danger of perdition. In order, 
unmolestedly to escape it, uieir excommunication hae been totk- 
manded, taught and left on record in the word of the Lord, to 
every man, woman and child, without exception. Again, I say, 
reflect upon what we teach you. 

The Sixth Reason is, because I know no less than three 
hundred married persons in my time who did not ^i^^v*^'^^ 
•ordinance^ eonnsel, doctrine, wU\ and a«s«iaa3DL^^\^^^^^'^^^^^ 
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hid apostles ccnceming avoiding ^ and thas rnn 'togetber into^ 
perdition. Ah I Lord, we stand in deliberation and dismay, that; 
not a similar evil has befallen ns on account of our silence ; we 
would, therefore, gladly, hereafter, observe it, since the care of 
the community is entrusted to us, that we might the better pror 
vent, according to the apostolic doctrine and counsel, all cor- 
ruption and apostacy, and freely, purely and fully teach and 
maintain the regulation of Excommunication, as well between, 
parents and children, man and wife, as among others — to all our 
prethren, (if circumstances require it,) in order that we, in the 
first place, clear our own souls, and thus stand acquitted before 
God and his saints in the great day of Christ ; and secondly : 
So that none can excuse himself and say, '^ It was never told to 
me.'^ 

Behold, brethren in the Lord, these are the important articles 
«nd principal Reasons which urge us most that we willingly 
teach this Groundy and put it into practice. Is there now a 
single individual under the canopy of heaven, learned or uur 
learned, young or old, without or among us, man or woman, 
who can teach ns the truth, that the espousals of the spirit made 
trith Christ through faith, should yield to human wedlock ? 

Or that a man cannot deceive or corrupt his wife, or a woman 
lier husband ? Or that a pious man is not bound according to 
the scriptures, to promote the salvation of his unconverted wife, 
or the woman of her unconverted husband ? Or that there are 
two ExcommunicatioDS in the scriptures ; that the one only ez- 
/tends to the spiritual community, and the other both to the epi- 
'TJtnal and temporary. Or that the pious husband dare not vote 
with the communion against his unconverted wife, or the wife 
against the husband in excluding her. Or that there is an ex- 
iception in the whole scriptures of man or wife, parenlfi or child- 
.ten, in this respect. Or that spiritual love has to yield to con- 
jugal love, &c. If so, then we desire with all the heart to 
abandon this ourcrround, and acknowledge our error, and with 
. great zeal teach the contrary before the whole world, as is chris- 
. tian and right ; for we regard neither slander, nor praise, honor, 
itiojf disgrace ; but we have only regard for the honor of God 
and Christ, and the eternal salvation of your souls ; on account 
,of which, we are esteemed as detestable, — such offscourings, 
filth and offence to many, as may be seen. 

But if this cannot be done, (as it never can be done) then in 

.the first place, my cordial prayer, and fraternal admonition, are 

to all who might have erroneous views of this matter, that they 

' would not improperly meddle through impure and perverted 

fWiada, bj slandering the chief stone and the builders ; nor that 

K^tk^ waold.pennde aony to d\%o\he^ l^ivt ^n^t^^ ^x kea^ Uiem in 
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the dangers of aposiacy and perdition, lest tbey make them- 
selves gniltj of other men's sins ; bat that they wonld give the 
Lord's good will and ordinance, due praise in this respect, pluck 
ont the offending eye of their misanderstandiDg, and pass a 
sonnd judgment according to truth, avert sin from the commn- 
nity, and thus observe the Lord's incontrovertibly clear word, 
counsel and command, with all the pious, and assist with all de- 
liberation to maintain it. 

Secondly : I entreat all who might have any concern for the 
irrational slanders, that they wonld view the matter impartially 
in a divine light, that not only Excommunication is hated, but 
also all the doings of Christ, such as the true evangelical bap- 
tism, Lord's supper, life and the whole divine service, &c. Ail 
this is hated by the whole world, and considered as abomination, 
scandal and disgrace, so that they, out of pure hatred to the 
truth, are not ashamed to call all the pious by such names as 
accursed heretics, anabaptists, ringleaders, whores and rogues ; 
and in many places deprive them of possessions and life, as 
may be seen ; although the pious are so much honored of God, 
that he acknowledges and adopts them as his chosen children, 
as his sons and daughters, as the apple of his eye, as his bride 
and spouse ; and endows them with the gift of eternal life. (Eph. 
1 ; Heb. 2 ; 2 Cor. 6 ; Zach. 2 ; Matt 5 : Luke 6 ; 2 Tim. 2 ; 
Bev. 19.) For there is nothing that they love more than their 
(3k>d, as they fully testify and make known by their actions to 
the whole world* And thus it is in this matter. For how can 
there be a greater love for God, and how can there be found a 
more praise-wofthy confession, than where one is willing and 
ready, not only to give up his temporal goods, ease, honor and 
happiness ; but also avoid their dearest friends upon earth, out 
of sincere regard to Christ, in obedience to his eternal and holy 
truth 7 No abominable vice nor 'disgrace does become God's 
pure knowledge together with the unfeigned obedience of his 
most holy word. 

Thirdly : I entreat all dear brethren in general, that they 
would always think with wise and sober minds, to what end 
they bent their shoulders under the pleasing yoke of the living 
and almighty God, so that they may act and walk in a becom- 
ing manner, in the most holy covenant of grace, before Him 
and all mankind, and live and walk with their consorts in such 
piety, love, union and peace, with such fidelity and care, observe 
that hereafter in eternity we have not to hear of Excommuni- 
cation or Exclusion; but of sincere christian piety, delight 
and divine joy. Beflect upon^ these things which we teach 
you. 

Fourthly : I entreat all, if they «\io\x\^ «X ^xfj N^ssv^^a^'^^'^sv^ 
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selves aggrieved by this |mrt of our doctrine, that they wenid 
thus wisely examine this matter in the pure fear of Ood, that 
they do not seek the solicitous selfish, lazy and idle flesh above 
Christ, nor cover it with fig-leaves, lest the warmth, of the Lord 
who hates all lies, hypocrisy and subtle rognery, pnnish them 
with blindness and perversion, and assign them their portion 
with hypocrites ; (Matt. 24,) but that they might, by virtue of 
true faith in Christ Jesus, valiantly overcome themselves, and 
obediently and fully observe what the Holy Spirit of the love 
of Christ has commanded and taught by his holy word in this 
part. Ah I let us reflect upon this. 

Finally : I entreat elders, teachers, ministers and deacons, in 
the love of Christ, that they would not teach this whole matter 
earelessly and irrationally ; but teach and inculcate in full fear 
of God, and with christian deliberation and paternal solicitude, 
in an apostolic manner, not too hastily, nor too slowly ; not too 
rigidly nor too leniently ; lest they seethe a kid in its mother's 
milk ; (Exod. 23, 34 : Deut. 14,) but that they take of the first 
green ears of their land, dry them by the heavenly fire of pare 
and unfeigned love, and beat them into pieces in the mortar of 
the holy word, and pour upon it the oil of the Holy Ghost, 
which makes us willingly obedient unto Christ, pour upon it the 
sweet smelling frankincense of a sincere and firm faith from 
which all must result, to be a sweet savor to the Lord ; and 
thus bring Him an acceptable meat-offering in his holy temple. 
Lay to heart, in true love, the ground of my admonition. 

V. That we are to put away from the commt^nity the openly 
offensive^ sensual sinner j and excommunicated of Oodj ana 
thus direct them to true repentance with the scriptures. 

Before I proceed to explain this article, I would earnestly 
admonish the reader, that about eighteen years ago, I published 
an admonition, in which I made no distinction of sin : bat 
through my inexperience, directed them without discrimination, 
to three different admonitions. I say inexperience ; for to the 
best of my knowledge, I neither heard nor knew at that time, 
any thing of fornication, adulterv, &c., among the brethren ; and 
it appeared to me impossible, that those who entered with us 
upon the paths of righteousness, should have any desire or 
will to such gross abominations, and therefore, did not earnestly 
reflect upon the matter. See before God it is the truth which 
I write. 

I likewise wrote a book in 1549, in reply to those who would 

only extend excommunication to the spiritual communion, and 

charged us on all sides with slanderous words, that we prac- 

ticed a rigid, cruel, unmeTcitul aixd Pharisaic Excommunica- 

tion. 
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Finally, I wrote a few words a^iost G. F. And to this day 
have made no particular distinction thereof in my writings, nov 
coaid'I have made it, this I acknowedge openly, for my infor- 
mation of it was too limited, so long as the matter was not 
disputed and again come to me for re-consideration. Bat now 
having heard the ground of dispute, and having carefully weighed 
all the circumstances connected with it, in the balance of the 
holy, divine word, the following six reasons have given me such 
a powerful assurance in the matter, (the helper of all distressed 
souls be praised for his grace) that we are to exclude from the 
Lord's holy community, all offensively sensual sinners, such as 
fornicators, adulterers, drunkards, &c.; these all ought to be 
put to open shame and reproof, with their ungodly works, and 
that without previously admonishing them, by virtue of the 
holy divine word, and thus direct them to repentance, (1 Cor. 5 ; 
2 Cor. 13,) I say by virtue of the word, for, in the first place, it- 
is evident, as Paul teaches : That neither fornicators nor idola- 
ters, nor adulterers, nor effeminate, nor abusers of themselves 
with mankind, nor thieves, nor covetous, nor drunkaras, nor 
revilers, nor extortioners, shall inherit the kingdom of God, 
(Bom. I ; I Cor. 6,) but that their portion will be eternal death 
in the lake of fire. (Gal. 5 ; Eph. 5 ; 2 Thes. 1 ; Bev. 21, 22.) 

Seeing then, it is more than clear, that their condemning sen- 
tence is already passed, whereby they are already judged of God 
through his eternal Spirit and powerful word, both in heaven 
and upon the earth ; that they exclude themselves, and J}y 
their ungodly works forsake the community, that they are not 
as they were before, flesh of Christ's flesh, and members of his 
holy body ; because they are so sensual and devilish ; yea, make 
themselves dogs and swine, and servants of sin ; (2 Pet 2 ; 
John 8; Bom. 6,) and that we should hold them as our dear 
brethren and salute them with the peace of the Lord, who, are 
already, I say, the children of the devil, and that we are to ex- 
hort without any evidence of true repentance, would in fact be 
Bothing less than that we would be for making void and of none 
effect, the righteous judgment of almighty God, uttered by his 
holy ajjostles against such offensive, abominable defilers? and 
esteem such a gross wretch as a child of God and joint heir of 
Christ. But how such a great despising of Christ and his 
righteous judgment, could stand according to the scriptures, I 
would, that we might all impartially and in the fear of God, re- 
flect upon it. 

In the second place, it is evident that all those who are en- 
vious of us, are assiduously bent upon finding but a mote in ua, 
(because they so despitefuliy hate us for truth's sake) in order to 
ma^ify it into a beam and defame \ia gTO%%\^ •, ^\A^^'Cd«cs.^v&. 
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fthonld fetaiB sncli offensive, iofamoiis and abominable stnners, 
accursed of God, as onr brethren upon a slight confession, yet 
without the least satisfactory eyideuce of repentance, which Is; 
perhaps, more the result of shame, fear or feigned hypocrisy, 
than through the fear of God, and that we should break with 
them the peaceable and blessed bread of the Lord's holy supper, 
and thus by actions show that as if they were joint members of 
our community; and were we to do so, we would then un- 
doubtedly, in that case, expose the fair bride of the honor of 
Christ to all the ungodly as infamous, and make her a scoff to 
all our enemies. May the gracious Lord preserve us from this, 
that we may never think of it, much less do so. Take notice' 
of this. 

In the third place, it is evident, that with those three admo- 
nitions concerning such ^ross, offensive abominations, we would 
make many great hypocrites ; since I hear that there were some 
within a few years, who carried on their horrible roguery and 
infamy in secret, till time and circumstances could no longer 
conceal them ; yea, as I have understood, if some of them had 
not been detected by great wisdom, they would, I fear, have 
continued in their old course ; but as soon as it was disclosed 
they began to wail and weep. Who could ever have been se 
blinded, if a man has disgraced his neighbor's wife, daughter or 
maid, or robbed him of his moneys, &c., and being seised, 
spoken to and admonished, that he would not say : " I am sorry 
that I did so." Seeing then that experience teaches us the 
longer, the more, so it is also proper and consistent with the 
scriptures, that we should not at all countenance such a gross, 
shameless sinner, much less are we to cherish him in his ungodly 
actions and wicked career with false prophets, but direct them 
where the Holy Ghost directs them with the scriptures, namely, 
out of the community, (Deut. 23 ; Exek. 13,) lest we derogate 
from the Lord's sentence pronounced in his word, against such 
people, that the community of grace, the unleavened lump of 
Christ, the anointed, King and Priest of God, may continue to 
be agreeable and dignified ; and also, that the transgressors 
may be brought sincerely to repent before God and his commu- 
nity, and may a^ain present their offering and ^ft with a clean, 
pure, new conscience, as the truly sanctified saints of Christ, to 
the altar of reconciliation in his holy temple. Ah ! reflect upon 
what we teach. 

In the fourth place, it is evident that Paul teaches us how we 

are to avoid a heretic, after we have admonished him once and 

again, if he will not amend. (Tit. 3.) Since then we are not 

nrg^ed by the Holy Ghost to reprove a man more than once or 

twice, Bome oV whom ate outivaidX^ ^\i o^fu&A ^Iqajb^ and per- 
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luiDB Home of them know no better, but suppose they are in the 
right, saj beloved, how should we then admonish these thrice» 
who are not ashamed to sin, not only against God's powerful 
word, but also against the law of nature ; being bent upon dis- 
gracing a neighbor's wife, daughter or maiden ; to frequent pub- 
lic taverns and houses of infamy ; in selling and buying, prac- 
tice fraud, &c. In short, all these are sentenced to eternal 
death, by the spirit and word of the Lord, if they will not repent 
as heard. 

It would, according to my opinion, be very unbecoming, if 
we rightly reflect upon it, that we should run after those who 
are already condemoed, to admonish them thrice before separa- 
tion should take place ; and though they regard not the first 
and second admonition, that we should still hold them as breth- 
ren in the community, till the third time ; if they would even 
then evince that they were sorry, they should remain brethren, 
if not, then it should be told them before the community, out 
of the word of Ood, that they had no more fellowship with 
Christ, but are accursed according to the scriptures. AH who 
are taught of God, I will let judge how such doctrine and conr 
dnct could stand the test of the Lord's justice and word. 

In the fifth place, it is evident, so far as I am able to judge^ 
that holy Paul wrote his first epistle to the Corinthians with 
such a view, as related ; for he says : that they shall neither 
eat nor keep compaoy with any that is a fornicator, or covetouat 
«n idolater or drunkard, &c., he does not even mention one adr 
monition, much less two or three ; but he says : A little leaven 
leaventh the whole lump ; which is undoubtedly true ; for fact^ 
have more than satisfactorily proven how often the pious, on 
their account, are considered rather as an offensive savor, who 
should otherwise be a sweet savor, were it not for those shame- 
ful members. 

In the sixth place, it is evident, that Paul did not only thus 
teach this ground ; but also showed it by an open example to 
the unclean Corinthian who sat with his step-mother in a very 
unbecoming manner ; for without any previous admonition he 
judged him according to his ungodly works, and put him, by the 
word and spirit of the Lord, out of the community, and delivered 
him unto satan, into whose bands he had already fallen through 
his unnatural, detestable incontinency, in order that through 
this severe sentence and open shame, he might mortifv and 
bury his unclean, shameful flesh, with its sensual Itsts, and that 
his soul might be saved in the day of the Lord, (1 Cor. 5,) and 
was not received again before the term of a year or longer, as 
history informs, till they saw that he sincerely repented, and 
«i|j^tei7eb^Qa5Kr!«Uowediip with over m^<^%QTt^iRr^^x«n.'S^ 
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And it would, according to my opinion, he proper that we 
should not so soon again admit such sensual persons, who have 
beyond measure defamed the holy word, and brought such great 
tribulation upon the pious with their abominable disgrace, 
though they may seemingly lament and promise much ; but ex- 
amine more closely the fruits of their repentance for some time ; 
for it is not repentance though they say : " We have sinned.!*' 
but repentance is a converted, changed, pious and new hearty 
a broken and contrite spirit, from which flow the tears of sin- 
cerity, a candid confession, a true desire to depart from the evil 
in which a person was. A sincere and cordial hatred to sin, 
and an unblamable, pious Christian life — this is repentance 
which will stand before God. I entreat you learn rightly to 
know both repentance and sin. Take heed thereto. 

Behold, faithful brethren, here you have my most important 
writings, discourses and reasons which moved me more deeply 
to reflect upon this matter in the fear of God. Again I say, as 
I said above, in speaking of the separation of man and wife. Is 
there one under the canopy of heaven, whoever he be, that can 
instruct me, by divine truth, that a secret or open fornicator, 
adulterer, drunkard, &c., can' be a member of the Lord's holy 
body, till he is admonished two or three times; observe this 
well. Or that the sentence of the Holy Ghost pronounced by 
Paul, (in all the scriptures) against such deadly abominations, 
depends upon the condition of two or three admonitions. In the 
second place, observe : Whether we have not cause to fear 
that the pious will be derided when we have no other evidence 
of reformation than a mere promise ; or that we may, by the 
power of the keys, retain those which God has already excluded 
by the word of his truth ; or that the community should judge 
uncertainties by Christ's holy spirit and word, (1 mean without 
evidently true repentance) and, in such a case by permission of 
the scriptures, esteem hypocrites as well as the truly penitent, 
and greet them as brethren. Or that the community may also 
proclaim the grace, mercy and peace of God and eternal life by 
virtue and truth of scripture to those though they are under 
His displeasure, curse, wrath and punishment of eternal death, 
on account of their bloody and wicked deeds. Or that the abom- 
inations or sins committed, do not bring the sinner to death as 
soon as exclusion from the community. Or that the spirit of 
grace with a sincere faith and true repentance, which avail 
with God, does not assure the transgressor of the promise of 
life, more than the outward conversation in the commonity, Ao. 
If he can convince us of all this, we desire then cordially to fol- 
hw biw, and change and renounce our our views. 
Bat if this caoaot be don«, sa \t tke»^T«t qmbl be^ I %hiemki% mi- 
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treat all wbo are concerned, tbatthey would not liken them- 
selyes nnto vain comforts and false prophets, ( Jer. 23,) who 
strengthen the hands of the wicked, and daub the wall with un- 
terapered mortar, (Ezek. 13,) and teach peace, peace, where 
there is no peace, (Jer. 8,) but that they would leave the sen- 
tence of the Lord which proceeded from his divine righteous- 
ness, unbroken ; and tear the deceptive bolsters and pillows from 
under the heads of the ungodly, and keep clean and pure Christ's 
holy community as much as in them lies, that they may build 
upon a sure foundation, and direct the impenitent, sensual sin- 
ners to repentance, as heard. Deal faithfully, reflect upon these 
things and learn wisdom. 

VI. Of secret sinners f who are again inwardly admonished 
of the Holy Ghost and are sincerely and truly converted. 

The full desire of my heart is, that each one would so fear and 
know God as to say in spirit and truth with David : Whither 
shall I go from thy Spirit? Or whither shall I flee from thy 
presence? If I ascend up into heaven, thou art there; if 1 
make my bed in hell, behold, thou art there ; if I take the 
wings of the morning, and dwell in the uttermost parts of the 
sea, even there shall thy hand lead me, and thy right hand shall 
hold me ; if I say : Surely the darkness shall cover me ; even 
the night shall be light about me ; yea, the darkness hideth not 
from tbee ; but the night shineth as the day ; the darkness and 
the light are both alike unto thee ; for thou hast possessed my 
reins ; thou hast covered me in my mother's womb. (Ps. 139.) 
And with Isaiah : Wo unto them that seek deep to hide their 
counsel from the Lord, and their works are in the dark, and 
they say: Who seeth us? And who knoweth us? (Isa. 29.) 
Observe this denunciation, ** Wo to them," &c. 

Ohosen brethren, take heed ; none under the canopy of 
heaven, can so conceal himself that he cannot be seen bv the 
flaming eyes of the Lord, or not be found by the avenging hand 
of His wrath in his wickedness, Yea, the least thought is not 
concealed in our hearts which is not open to the eyes of the 
Lord. (Heb. 4.) I, therefore, warn every one in general, that 
you with all your powers watch against sin, whether secret or 
open ; if sin is not sincerely repented of, your portion will be 
eternal death. Let all the impenitent and heedless sinners re- 
flect upon this, (Kom. I ; 1 Cor. 6; Bev. 21.) 

This I write to all beloved brethren as a christian warning, 
that you may fear the Lord's sentence, both openly and pri* 
vately, and dread sin. Though we may not be reproved or seen 
of men here, still we cannot escape the eyes and punishment of 
Gedl Ahi that we all understood t(bi&« 
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HowevQir, fihonld it erer happen that an^ one'shorild sin 
against God in private, (from which may all his power preserye ' 
ns,) and should the spirit of grace, which works repentance, * 
again operate upon his heart, and cause genuine repentance, of 
which we have not to judge ; for it is a matter between him and 
God. And since it is evident that we do not seek our right- 
eousness and salvation, the remission of our sins, satisfaction, 
reconciliation and eternal life in or through Excommunication, 
but alone in Christ's righteousn^s, intercession, merits, death 
and blood. There are but two objects and ends why the Ban is 
oommranded in the scriptures, which can have no reference to 
such an one. Because, in the first place, his sins are private ; 
hence no offence can follow. And secondly, because he is in 
deep contrition and is penitent in life. Therefore, he has no need 
then of being brought to repentance. Nor are we anv where 
commanded of Christ to put him to open shame before the com- 
munity. Eeflect upon these things. 

VII. What is the true sense of the passage in Matthew 
xviii. where Christ says : If thy brother shall trespass against 
iheey ^c. 

Our only and eternal high priest, Jesus Christ, nndoabtedly 
knew our weak and feeble nature, (that if we are not watchful) 
we would often fall into errors towards our neighbor, and there- 
fore does he teach and say: If thy brother trespass against 
thee, go and tell him his fault between thee and him alone : If 
he skaU hear thee^ thou hast gained thy brother; but if he wtll 
not hear thee, then take with thee one or two more, that in the 
mouth of two or three witnesses every word may &e established; 
and if he will neglect to hear themj tell it unto the churcht but 
if he neglect to hear the church, let him be to thee a^ an Aeo- 
then and a publican, -Sfc, Whereupon Peter asked him: 
How oft shall my brother sin against me, and I forgive him — 
till seven times ? Christ answered : I say not unto thee, until 
seven times ; but, until seventy times seven. (Matt. 18 ; Luke 
17.) 

It is evident that these words of Christ teach, in the first 
place^ that if any one should err or sin against his brother 
through negligence, infirmity, inconsiderateness, inexperience, 
or ignorance, that he should not, therefore, hate^im in his 
heart ; nor conceal or connive at his transgression ; but out of 
true brotherly love admonish and reprove him, lest his brother 
fall into greater errors and perish ; but by this means reclaim 
him, and, as Moses says, not make himself guilty or his sins. 
(Lev. 19,) It is the nature and disposition of Christians not to 
hate Any on accoont of his Vn^tm\1!Mi^Vi\> ^v| teefa with all 
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their heart how they may lead such an one in the tme way of 
ioTe by instructing him ; for a tme Christian knows nothing of 
hatred. (James 3, 4.) 

In the second place ; those words teach ns that he who has 
transgressed should receive the admonition of his brother in 
love and be again cordially reconciled ; as he teaches at an 
other place, and says : Therefore, if thou bring thy gift to the 
altar t and there rememberest that thy brother hath aught 
against thee ; leave there thy gift before the altar, and go thy 
way; first be reconciled to thy brother, (Matt. 5.) Here it 
is also the nature and disposition of the anointed, those who 
are bom of the holy seed of divine love^ that if they trespass 
against a brother, they have neither peace nor rest of conscience 
till they are again fully reconciled in Christ Jesus, and that 
without hypoorisv. For they are a seed and generation of 
peace, children of love, who manifest their Christianity in full 
power ; and testiiy it by deeds that they know God. But those 
who do not. so, have Chnst's word to judge them. Although 
the first transgression may at times not be of itself a sin unto 
death ; but will after some time make him sensual if he has no 
peculiar regard to love, that he will have to endure severe pun- 
ishment on account of his wickedness. For it is more than clear 
that he, who despises his brother, rejects the affectionate ad- 
monition, acts against Christian charity, despises the community 
of Ood, rejects the word of the Lord, and that he would rather 
continue unreproved in his transgression, through his immove- 
able 43tubbornnes8, rather walk in the crooked paths of the un« 
righteous; yea, sooner forsake Christ's kingdom and people, 
than subdue his stubborn, proud flesh, and again be reconciled 
in love, according to the word of the Lord, with his brother 
against whom he transgressed. Paul rightly observes : That 
to be carnally minded is death. (Rom. 8.) Observe this. 

In the third place ; if the transgressing brother will sincerely 
receive, in love the brotherly admonition of his offended brother, 
and is humbly reconciled, and afterwards ceases transgressing, 
then in that case he will no more remember, but cordially for- 
give him, although he mavhave often sinned against him. Even 
as God for Jesus' sake, forgives all our sins ; so must we also 
forgive our neighbor all bis transgressions in Christ, which he 
has committed against us. (Col. 8 ; Epb. 4.) And we dare 
not under any circumstances indulge in hatred or vengeance 
against him, though he should never reform. We have a true 
example in Christ, and Stephen his witness. (Luke 23; Acts 
7.) And it is also the nature and disposition of all anointed, 
who are born of God that they possess their souls in peace and 
pfttiencQ, they keep pnre ftod w&ocyctw'^^ >)davc ^»cakss»«r^\ 
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their prayer unhindered ; their love perfect sonnd and true ; 
their minds firm and anwavering, no matter how we behave to* 
wards them. 

From all of which it is more than clear that these three sev- 
eral admonitions of which Christ speaks, are to take place first 
between him and you alone ; secondly before witnesses and then, 
thirdly, before the church, and do not extend to all offensive 
sensual sioners, over whom the eternal sentence of death is al- 
ready pronounced ; but it has reference only to the shortcomings 
between brother and brother, and that for the following seven 
Measons, 

First, he says ; ff thy brother trespass against thee, observe 
what he says : Against thee — not : A gainst God. For all 
the sins he commits against you, you may forgive him, so far as 
respects you ; but not as it respects God, (1 Sam. 2.) 

Secondly, he says : Tell him his fauU between thee and 
HIM alone. Observe between thee and him aione, (1 Cor. 5 ; 2 
Cor. 13.) And I trust that all who understand the holy word 
will assent that an open transgression or sin, requires no private 
admonition, but is to be publicly reproved. 

Thirdly, he says : That in the mouth of two or three wit- 
nesses every word may be established. Observe, that he says : 
Two or three. And that an open transgression requires no 
witness, but is itself its own accuser and witness, is clear as the 
meridian sun. 

Fourthly, he says : Then teU it unto the church. Observe, 
unto the church. And for us to tell an open, well known dis- 
grace to them, which is already known, is quite useless — to thfs 
all must assent who have understanding. 

Fifthly, he also says in Luke 17 : And if he trespass against 
thee seven times in a day. Observe, he says : Against thee. 
And that any one should sin seven times a day, much less 
seventy times seven a day, against his brother, (which no true 
Christian will do) much less against God. 

Sixthly, that he says : And seven times in a day, turn again 
to thee saying, I repent. Observe, he says : Turn to thee 
seven times in a day. And my opinion is that if any one were 
to come to us ; but two or three times in a year, much less 
daily, whenever he rumaged our chest, stole our purse, or dis- 
graced our wife, daughter or maid ; and say . **Ahf brother I 
repent /" How soon would he not hear that he is a desperate 
rogue and an ungodly knave. Again, I say, observe this. 

Seventhlv, that he says : Thou shaU forgive him. Observe, 

he says : Thou shalt forgive him. And the scriptures plainly 

teach that none can forgive sins (these are the ten thousand 

ttdenta which were owiug to t\wd mft^WX. Q(^«Iquq. (Aiatt 9 ; 
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Mark 2 ; Luke 5, 7.) And that we alone can pay the hundred 
pence which we owe onr brother, as the Lord teaches in the par- 
able with all plainness. (Matt. 18.) 

Behold, in this sense the holy scriptures are salutary to us, 
and proceed in its order and thus direct to deal when one brother 
trespass agaiost another to admonish him three times. (Matt. 
18.) And that we are to admonish a heretic once or twice, 
(Tit. 3.) And an open offensive sensual sinner, who is already 
condemned by the word, is not all to be admonished. (1 Cor. 5 ; 
2 Cor. 13.) 

Do impartially reflect upon what the scriptures say, without 
hypocrisy and in love. 

VIII. That we are not to pervert the truth with David^s stn, 
repentance and remission ; biU have to understand it rightly 
according to scripture. 

It is evident that abominable, sensual sins, such as fornication 
and adultery and the like, generally arise from blindness of 
heart ; that they are committed presumptuously, are the result 
of unclean, inflamed passions and sensual lusts ; notwithstanding 
the beginning of them may have taken their rise apparently from 
infirmity. Of this we have a true casein David, although he was 
a man after God's own heart, (1 Sam. 17,) and by virtue of his 
faith slew the giant Goliah, (whom all Israel dreaded,) and re»* 
cued the lamb from the jaws of lions and bears, still he was so 
led captive in his flesh by the sight of his eyes that he sinned 
greatly ; for as soon as he consented sin was committed, and 
his heart (which was before a temple of the Holy Ghost,) was 
so blinded and bewitched, that he, without any dread, fell into 
one deadly sin and wickedness after 'another ; yea, as appears, 
he never thought of the Lord who saved him from so many 
dangers, and called him to such distinguished honor, and en- 
dowed him with such a precious spirit. For when it was told 
him of Bathsheba, that she was with child to him, he sought 
to hide this flagrant act ; had Urias called from the field and 
pretended as if he wished to consult him in relation to the war, 
admonished him twice ; that he should go into his house : why 
he did so is well understood. Afterwards he invited him to 
feast, pretending as if he was sincere, so that he might make 
him drunk, and go in unto his wife and cover David's shame. 
Bat when he failed in all this, he gave this truly valiant man an 
ungodly, treacherous letter, that Joab should place him in 
such a point where the danger of being killed was greatest, so 
that he might be slain. 

Behold, thus you see how one wicked act engendered another 
when he consented to the lusU ot \.V"a ^^'^st^^wA skm^^^^w^ n.^ 
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8iD. He was blinded to such a degree in his inflamed flesh, and 
was 80 deeply involved in sin, that, according to the rigor of the 
law, (had he not himself wielded the sceptre,) he would have 
been two-fold gailty of the Ban or carse of death ; first, because 
he was an adalterer ; secondly, becanse he was guilty of innocent 
blood. 

He continued in such abominations till the prophet came to 
him, and through a parable, so wisely reproved him that he pro- 
nounced his own sentence as worthy'of death. When he heard 
the word of the prophet who appealed powerfully to his heart, 
he was moved, sought for grace, and without delay turned to 
God with a broken heart, and bittei;ly wept over his great sin, 
and confessed to the Lord that he had sinned : prayed and 
sighed painfully. God I said he, be merciful unto me accord- 
ing to thy loving kindness, according to the multitude of thy 
tender mercies, blot out my transgressions ; wash me thoroughly 
from mine iniquity, and cleanse me from sin. Create in me a 
clean heart, O God, and renew a right spirit within me : cast 
roe not away from thy presence ; and take not thy Holy Spirit 
from me, &c, (Ps. 51.) On account of which he was again com- 
forted of the prophet, who told him : The Lord hath put away 
thy sin ; thou shalt not die. Nevertheless, he had to endare a 
severe punishment on account of it : For, said Nathan, thera> 
fore, shall the sword never depart from thy house; because 
thou hast despised me — the Lord said, behold, I will raise np 
evil against thee out of thine own house, and I will take thy 
Vivos before thine eyes, and give them unto thy neighbor, and 
he shall lie with thy wives in the sight of ildA sun ; because then 
didst despise me. Observe, he says : Because thou didst despise 
me. (2 Sam. 12.) 

And behold, thus David's wantonness resulted in greatly des- 
pising God, and it was a grievous sin unto him. True are the 
words of James : Then tvhen lust hath conceived^ it bringeth 
forth sin, and sin when it hath finished, bringeth forth death. 
(James 1.) 

Thus it is in. the new state of things in Christ, for since we 
are not to punish the abominable, sensual transgressors with 
fire, stone or sword as Israel did of old, but only by ezcommu- 
nioation, as is well known to all who are taught of God ; and 
thus it behooves us to consign those with their wicked deeds, 
where the scriptures direct them, namely, into death, and to the 
wrath of God, as holy Nathan did blood-guilty and adulteroas 
David. And they will then, under such a dread, severe sentence, 
(which, according to the scripture is pronounced upon them by 
exdaaiOD in true love) by tne grace of God, go within their 
hearts, and are provoked, like p«iii\ATiXT>V9vi^tA true repent- 
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EDce ; yea, that we may evidently see by all their words, works, 
and whole life in truth, that the gracions Father has again re- 
ceived and endowed them with his spirit, and pardoned their 
sins ; then, and not till then, (understand well what I say,) have 
we the same word of promise whereby we can again comfort 
them and proclaim to them the grace or the Lord, namely : The 
Jjord hath put away thy sin^ thou shaltnot die^ thy sina art 
pardoned^ go and sin no more ; and the like consolation. 

And thus it becomes us rightly to divide the scriptures, that 
we do not make David's sin, repentance and remission as an 
^example of encouragement to the blind world, that we do not 
esteem them our brethren who are accursed of God, without 
giving full evidence of their repentance and reformation, so that 
the community may be fully satisfied. For we must not build 
upon uncertainties, and comfort in vain, but like Nathan com- 
fort when we see true repentance, if we would not wish to flatter 
sinners with lies, and derogate from the judgment of God as 
heard. 

IX. Of Peter'fi inconsiderate hacksliding^ and immediate 
recovery. 

Dearly beloved brethren, beware, even as we have shown and 
explained to you, that the abominable, sensual sins generally 
arise from the inflamed passions of the flesh ; and so it can 
happen that sins may be committed through infirmities. Of this 
we have a true example in Peter ; for when the Lord said to 
him : Simon, Simon, behold satan hath desired to have thee, that 
he may sift thee as wheat : but I have prayed for thee, that thy 
faith fail not; and when thou art converted, strengthen thv 
brethren. To which he replied with much assurance: If all 
,will leave thee, I will not, Lord, I am ready to go with thee, 
both into prison and to death. (Matt. 26 ; Mark 14; Luke 22.) 

Peter was for venturing all with his master, as he said ; bat 
as soon as he stood alone, he could not endure a single question 
put to him by a maid ; he openly denied Christ, thoufi^h the 
evening previous he said that ne would die with him. xea, he 
was so alarmed and frightened that he began to curse, and swore 
that he did not know Christ ; (Matt. 26 ; Mark 14 ; Luke 22 ; 
John 18.) 

Goal there lay the upright, bold Peter, the firm rock, 
broken. Although he had been taught of the heavenly Father 
and honored by Christ, the beloved son of God, with the promise 
of the keys of the kingdom of heaven, (Matt. 16.) nevertheless, 
he could not endure but such a faint blow. Behold, thus man 
is nothing, poor, miserable, sick and impotent, (especially in so 
great need,) if he is not strengthened by the spirit of God. .But 
.what was it? Peter had to learu to Iwxwi ^\»X ^)6»^.\Bswv^s^^^^^«^ 
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depends upon his own strength, and not in the full fear of God, 
upon Christ and his grace. Besides he learned how to be com- 
passionate and merciful towards his poor, fallen brother, who 
would again be heartily oon verted and rise without hypocrisy 
from his fall. 

It appears to me that this may justly be called an unexpec* 
tedly precipitate error in Peter. For he entertained not a 
single thought before, that he would deny his Lord and Savior. 
And he also rose in the very hour, went out and wept bitterly, 
(Luke 22,) and on the third day he was again comforted with 
the gospel by the holy angels of the Lord, (Mark 16.) 

Observe, brethren, how Paul teaches : Brethren, if a man be 
cvertakeny (observe, he says overtaken) in a fault, ye which are 
8pirttualf restore snch an one in the spirit of meekness ; con- 
sidering thyself, lest thou be also tempted, {Gal. 6.) 

Chosen brethren in the Lord, I would then most affectionately 
entreat you by the words of Pa.ul and the fall of Peter, and ad- 
monish you faithfully in Christ Jesus, that you would by all 
means, discriminate, by the spirit of wisdom, between simple 
backsliding and continuing in that state. For if any one coo- 
tinnes in a sin (upon which eternal death depends) he is already 
oondemned by the scnptures, (Eom. 1; Gal. 5; Eph. 6; 2 
Thess. I; Rev. 21.) But if any one falls into it unwarily, of 
bim the prophet says : Shall they fall and not arise? (Jer. 8.) 
And as Paul says : Restore such an one. It is, therefore, just 
and right that we are truly circumspect ; that we do not depress 
too much a poor, broken-hearted sinner, who would willingly be 
restored and rescued from his deplorable condition ; but we 
must, in christian meekness, tender him the hand of charity, lift 
up and help him to bear his burden as much as in ns is, and as 
far as oar conscience and the word of God permit. Ah I do take 
heed, be not too rash in such a case, lest you may also be temp- 
ted or overcome, as Paul says. Let holy Peter be an admoni- 
tion to yon, in order that you will not lose vourselves in your 
\>rond minds. For if a man thinks himself to be something when 
ne is nothing, he deceiveth himself. ^Gal. 6.) In short : Let 
him that thinketh he standeth, take need lest he fall. (1 Oor. 
10.) For the snares are more numerous than we are aware ; 
those who would wish to escape them must be dead to sin, re- 
generated and true christians, be constant in prayer, be circum- 
spect, watch assiduously, and must be led and influenced by the 
Holy Ghost, else they will soon be in the snare of death. Ah I 
let ns reflect upon this. 

Let every one examine himself fully, whether he has not 
Bianed before God since his conversion, and became a faulty 
retael He that nay- think \iQ Va tt«^ \»V Vaxw caat the fint 
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stone. Bat he that does not find himself altogether free, let 
him with Feter, strengthen his weak brother, who, perhaps, 
has not sinned half so heinously. 

Since then, it is manifest, that to /oZZ, and to continue in that 
condition, and presamptnously to sin, are different ; therefore, 
will I leave such sins, on account of which the people of the 
Lord are grieved, (if such should be the case) to the spirit, 
unction, deliberation, fear of Ood and love of the community, 
to look into with wisdom and understanding. If they deem it 
deserving excommunication, let them judge as the scriptures 
teach. If they consider it not in that light, but only as a sin, 
unwarily committed, that they then restore the sinner or trans- 
gressor, with a spirit of meekness and love. This is my admonition 
with all the faithful apostles, fathers, teachers and our predeces- 
sor, the apostle Paul, to all the pious. These words are full of 
power and spirit : Considering thysdf^ lest thou cUso be tempted, 
(Gal 6.) 

X- How we should understand, according to the scriptures, 
the saying of James : If any of you do err from the truths Sfc. 
(James 5.) 

In the first place, the rational law of nature teaches us, that 
if one sees his neighbor's house or goods on fire, or sees his 
neighbor sick, or his body, his wife, nis children or his cattle 
needing assistance, he must willingly render him aid, and extend 
his hand to his neighbor, in time of need. 

Again, Moses says : When one sees his brother's oz or his 
sheep go astray, he shall not hide himself from them, but shall 
bring them again to him. (Exod. 23 ; Deut. 22.) 

Thirdly, Christ says: What man of you have a hundred 
sheep, if he loose one of them, doth not leave the ninety and 
nine in the wilderness, and go after that which is lost till he 
find it. (Matt. 18 ; Luke 15.) 

Observe then, how the law of nature, of Moses and of Christ, 
teaches us such great love and discretion not towards men 
alone, but towards our temporal goods, and to our creatures, so 
it is proper that we, who are born of the holy seed of love, 
should] seek for the souls of our neighbor, whose feet we see 
upon the way of sin, which leads to death. Thus James says : 
Brethren, if any of vou do err from the truth and one convert 
him, let him know that he which converteth a sinner from the 
error of his way, shall save a soul from death and shall hide a 
multitude of sins. (James 5.) 

Here we would entreat all pious hearts, for Jesus' sake, that 
they would make a distinction between those who ignorantly 
err, and those who willingly go in the way of dAa»t»\k^ vn ^x.^!^ 
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that the word of James be not expouncled 80 «• to become a 
false comfort and support, to wanton and benighted sinners ; foqr 
it is clear, that they are already judged to death by the scrip- 
tures, as we frequently have observed ; but when any of our 
Father's little ones, Christ's sheep (Matt. 18) err, and begin to 
turn their ears to false doctrine, which is adorned with fur 
words, who suffer themselves to be led from the truth, and 
begin to set their feet upon the broad way, and bow their hearts, 
again to covetousness, pride, haughtiness, &q. entertain inordi- 
nate affections for the property of their neighbors, become cold 
and weak in their faith, dislike the truth and err grievously; 
yet suppose that they go upon the right way — such erring 
ones, we should not suffer to be lost, but should seek them with 
all our power and might, not with one or two admonitions only, 
as is done with heretics, (Tit. 3) nor but three times, as is the 
case with a dissension between brother and brother, (Matt. 18) 
but as often as the Lord gives spirit and grace, till tney again 
conform in all things to the truth, depart from their errors, and 
enter upon the right way, or till they become 'as ravening, biting 
dogs or unclean swine. Tes, my brethren, whoever follows a 
poor, erring sinner, with the truth, and turns him from the way 
of error, and brings him back to Christ's fold rescues his 
soul from death, and covers a multitude of sins. From whom 
are they covered ? From me nor from God ? Not from men , bat 
from God ; for it is impossible to hide from men that which they 
see, and which happens before them ; as open adultery, murder, 
idolatiy, drunkenness, &c. Aaron's idolatry with the golden 
calf, David's misconduct with Uriah and Bathsheba, and Peter's 
denial are examples. For though they repented, and their sins 
were covered from the sight of God, yet were they set forth to 
the whole world as admonitions and warnings, and as examples 
of his grace over all who truly repent ; (Exod. 32 ; Deut. 9 ; 2 
Sam. 11, 12 ; Matt. 26 ; Mark 14 ; Luke 22 ; John 18) of this 
^severing of sin David spake : Blessed is he whose transgression 
is forgiven, whose sin is covered. Blessed is the man to whom 
the Lord imputeth not iniquity. (Ps. 32.) 

I will now leave to the godly for reflection, whether or not 
these words of James as here expounded, are not salutary; for 
those worthy of exclusion would be excluded, the erring be 
sought, love would exert its fall power, the penitent would 
be rescued from death. Both their open and secret sins would 
be covered before God, and all would proceed according 
to the scriptures. In true love observe what is the mind of the 
holy word. 

XL Bow (he lattest part o/ the twe^tJi, an^ ike beginning 
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cfthe tMHe^th dhctpter of tJie'sedond epiatk to the Ch¥ifi^ 
thianSf are to be understood. 

We find by Paars epistle to the Corintliians, that there were 
many parties and sects among that people. Some boasted 
that they were of Cephas, others of Paal, and others again, 
of Apollo. On this account, Paul reproved them in love, and 
admonished them to be one in Christ. (1 Cor. 1, 3.) He writes 
also in the eleventh chapter of the same epistle : When ye 
come together in the church, I hear that there be divisions 
among you, and I partly believe it, for there must be alio 
heresies among yon, that they which are approved may be made 
manifest among yon. There were also some among you who 
said there was no resurrection, (1 Cor. 15,) therefore, he also 
fbared (2 Cor. 12) if he came, that he would not find them as he 
desired, lest more dissension than union, more malice than love, 
more wrath than meekness, more strife than peace, more whis- 
pering than rebuking of wickedness, more pride than humility, 
more tumult than quiet, should be found among many. Such 
is commonly the condition where the high and proud of heart, 
who neither know nor love the peaceful, humble spirit of Christ, 
move in hi^h esteem, and attain authority over the plain, simple 
people. They regard the adornment of words more than spirit 
and power. This I write in upright, undissembled love, with- 
out regard to party. God grant us grace to enable us to per- 
ceive it. 

Again, we find that the impenitent, self-seekers, covetous and 
contentious, (1 Cor. 6) incontinent, unchaste, &c. (2 Cor. 12) 
were among them. Therefore he feared that when he came, 
he should have great sorrow on account of those who repented 
not of their iniquity. For it is manifest that lewdness at that 
time among the gentiles, was so common that the holy apostles 
admonished and counselled the brethren among the heathen, in 
a common counsel : as may be seen from Acts 15 ; Horn. 1 ; 1 
Cor. 5, 6, 7 ; Gal. 5 ; Eph. 5 ; Col. 3 ; 1 Thes. 4. 

Some so lightly regarded the lewdness and dissensions of the 
time, that they looked not upon apostolic doctrine of excom- 
munication as sincere. This may be seen from Paul's own 
words, to wit : Ye are puffed up, &c. (1 Cor. 5. 

Through their heedless disobedience, they permitted the good 
and evil to exist among them, so that the faithful man of God 
upbraided them sharply, saying : This is the third time I am 
coming to you. In the mouth of two or three witnesses shall 
all things be established. I told you before^ and foretell yon 
as if I were present, the second time ; and being absent now, 1 
write to them which heretofore have sinned^ «kXi4 tA ^^^!tiSit:^> 
that If I come again, I wlU tioti «^w^* V?^ ^cit,^^>^ ^"^^^^^^ 
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hard words of Paul testify elearlj that in that time, aUhongh 
such wicked persons were held in communion, yet they did not 
regard his writings concerning the Ban ; for it is plain if the 
historian rightly testifies, that some years had passed away 
before Paul made his last journey to them, and it is against all 
8crii)ture and reason to suppose that they, in the mean time, 
admitted these persons with Paul's consent. It is plain and 
manifest that he rebuked all iniquity both with wora and wri- 
ting, (Cor. 5,) and directed to the Ban, as had been related, yet 
the foul leaven which was against the holy divine word, and 
which disgraced the church, they did not put away. He wrote 
and expressed his meaning by these words, that all those who 
oftentimes had sinned and had not repented, and those who 
sinned more recentlv, that if he would come the second time, 
that if he should find one or the other, testified to by two or 
three witnesses that they have been guilty of ungodliness, that 
he would not then spare him. . (2 Cor. 13.) Observe this. 

It is also manifest that he did not write this rebuke privately 
to this one or that one, but he wrote openly to a whole church, 
iti a common epistle, that the disobedient might be rebuked, as 
we ourselves funworthy) at times write, and teach the word of 
the Lord. Tnere is not a syllable which tells us to admonish 
such one twice or thrice, but to reprove them in round terms, 
that if he came, that he would make Known to them their merited 
punishment. His words are firm and immovable : That we shall 
not eat, or have fellowship with fornicators, &c. ! reflect 
upon what the scriptures say. (1 Cor. 5.) 

XII. M is our duty to pass Christ's sentence and judgment 
without blame according to the scriptures, and to make use of 
his keys in a proper manner, • 

Cho^n brethren in the Lord, forasmuch, then, as I have seen 
in my day much ignorance and misapprehension displayed by 
many in regard to this point, some of whom, (in my humble 
opinion) were too rigorous and severe, while others were too 
lenient and remiss, in consequence of which some of our mem- 
bers have been affected, alas I with no little sorrow. And as I 
have now faithfully explained the true apostolic Excommunica- 
tion in pure, unadulterated love without partiality, therefore, I 
am further impelled by the same love to offer a few remarks 
upon the keys and their appertinent use, (inasmuch as they per- 
tain to the excommunication) so that no one, misled by ignorance, 
may with anti-christ presumptuously place himself in Christ's 
seat, nor follow and execute his own judgment, design and reso- 
tioD, but those of Christ, his Lord, and the doctrine, ordinance 
and cpnuDAodmeot of the hoV^ a^^V\e%i^\XV^^Vw^y regard to 
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jbhe flesh, party, or self-wisdom, lest he should reiect him whom 
God saves by lus grace, and retain him whom he in his rights 
eousness rejects ; for, to him alone pertains the right of binding 
and loosing, as we shall hear more fully in the sequel. There- 
fore, consider our advice. 

It is to be observed, in the first place, that there are j^wo 
heavenly keys, namely, the key of binding, and the key of loos- 
ing ; even as the Lord said to Feter : IwHl give thee the key 
of the kingdom of heaven : and whatsoever thou shaU hind on 
earth, shall be bov/nd in heaven ; and whatsoever thou shalt 
loose on earth, shall be loosed in heaven. (Matt. 16.) At 
another time, and after his resurrection from the dead, he spoke 
in a similar manner to his disciples : Rejoice ye the Holy Ghost, 
Whosoever sins ye remit, they are remitted unto them ; and 
whosoever sins ye retain, they are retained. ^John 20.) 

In the second place, we must observe that tne key of binding 
is nothing else than the word of God's righteousness, the direct- 
ing, demanding, constraining, terrifying and condemning law of 
the Lord, by and through which all are locked up under the 
curse, sin, death and the wrath of God, who do not by faith re- 
ceive Christ, the only and eternal means of grace, hear his 
voice, and follow and obey his wilL (Acts 4; Mark 16; 
John 3.) 

Again : On the other hand, the key of loosing is the abun- 
dantly cheering and delightful word of grace, die pardoning, 
consoling and unbinding gospel of peace, by and through which 
iall those are delivered from the curse, sin, death and tne wrath 
oif God, who, with regenerated, new, converted, voluntary, re- 
joicing and believing hearts, receive Christ in power and with 
a firm confidence in his innocent blood and death, fear, love, 
hear, follow and obey him, (Deut. 18 ; Acts 3, 7 ; Mark 16 ; 
John 3, 6, 7,) and many other chapters. 

In the third place, it is to be observed that this binding key 
of Christ is given to his ministers and people for this purpose, 
namely, that by and through it they shall, in the power of the 
Spirit, represent unto all earthly, carnal, obdurate and impeni- 
tent persons, their great sins, unrighteousness, blindness and 
wickedness, together with God's righteous wrath, judgment, 
punishment, hell and everlasting death, and thus render them 
contrite, dismayed, humble, broken, penitent, dejected and 
sorrowful of heart before God, and little in their own eyes. 
Wherefore, it*is compared in its power and virtues to the roa of 
the oppressor, (Isa. 9,) a hard hammer, ( Jer. 23,) the north wind, 
{Cant 4,) a sorrowful singing, (Matt. 1,) and sharp detergent 
wine. (Luke 10.) 

Again : On the contrary, the ke^ ot Iw»m^^ Sa ^«q^V«^ *^w^ 
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end that with it the ministers and people of God may direct such 
contrite, troubled, dejected, sorrowful and broken hearts, as 
aforementioned, which are enabled, by the first key, to feel and 
Bee the deep, mortal wounds, their great defects and the pro- 
found fascination in which they were held, to the spiritual, 
brazen serpent, (Num. 21 ; John 3,) to the throne of grace, 
(Bom. 3,) to the open fountain of David, (Zach. 13,) to the 
merciful, compassionate high priest, our only and eternal offer- 
ing of reconciliation, Christ Jesus, (Heb. 4, 6, 6, 7, 8, 9, 10, 13,) 
and thus heal their dangerous, malignant and deadly abscesses, 
stripes and the venomous wound of the infernal serpent. It is, 
therefore, likened in strength and virtues to the cheering olive- 
branch of Noah's dove, (Gen. 8,) the balm of Gilead, (Jer. 8,) 
the voice of truth, (Oant. 3,) the south wind, (^Cant. 4,) the 
joyful pipe, (Matt. 11,) and sweet, soothing oil. (Luke 10; 
James 5.) 

In the fourth place, it must be observed that these keys are 
given us from heaven, by him who created heaven, earth and 
the sea with the fulness thereof, the Almigh^ Father's eternal 
power, word and wisdom, (John 1 ; OoL 1 ; Heb. 1,) the King 
of all glory, our only and eternal Bedeemer, Intercessor, Bride- 
groom, Prophet and Teacher, Christ Jesus. (Matt. 16 ; John 
20.) "We may, therefore, with the greatest propriety, take heed 
in this part of the Ban, with fear and trembling, that we do not 
conduct ourselves in it as if under the influence of flesh and 
blood, hatred or love, favor or disfavor, enmity or friendship, 
strife, dissension or partiality ; but that with a good and upright 
conscience, without respect of persons, we execute it aright iA 
the perfect fear of God as the proper, earnest, and heavenly 
command, word, and will of our Saviour. For without doubt 
they are precious keys since they are given us from heaven, as 
a present from so illustrious a friend. Ah ! suffer yourselveft 
to be told. 

In the fifth place, it is to be observed that these keys are 
given to, and bestowed upon none but those who are anointed 
of the Holy Ghost, even as Christ says : Beceive ye the Holy 
Ghost, &c. (John 20.) From this it is more than evident that 
they must be a believing, true, penitent, sober, chaste, humble, 
upright, friendly, obedient, devout, peaceful, and spiritual peo- 
ple ; (observe) a people dead unto sin, a regenerated peopled, 
who sit with the apostles in the seat of righteousness, (Matt 
19) and pronounce with them the Lord's righteous judgment 
Against all stiff-necked, ungodly sinners, and teach, admonish, 
chastise, punish, and, in' real power, judge or bind with the 
Lord's word and spirit, the unbelieving, impenitent, earthly- 
minded, drunken, adulterous, UcViwoxjk%,^Mi<iV^\ft,\>TQad,bitt^ty 
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Bnrigbteons, perverse, disobedient, qaarreldome, 'sensual sinners. 
Foritismoretban evident tbat a carnal man cannot understand 
the things of the spirit of God ; but they that are spiritual ex- 
amine aU things aright, judge all things aright, yet they them- 
selves are judged of no man. (1 Cor. 2.) Yes, my brethren, it 
is utterly impossible for one carnal-minded man, or for one quar- 
relsome person, to teach, instruct or chasten another rightly 
through the spirit of Christ, or in the power of his word rightly 
to separate him from his community according to the will of 
€h)d. For their fruits plainly testify that they are both one as 
y^eU as the other, impenitent, destitute of the spirit, nature, and 
disposition of Christ, and subject to death and the curse. 
, Therefore, fear God, and know how or what you judge. If a 
man was to put the law in force against a person obnoxious to 
excommunication, as a whoremonger, drunkard, or one guilty 
of any other carnal abominations, while he himself was frill of 
fiatred, avaricious, proud, haughty, uplifted, ambitious, choleric, 
unchaste, lying quarrelsome, impure, envious or false hearted, 
secretly committing evil, he does nothing else according to 
Pauls doctrine, than pass judgment upon his own soul, for he 
says : Thou art inexcusable, man ^whosoever thou art that 
judgest : for wherein thou judgest another thou condemnest 
thyself, (Bom. 2.) 

I therefore, counsel and admonish all the pious generally, 
Ifrho sit in judgment upon a sinner that is to be excommunica* 
,ted, that they previously examine well their own conscience, 
heart and mind, and see whether or not th% have the spirit of 
Christ, whether or not they sit in the apostles' seat, and also 
whether they do it out of pure fear of God, in obedience to his 
word, and out of sincere love to the brethren or out of flesh and 
blood through the hypocrisy, to the will of men. For if they 
have not the spirit of Christ, do not sit in the apostles' seat ana 
carry the keys of heaven, their judgment can not be of God, 
and will tear down more than build up. It is even in reality 
nothing but a sore judgment against their own souls. But if 
they have the spirit of Christ, sit in the apostles' seat and make 
use of the keys of heaven, their judgment will doubtless be 
righteous, will agree as the judgment of Christ, and they will by 
no means make themselves guilty in passing judgment against 
the transgressor. Those wno are born of Christ, may judge 
what I advance. 

In the sixth place, it is to be observed that th^se keys must 
not be made use of except in the name of Him who committed 
them to us, and by his power, that is with his spirit and word, 
(I Cor. 6,) for He alone is the king and prince of his commnLtttfe^^ 
^he shepherd, teacher and maBtet oi oxit %qvx\»> \i^\^^^ ^^ttf«R^ 
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sceptre we must all bow, and hear his voice. (Dent. 18 ; Actd 
3, 7 ; John 3, 10,) if we would wish to be sayed, as has been 
heard. 

Since then he is both the ruler and the giver of this, and 
both ihe binding and loosing are in his hand, and must therefore 
be done in his name with his spirit and word alone, as related, 
we may well take heed lest through our profaneness, inclination 
or foolish purpose, we loose those whom he himself has bound 
in heaven, or bind those whom he himself has loosed in heaven 
even as the sin of perdition and the man of sin together with all 
his deceiving and impure prophets have done for thousands of 
years, O Qodl 

< As far as concerns the key of binding of this evangelic Ban, 
it is more than clear that when an open fornicator or adulterer 
is convinced by two or three witnesses, (2 Cor, 13,) or an abuser 
iof himself with mankind, or an idolater, or a drunkard, or envied, 
or a perverse self-willed disputer, or an impenitent, froward, lazy, 
a fastidious idle, glutton, or a blasphemer, thief, robber or mur- 
derer, &c., is brought before the community, they have the 
judging word of the scriptures, by which they may separate and 
exclude him, and announce to him by the spirit of Christ, that he 
is no longer a member of Christ's body, has no more promise, but 
that he shall endure everlasting death, and fail of tne kingdom 
of grace : In short that his final part and lot (unless he sincerlv 
repents) shall be the burning lake of fire, hell and the devif. 
(Matt. 3, 25 ; Rom. 1 ; 1 Cor. 6 ; Gal. 5 ; Eph. 5 ; 2 Thess. 1 ;. 
Kev. 21, 22.) For fiis works show plainly that he is of the 
wicked one. (John 8 ; 1 John 3.) 

Behold, such are those over whom the first key has power. 
For God's righteous judgment and his firm binding, take hold 
of them, since they again forsake Christ, despise his holy word 
and covenant, live according to the flesh, stir up strife and dis- 
sension, break the bond of love, separate the pious, disquiet 
those of a gentle, peaceable disposition, introduce and establish 
offences and slanderers, as the evident fact has frequently taught 
and as is known to many others, alas ! as well as to myself. Ah 
me ! what a severe stroke he receives who is bound by God's 
people with this dreadful key and punished by his righteous 
Spirit with this dreadful corse. O Father grant them thy grace. 

The same thing applies to the key of loosing in this use of 
the Ban. For if a poor, proscribed sinner humble himself 
again before his God, heart broken and penitent, groans and 
weeps bitterly, experiences heartfelt sorrow for his sins and an 
earnest longing for the truth, hates perverse paths of the un- 
g'odJjr and walks again in the path of the pious. In short, con- 
dacts bimBelf bo in his w^ole ^^e, t^i'di^ ^% <^%xs&k^\» ^^x<^»s^ any 
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tiling in him but that the Lord's spirit has again anointed him, 
and received him into his grace, and would have him included 
in the number of the Lord's people ; they have then the cheer- 
ing word of promise, by which they may again bring him to the 
altar of the Lord, sprinkle him with the spiritual keys of God, 
announce to him Christ's grace, and receive him again as a be- 
loved brother in Christ Jesus and greet him with the salutation 
of his holy peace. For, says the prophet : the Lord has no 

[pleasure in the death of the sinner, but that he repent and live; 
Ezek. 8.) 

Forasmuch as it is manifest and established that Jesus Christ 
alone has the key of David (Isa. 22 ; Be v. 3) who unlocks heaven 
for the true penitent, unties the knot of unrighteousness loosen 
and forgives and remits their sins. ' And again, it is he who 
closes heaven against the impenitent, carnal sinners, binds them 
nnder his judgment and retams their sins, and we are nothing 
more than heralds, ministers and messengers in his name, and 
can make it neither longer nor shorter, narrower nor wider 
than taught us by his spirit, and commanded us in his word, as 
heard. Lo also is it thereby more than evident, that they 
greatly err, who in the pride of their ignorance suffer them- 
selves to think that they have power to retain or remit any 
man's sins, or who with perverse, inconsiderate minds dare 
separate or excommunicate any one oiit of carnal motives, ha* 
tred or bitterness, and not purely and solely through the spirit 
and word of Christ ; or on the other hand, retain nim throu^ 
jmtural affection, friendship or partiality, contrary to the word 
of God and comfort him at a venture in his sins, winking at 
them ; for with such after the example of the false prophets^ 
they strengthen the hands of the ungodly since they retain them, 
appear to adjudge their life, though without true repentance 
they shall not live. CEzek. 13.) Ah T brethren beware. 

I would, therefore, brethren and sisters, in the love of Christ, 
have you all failJifully admonished in God, that no one attempt 
in this weighty, important and spiritual matter, to act higher or 
lower, severer or milder than the word and spirit require, 
whether it be with the binding of the first key in righteousness 
unto eternal death, or with the loosing of the second key in 
grace unto eternal life; lest, by passing an unscriptural judg- 
ment, he offend against God and his neighbor, and so be con- 
strained to undergo the punishment of this pride, along with the 
angel of the bottomless pit. Observe this I 

Ah I most beloved brethren, to what an amazing extent in 
my opinion is that man taught of God, who is able in this thing 
so. to keep the true royal highway, that he can properly emi^la^ 
the intrusted keys in devout, bea^exiVj 'm'a.^wsv^^xA.^^^^'wisJ^^ 

^4^ 
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pass and impose his Lord's Judgment with a snre, sealed cob- 
science in trae apostolic measure, to the edification of all the 
pious. Let all who are born of God, who are impartial and pure 
m heart, reflect, with the unction of their spirit, upon the 
grounds of my writing and admonition. 



CONCLUSION AND EXHOETATION TO 

ALL THE PIOUS. 

Beloved brethren, with much trouble, pains and anxiety, I 
have now, in the infirmity of my declining years, added another 
small gift to the Lord's treasury, not of the prii^e of a dog, nor 
of the hire of a harlot, which was forbidden to Israel ; but of 
itke abundant benediction of my God, namely, from the settled 
principles of his truth. Though it is not to be compared in 
Talue or worth with the gold, silver, metal, silk, or precious 
stones of the offering, yet, if it be reckoned with the rams' 
skins, goats' hair, and shittim wood, I have attained my wish. 
For my prayer and desire before God and his community, is, 
that the uving building of the heavenly tabernacles may advance 
with the greatest speed to the attainment of their intended 
splendor and magnificence. For this cause, I have suffered fiot 
ft little hardship, affliction, sadness, poverty and reproach, so 
that J hope I may boast in my weakness with all the pious of 
God, apostles and prophets, nay, with Christ Jesus himself^ 
that the zeal of the Lord's house hath eaten me up. (Ps. 69 ; 
John 2.) 

I would, therefore, earnestly desire all the pious (who, with 
a pure, unadulterated conscience, have drunk the water of love 
at the foundation of God,) that they do not despise this gift, 
but that, with candid and discerning minds, they examine, as 
in the presence of God in Christ Jesus, the nature, principles, 
vigor, cogency and virtuous tendency ; and having thus passed 
ft sound, impartial judgment upon it, that you leave it unbroken 
in all its parts. For it is my valedictory which I now offisr, as 
I take my leave of you all in this part of the Ban, and retire 
to rest. 

In this I have not sought the acquirement of human flavor or 
honor, the indulgence of the flesh, or the promotion of party 
purposes, but I have illustrated the principles of truth, con- 
finned the holy ordinance of the apostles, rendered due praise 
io the justice and mercy of God, assigning to each its part, 
Mve added nothing new, nor varied in the least from its priuci- 
pJea of my plan, except that in ^li^o^Oif^tv^Q ^t taueh eonverssh 
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tioQ with the pions and meditation npon certain writings, as 
alfio on account of great dangers, actnal occurrences and 
heinous abominations, and in order to put a stop in some 
measure to all ofiensive, disgraceful actions ; I have more deeply 
considered the excluding sentence of the flagrant, sensual 
sinner, and, in this way, placed it upon a more certain basis, as 
m^ be seen. 

We are well convinced that the depth of satan is to some but 
impartially known and manifest, and as a conseo^uence that he 
does great in^'ury, by means of his subtle, pernicious wrangling 
and disputation, as may be seen : therefore, my first earnest 
request unto aH, who are named after the name of Christ, is, 
that they would reflect soberly, judiciously and discreetly upon 
the nature, character, heart, mind, spirit and disposition of 
Ohrist, and consider that all which he has commanded, left and 
taught his followers, is nothing but pure righteousness, truth, 
patience, love and peace. Also, that they bow their knees be- 
fore him, and have received the token of his most holy covenant, 
that they should bury their former sinful life in his death, cir- 
cumcise their hearts with his sharp word and spirit, follow 
him, walk in all his ways, and be one with him in both the in- 
ward and the outward man, as taught in scripture, (Bom. 6 ; 
Col. 2,) also that they reflect upon the high promise, and 
follow his word and will, in power and in truth. For he is 
such a God, that he does not take pleasure in outward shadows, 
ceremonies, types, bread, wine, water, nominal service, but in 
spirit, deed and truth. (2 Cor. 1 ; Eph. 4 ; Col. 2.) 

My second request is, that they would on the other hand, 
consider the nature, character, heart, spirit, mind, and work of 
satan, that he is from the beginning a shrewd, cunning, deceiver, 
an impudent, wanton liar, and a revengeful murderer, (John 8,) 
a malicious envier of God*s honor and truth ; a falsifier of his 
holy word, and a deadly enemy of pious souls, seditious, factious, 
unruly, schismatic, envious, jjerverse, and destitute of love, in- 
capable of conceiving and brindng forth any thing but hatred, 
backbiting, lies, deception, jealousy, impure hearts, vice and 
shame, and all in semblance of the truth. In semblance of the 
truth, I repeat, for although he is the infernal satan, Beelzebub, 
Belial, Behemoth, Leviathan, the Angel of the bottomless pit, 
the Prince of darkness, the old Serpent, and the very devil 
himself, yet it is manifest notwithstanding, that he has the 
power of transforming himself into an angel of light, as Paul 
informs us. (2 Cor. 11.) 

There is nothing of an external nature oppressive or vexa- 
tious to him, if he can only gain possession or the citadel of our 
"heart, and expel therefrom, Christ's nature^ dis^<^^Y^\!c^\i^'^^^£^^si^^ 
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power; if he can do this he has already won the prize of his 
craftiness, yea, if a man was even baptized by Peter or Paul 
J^imself, had received the bread of the holy sapper from the 
Lord's own hand, wonld nevermore take part in papistic idolatry, 
yet if he retained but one of the fruits of the devil, whether 
iatred, or party spirit, envy or bitterness, avarice or revengeful- 
ness, pride or incontinence, or any other vice, we must declare 
with the scripture that his s]3iritis devilish, and his life hypocrisyl 
(Gal. 5 ; 1 John 3.) For it is more than evident that the whole 
man must be regenerated, sincere, unsophisticated, spiritually 
minded, godly, holy, devout, united and subject to Cnrist ; as 
James says: Whosoever shall keep the whole law and yet 
offend in one point, he is guilty of all.. (James 2.) 

Yes, worthy brethren, they who are so far taught of God, 
that they are' able, well and truly to distinguish between Christ 
and the devil, in relation to their nature, disposition, doctrine, 
and works, and thereby perceive that Christ's disposition is pro- 
ductive of life, the devil's disposition productive of death, snail, 
and will undoubtedly, separate and depart entirely, from all vain 
and unprofitable disputation, schism, separation, division, con- 
tention, dissension, sedition,. and sectarianism, and also from all 
deadly abominations, sins, and shameful actions : of this I am 
fully convinced by the grace of God. 

My third request is, that they would all with candor and sin- 
cerity of heart, meditate upon the glorious and illustrious names 
with which they are honored in the scriptures, namely : Children 
of God, saints and beloved of God, chosen of God, regenerated 
seed and children of Abraham, seed of peace, plants and scions 
'of righteousness, fruitful grafts of Christ, members of Christ's 
body, his fiesh and bone, Christ's mothers, sisters, brothers, 
disciples, guests, friends, sons, daughters, maiden, virgin, bride 
and spouse, His holy vineyard, camp, city, Jerusalem, temple, 
ark, house, abode, chosen people, citizens of heaven, living 
stones, companions of the saints, apostles and prophets, house- 
hold of God, kings and priests, doves, sheep. The light of the 
world and the salt of the earth, &c. (Johnl; Col. 3; I John 
3 ; Bom. 9 ; Gal. 3 ; Job 15 ; Eph. 5 ; Matt. 12 ; Mark 3 ; Luke 
8; Matt. 22; Luke 14; Kev. 19; Isa. 6 ; Rev. 21; 1 Pet. 2; 
Eph. 2 ; Matt. 5, 10.^ To the end that by such meditation, 
their conduct inwaraly and outwardly, privately and publicly, 
may be such in all their ways, words, and works, before God, m 
the presence of the church, and before the whole world that 
they may by grace, with all the pious, walk worthy of all such 
glorious names, in all love, peace and harmony, and by his 
j)aternal bounty forever escape the severe curse of ezcommuui- 
cation, flforrroentioned, and not hear the stern. sentence : Depart 



BXOOMMUNICATIOk. 405 

from me, ye etirfled with the goats to the left hand, (Ifatt. 25,) 
but the cheeriDg words : Come ye blessed, with the sheep to the 
right hand, and so not be numbered in eternity with those, who 
being bonnd by the Ban of the word in the power from God, 
and styled in scriptnre, a enrsed, ungodly race, cursed children, 
children of wrath, children of the devU, servants of sin, ser- 
▼ants of perdition, mockers, revilers, wicked, carnal, perverse, 
unrighteous, nngodly, stiff-necked sinners, dogs and swine, for 
whom are reserved the eternal wo, death, fire, lake and torment 
of hell. (2 Pet. 2 ; Bph. 1 ; John 8 ; Matt. 25 ; 1 Cor. 6 ; Gal, 
5 ; Rev. 22.) 

Mv fourth request is, to all those to whom -the charge of the 
Lord's word is committed, who are fellow laborers with me in 
the ministry, that in all their actions, they so conduct and ap- 
prove themselves before God and his community, (2 Cor. 6,) 
that no man can in truth censure or speak evil of them, sincere 
ministers of Christ, faithful and sound in all things, men full of 
the Holy Ghost, born of the incorruptible seed of God, encom- 
passed with heavenly light, transplanted into the good disposition 
of Christ, partakers of his grace, taught and anointed of God, 
havinff their minds upon eternal things, hating their own fame, 
vainglory and impure carnal lusts ; lowly and little in their own 
eyes, of a meek and gentle spirit, compassionate, merciful, 
paternal, long-suffering, friendly, humble, chaste, given to hos- 
pitalitv, submissive, (1 Tim. 3, 4 ; Tit. 3,) mild, courteous and 
peaceml, well versed in the sound doctrine ; seek and act in ac- 
cordance with the good nature, disposition, character, heart, 
mind and example of Christ, confirmed in spirit, blamelesd 
shepherds, taking oversight of the flock of God, not bjr con- 
straint, but willingly, not for filthy lucre's sake, nor for the 
sake of their own bellies, but of a ready mind, (1 Pet. 5,) 
neither as being lords or rulers, but being examples to the com^ 
munity of Christ, that in consequence of their faithful ministij 
they may run in fulness of joy upon the mountain of the Lora 
without fear or shame, and escape unharmed the mouths of fierc6 
and ravenous wolves. 

Yes, my brethren, if we could all proceed according to this 
rule in unity of spirit, unaccompanied by the destructive foxes, 
how soon would the lamb's bride shine forth in costly and varle* 
gated apparel, adorned in white and glittering robes, splendid 
bracelets, ear-rings and neck-laces, (understand the beauty and 
ornament of her virtues,) and with the brilliancy of her appear- 
ance, excite the admiration of the whole world ; whereas, now. 
in consequence of deceitful workers, cunning wranglers and 
sewers of dissension, she must sit, at times, in rags and tatters^ 
and, oh God ! be the scorn and deiVsvoxi ot Tfix^Ni&x)^^^^. 



^06 EXCOHMUNICATIOK. 

,. The anguish of my soul is oft times so great that I am unable 
to write ; God omnipotent, strengthen me. And this, because 
I see that the house of the Lord has to endure so many offences, 
not only from without, but, alas ! from within also. O men I 
men I arm yourselves I for the words of Paul are true, that the 
tninistry of the New Testament is not a ministry of the letter, 
but of the spirit. (2 Cor. 3.) Its duties, cannot, therefore, be 
truly discharged to the glory of God, by the proud, the arrogant, 
the ambitious, or the self-willed, who wish to perform every 
thing after their own mind, humor and inclination, but always 
pull down more than they build up, and do more injury than 
they do good. This is a necessarv consequence, inasmuch as 
according to the tenor of Paul's doctrine, this ministration is 
not the depth of wisdom or eloquence, or a dead letter, (with 
which they are generrally replete) but it is God, spirit, truth, 
power and life, of which they are entirely destitute. O take 
heed. 

Arm yourselves, I repeat; for true teachers are called in 
scripture, the angels of the Lord and valiant soldiers ; be there- 
fore manly, keep the commandment of God ; hold fast and 
^aver not. (Ps. 103.) They are called watchmen and trumpeters. 
Blow your trumpet to the right sound. "Watch over the city 
of God, watch wisely, I say, and neither slumber nor sleep. 
(Ezek. 33.) Spiritual pillars they are styled. O be steadfast 
in the truth ; bear your burden willingly, waver not, neither be 
faint. (Exod. 26, 27.) Messengers of peace they are called. 
Ah, brethren live up to, and justify your name, walk in peace, 
maintain and break it not. (Isa. 52 ; Nah. 1.) They are 
called bishops and overseers. take great care of the flock 
of Christ ; take great care of them, I say, and see that yon 
neither destroy nor neglect them. (1 Tim. 3 ; Tit. 1.) Shepherds 
they are called. Keep and feed the lambs of Christ, and 
leave them not to pine away. (Eph. 4 ; Acts 20 ; 1 Pet. 5.) 
They are styled teachers. Make known the word and truth of 
Christ, publish it abroad and conceal it not. (Eph. 4.) They 
are styled spiritual nurses and fathers. nourisn and cherish 
youryoung children ; v^x them not, neither cast them away. 
(1 Tiiess. 2.) They should be as the parent bird to her 
young. Gather together the young and tender ones in 
Christ, and scatter tnem not, nor hurt them. (Matt 23.) They 
are called the stewards of God. perfect the mystery of the 
name, abuse it not, nor disgrace it. (2 Cor. 4.) They ana called 
the light of the world. Shine and glitter in full glory, and 
conceal not the brightness of your virtue. (Matt. 5.) Thev 
are called the salt of the earth. let the salt penetrate through 
and through, and be not iU saNoxed. ^^«XtK 5^ Mark 9 ; Luke 
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14.) Ministers in, Christ's stead. Ah, brethren serve, bat ral^ 
not. Let no man glory in any gift, I beseech you. We are 
receivers, not givers of grace, not of ourselves, observe, ser- 
vants, and not lords. (I Cor. 4.) Ah, bow down and submit'. 
My chosen in love and truth, the jo^ and delight of my soul, 
80 long as you stand fast in the Lord, abide in the way of peace 
and are faithful to your brethren. (Bph. 4.) "Walk worthy of 
the vocation wherewith you are called ; fear your God with all^ 
your heart ; love the brethren ; discharge faithfully the duties 
of your ministry ; rich is he who will reward you. Watch and 
pray. (1 Pet. 2 ; 2 Tim. 4 ; Matt. 26.) Pray, I say, and that with 
confidence, and so the giver of every good and perfect gift, will 
not withdraw from you his grace, spirit, love and wisdom^ 
(James 1.) Doubt not, neither be afi'aid. Let the glorious 
typified breastplate of Aaron, (Exod. 28,) Christ Jesus, deco- 
rated with its beautiful colors, its twelve pearls, its Urim and 
Thummim, be bound fast to the breast of your conscience, with 
the two golden chains of the two testaments, and with the two 
blue laces of pure faith and unadulterated love ; wash the feet of 
your affections, purify them in the spiritual laver, Christ Jesus, 
with the living water of his eternal and Holy Spirit, take of the 
blood of his unspotted offering, and in a true spirit, put it on 
the tip of your right ear, in order rightly to understand his 
word, and upon the thumb of your right hand, and upon the 
great toe of your right foot, in order to act and walk uprightly 
before him, and in the presence of his community. (Exod. 2% 
30.) Have your spiritual mitres, girdles and garments made 
for glory and for beauty, that like verdant olive trees and luxu- 
riant vines, and as burning torches an4 brilliant luminaries, in 
the firmament of the holy word, you may serve in fullness of 
gloiy, with all the faithful servants of Christ, day and night 
in his holy temple, to the glory of God and to the reformation 
of Israel, bring forth abundance of fruit, and when he shall 
appear with all his chosen saints, apostles and prophets^ 
you shall receive in everlasting joy the promised reward. 
Sweet gracious and full of consolation is the word which thi^ 
Lord utters : Well done, thou good and faithful servant; 
thou hast been faithful over a few things, IwUl make thee 
ruler over many ; enter thou into the joy of thy Lord* (Matt. 
25.) Ah brethren, from our hearts, let us be admonished, thai 
we be faithful to Christ and his community. 

Brethren and sisters, I will now in the peace of Christ, com- 
mit yon all with one acoord into the hand of the King of peace, 
and I do with Paul entreat yon from my heart. (Phil. 2.) If 
there be any consolation .in Christ, if any comfort of love, xf 
any fellowship of the spirit, if an^f bo^N^V^ ol \&&\^\^%^V^^^^s^ 
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joy, that you be like mindecl in the truth, having the same Ioyo, 
oeing of one accord, of one mind, let nothing *be done through 
strife or yain glory ; but in lowliness of mind, let each esteem 
others better than himself. For yon well know by whom and 
whereunto we are called. Eeflect upon this. So that no one 
may lose himself, on account of other's shamefal actions, and 
Abominations, nor destroy the good works of Christ, disturb the 
peaceable, grieve the pious, oftend the weak, give excuse to the 
wanton, drive the wavering again to the world, bring reproach 
upon the word of the Lord and his community, bring revilers 
into repute, and encourage the blood-thirsty ; but that we be 
careful in all things to -finish with joy, our course in Christ 
Jesus, and magnify his holy name, refresh one another in the 
^peace of Christ, strengthen our sick, weak members, and young 
orethren, reprove the disorderly, publish abroad the truth of 
the Lord, and show unto all men, a olameless, christian example. 
To this end may the eternal God of omnipotence, grant us all, 
collectively and individually, the active spirit of his grace, with 
perfeQt obedience and love in Christ Jesus, our Lora. Amen. 
Ah chosen children, God knows, this is my final adieu to you 
all. Love the brethren, and beware of dissension. 



A PLEASING AND EARNEST 

INSTRUCTION AND DOCTRINE HOW ALL 
PIOUS PARENTS ARE TO GOYERN, DI- 
RECT AND EDUCATE THEIR CHILDREN IN 
A PIOUS, TIRTUOUS AND GODLY LIFE. 

The wise man says : Withhold not correction from thy child ; 
for if thou heatest him with the rod, he shall not die. Thou 
ehalt beat him with the rod, and shaU deliver his soul from 
hell. (Prov. 23.) 

Correct and instruct thy son, and he shall qive ^e rest ;for 
the rod and reproof give wisdom ; but a child left to himself, 
hringeth his mother to shame, (Prov. 29.) 

Chasten thy son while there is hope, §*c. (Prov. 19.) 

Other fov/ndation can no man lay than that wMch is laid, 
which is Christ Jesus, (1 Cor. 3.) * 

Preface. To the elders, in all churches, and chosen of G^ 
in Christ Jesus, my beloved brethren in the Lord, unto you be 
grace, peace and mercy from God, our Father, (Bom. 1 ; 1 Cor. 
1 ; Gal. 1 ; Eph. 1 ; Col. 1 ; 1 Thes. 1 ; 2 Thos. 1 ; 1 Tim. 1 ; 
2 Tim. 1 ; 1 Pet. 1,) through the merits of our Lord Jesus 
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Christ, in the power and operation of the Holy Spirit, (Tit 3,) 
which he shed on us abundantly, through Jesus Christ, our 
Sayiour; that beine jastifled by his grace, we should be made 
heirs according to the hope of eternal life. To whom be praise ' 
forever and ever. Amen. (Acts 16 ; Eph. 2 ; Tit. 3 ; 2 Tim. 4.) 
My dearly beloved brethren in the Lord, we thank the Lord 
always for you in all our prayers, 2 (Tim. 1,) and prav without 
ceasing, unto our kind Father, (Luke 18,) that he would 
strengten you with the gift of his Holy Spirit, that yon may be 
filled with all knowledge, (Eph. 6 ; Col. 4; 1 Thes. 5; 2 Tim. 
Is 1 Eph. 6 ; Col. 4 ; 2 Thes. 8,) wisdom, discretion and power 
necessary rightly to oversee the community of Christ, and to 
dispense the word of God to sincere, pious souls, according to 
your gift and calling, and that you may walk worthy of the 
vocation wherewith you are called and chosen of God and his 
holy community, as shepherds and teachers, to the end that the 
saints may be kept firmly united by the common service, to the 
edification of the body of Christ. Take diligent care of your 
charge, and display a sincere concern for your flock, at all times 
earnestly exhort them to love, to good works, (like Paul,) to the 
pure fear and love of the Lord, to a godly, unblamable con- 
versation, in all humility, righteousness, love, peace, harmony, 
mercy, and obedience to the whole word of God. Caution them 
against all false doctrine, and against the sword of evil tongues ; 
for if a man bridle not his tongue, nor restrain it, his worship is 
vain and unprofitable. Also, that thev take heed in their whole 
walk and conversation, circumcise their hearts, season their 
words, and do and perform all their actions in the fear of 
the Lord, that they may procure a good name for the gospel of 
Christ and his holy community, comply with his word and will, 
and thus attain unto salvation. Beware of all innovators and 
strange doctrines not contained in the word of Christ and his 
apostles, nor conformable thereunto. Show forth, at all times, 
Christ and his word. If any man introduce a doctrine difibrin^ 
from that taught by Christ and his word, let him be excommuni- 
cated . For other foundation can no man lay than that which 
is laid, which is CHRIST JESUS. (Gen. 17; Phil. 1; 2 
Thes. 2 ; John 5 ; 1 Cor. 8, 7, 10, 12 ; Bom. 2, 12 ; 1 Eph. 1,4, 
5 ; Prov. 27 ; 1 Thes. 6 ; 2 Tim. 4 ; Tit. 2, 3 ; Heb. 8 ; Acts 11, 
14, 20, 27 ; Phil. 1 ; Ps. 34, 118 ; 1 Tim. 3 ; 1 Pet. 3 ; James 2, 
3; Dent. 10; Jer. 4; Phil. 3; Col. 2, 3, 4; Jer. 23, 27, 29; 
Matt. 22, 24 ; 1 John 4 ; Gal.*l ; Isa. 28 ; Mark 12.) He is the 
precious corner-stone in Zion, which shall abide forever. (Luke 
20.) Hear him, believe him, trust in him, follow Mm, hope and 
abide in' him, (Rom. 9,) press diligently after him^ confotmixL^ 
yourselves unto bis spirit, "woxA a.\x^ \ilfe, va.^ -^o^^^^ XiKisiasst 
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deceive nor be deceived. (1 Pet. 2 ; Dent. 18 ; Matt. 17 ; 2 
OhroD. 20: Eccl. 2; Matt. 10; Mark 8; Luke 9, 14.) Mv 
dearly beloved brethren in the Lord, I beseech and admonish 
yon, neglect not the ministration of your brotherly love, but 
attend faithfnlly thereto. Take heed unto yourselves and to all 
the flock over which the Holy Ghost has made yon overseers, to 
feed the church of God which he hath purchased with his own 
blood. (John 10; Ps. 37; Eccl. 2; Rom. 12; 1 Eph. 1,4; 1 
Pet. 1 ; Heb. 9, 13 ; Col. 1 ; 1 Pet. 1 ; Bev. 5.) Again, all the 
elders I exhort with Peter, who am also an elder : Feed the 
flock of God which is among you, taking the oversight thereof, 
not by contraint, but willingly. (1 Pet. 5.) You who teach 
obedience, be yourselves obedient to the church of Christ in all 
things, which are good and expedient, as examples to the flock. 
(Tit. 2.) As Paul directed Titus, saying : In all things show 
thyself a pattern of good works; in doctrine, showing uncor- 
ruptness, gravity, sincerity, sound speech that cannot be con- 
demned ; that he that is of the contrary part may be ashamed, 
having no evil thing to say of you. Also watch thou in all 
things, endure affliction, do the work of an evangelist (2 Tim. 
4.) Make full proof of your ministry, do all in the fear of the 
Lord faithfully, and with obedient and perfect hearts, (2 Chron. 
19,) for you are made keepers of the charge of the house, for 
all the service thereof, and for all that shall be done therein. 
(Ezek. 44.) Study, therefore, to show yourselves approved 
unto God, workmen, obedient, blameless, that need not be 
ashamed, rightly dividing the word of truth. (2 Tim. 2 ; Tit. 3.) 
My wish and desire therefore is, that you be earnest in this, so 
that they who believe in God, may be made zealous to excel in 
good works, which is good and profitable unto all men, (2 Tim. 
4,) instruct, reprove, rebuke, exhort and console, as occasion 
may require ; and forsake not the fraternal assembling of your- 
selves together, the meeting and ordinance of the Lord. (Heb. 
10.) Strengthen one another kindly with the word of the Lord, 
that you may increase in faith, love and righteousness, and come 
nnto a perfect man, unto the measure of the stature of the- 
fulness of Christ. (Col. 1 ; Eph. 4.) 

With this, dear orethren, 1 will commit you to almighty God, 
with the earnest desire that you propound unto all the brethren 
this brief admonition concerning the Education of children, in 
order that every one may observe and comply with tfie same in 
the full sense, in the bringing up, teaching and instructing his 
children. The Lord Jesus Christ be with my beloved, yea, 
dearly beloved brethren throughout eternity. Amen. 
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ON THE EDUCATION OF CHILDREN. 

Unto all elders and joint-heirs in the faith of Christ, grace be 
to yoa and peace from God, oar heavenly Father, through his 
beloved Son, Christ Jesus, our Lord and Saviour, (Rom. 1 ; 1 
Cor. 1 ; 2 Cor. 1 ; Gal. 19 ; Col. 1 ; 1 Thes. 1 ; 2 Thes. 1 ; 1 
Tim. 1 ; 2 Tim. 1 ; 1 Pet 1,) by the power and co-operation of 
His holy spirit, to his overlasting praise and glory, and to oar 
edification and salvation. Amen. 

You are aware, beloved brethren and sisters in Christ Jesns, 
that we all, without exception, inherit from Adam an ill-disposed, 
evil and sinful flesh; (Gen. 6, 8 ; Job 29 f^Ps. 51,) nay, that all 
our desires from our yonth are evil continually, as Moses writes ; 
also, we find nothing in ourselves, as the proper treasure of our 
first birth, but perfect blindness, unrighteousness, sin and death. 
If now the power of this innate disposition is to be diminished, 
suppressed and destroyed, it must be accomplished by the pure 
fear of the Lord, which proceeds from a true faith through the 
word of the Lord, and out of a clear perception of the righteous 
judgment and terrible wrath of God, which will burn forever 
against all impenitent sinners. For the fear of the Lord is the 
beginning of wisdom : it drives out sin and makes upright, pious 
children, as Jesus Sirach says. (Job 28 ; Ps. Ill ; Prov. 1, 9, 
19; Eccl. 1; Sirach 12.) 

Since, then, the merciful Father of onr Lord, Jesus Christ, 
the great, almighty Lord, has encompassed as with the light of 
his grace, and through faith in Jesus Christ, has weakened as 
from iniquity and ungodliness to a life of righteousness ; there- 
fore, let us diligenily follow the glorious example of the true 
love of Matthew, the publican, who was not satisfied with en- 
joying the heavenly calling and grace himself, but went and 
invited other publicans and sinners, that they might also be 
saved and obtain like spirit, grace and mercy from the Lord, 
for such is the nature and disposition of Christ. (Matt. 9 ; Mark 
2; Luke 6, 19.) 

Trade, thereiore, among yourselves with the talent (Matt. 
25 ; Mark 13 ; Luke 19) given you from on high, and cordially 
compassionate your unbelieving, blind parents, brothers and 
sisters, husbands, wives, servants and neighbors ; do not conceal 
from them God's gift, grace, word and will ; (2 Tim. 2 ;) for their 
feet are in the way of death. Perhaps they may, at some time 
or other, extricate themselves from the snares of unrighteous- 
ness in which they are bound and entangled, and turn them- 
selves to the Lord with all their hearts. (2 Ohron. 20 ; Matt. 
11, 18; Luke 20.) My dear brethren, understand this as 
regards men of sense and discTQlioxii. "Bx^XJccwciSsik. ^o*k^>5^^^'^^ 
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saw any snch in danger of being drowned or burned, or in any 
danger that threatened his life, and there was a prospect that 
we could render them assistance would not our inmost souls be 
moved with compassion towards them, if haply we might afford 
them relief? Undoubtedly. And now we see with our own 
eyes, (if we but believe the Lord's word) that they are walking 
in the shadow of eternal death, already committed to the grave 
of hell, and liable to be devoured forever and ever by the 
eternal> unquenchable fire, unless from their hearts they turn 
unto Christ and his word, repent, and become regenerated, as 
the scriptures teach. (2 Chron. 30; Matt. 8, 11; Luke 10; 
Matt. 3; Mark 1.) Therefore, consider seriously the heart- 
rending misery and wretchedness of their poor souls which must 
live forever, either in heaven or in hell, and strive diligently and 
faithfully whether they may not yet, in some way, by your 
faithful ministry of pure love, and by the direction and instruc- 
tion of the divine word, be rescued and delivered from ever- 
lasting destruction, and be made partakers of eternal salvation. 
(Acts 2; John 3; Rom. 6; Eph. 4; Col. 3; Heb. 12; lPet2; 
Bom. 12.) For genuine charity is of such a nature that it is 
constantly hungering and thirsting after the glory of God ai)d 
the salvation of all men, even of those who are strangers to us 
according to the flesh. 

Beloved brethren and sisters in Christ Jesus, forasmuch as 
we are now constrained by saving charity with benevolence and 
sympathy, and know by the unction of the spirit and word of 
God, that the nature of man is completely corrupted in Adam, 
and is opposed from youth to the word oi the Lord, (1 John 2 ; 
Gen. 6, 8 ; John 25 : Ps. 51) as aforesaid ; let us, therefore, be 
particularly vigilant and solicitous with regard to our own 
children, displaying unto them a greater degree of spiritual love 
than towards others ; for they are the offspring of our nature, 
of our flesh and blood, a serious and precious charge committed 
by God to our especial care. Be, therefore, particularly mindful, 
that you instruct them from their youth in tne way of the Lord, 
that they fear and love God, walk in all modesty and submission ; 
be genteel, well-disposed, discreet, honor and obey their father 
and mother, using reasonable discourse, not lying, nor clamorous, 
not stubborn nor self-willed; for such is not becoming the 
children of the saints. (Deut. 6, 16 ; Ex. 20 ; Eccl. 3, 7 ; Tob. 
4; Eph. 6.) The woria desire for their children that which is 
earthly and perishable, money, honor, fame, wealth. From 
infancy they train them up to vice, pride, haughtiness and 
idolatry. But with you, who are born of God, this is not the 
case; (John 1, 3) for it behooves you to seek something else for 
vonr children ; namely, that vvhicii \a ViOAi^^nl^ and eternal, and 
nence it ia yonr duty to bring tViemxi^ Vti ^^ ^^t^^t^vol^^^ww^- 



EDUCATION OF CHILDREN. 413 

nition of the Lord, as Panl teaches. (Eph. 6.) Moses com- 
manded Israel to teach their children the law and command- 
ments of the Lord, to talk of them when they sat down in their 
houses, and when they walked by the way, and when they lay 
down, and when they rose np. Now, since we are a chosen 
generation, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, a peculiar people ; 
that we should show fprth the praises of him who hath callea us 
out of darkness into his marvellous light, (Exod. 19 ; 1 Pet. 2 ; 
Bev. 1, 5; Deut. 7,) it greatly behooves us to show ourselves 
patterns and examples (Isa. 4, 3 ; 1 Pet. 2) in all righteousness 
and blamelessness, and to appear unto the whole world as we 
are thereunto called ; for if we do not keep a strict eye upon 
our own children, but permit them to follow the inclination of 
their evil, corrupted nature and disposition, not correcting and 
chastising them according to the word of the Lord, we may with 
the greatest propriety lay our hand upon our mouth, and remain 
silent, and speechless. (Rom. 12; 1 Thess 4; 1 Pet. 1,5; 1 
Tim. 4 ; Tit! 2 ; Eccl. 7 ; Prov. 13.) For why should we teach 
those not of our household, when we take no paina to preserve 
our own families in the love and fear of God ? For, says Paul, 
(1 Tim. 3, 5) if a man provide not for his own house, he hath 
denied the faith and is worse than an infidel. 

My dearly beloved brethren and sisters in Christ Jesus, take 
heed that you do not ruin your children through carnal love, by 
giving offence, and training them up in vice lest in the day of 
judgment their souls be required at your hands, and it happen 
unto you, on account of your children, as it did unto Eli, the 
high priest, by the chastening hand of the Almighty, on account 
of his sons ; . (1 Sam. 4 ;) but diligently imitate the testimony de- 
clared by the angel of the Lord respecting pious Abraham : I 
know, says he, that Abraham will command his children and his 
household after him, and they shall keep the way of the Lord, to 
do justice and judgment. (Gen. 18.) For this is the chief and 
most important care of the godly that their children m^ fear 
God, do good, and be saved ; even as the God-fearing Tobias 
admonished his son's children, saying : My son hearken unto thy 
father, serve the Lord in truth, and cleave unto him in equity ; 
be mindful of him, and let not liiy will be set to sin or to trans- 
gress his commandments ; teach this to thy children that they 
give alms, fear God all their days, and trust in him with their 
whole hearts. (Deut. 6 ; Jos. 24 ; 1 Sam. 7 ; Tob. 14, 4 ; 2 Ohron. 
20 ; Sirach 2.) , 

My belovea brethren and sisters in Christ, who, from your 
hearts, love the word of the Lord, thus instruct your children . 
from youth up, and daily admonish them with the word of the 
Lord, setting a good example. (Eph. 6.\ T^-wsJcl wA^^i3DaLws>^o^ 
them, I a&y, in proportion to m^ des AoY^vco^• ^^ '^^«.^«a^x- 
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standing ; constrain and correct them with discretion and mo- 
deration, without anger or bitterness, (Col. 3,) lest they be dis- 
couraged ; spare not the rod, if reason and necessity require it, 
reflecting upon what is written. (Pro v. 13, 19, 23, 29.) He that 
loveth his son causeth him oft to feel the rod that he may have 
joy of him in the end. He that chasfiseth his son shall have joy 
in him. (Sirach 7, 30.) He that maketh too much of his son 
E^all bind up his wounds, and his bowels will be troubled at 
every cry. \A horse unbroken becometh headstrong : and a child 
left to himself will be wilful. Give him no liberty in his youth, 
and wink not at his follies. Bow down his neck while he is 
young, (observe,) lest he wax stubborn, and be disobedient to 
thee, and so bring sorrow to thine heart, (Heb. 12 ; Deut. 6 ; 
Prov. 29; Sirach 30.) Correct thy son, and keep him from 
idleness, lest thou be made ashamed on his account. (Sirach 22 ; 
Prov. 29,) 

Dearly beloved brethren and sisters in the Lord, if all parents, 
(who glory in the name of the Lord,) would deeply impress the 
words of Sirach upon their hearts, and inscribe them on the 
tablet of their souls, how virtuous, pious and devout* would 
many children be raised, who now, alas ! run wild and^ unre- 
strained, honoring neither their parents, nor the community and 
gospel of Christ. An evil-nurtured son, (says Sirach, chap. 22,) 
is tne dishonor of his father ; again, says he : (chap. 16,) Bejoice 
not that thou hast a multitude of children, except the fear of 
God be with them ; for one that is just, is better than a thou- 
sand ungodlv ; and better it is to die without children, than to 
have them that are ungodly. (Sir. 16.) 

Beloved brethren, consider these words well, and revolve 
them in your minds. Necessity impels me to write ; for some, 
alas I live such lives with their children, that one is constrained 
to write and reprove. I write and admonish you acain : Take 
heed, lest the blood and condemnation of your children come 
upon you. If you love your children ^ith a godly love, teach 
them, admonish and instruct them in God, (Prov. 13, 29 ; Eccl. 
30,) lest the Lord's word, blood and death be made unto them 
of no effect, and his name and community be blasphemed by the 
unwise, through them. (Kom. 2) 

Beloved brethren in Christ, if^ you rightlv know God and his 
word, and believe that the end of the righteous is everlasting 
life, and the end of the wicked eternal death, endeavor to the 
utmost of your power, to conduct your children in the way of 
life, and divert tnem from the way of death, as far as in you lies. 

• Pray almighty God for the gift of his grace, that in his great 

mercy, be m&j guide and preserve them in the right path, through 

the airecimg influence of liia "BoV^ ^^JvtWk '^«^&VL wer their 

solvation as for- your own 80\x\a. T^«^Oci^^V&&Vt\vfcV ^^scss^fiafi^^ 
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threaten, correct and chastise them, as circumstances reqaire. 
Keep them away from naughty, wicked children, among whom 
they hear and learn nothing but lying, cursing, swearing, fight- 
ing and knavery. Have them instructed in reading and writing, 
bring them up to habits of industry, and let them learn such 
trades as are suitable, expedient and adapted to their age and 
constitution. If you do this, you shall live to see much honor 
and joy of your children. (Sirach 30.) But if you do it not, 
heaviness or heart shall consume you at last. (Jer. 22.) For a 
child left to himself, without reproof, is not only the shame of 
his father, but he bringeth his mother to shame. (Prov. 29.) 

This brief admonition I have written to my beloved, from mo- 
tives of sincere love, and not without a reason ; for in the course 
of my ministry, I have too frequently observed, how disorderly, 
improperly, nay, heathenlike, many parents conduct themselves 
towards tneir children. The absurd, senseless love of the flesh, 
has such an influence over some, and they are so blinded by the 
natural affection for their children, (0 observe,) that they can 
neither see, perceive nor observe any evil, error or defect in 
them, notwithstanding they frequently abound in idle tricks and 
wantonness, are disobedient to father and mother, murmur at 
them, collect and carry abroad lies, quarrel and fight with other 
children, and mock people as they pass by, crying and calling 
after them. 

Brethren in Christ, to connive, by reason of a blind, carnal 
love, at these and similar disgraceful tricks of children, is a love 
not to be applauded, but much rather to be shunned and avoided ; 
for it is earthly, sensual, devilish. And forasmuch, as we ought 
to be the salt of the earth, the light of the world, the holy na- 
tion, the chosen generation, yea, the bride of Christ, it by no 
means becomes ns, to have, or to bear such sensual love or pre- 
posterous affection, in any circumstances, towards our children ; 
but it is our duty, as far as in us lies, diligently and earnestly to 
instruct and govern pur children and household, as well as our- 
selves, in conformity to the sincerity of godliness, a life of vir- 
tue, and the word of God. (Matt. 5 ; Mark 9 ; Luke 14; Prov. 
4 ; TTis. 2 ; Mark 4 ; Luke 8 ; Phil. 2 ; 1 Pet. 2 ; Deut. 7 ; Exod. 
19 ; 2 Cor. 11 ; Eph. 5 ; Eev. 19, 28 ; Acts 20.) 

With this, I will, have delivered and preserved my soul in the 
presence of the Lord and his community, and I do desire, for 
the Lord's sake, that this epistle may be taken in good part, and 
be read by the elders, in the hearing of all the brethren, to the 
end that the innocent may take heed, and.be circumspect, and 
those who are guilty of these mis-stepsj errors and failings, may 
reform, and that without considering me as being officious^ ia 
regulating the concerns of their ho\i^^\xo\^. .k?o.XL^\ \:ck.*Ci<ifc ^^^ 
ience otGod, I desire nothing In l\i\a,\iw\. ^^\.\^ ^i;5\*^\»j^^^^^ 
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conform yourselves to the scriptures, and to christian gravity, 
and that all the concerns of the Lord's community, may be con- 
ducted according to the divine will and ordinance. (1 Cor. 14.) 
The searcher of hearts and reins knows that I lie not. I would, 
therefore, that you also accept and receive it in love ; for in 
sincerity have I written it. (1 Sam. 16; 1 Chron. 29; Ps. 7; 
Jer. 17 ; Acts 1 ; Kev. 2.) 

And now, beloved brethren and sisters, I commend you to 
God, and to the word of his grace, which is able to build you 
up, and to give you an inheritance among all them which are 
sanctified. (Acts 20.) 

The very God of peace sanctify you wholly, that your whole 
spirit, and soul, and body be preserved without spot, and blame- 
less, unto the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ. (1 Thess. 5.) 
Faithful is he who called you. May the merciful Father, through 
his beloved Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord, strengthen you all with 
the precious gift of his Holy Spirit. Amen. 



LETTER TO THE BRETHREN IN 

AMSTERDAM. 

Jesus said to Martha : / am the resurrection, and the life, he 
that belteveth in me, though he were dead, yet shall he live ; 
and whosoever liveth ana bdieveth in me shall never die. 
(John xi. 25, 26.) 

Chosen Brethren and Sisters in the Lord : — Since I hear 
that the fire of the pestilence is spreading itself among you, I 
am constrained by love, which I bear towards you and all the 

Sious ; because I know that all flesh is afraid of death, and the 
eath of our friends is grievous to us) to visit you with a letter 
of consolation, who are encompassed by the heavenly light, and 
are called to the communion of Christ ; so that you might watch 
now, and at all times, for the coming of the Lord ; prepare 
yourselves in all things to meet death. For Paul says : It is 
appointed unto men once to die, but after this judgment, 
(Heb. ix. 27.) And Sirach says : All flesh waxeth old as a 
garment, for the covenant from the beginning is : Thou bhalt 
DIE. (Sirach xiv. 17.) 

If we then adhere closely to Christ with a regenerated and 
penitent soul ; and truly believe his word, and faithfully follow 

nis footsteps; and are governed by his Holy Ghost 

Then shall we live in, with and through him eternally ; and we 

shall not be hurt of the second death. (Rev. ii. 11.) Though we 

were, in times past even as others, dead in sin, full of avarice, un- 

chastity, pride, hatred, envy, idoVairj «iud «ll manner of wicked- 

neas, cbildren of hell and of Uk© deVA. V,^^V/\\. ^, V^A ^^^ ^ 
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thiDgs are forgiyen to the penitent and -believing through the 
death of Christ, and satisfied with his blood, and reconciled by the 
only peace-ofiering of his innocent and painfal death. So that 
Paul says : There is therefore^ now no condemnation to them 
which are in Christ Jesus.who walk not after the fleshy hut aftef 
the spirit; for the law of the spirit of life in Christ Jesus hath 
made me free from the law of sin and death. (Rom. viii. 1, 
2.) Therefore, be of good cheer, and be grateful ; praise Him 
who has redeemed you by the power of his word, from the 
dominion of sin and death ; and called you through the spirit of 
his grace to the inheritance of his glory. Again, I say, laud 
him, and that- with a pious and pure conscience, with an 
unblamable and holy life by faith .... So that when the true 
householder, the king and bridegroom of our souls comes, he 
may not find you sleeping, and cast you unprepared into eternal 
darkness, close the door upon you and ^*ve you a portion with 
the Gentiles. Therefore: Be sober^ vigilant ! (I Pet. v. 8.) 
Wake while vou have the light, lest darkness come upon you. 
(John xii. 25.) 

Faithful brethren ! be strong in the Lord, be of good cheer, 
for all your doings, life and death are in the hands of the Lord. 
Yea, the hairs of your head are all numbered, (Matt. x. 30.) 
And without his will, not one can fall from your head. The 
number of your days are before him ; yea, the time of your life 
is measured as to a hand-breadth. Therefore, fear not; but 
willingly assist and serye each other in time of distress. Be not 
slow to yisit the sick; for that shall make you beloyed, as 
Sirach says. (Sir. yii. 35 ) And you ought out of unfeigned 
loye, as John says : To lay down your lives for the brethren. 
(1 John iii. 16.) 

For this you know, that a yirtuous son, servant, or bride, 
fears not the coming of the father, lord or bridegroom, but that 
there is nothing but desire and hope, as long as they have not 
yet arrived. For John says : There is no fear in love ; bi^i 
perfect love casteth out fear, (1 John iv. 18.) 

You also know, that a wearied laborer is deliroua of rest, 
and a drooping soul of consolation. And I doubt not, nor you, 
my dear children, that you are assured of a quiet conscience in 
God, that he is your Father; and that Jesus Christ is your 
Lord, and you his servants ; that he is your bridegroom, and 
you his spouse. Why you must endure so much misery, toil, 
anguish of mind, shame and disgrace, from a perverse, idle 
generation, for his blessed and holy name's sake — whom you 
ought to make known to the whole world, without hypocrisy, 
in order that they may turn to God as true penitents. * 

Therefore, we must not fear death ao ct^ii.U'^^'^X&ssX^ Sa^\s^ 
a rest from sin, an entrance to a \)%\X.^t \\l'fe\ TkWt xsM^^^^sft^ 
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grieved so much on acconnt of our friends, who fell asleep in the 
Lord ; as those who do not expect the reward of the saints. 

But, let us, therefore, lift our heads with joy, gird the loins 
of our minds with truth, and prepare for the heavenly Canaan, 
that we may inherit the only and eternal Joshua, Christ Jesus, 
the inheritance and kingdom, which are appointed to us ; and 
thus be released from thd arduous and tedious way of our pil- 
grimage, which we have to make through this untrodden wilder- 
ness. Then we shall rest in eternal joys. 

chosen brethren and sisters I How highly and gloriously 
they are endowed of God, who are here, through grace, freed 
from the body of sin, redeemed from the vanity of perishable 
things, received into the holy tabernacles of peace, called to 
the eternal, great and holy sabbath I There tne crooked, old 
serpent will no more sting them in their heels, neither pain nor 
misery shall touch them ; and the last enemy, death, shall be 
overcome and swallowed up. Then their tears will be wiped 
off, and their souls will enjoy a true rest and peace, in Paradise 
and the pleasure garden of grace, in Abraham's bosom, under 
the altar of God. (Kev. vi. 9.) They came out of great 
tribulations, they stand upon Mount Sion, in white robes, wor- 
shipping before the throne of GOD and the LAMB ; and rest 
for a little season, till the number of their fellow-servants be 
fulfilled. (Bev. vi. II.) And then be together changed into 
the glory of Christ; (Phil. iii. 21.) to shine as the sun. (Matt, 
ziii. 43.) And thus come to the eternal festivity, the eternal 
joys, prepared for ail the chosen in heaven through Christ's 
blood and death. 

I how holy and happy are they who are called of Christ to 
his holy day, and come to it dressed in clean garments? Come, 
sing the pleasing and joyful hallelujah, in your hearts, and thank 
him, who has ordered all this toward them, by the spirit of his 
love, through grace, and has chosen you with them to the same. 
Reflect upon this, and be comforted. 

Nothing more ; but fear your God, with all your hearts ; serve 
him in truth ; maintain union, love and peace among you ; watch 
and pray ; be patient in your conflicts ; seek that which is best ; 
follow after that which is good ; be friendly towards one another; 
willingly obey your teachers, and remember them and me in 
your prayers. May the God of peace, our merciful Father, 
through his blessed Son, Jesus Christ, bless you now and for- 
ever, to abound more in righteousness and perfect love. 

MENNO SIMON, 
Your fellow brother, and lover of your souls in tnUh. 

Fob other foundation cam i(o uilk ult than that u laid, 
WBioB IB JESUS CURIST. V!^ox.m.\\^ 
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